
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, February 1, 2024     6:30 P.M. 
 
 Note:  This meeting was held in the White Haven Library.   
    
 The regular monthly meeting of East Side Borough Council was called to order by President 
Elizabeth Berger.  After the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, roll call was taken as follows: 
 
  Louis Esa, present   John Cepiel, present 
  Rudolph (Rudy) Schoch, present Elizabeth Berger, present 
  Joseph Lachette, present   Eric Siglin, present 
  Sharon Mrozinski, present  James Nanovic, Esq., present 
  Michael Best, present   Carol Lenahan, present 
 Allan Hollrigl, present 
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:   There were no comments from the audience. 
 
MINUTES:     Minutes from the Reorganization Meeting and regular monthly meeting held on January 2, 
2024 were distributed to all Council members and the Mayor prior to the February meeting.    There were 
no corrections or additions.  A motion was made by Sharon Mrozinski and second by Louis Esa to 
approve the minutes from both the Reorganization meeting and January 2024 regular monthly 
meeting.  The roll call vote was unanimous. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT:    The Treasurer's Report for the month of January 2024 was tabled because 
the Secretary noted deficiencies in the report.  
 
BILLS:    The following bills were incurred in January and were presented for payment: 
 
General Fund:  Carbon County 911        59.44 
   PPL Electric Utilities        27.10             
   Verizon          55.08 
   UGI Corporation        79.65       
   Berkheimer Associates EIT Comm.- December     11.50    
     Nanovic Law Office – Solicitor Services          .00 
   County of Carbon – Tax Collector’s Bond       2.00  
   Garbage Fund Loan #40      200.00 

White Haven Library – Council Meeting      75.00 
CanWIN – Public Notices – January      40.00 
G & A. Hardware – Salt and Ice Melt      46.98 
Alfred Benesch & Co. – LSA Grant Paperwork            1,821.00 

Payroll:   Rudolph Schoch – January Salary      90.00  
   Terri Schoch – January Salary       40.00 
State Road Fund: PPL Electric Utilities – Street Lights    433.10 
Garbage Coll.  Fund: Anthracite Waste Services              2,809.33 
   Berkheimer Associates – Garbage Bills    384.91 
Sewer O & M Fund: Aqua Pa.                1,365.00 
ARPA Fund:  No bills 
  
 A motion was made by Louis Esa and second by Michael Best to approve the payment of the 
above bills.  Roll call vote was unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
 



VISITORS 

ROUTE 80 BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION TEAM:   The following members of the Route 80 Construction 
Team were in attendance. 

  Elliot Fink, Michael Baker International  
  Kevin Dunlap, Bridging Pennsylvania Contractors 
  Vaughn Schlachter, PennDOT Central Office 
  Barry Ritz, PennDOT District 5 P.M. 
  Daniel P. Zeller, Wagman, Inc. (Bridge Contractor) York, PA. 
  Kelly Barber, PennDOT C.O. 
  Carla Julian, Bridging Pa. Developers 
 
 The Power Point Presentation began with Carla Julian of the Bridging Pa. Developers giving a brief 
overview of the I-80 Lehigh Project.  The original I-80 bridges over the Lehigh River are 
eastbound/westbound structures built in 1965 and are approaching the end of their serviceable lifespan.  
These bridges cross over the Lehigh River, Lehigh Gorge State Park, Reading Blue Mountain and Northern 
Railroad and SR 1005 (River Street/River Road) in Carbon and Luzerne Counties. 
 
 The Project will replace the aging bridges with wider structures, increase the length of the 
eastbound on-ramp auxiliary lane, the height of the bridge barriers and the width of the shoulders to meet 
current interstate design standards; and, improve the safety in the corridor.  A map depicting the 
improvements was also provided.     
 
 Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) were described.  The project bridges span a value that includes 
numerous resources protected under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Ace of 1966.  Section 
4(f) is abbreviated for simplicity.  It specifies that the Secretary of Transportation may approve a 
transportation project requiring the use of publicly owned land of a public park, recreational area or wildlife 
or waterfowl refuge or land of a historic site only if there is no prudent and feasible alternative and the 
project includes all possible planning to minimize harm resulting from the use or the use is negligible.   
 
 Lehigh Gorge State Park is also protected under Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act.  PennDOT will provide replacement land for Section 6(f) conversion within the Lehigh Gorge 
State Park totaling approximately six (6) acres.  Although not required for Section 4(f) mitigation, this 
replacement land will also serve as mitigation of the Section 4(f) use of Lehigh Gorge State Park.  The 
replacement land being provided is forested land; therefore, the replacement land offsets the removal of 
trees in the construction staging area.  Approximately six (6) acres of land will be replaced for permanent 
and temporary impacts within the Lehigh Gorge State Park.  A map depicting Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) 
properties was also provided. 
 
 Of these Section 4(f) resources, only Lehigh Gorge State Park and Trail and the Lehigh River Water 
trail will be used by the project.  Anticipated impacts to these resources have been identified in the I-80 
Lehigh River CE under Parks and Recreational Areas and can be found on the project website.  Mitigation 
measures will include: 
 

1. Advance notice of trail closures being provided to DCNR, the Borough of White Haven and 
the public. 

2. The contractor may temporarily realign the 10 ft. trail through the project site. 
3. If necessary, due to pier locations, reconfiguration of the driveway, parking or boat launches 

will be coordinated with DCNR. 
4. Aids to Navigation Plan will be implemented to include advance signing, with additional 

advanced notification to DCNR and the public. 
 



5. The contractor will restore disturbed areas and full access to the park amenities will be provided 
upon completion. 

 
Key dates noted are as follows: 
 
 November 2020 – The Major Bridge P3 (MBP#) was approved by the Pennsylvania P3 Board, for 
the replacement or rehabilitation of nine major interstate bridges throughout a progressive P3 delivery 
model.  At that time, PennDOT planned to make annual payments to pay for work and financing costs on 
these bridges using mandatory tolling, as was permitted by the Pennsylvania P3 law.  Since that time, Act 
84 of 2022 amended the P3 law to eliminate mandatory tolling of existing free lanes.  The act also preserved 
the department’s ability to continue the MBP3 and move forward with the Predevelopment Agreement 
(PDA) with Bridging Pennsylvania Partners (BPP). 
 
 August 2022 – PennDOT chose to move the bridge projects in the MPB3 forward without tolling 
and pay for the project(s) using existing funds to make annual payments to the development entity over a 
35 year period. 
 
 December 2022 – Financial close is achieved on Package 1, including six (6) bridges. 
 
 Summer 2023 – Bridging Pennsylvania Constructors (BPC) and design lead, Michael Baker 
International (MBI) began performing pre-construction surveying and meeting with local property owners. 
 
 March 2024 and Beyond – Ahead of the start of construction and throughout construction, BPC 
and Major Bridge Subcontractor, Wagman Heavy Civil, Inc. will be providing construction updates through 
public meetings and additional public outreach in coordination with key stakeholders including local 
municipalities, EMS, schools, local businesses and impacted members of the public.  Both in-person and 
virtual meetings will be offered, in addition to public notices, Direct Mailers, e-blast communication, 
PennDOT Facebook and Press Releases.  
 
 April 2024 – Anticipated construction start for I-80 Lehigh River Bridge. 
 
Pre-Construction and Current Activities:    Elliot Fink, representing Michael Baker International was 
the next to speak.  He gave a synopsis of “Key Upcoming Detour Features.”  His presentation is as follows: 
 

• Each detour will be complemented with applicable public outreach and notification 
• Traffic control measures will be in place with appropriate signage. 
• The goal of Michael Baker International is to deliver a safe experience and minimize the 

impact to the communities in which they work.  
• Separate vehicular and truck detours will be required for the I-80 west bound ramp (Ramp 

B) for ramp construction.  Estimated to be closed for 5-month duration, temp Ramp B open 
for estimated 12 months, detoured again for 3 months prior to re-opening in final condition. 

• Separate vehicular and truck detours required for I-80 east bound on-ramp (Ramp C) for 
ramp reconstruction.  This is estimated to be closed for a 6-month duration. 

• River Road.  A detour is to be utilized through project duration from April 2024 to June 
2028.  D & L Trail as needed/permitted for activities such as demolition and erection. 

• I-80 west bound off-ramp (Ramp B) passenger car detour.  2.25 total miles beginning at 
Exit 274 exiting onto SR 534, turning left onto State Street (SR 940) into White Haven 
Borough and making a left onto Church Street in White Haven Borough to Exit 273.  Again, 
estimated to be closed for 5 month duration, temp Ramp B open for estimated 12 months, 
detoured again for 3 months prior to re-opening in final condition. 

• I-80 west bound off-ramp (Ramp B) truck detour.  To North via Pa 309 – 20 miles total 
(8.2 additional mileage) to South via PA 940 – 15.3 miles total (7.7 additional mileage).  



  
• I-80 east bound ramp (Ramp C) truck detour.  From North via SR 309 (20 miles total (8.2 

additional mileage).  From White Haven via SR 940 – 23.6 miles total (23.6 additional 
mileage). This is for an estimated 6 month duration. 

 
 This ended Mr. Fink’s presentation. 
 
Wagman, Inc.:    Daniel Zeller, representing Wagman, Inc. spoke next about the bridge construction.  He 
began by stating that Wagman is a fourth-generation family-owned business for over 120 years and is 
headquartered in York, Pa., with additional offices in Dinwiddie, Virginia and Berryville, Virginia.  
Wagman offers general, geotechnical and heavy civil construction services including latex modified 
concrete and grooving and grinding operations throughout the Mid-Atlantic.  The core values of Wagman, 
Inc. are the foundation of their company and reflect their guiding principles of integrity, innovation, 
mutual respect, sense of urgency, safety and community.   
 
 Wagman is the designated Major Bridge subcontractor to BPC and are tasked with the replacement 
of the I-80 east bound and west bound structures over the Lehigh Gorge State Park, D & L Trail, RBM&N 
Railroad, Lehigh River and SR 1005 – River Street/River Road.  Other significant project elements include 
the rebuilding of Ramps B & C at the SR 940 interchange, mainline paving and a culvert extension on I-80 
eastbound. 
 
 Wagman’s Scope of Work general sequence of construction is approximately 4 years beginning 
Spring 2024.  The Scope of Work is as follows: 
 

• News I-80 eastbound structure and culvert extension to the south of existing on a new alignment. 
• Place I-80 eastbound traffic onto the new structure 
• Crossover I-80 west bound traffic onto old I-80 eastbound bridge. 
• Demolition and replacement of I-80 westbound structure on the current alignment. 
• Restore I-80 westbound traffic pattern. 
• Demolition of old I-80 eastbound structure. 
• Anticipated Project completion is in June 2028. 
• There is a resurfacing project programmed for SR 940 in 2029. 

 
This ended Mr. Zeller’s presentation. 
 

A list of contact information was also provided.  It is as follows: 
 
 BPD-1 Public Information Office    PIC Hotline:  717-500-6088 
      PublicInformationOffice@PennBridges.com 
 
 BPD-1 Public Information Manager Carla Julian 
      Carla@moderntimesinc.com 
 
 BPD-1 Equal Employment Opportunity Manager:   Alexandra Cann 
           Alexandra@moderntimesinc.com 
 
 District 5 I-80 Over Lehigh River Bridge PennDOT 
 Community Relations Coordinator:  i80LehighRiverBridge@pa.gov. 
 
 For Project updates visit:   www.penndot.pa.gov/i80LehighRiverBridge 
 



 For Contracting Opportunities visit:  BridgingPennsylvaniaDevelopers1.com 
  
A comment period followed the presentation.  Those comments and questions are as follows: 
 

• Louis Esa raised concerns about the condition of Route 940 after the I-80 Bridge Project is 
completed.  He and John Cepiel requested a written commitment and/or plan from PennDOT that 
Route 940, including the drainage ditch situation, will be corrected after the I-80 Bridge Project is 
completed.  Kelly Barber, the Representative from PennDOT said that there are no plans for 
maintenance on Route 940 until 2029.  That should include resurfacing and stabilizing of the road 
surface.  She will have to discuss drainage problems with the proper department in District #5.  

• Increased traffic on Route 940 will also cause problems with congestion.  A suggestion was made 
by Allan Hollrigl that a traffic signal be erected at the intersection of Route 940 and Route 534 to 
improve traffic flow.   

• River Street which turns into River Road in Kidder Township is in disrepair.  Ms. Barber said that 
is a different issue that could be discussed at a later date.  Currently, there are no plans to make 
improvements River Street/River Road (SR 1005) once the I-80 Bridge Project is completed.  She 
and other members of the PennDOT staff that were in attendance were told that a tri-axle truck got 
too close to the edge of the macadam on River Road (SR 1005) and that portion of the roadway 
gave way and the road had to be closed until repairs could be made.  That happened within the last 
two (2) years.x 

• The gabion baskets on the western side of Route 940 just east of the curve are sinking and should 
be checked for structural integrity before heavy construction traffic begins using Route 940. 

• What is the alternate route for Route 940 if there is an accident or accidents which close the road 
to traffic? 

• How will traffic flow be controlled for anyone exiting Bridge Street, Centre Street, Vine Street and 
all other driveways exiting onto Route 940 which are in East Side Borough?  In the past, when 
repair work was being done on I-80, traffic was either detoured or the drivers took 940 as an 
alternate route, causing tie-ups where these Borough streets join onto Route 940.  The worst 
intersection is Bridge Street where traffic can be held up on that street for several minutes.  How 
will traffic control be established at these locations?  East Side Borough does not have the funds to 
absorb traffic control while the bridges are being replaced.   

• Louis Esa asked how the heavy equipment, including cranes will gain access to the construction 
site.  On the east side of the Lehigh River, Route 534, Route 940 and SR 1005 (River Street/River 
Road) will be used to transport the heavy equipment to the site. 

• Mayor Siglin asked if truck restrictions could be placed on Route 940 similar to the truck 
restrictions placed on Route 437 which runs between White Haven and Mountaintop.  Ms. Barber 
said it may be able to be posted but who will enforce it. 

• How will speed within the Borough be controlled?  Especially when it involves heavy truck traffic. 
• Elizabeth Berger asked that both East Side Borough and White Haven Borough be considered equal 

when discussing the construction work as it progresses.   
• A question was raised about how emergency service vehicles and personnel will gain access to 

emergency situations if Route 940 is blocked for any reason, including jack knifed vehicles which 
will be traveling up hill in the populated portion of the Borough during the winter months.  Also, 
will the school bus routes have to be altered and was the Weatherly Area School District advised 
of the construction so that they could prepare for any alterations that would have to be made on 
their part. 

• Louis Esa also noted that a video tape was made where large trucks traveled on Route 940 through 
East Side Borough and White Haven Borough and it illustrated problems that they encountered.   

 
At this point in the meeting, there was nothing additional to discuss regarding the I-80 Bridge Project. 
 



KEVIN DELLICKER:    Kevin Dellicker is running as a Republican for United States Congress.  He gave 
a brief presentation of why he is running for the position.  He asked if anyone was interested in signing his 
petition to be placed on the election ballot for the position.  Several members signed the petition. 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS 
 

REPLACING ZAVADA AND ASSOCIATES WITH MICHAEL GAVIGAN CO. TO PERFORM 
THE 2023 AUDIT AT THE SAME COST ($3,000) AS ZAVADA AND ASSOCIATES:   Secretary 
Lenahan informed Council that Zavada and Associates has dissolved and Michael Gavigan Co. was 
recommended to complete the 2023 Audit.  When contacted, the company agreed to do the audit.  A motion 
was made by Sharon Mrozinski and second by Michael Best to hire the Michael Gavigan Co. to 
perform the 2023 Audit.  Roll call on the motion was unanimous. 
 
DELINQUENT GARBAGE AND SEWER ACCOUNTS:     Mrs. Lenahan provided Council with a list 
of property owners who are delinquent with their garbage and sewer accounts.  She asked that Council 
review the delinquencies and a decision can be reached at the March meeting.  However, a resident who 
had delinquent accounts is deceased and Secretary Lenahan suggested that a lien be placed on the property 
immediately.  A motion was made by Louis Esa and second by John Cepiel to place a lien on the 
Donna Vonglis-Brown property (331 Bridge Street) immediately.  Roll call on the motion was 
unanimous.   
 
SEWER ACCOUNTS TO BE TERMINATED:     A list of accounts that should be deleted from the 
Sewer Account roll was provided by the Secretary.  All are inactive accounts.  The accounts are: 
 
  Lindeman, Lee C. 761 Centre Street, White Haven, Pa. $1,691.42 
    This property has been sold twice since Mr. Lindeman owned the property 
  Ackerman, Steven 719 Centre Street, White Haven, Pa. $  175.00 
    This property has been sold since Mr. Ackerman owned the property. 
  Hook, Dale  593 River Street, White Haven, Pa. $  148.62 
    This property has been sold twice since Mr. Hook owned the property 
  Malecki, Tony Route 940, White Haven, Pa.  $   54.04 
    This property has been sold since Mr. Malecki owned it 
  Stettler, Margaret 1311 State Street, White Haven, Pa.  $     5.06 
    This property was sold once since Mrs. Stettler owned it. 
  Hanson, Barry 930 Bridge Street, White Haven, Pa. $ 132.28 
    This is a duplicate account for the property 
  Williams, Toni 930 Bridge Street, White Haven, Pa.       $  96.25 
    This is a duplicate account for the property 
 
 A motion was made by John Cepiel and second by Joseph Lachette to authorize Aqua, Pa. to 
remove the above accounts from the East Side Borough roster.  Roll all on the motion was unanimous. 
 
ROGER SCHOCH LIEN:    Mrs. Lenahan reported that Roger Schoch has paid his Aqua, Pa and 
Berkheimer bills in full, making both accounts current.  A motion as made by John Cepiel and second 
by Louis Esa to lift the lien on this property for the outstanding debts.  Roll call on the motion was 
unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Because Council only has use of the John Murphy room until 8:00 P.M., the only report came from the 
Zoning Officer, Allan Hollrigl.  He said he approved the Spring Hill Mobile Home Park annual permit 
since the owners have complied with deficiencies noted by Z.O. Hollrigl.  Other items on the agenda are 
being held until the March Council Meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 A motion was made by John Cepiel and second by Louis Esa to adjourn the meeting.  Adjournment 
time was 8:10 P.M. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Carol Ann Lenahan, Secretary 
 
   
  
 
NOTE:  This meeting was tape recorded and there were 2 tapes.  The first tape contains all of the discussion 
regarding the Route I-80 Bridge Project.  That tape can be found in the I-80 Bridge Project expandable file. 
 


