
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, April 4, 2024     6:30 P.M. 
 
 Note:  This meeting was held in the White Haven Library.   
    
 The regular monthly meeting of East Side Borough Council was called to order by President 
Elizabeth Berger.  After the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, roll call was taken as follows: 
 
  Louis Esa, present   John Cepiel, present 
  Rudolph (Rudy) Schoch, absent  Elizabeth Berger, present 
  Joseph Lachette, present   Eric Siglin, present 
  Sharon Mrozinski, absent  James Nanovic, Esq., present 
  Michael Best, present   Carol Lenahan, present 
 Allan Hollrigl, present 
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:   There were no comments from the audience. 
 
MINUTES:     Minutes from the regular monthly meeting held on February 1, 2024 were distributed to all 
Council members and the Mayor prior to the April meeting.    There were no minutes for the March 7, 2024 
meeting since members of Borough Council attended an open forum in White Haven Borough which was 
held by PennDOT District 4 concerning the Route 80 Bridge construction.  There were no corrections or 
additions to the February minutes.  A motion was made by Louis Esa and second by Michael Best to 
approve the minutes from the February 1, 2024 meeting.    The roll call vote was unanimous. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT:    The Treasurer's Report for the months of January, February and March were 
distributed to all members of Borough Council and the Mayor.  There were no questions or comments 
concerning the Treasurer’s Reports.  A motion was made by John Cepiel and second by Joseph Lachette 
to accept the Treasurer’s Reports.  The roll call vote was unanimous. 
 
BILLS:    The following bills were incurred in February 2024 were introduced for ratification since they 
were paid by the Secretary after the March 2024 meeting was canceled: 
 
General Fund:  Carbon County 911        59.44 
   PPL Electric Utilities        26.61             
   Verizon          55.31 
   UGI Corporation        77.62       
   Berkheimer Associates EIT Comm.- February   120.49    
   Nanovic Law Office – Solicitor Services    545.95 
   White Haven Fire Co. – Fire Protection 1/1-3/31/24  850.00 
   Garbage Fund Loan #41      200.00 

White Haven Library – Council Meeting          .00 
CanWIN – Public Notices – January      40.00  
G & A Hardware – Salt & Ice Melt      46.98 
Alfred Benesch & Co – LSA Grant Paperwork               100.00   
William Keil – Snow Removal/Salting - January                    4,335.00 
Pa. Dept. of Revenue – SIT Return      67.67 
Berkheimer Associates – EIT Return      29.19 
Pa. UC Fund – Unemp. Comp Return        1.51 
EFTPS – March Federal Payroll Deposits   154.15 

Payroll:   Rudolph Schoch – February Salary      70.00               
   Terri Schoch – February Salary       30.00 
State Road Fund: PPL Electric Utilities – Street Lights    435.19 
Garbage Coll.  Fund: Anthracite Waste Services              2,809.33 
Sewer O & M Fund: Aqua Pa.                         .00 
ARPA Fund:                 00 
 



 A motion was made by Louis Esa and second by Joseph Lachette to ratify payment of the 
bills which were scheduled for payment at the March 2024 meeting.  The roll call was unanimous. 
 
 The following bills incurred in March 2024 were presented for payment by the Secretary/Treasurer.  
The list of bills are as follows: 
 
General Fund:  Carbon County 911        59.44 
   PPL Electric Utilities        25.91             
   Verizon          55.31 
   UGI Corporation        59.32     
   Berkheimer Associates EIT Comm.- March     15.01 
   Berkheimer Associates LST Commission – March    10.07       
   Nanovic Law Office – Solicitor Services          .00 
   Garbage Fund Loan #42      200.00 

White Haven Library – Council Meeting      75.00 
Payroll:   Rudolph Schoch – March Salary           .00               
   Terri Schoch – March Salary                                                           .00 
State Road Fund: PPL Electric Utilities – Street Lights    435.19 
Garbage Coll.  Fund: Anthracite Waste Services              2,809.33 
Sewer O & M. Fund: Aqua Pa.                1,375.00 
 
 A motion was made by Michael Best and second by Joseph Lachette to pay the above bills.  
The roll call was unanimous. 
 
 Before proceeding with the visitors from PennDOT and others, the following Administrative 
Actions were acted upon: 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-3 – UPDATED SCHEDULE OF COSTS INCURRED BY WHITE HAVEN 
FIRE COMPANY FOR THE YEAR 2024:   The following Resolution and fee schedule was approved 
on a motion by Louis Esa and second by John Cepiel: 
 

BOROUGH OF EAST SIDE 
COUNTY OF CARBON 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-3 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST SIDE 

SETTING FEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE 2023-1 
ENTITLED 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST SIDE, COUNTY OF CARBON 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AUTORIZING THE VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT, VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICES AND OTHER EMERGENCY 
RESCUE SERVICE ORGANIAZTIONS OF THIS BOROUGH TO CHARGE AND RECOUP THE 
COST OF CERTAIN EMERGENCY RESCUE SERVICES AND EQUIPMENT. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of East Side enacted Ordinance 2023-1 on the 2nd day of November 
2023; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of East Side wishes to adopt a schedule of fees for the services, 
tools, equipment and materials described herein. 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, be it and it is hereby resolved that the attached fee schedule be adopted 
effective this 4th day of April, 2024. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached fee schedule will remain in effect until such 
time as it must be amended by Resolution of the Borough Council of East Side Borough. 
 
 Roll call on the motion was unanimous.  A copy of the fee schedule dated January 2024 is attached 
to this resolution. 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-4 – EAST SIDE PARK PHASE II RESOLUTION FOR DCNR FUNDING 
AND COMMITMENT LETTER DIRECTING $70,000 OF THE CDBG GRANT TO MATCH 
$100,000.00 GRANT APPLICATION TO DCNR:   A motion was made by Michael Best and second 
by Louis Esa to adopt Resolution 2024-4.  Roll call on the motion was unanimous. 
 
LETTER OF INTENT FROM EAST SIDE BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR A DCED GRANT TO 
FUND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR EAST SIDE BOROUGH RESIDENTS AND 
THE SURROUNDING AREA:   A motion was made by Michael Best and second by Louis Esa to 
approve the letter of intent from East Side Borough Council for a DCED Grant to fund Fire and  
Emergency Services for  East Side Borough residents and the surrounding area.   Roll call on the 
motion was unanimous. 
 
REQUEST FROM FRANK MIGNECO FOR A $5.00 GARBAGE FEE REFUND BECAUSE THE 
GARBAGE HAULER FAILED TO PICK UP HIS GARBAGE ON MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2024:   A 
letter is to be sent to Mr. Migneco advising him that the telephone number for the garbage hauler is listed 
on the quarterly garbage bill and it is his responsibility to notify the garbage hauler if his garbage has not 
been picked up. 
 
REQUEST FROM LEE MICHELL TO EXONERATE HIM FROM PAYMENT OF THE 
GARBAGE FEE AND SEWER FEE FOR THE PERIOD AAPRIL 3, 2024 THRU SEPTEMBER 17, 
2024:    A motion was made by John Cepiel and second by Joseph Lachette to deny the request since 
it involves fees established for residents of East Side Borough as a part of ongoing services provided 
and signed contracts.  The only exceptions are if a home is destroyed by fire or an act of God.  Roll call 
on the motion was unanimous. 
 

VISITORS 

ROUTE 80 BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION TEAM:   The following members of the Route 80 Construction 
Team were in attendance: 

 Brandy Rotz, PennDOT District 5 
 Jeffrey Gilbert, PennDOT District 5 
 Scott Cressman, PennDOT District 5 
 
 Also in attendance were Christine Verdier from Senator Argall’s Office, as well as Suzanne Brooks, 
Kidder Township Manager and Noel Torres who represented Kidder Township.  John Klem, President of  
White Haven Borough Council was present. 
 
 Citizens Roy Gluck and John Marotta rounded off those who were in the audience.   
 
 Brandy Rotz began by explaining that no major improvements are scheduled for Route 940 for the 
next five (5) years.  Scott Cressman explained that a seal coat/chipping program will begin in May 2024 on 
SR 534, SR 940 and SR 1005.   
 



 Scott Cressman reported that the drainage system/inlet on SR 1005 in the vicinity of the Maughan 
property is to be improved.  He said there are various drainage problems along Route 940 that must be 
corrected as well.  He asked for assistance from Borough Council to point out the various drainage problems 
along both sides of Route 940.  The following drainage problems were noted by members of Borough 
Council, the Mayor and citizen John Marotta: 
 

1. The replacement of macadam curbing in front of Margaret Murphy’s property.  The macadam 
curbing has been destroyed during snow plowing.  Consequently, storm water rain off no longer 
continues down the southern side of Route 940 but enters her driveway causing damage to her 
home and property. 

2. Correction of storm water undermining of the pipe under Gerald Jones’ driveway. 
3. Modification of the edge of Route 940 at 281 State Street to direct the storm water into the current 

inlet box instead of traveling down Route 940 and crossing over into private property. 
4. Improvement of the storm water drainage system along Route 940 from the Kidder Township line 

west into the populated portion of the Borough.  At several locations, the water is not directed into 
the storm water drainage inlets, but crosses over Route 940 into residents’ homes and yards.  Some 
of the areas involved are in front of Mary Ann Koegel’s property, Louis Esa’s home and yard and 
a storm drain at the entrance to Spring Hill Road.  

5. The gabion baskets on the western side of Route 940 are in need of shoring up.  Mr. Cressman said 
that they are looking for a source of funding and the services of a consultant to address corrections 
to this problem. 

6. The Route 940 bridge decking needs concrete repairs.  Mr. Cressman stated that the bridge is 
inspected every two (2) years for structural integrity.  Currently, the concrete at the approach to the 
bridge needs to be repaired. 

7. The bridge walkway needs to be shoveled during the winter months.  Currently, this is not covered 
under either the Agility Program or a Winter Maintenance Agreement with PennDOT. 

 
               Mr. Cressman asked that Borough Council prepare a list of drainage deficiencies along Route 940 
along with addresses there the drainage problems exist, so that they can be corrected prior to the beginning 
of the Route 80 Bridges construction project.  Those deficiencies are to be forwarded to Mr. Cressman so 
that they can be addressed by PennDOT. 
 
 Mr. Cressman also noted that Route 940 is scheduled for chipping and oiling during 2024.  This 
will include Route 940 in Kidder Township as well as East Side Borough. 
 
 Councilman Louis Esa questioned what type of traffic control is planned for East Side Borough.  
Brandy Rotz indicated that traffic control is the responsibility of Wagman Construction Company and 
PennDOT is working with Wagman to address concerns such as deliveries, including mail service, changing 
of the school bus route or employing the use of vans to pick up children at the southern end of the 
construction site, demolition, temporary traffic control and timing of major deliveries to the construction 
site.  The Weatherly Area School District was contacted by Wagman the day before this meeting to discuss 
the bussing situation.  The White Haven Post Office and Anthracite Waste Services must also be contacted 
to discuss how the bridge construction will affect their services within East Side Borough.  Issues of fuel 
deliveries to the homes affected by this construction must also be addressed..  Ms. Rotz said that it was felt 
that a traffic signal was not warranted to control traffic during the construction period.  Certain safety criteria 
must be met in order to warrant a traffic signal in the intersection of Bridge Street and Route 940.  Allan 
Hollrigl suggested placing a temporary traffic signal at the intersection of Route 534 and Route 940 to control 
traffic flow.  When asked how emergency vehicles could gain access to an emergency situation in the 
Borough during construction, Ms. Rotz asked for a list of the emergency services and their telephone 
numbers so that they can be contacted to discuss emergency situations and suggestions to address them. 
 
 



 As far as traffic control, Ms. Rotz noted that speed advisory signs could be utilized.  Borough 
Council would have to purchase and maintain those signs.   Wagman will be responsible for temporary traffic 
control when larger items are being delivered to the construction site.   
 
 Councilman Esa suggested directing some of the traffic up and down the Freeland Mountain to 
help alleviate traffic congestion on Route 940 within both East Side and White Haven Boroughs. 
 
 Allan Hollrigl asked what will be done about traffic disruptions and control when trains are 
traveling through White Haven Borough.  There was no answer to that concern.   
 
 When asked how press releases will be handled by the contractor and PennDOT, Ms. Rotz 
responded that they will be handled via WAVE, Google and the 511 website.  A schedule of work to be 
performed on a weekly basis can be provided by PennDOT District 5.   
 
 John Cepiel asked who is to be contacted regarding traffic issues that arise during the bridge 
construction.  Ms. Rotz said that the contractor, Wagman, should be the first entity contacted.   
 
 John Marotta suggested that large “warning” signs be erected at the Pa. Turnpike exit to caution 
drivers, including truck drivers, that they will be entering a construction area ahead where there is no place 
to turn around.  Ms. Rotz said that PennDOT will discuss that type of signage with Wagman. 
 
 John Klem asked what type of traffic detours will be employed when the large “I” beams are being 
delivered to the construction site.  Delivery of the “I” beams is still under review by the contractor. 
 
 John Marotta asked what affect the construction vehicles, on and off the site, will have with the 
underground piping, which includes drainage pipes and sanitary sewer lines under Route 940.  Will Route 
940 handle the weight of the construction vehicles without damaging or crushing the piping system?    Mr. 
Cressman said that the roadway can hold a maximum of 80,000 lbs. or 40 tons.  Concerns were raised about 
the large cranes that will have to be delivered to the construction site and how they could affect the integrity 
of the Route 940 roadway. 
 
 Councilman Esa asked where the concrete for the construction project will be coming from.  That 
is up to Wagman Construction Company was the response.   
 
 Scott Cressman said that pre and post surveying will be done by Wagman on SR 1005 and SR 
Route 940 to document the conditions of both roads before construction and after construction to determine 
whether or not damage was done to the road surface and drainage system.  Those reports will be sent to 
PennDOT for review. 
 
 Councilman Esa said it appears that PennDOT and Wagman are not communicating when it comes 
to this project.  Mr. Cressman said that according to the bid proposal and subsequent contract, Wagman is 
responsible for all demolition of the original Route 80 bridges and construction of the new bridges and traffic 
control.  According to Ms. Kotz, the final plans and designs for the bridge are still under review by PennDOT.  
The “drop dead” start of the project is June 2024.  The contractor wanted to start the project the week of 
April 9, 2024.   
 
 Christine Verdier, representing Senator Argall’s Office said that long range engineering plans for 
PennDOT can be obtained from NEPA Alliance.   
 
 There was nothing further to be discussed by all concerned. 
 
  



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

STREET COMMITTEE:   Rudolph Schoch was not in attendance and there was no written report.  
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

FIRE COMPANY:     Reports for the month of January and March 2024 were received. 
 

MAYOR:   Mayor Siglin had nothing to report. 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR:   There was no report from Meri Jones. 
 
ZONING OFFICER: 

• Request from Kyle Kozansky concerning active solar permits in the Borough.  Response e-mail 
indicated that East Side Borough does not have any active solar permits within its jurisdiction. 

• Nothing else to report. 
 
SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:   There was no report from the Sewage Enforcement Officer. 
 
CONSULTING ENGINEER’S REPORT:  There was no report from the Consulting Engineer. 
 
GARBAGE FEE COLLECTOR:    The March report listed 42 full payments totaling $2,766.78 and 13 
partial payments totaling $106.50 
 
AQUA AMERICA, INC 

•  January, February and March Reports were received. 
 
CARBON COUNTY TAX COLLECTION COMMITTEE:   The meeting scheduled for February 21, 
2024 was canceled and a new date was not established. 
 
SPRING HILL MOBILE HOME PARK:   A report for the month of February was received from GSP 
Management. 
 
BUILDING COMMITTEE:  There was nothing to report. 
 
CARBON COUNTY TAX ASSESSMENT OFFICE:  No tax reassessments received. 
 
WEBSITE:    Ruth Isenberg has been working on the website and it is ready for review by all. 
 

  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

There was no correspondence 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

GRATE NEAR VINCELLA MAUGHAN’S PROPERTY LOCATED ALONG SR 1005:   
• Letter from her attorney regarding deteriorated condition of the inlet box and grate. 
• E-mails between Brad Hurley and Eric Siglin concerning the grate and exacerbation of the 

condition by PennDOT during their milling and patching of the SR 1005 roadway during the 
summer of 2023.  

• PA One Call which indicates that PennDOT will be handling the grate matter. 
 



ROUTE 940:   Drainage along Route 904 and SR 1005 was discussed with PennDOT officials earlier in 
the meeting. 
 
HICKORY RUN TRUCK PLAZA:    Nothing to report. 
 
COMMUNITY BUILDING:   No report.  Councilman Michael Best informed Borough Council that there 
are two (2) trees on the Washington Street property that should be cut down because they are dead and 
leaning south.  If the trees fall down by themselves, they will block the upper portion of Washington Street 
and cause damage to his garage.  He was told to get a quotation from William Keil, Jr. to cut down and 
remove the trees in question. 
 
ROUTE 80 and River Street:   Discussed earlier in the meeting with officials from PennDOT 
 
LEHIGH GORGE CAMPGROUND:   No report. 
 

WEBINARS/SEMINARS 
 

• Workshop to be held by the Carbon County Office of Planning and Development and the Carbon 
Chamber and Economic Development Corporation concerning Updated Zoning – A User’s Guide.  
The workshop will be held on Wednesday, May 1, 2024 from 6:30 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. in the first 
floor conference room, 44 Susquehanna Street, Jim Thorpe. 

• Webinar scheduled for April 8, 2024 from 1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. concerning the Broadband Ready 
Communities Overview. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 A motion was made by John Cepiel and second by Louis Esa to adjourn the meeting.  Adjournment 
time was 8:00 P.M. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Carol Ann Lenahan, Secretary 
 
   
  
 
 


