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you must not think only of others but of yourself 
as well, when you hear the words that our Lord 
spoke: óWho does not gather with me, scat-
tersô (Mt. 12:30).  Since you are members of 
Christ, you must not scatter yourselves outside 
the church by failing to assemble there.  For we 
have Christ for our head, as He himself promised 
and announced, so that óyou have become shar-
ers with usô(2 Peter 1:14).  Do not then, make 
light of your own selves, do not deprive our Sav-
ior of His members, do not rend, do not scatter 
His body!ò 

 Paul told the Corinthians, ñNow you are the 
body of Christ, and individual members of itò (1 
Corinthians 12:27).  We became part of the body of 
Christ in Holy Baptism (1 Corinthians 12:13).  The 
most concrete manifestation of the body of Christ 
occurs in the Divine Service as we receive the body 
and blood of Christ in the Lordôs Supper and are so 
joined into one body ï the body of Christ (1 Corin-
thians 10:16-17). 

 Your absence from the Divine Service de-
prives the body of Christ gathered in church of one 

Worship, Presence, For You, For Others 

 Why do we come to the Divine Service on 
Sunday?  Normally we answer this question by re-
ferring to Godôs gifts of the Means of Grace 
through which He delivers forgiveness to us and 
strengthens us in the faith.  We stress our need for 
these gifts because of own sin. 

 This is certainly true, and must be said 
first.  However, it is not the only valid perspective 
from which we need to consider this issue.  Instead 
of always focusing on what we receive, we need to 
also consider how our presence at the Divine Ser-
vice serves others. 

 An early church writer in Syria addressed 
this very topic during the third century A.D. writing 
in the Didache (which means ñteachingò): 

ñWhen you are teaching, command and exhort 
the people to be faithful to the assembly of the 
church.  Let them not fail to attend, but let them 
gather faithfully together.  Let no one deprive the 
church by staying away; if they do, they deprive 
the body of Christ of one of its members!  For 
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of its members.  Your absence takes away from 
the mutual encouragement that take place as we 
gather together to receive Christôs gifts. 

 Your presence at the Divine Service serves 
your own spiritual need for forgiveness and 
strengthening in the faith.  However, your pres-
ence also serves the other members of our church 
who together with us are the Body of Christ.  May 
our Lord help each of us to ponder and appreci-
ate this important aspect of our life together in 
Christ. May we especially join together in prepar-
ing to celebrate the Lordôs death and resurrection 
in the upcoming Holy Week, and in the weekly 
celebration each Lordôs Day.  

-Pastor Amen 

February 2021 LWML Minnesota South Dis-
trict collected $7,282.40 in mites. This is down 
$3,000 from January mites collected. Total 
mites for the 2020-2022 biennium is now 
$109,104.05.  
 
A reminder that the last Sunday of each month 
will be Mite Box Sunday. We will post the dis-
trict updates. Also, look for a Mite Box Calen-
dar that will have ideas for prayers for a desig-
nated Mission each month. These missions are 
already designated on a two-year basis by the 
district LWML. 
 
75% of Mite Box gifts go to projects designat-
ed by the Minnesota South LWML and 25% 
goes to projects and missions designated by the 
national LWML. 
 
Thank you for your support of the churchôs 
missions and projects! 



! bŜŜŘ CƻǊ /ƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ  

  L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ƳŜΣ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ 
ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΦ {ƻ L ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ȅƻǳΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻōΣ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘǎ Φ Φ Φ {ŀŘƭȅΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǘƻ 
ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²Ŝ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƻǊ ǳǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ DƻŘΦ 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ Lƴ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǉǳŀƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ 
ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎΦ  
DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝƻƴΣ ǝƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ IƛƳΣ 
ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ōǊŜŀŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ  

ÿIn this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him.ÿ - 1 John 3:9  

L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ όƴŜŜŘǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǿŀƴǘǎύΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƊŜǊΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπ
ƭƛŀƴŎŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΚ ²ƘŜƴ L ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 
ƭƻǾŜŘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ L ŀƳ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƻǊ Řƻǳōǘǎ ƴƻ 
ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ L Ǉǳǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ άǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέ - ƻǊ Ƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ 
ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ƴƻ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ Ƴȅ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƳŜΣ ŦǳƭŬƭƭ ƳŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
ƭƻǾŜΦ DƻŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘǎ ƳŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ƅŀǿǎΦ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜǎ ƳŜ 
ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  

- DCE Mariah Thiessen 



Sr. SPY 
Wednesday Nights @ 7:15-9 
Study: Revelations  
All 9th-12th grade students  

SPECIAL SPY 
NIGHTS:  

Jr. SPYñ April 11th @ 
7:15-9:00 SPY Kitchen  

 
Jr. SPY 

Sunday Nights Study:  
Head to Soul Makeover 

Zpvoh Nbo Bgufs Hpeýt Pxo 

W!a 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ Ϫ 
млΥмр-ммΥмр 
{ǘǳŘȅΥ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ 
!ƭƭ о ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎτсǘƘ 
ƎǊŀŘŜ 

Sunday Morning Study 
 

Sundays @ 10:15-11:15 AM 
 

Study: LIVE 
 

All 7th-8th grade students 

SPY DRAWING AUCTION        

FUNDRAISER  

 
Come check out the items in the 
auction this year from April 11th-
May 2nd in the church atrium or 
on Facebook.  
Pick one or multiple items to try 
to win. Once you know what items 
you want buy tickets and place 
them in the corresponding jar.  
Tickets will be drawn for winners 
on May 2nd at 5:30 PM.  Items 
will be available for pick-up dur-
ing the week or on May 9th at 
church. 

Easter Breakfast  
Come join in between the Easter Services 
in an Easter Breakfast. The youth will be 

serving egg bakes, fruit, rolls/donuts/
pastries/muffins, and juice and milk from 

7:30 -8:50 AM.   

 


