Chauncey, Ohio: A Beacon of Community Empowerment under Mayor Amy Renner
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Photo of the Upgraded Chauncey Community Park, featuring a pump track, playground, restroom facility, basketball court,
pavilion, amphitheater, designated food truck parking, the main trailhead to the Baileys Trail System, and trailhead to the
HockHocking Adena Bikeway.

Nestled in Southeast Ohio lies the charming Village of Chauncey, a community thriving
under the dedicated leadership of Mayor Amy Renner. Mayor Renner, who assumed office in
January 2020 and was recently reelected for a second term, has become a beacon of hope and
progress for this small town of around 1,000 residents. Her journey in public service began on
the Council, where she served for a couple of years before ascending to the mayoral position,
showcasing her deep-rooted commitment to the welfare of Chauncey.

Mayor Renner’s tenure commenced amidst the tumult of the COVID-19 pandemic,
thrusting her into the forefront of leadership without the luxury of traditional training.
Undeterred, she dove headfirst into her responsibilities, demonstrating resilience and adaptability
in the face of unprecedented challenges.

One of Mayor Renner’s most significant achievements has been her relentless pursuit of
infrastructure improvements, particularly in addressing Chauncey’s longstanding water issues.
Collaborating with village administrators and local operators, she meticulously prioritized tasks
and secured an impressive $19 million in grants over four years, facilitating essential upgrades
without imposing financial strain on the community. Her pragmatic approach underscores her
commitment to enhancing the quality of life for Chauncey's residents while preserving its
economic vitality.

Central to Mayor Renner’s leadership philosophy is the principle of collaboration and
knowledge sharing. Actively engaging with neighboring municipalities through platforms like
the Mayors’ Partnership for Progress (MPP), she harnesses the power of collective wisdom to
devise innovative solutions to common challenges. The MPP serves as a vital forum where
mayors exchange ideas, share best practices, and leverage resources for mutual benefit.



Within the MPP, subcommittees focusing on various topics, such as housing and
policing, provide mayors like Mayor Renner with opportunities to delve deeper into specific
issues and brainstorm strategies collectively. Mayor Renner relies on the MPP not only for
support but also for invaluable information and guidance. Through this partnership, she gains
access to a network of experienced leaders who provide insights into various aspects of
governance, from economic development strategies to community engagement initiatives. By
leveraging the resources available through the MPP, Mayor Renner is able to stay informed
about emerging trends and innovative approaches, ensuring that Chauncey remains at the
forefront of progressive governance. This collaborative platform empowers mayors to address
multifaceted challenges effectively and cultivate resilient, vibrant communities for the benefit of
all residents

Renowned for her hands-on approach, Mayor Renner epitomizes the ethos of servant
leadership, rolling up her sleeves and working alongside her constituents to effect tangible
change. Whether it's writing grants, drafting legislation, or advocating for community interests,
she is deeply invested in every facet of Chauncey's progress. Her dedication extends beyond
administrative duties, encompassing a fervent desire to put Chauncey on the map as a model of
civic pride and excellence.

Under Mayor Renner's stewardship, Chauncey has witnessed many beautification efforts
and the improvement of recreational amenities. From revitalizing abandoned properties to
establishing a $2 million park that draws visitors from across the region, her vision for
community-building transcends mere infrastructure projects, aiming to cultivate a sense of
belonging and pride among residents.

Looking ahead, Mayor Renner remains steadfast in her commitment to inclusive and
strategic planning, ensuring that Chauncey preserves its small-town charm while embracing
progressive growth opportunities. By actively involving the community in shaping its future and
nurturing an environment conducive to small business success, she endeavors to create a legacy
of sustainable prosperity for generations to come.

Mayor Renner's advice to aspiring public servants resonates with the wisdom gleaned
from her own journey: be good listeners, pace yourself, and never shy away from ambitious
goals. Her remarkable tenure serves as a testament to the transformative power of perseverance,
illustrating that with dedication and determination, even the loftiest aspirations can be realized.
As Chauncey continues to flourish under her leadership, Mayor Renner stands as a beacon of
hope, inspiring communities far and wide to dream big and work together towards a brighter
future.

In the historical context of Chauncey, during the Prohibition era, the village gained
notoriety for its involvement in the production of illegal alcohol, such as moonshine. To avoid
detection by law enforcement, residents engaged in clandestine activities, crafting alcohol in
secret. The term "temperance,” traditionally associated with moderation and abstention from
alcohol, took on a different meaning in Chauncey's history. It became a subtle marker—a nod to
the community's clandestine practices. Additionally, the pronunciation of the village's name as
"Chancey" served as a subtle identifier. Locals, aware of this distinction, could discern whether
individuals were insiders or outsiders based on their pronunciation. This linguistic nuance served



as a protective measure, ensuring that the community's covert operations remained veiled from
prying eyes. As Chauncey continues to evolve, its history of resilience and ingenuity remains
woven into the fabric of its identity, a testament to the resourcefulness of its inhabitants.



