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%  THE SHENE
CUP FINAL

LOB Minor South

SHENE OLD GRAMMARIANS 2ND XI

VS
SHENE OLD GRAMMARIANS 3RD XI

SATURDAY 1ST APRIL 2017 1:00PM KO
VENUE: THE STADIUM PITCH, BARN ELMS, LONDON SW13 9SA
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Shene Old Grammarians Football Club was formed in 1947 from the merging of Old
Richmondonians (former pupils of Richmond County School) and Old Osthanains
(former pupils of East Sheen County School) and competed in the Premier Division of the
new Old Boys League which had amalgamated with the Secondary/'School Old Boys
League in 1946.

The club had little success until the late 1950’s when a move from Queen’s Road
Richmond to the present ground at Barn Elms coincided with the arrival of several old
boys with senior amateur experience. A return to the Premier Division of the League was
accomplished in 1961 and with a steady stream of very skilful recruits-from the school;
the club had its most successful decade during which it rarely finished below 4th
position in the Premier Division. In 1968 the club made its only appearance in the
London Old Boys Senior Cup Final losing a close match to Old Camdenians by one goal
to nil.

The initiative shown by the Association Committee in acquiring a redundant medical hut
from a Midlands RAF base at Wolverton, having it transported to Barn Elms-and erecting
it on the present site exemplifies the spirit of the 60’s and although the wooden shell has
now been replaced by a more modern structure, it remains a monument to the many
club members who, at conception, joined the labour force, supplied equipment or
generally helped to get the clubhouse on its feet and operating.

This coincided with a golden period in the Club’s history when the 1st Xl reached the
premierleague for the first time. The team featured characters still revered at the Club

" including Dave Mann (who later became the Manager of the League Representative
team), Alan Bloxham, Bob Bainbridge and Sid Walpole, a tough talking centre half who
was still playing,in the 1st Xl at the age of 50. Sid was for many years our Club President
and was elected as.a Vice President of the Old Boys league and also received one of the
highest honours in the game the FA Award for 50 years Service to Football.
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A gathering in and around the stand that overlooks the stadium ground at Barn Elms included several original Shene Old Grammarians who remembered the old set-up before the clubhouse near the adjacent Wetlands was constructed from a building rescued from an RAF base and constructed by the OGs themselves.    .The programme for £2 including a meal, detailed the history of those days when the Grammar School provided new members before the School closed in the late 1970s.  The supply of recruits was thereby reduced and the OGs became an ‘open’ Club.  The spirit lives on but in a more modern passing style of footballing and demonstrated the same enthusiasm but higher fitness and skill levels which at no time overspillled into the more needless aspects of the modern professional game.

The score of 5-1 to the Second XI was perhaps to be anticipated and the London Cup was duly presented by League officials. This was a good contest, keenly fought in the right spirit, and the spectators were rewarded by reasonable weather conditions for a 1pm kick-off.

OGs who attended:   David Phillips (who alerted David Richardson to the event), Mark Rayner, Mike Turner, John Bean and Mrs Bean, Morgan Reynolds, Peter Jeffs, David Richardson, Colin Head, Nick Crisp, Terry Gazzard, David Mann (who was presented to the teams as an OG legend), Ron Piper (who took the photographs), Robert (Ted) Bates, Robin Walpole, Richard Hackwell and a keen onlooker from Holt, Norfolk, 1970s intake, whose name was unfortunately not recorded.
