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Hadley City Council, Hadley Minnesota  

Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 8, 2025 

Members Present: Rick Like, Bonnie Petersen, Henry Veldhuisen, Jill Pieske, John Brouwer 
 
Others Present: Riley Engbarth, Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Like at 6:30pm. 

Welcome Guests: Rhonda Wynia representing Hadley Community Center Improvement Committee and 

Robert Thaler were present with Open Forum requests. Dawn Shumaker and Sharon Johnson were also 

present.  

Agenda Approval: The council was asked to review the meeting agenda and suggest any additions or 

corrections. Council Member Veldhuisen requested to revisit the Tractor Lease/Purchase under Old 

Business. With no further additions or corrections, MSP by Council Member Brouwer and Council 

Member Veldhuisen to approve the meeting agenda, as amended. Motion carried unanimously. 

Review of August Minutes: The council was asked to review the August meeting minutes and suggest 

any additions or corrections. With no further additions or corrections, MSP by Council Member Petersen 

and Council Member Pieske to approve the regularly scheduled meeting minutes from August 18, 2025, 

as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

Review of Liquor Fund: With no further questions or discussion, MSP by Council Member Brouwer and 

Council Member Veldhuisen to approve the Liquor Fund, as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

Review of General Fund: The Maintenance expense line item was recapped by Riley, which consisted of 

payments to S W Dust Treatment, Inc. for road dust control in the amount of $1,476.00 and City of 

Slayton for mosquito spraying in the amount of $892.00. With no further questions or discussion, MSP 

by Council Member Pieske and Council Member Petersen to approve the General Fund, as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Review of Water/Sewer Fund: The aged balance report was presented and reviewed, with one 

immediate shutoff noted. If the account is not brought current prior to September 15th, 2025 a utility 

disconnection will be initiated. With no further questions or discussion, MSP by Council Member 

Veldhuisen and Council Member Petersen to approve the Water/Sewer Fund, as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

Committee Reports: 

• Water & Sewer Committee: Mayor Like was informed Meter Reader, David Voss, that he will be 

gone October 2nd – October 15th, for which period a temporary Meter Reader will be needed. 

Mayor Like offered to fill in during this vacancy, with the council in agreement. He also reported 
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on a conversation he had with Water Superintendent, Darrin Haroldson, regarding the new 

process and forms required for water sampling.  

• Streets Committee: The catch basin cleaning is on hold until further notice pending additional 

information on whether or not an inspection is necessary at this time.    

• Personnel Committee: There was no new information reported during the meeting. 

• Park & Recreation Committee: Mayor Like reported that the city park restrooms will soon be 

winterized with doors to be locked thereafter, once Spartz Plumbing & Heating has completed 

the required maintenance. A sign will be posted on the doors ahead of the winterization, as 

notice to the public. It was also noted that the construction project for the new restroom 

facilities has been put on hold until next year, due to the season timing and quotes, approvals, 

and paperwork taking longer to receive. 

Old Business:     

• Community Center Hallway Ceiling Repairs: Council Member Petersen reported that Barry 

Hanson has the ceiling taped with interior hall repairs in progress. Texturing and painting will 

still be needed, but progress was noted. He initially forgot about the interior repair until Council 

Member Petersen followed up with him but stated he would get on it right away thereafter.  

• Community Center Brick Repairs: Council Member Petersen reported no new updates regarding 

Community Center Brick Repairs, as the project is pending completion as Gene Gustaf’s schedule 

allows.  

• 18-004 “Public Nuisances” Ordinance Review & Discussion: Following approval during the last 

council meeting, Riley reported that he reached out to Jon Bloemendaal with Muray County 

Environmental Services to obtain a form letter and information on Murray County’s noxious 

weed program. After receiving information, he put together a letter as directed, which was 

included with August’s utility statements mailed 9/1/2025.  

• LPRW Service Area: After confirming council member interest in hearing more about the 

program, Riley reported that he has been in contact with the representative for Lincoln-

Pipestone Rural Water and will check availability for the representative to attend next month’s 

meeting. 

• City Property Fall Spraying: Council Member Veldhuisen confirmed that the city property fall 

spraying has been taken care of, with the exception of the Brush Site dirt pile, which requires a 

different chemical to effectively take care of the weeds present. He stated that this will be taken 

care of within the next week. 

• Tractor Lease: Council Member Veldhuisen received confirmation that C&B Operations LLC is no 

longer offering the 1-year lease option that the city had previously been utilizing for the past 

couple of seasons. Alternatively, they are offering a 5-year lease option at $10,582.20/year, with 

the option to then buy the tractor for the sum of $28,000.00 or trade it. This new lease option is 

considerably more than the prior lease option. There was discussion regarding the possibility of 

purchasing a new tractor up front in full (or by finance) to avoid costly leases for the foreseeable 

future. Council Member Veldhuisen will obtain more information ahead of the next meeting 

regarding purchase options, so further discussion was tabled. MSP by Council Member Brouwer 
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and Mayor Like to table any decisions regarding the tractor to the October council meeting, 

pending receipt of additional information requested. Motion carried unanimously. 

New Business: 

• Hadley Community Center Improvement Committee Update: Rhonda Wynia was present to give 

an update regarding the Hadley Community Center Improvement Committee. She noted that 

8/5/2025 was the committee’s last meeting, and that the Hadley Lions Club recently gave a 

$1,000.00 donation to the City of Hadley for community center improvements. On the top of the 

committee’s list is the replacement of the Community Center’s front door, and north entry door. 

The present front door was purchased as a used door from the Lake Wilson School when the 

community center was built, so it has been well used. Southwest Glass from Marshall has been 

contacted for replacement door estimates and Rhonda noted that once estimates are received 

back, a recommendation will be made to the city council for final approval, prior to proceeding. 

Mayor Like checked in with Southwest Glass recently, who still did not have an estimate ready. 

He also checked with Slayton Building Materials, Inc. and they mentioned a company out of 

Worthington who is a recommended vendor and worth checking into. Mayor Like offered to 

look into this alternative and will also pursue getting an estimate from Southwest Glass. In other 

news, the committee is planning to host another Wild Game Feed, on the 21st or 28th of 

February, 2026 and intends to coordinate the event with the Ironhorse Motorcycle Club’s Chili 

Feed, as they fell on the same day in 2025. 

• Building Pre-Application – Robert Thaler: Robert Thaler was present with a Building Pre-

Application request, as he is purchasing the property owned by Charles Sechser, with the 

intention of moving in a 20x30 house onto it and adding a 12x12 addition. The house will face to 

the south. Mr. Thaler presented the required Building Pre-Application Form and accompanying 

maps and sketch plans, for council consideration. Following discussion, MSP by Council Member 

Veldhuisen and Council Member Petersen to approve the Building Pre-Application Form, as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

• 2025-2026 Propane Contract: Riley presented the contract for propane for the Liquor Store and 

Pump House through Chandler Coop for the 2025-2026 season, for approval. Riley had 

previously received quotes and usage for the prior year, in addition to confirming a large 

account credit on the Pump House that will pay for the 2025-2026 contracted gallons on this 

account. For the current year, the city only needs to pay for the Liquor Store account contracted 

gallons, in the proposed amount of $1,256.65. Following discussion, MSP by Council Member 

Petersen and Council Member Pieske authorizing Riley to contract prepaid propane from 

Chandler Coop for the 2025-2026 season, as presented. Motion carried unanimously. Riley will 

contract and issue payment prior to the September 12th deadline.  

• 2026 Murray County Preliminary Levy: Riley presented the 2026 Preliminary Levy for discussion 

and approval. This amount can be lowered if desired, but not raised, when approving the 2026 

Final Levy. After discussion, MSP by Council Member Pieske and Council Member Brouwer to set 

the 2026 Preliminary Levy at $60,000.00, up from $54,000.00 in 2025. Motion carried 
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unamiously. Riley will complete and submit the required certification form for the Murray 

County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office ahead of the September 30th deadline.  

• 2026 Township Rental Contracts: With the new contract year approaching, Riley requested input 

from the council related to Township Rental Contract rates for 2026. The current contract rental 

rate is $45.00 per month. Following discussion and history of prior rate adjustments, MSP by 

Council Member Veldhuisen and Council Member Pieske to keep the monthly rental rate the 

same for the 2026 contract year at $45.00 per month. Motion carried unanimously. Riley will 

process 2026 contracts for mailing to Leeds and Lowville townships in early October, with an 

acceptance due date of 12/1/2025.  

• SRDC Needs & Challenges Meeting: Riley presented an email he received from a development 

planner with the Southwest Regional Development Commission regarding the needs and 

challenges faced by the City of Hadley. There was discussion on seeing if the city council would 

appreciate the planner’s attendance at an upcoming council meeting to present potential 

opportunities that could be of use to the city. With agreement, Riley will organize for a SRDC 

staff member to attend an upcoming meeting.  

The council then proceeded to go into Closed Session at 7:15pm for the purpose of discussing city 

employee wage rates. All guests present and Clerk/Treasurer were asked to leave the meeting for the 

duration of the session. Following discussion and completion of Closed Session, the regular meeting was 

resumed at 7:30pm. All guests present and Clerk/Treasurer were allowed to return. 

• Closed Session – Employee Wage Rates: After discussion and taking cost-of-living base of 2.5% 

into consideration, city council members approved to give Myron Bennett, Liquor Store 

Manager, a 5% wage base increase, Riley Engbarth, Clerk/Treasurer, a 5% wage base increase, 

Darrin Haroldson, Water Superintendent, a $15.00/month wage base increase, David Voss, 

Meter Reader, a $1.00/hour wage base increase and Barry Hanson, Snow Removal Maintenance 

Worker, a $1.00/hour wage base increase, all effective 10/1/2025. MSP by Council Member 

Veldhuisen and Council Member Petersen to recommend the aforementioned wage increases as 

stated. Motion carried unanimously.  

MSP by Council Member Veldhuisen and Council Member Petersen for payment of unpaid bills, as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

MSP by Council Member Brouwer and Council Member Veldhuisen for meeting adjournment. Motion 

carried unanimously. With no further business, the regularly scheduled meeting was adjourned by 

Mayor Like at 7:40pm.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Riley Engbarth, Clerk/Treasurer 


