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Photo of Racine Municipal Building, home to Mayor Hill’s office, among other village essentials. 
Nestled along the picturesque banks of the Ohio River, Racine is a charming village 

that embodies the essence of small-town America. Located in Meigs County, Ohio, this 
community of approximately 750 residents offers a unique blend of historical significance, 
natural beauty, and a tight-knit community spirit.  

Racine boasts a rich history dating back to the early 19th century. Originally settled 
by pioneers in the early 1800s, the town grew around industries such as salt mining and 
river transportation. Its strategic location on the Ohio River played a crucial role in its 
development, making it a hub for trade and commerce in the region.  

Racine is known for its close-knit community, where neighbors often become like 
family. The residents take pride in their town and actively engage in various community 
events and initiatives. Annual events like the Racine Party in the Park serve as a platform 
for people to come together, celebrate, and strengthen their bonds.  

Mayor J. Scott Hill has been a steadfast leader in the Village of Racine, Ohio since 
1997. With nearly three decades of dedicated service, Mayor Hill has demonstrated an 
unwavering commitment to the betterment of his community. His tenure has been marked 
by a series of transformative initiatives that have significantly improved the quality of life 
for Racine residents. 

Among Mayor Hill's proudest accomplishments is the creation and successful 
implementation of the water system. This critical infrastructure project has not only 



enhanced the daily lives of residents but also laid the foundation for further development 
and growth. 

Additionally, Mayor Hill spearheaded the construction of the fire department, 
ensuring the safety and well-being of the community. His dedication to recreation and 
making Racine a place to call home is evident in the comprehensive upgrades to the park, 
including the addition of a splash park and water park, improved lighting, the resurfacing of 
the walking track, and the construction of additional shelter houses. These amenities have 
provided a space for families to gather and create lasting memories. 

 
Photos of Star Mill Park in Racine following the improvements implemented by Mayor Hill. The Village’s Splash Pad had 
been closed the week before. 

Furthermore, Mayor Hill's commitment to infrastructure development is evident in 
his efforts towards sidewalk enhancements and the construction of two new streets. The 
annexation of 80 acres has expanded the village's boundaries, paving the way for future 
opportunities and growth. 

Mayor Hill's leadership style is characterized by inclusivity, collaboration, and 
accessibility. He places significant importance on working closely with the council, 
employees, and state and local stakeholders. He prides himself on the fact that he is 
heavily involved in community efforts. Mayor Hill's impressive involvement in a diverse 
range of community projects, from hands-on contributions in playground construction to 
spearheading crucial water system improvements alongside workers, highlights his 
dedication to enhancing the well-being of the town. His open-door policy and willingness 
to engage with everyone in the community have fostered a culture of trust and 
cooperation. 

Mayor Hill has not shied away from acknowledging the challenges faced by his 
village. Limited resources and staff have been a constant hurdle in pursuing grants and 
essential projects. He has taken innovative approaches, such as setting aside funds and 
exploring various grant services, to bridge the gap. His willingness to pursue untraditional 
avenues for funding has demonstrated his resourcefulness and determination. He 
recognizes the need for funding equalization and, candidly, expresses his frustration with 
the lack of government recognition of this matter. 



Mayor Hill's introduction to the Mayors’ Partnership for Progress (MPP) was a 
turning point in his mayoral journey. The resources and support provided by the 
partnership have been invaluable. He emphasizes the importance of learning from fellow 
mayors and exchanging ideas, all of which contribute to the betterment of his community. 

Through the MPP, Mayor Hill has forged meaningful collaborations with other 
mayors and cities. One notable joint initiative is the Appalachian Community Grant, a 
testament to the power of collective action in addressing regional challenges. 

Mayor Hill's vision for Racine is ambitious and forward-thinking. Having invested in 
vital underground infrastructure, his focus now turns to the development of the village's 
surface. Plans for riverfront development and downtown revitalization are indicative of his 
commitment to creating a vibrant and thriving community. He envisions Racine as a place 
of pride and opportunity, where residents can prosper and newcomers can find a 
welcoming home. 

Looking back on his tenure, Mayor Hill offers sage advice for fellow mayors and 
aspiring leaders. He emphasizes the need for self-drive, resilience, and an unwavering 
commitment to seeing projects through to fruition. He acknowledges the unique 
challenges faced by smaller villages and underscores the importance of being prepared 
and proactive. 

Racine, Ohio, stands as a testament to the enduring charm of small-town America. 
With its rich history, natural beauty, and vibrant community spirit, it offers a welcoming 
environment for residents and visitors alike. As the town continues to evolve, it remains a 
beacon of heritage and community pride along the banks of the Ohio River. Mayor J. Scott 
Hill's legacy in Racine, Ohio, is one of unwavering dedication and visionary leadership. His 
transformative initiatives have left an indelible mark on the village, setting the stage for a 
brighter future. As he looks ahead, Mayor Hill remains focused on ensuring that Racine 
continues to grow and thrive, guided by the same passion and determination that have 
defined his tenure. 


