#12 of 12 -5 & 10 on the 15th

(a monthly series on impactful Christians who poured out (5) their lives in Christ’s strength and power (10) sent out around the 15th
of each month)

“A Life Set Ablaze: The Legacy of Christmas Evans”

Scripture that Characterized His Life:
“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.”
— Zechariah 4:6

Intro Refrain
This is the twelfth and final entry in a monthly series this year entitled Victorious Christians You Should
Know from Warren Wiersbe’s book by this title, introducing you each month to one amazing Christian
from the past.

Church history is so important! It's both encouraging and inspiring to hear how Christians have sought
the Lord, lived for Him, been sustained by Him to accomplish great things in the Kingdom of God, and
then die and pass into eternal life. We are the church in our time! We must both take up the cause of
Christ in our day and also live for Jesus with dedication and passion - laying down our lives so that the
life of Christ might be lived in us and through us. I hope these short sketches inspire you to read more
about each of these Christians and to go out, asking Holy Spirit, to help you live a more earnest and
uncompromising Christian life.

“A Life Set Ablaze: The Legacy of Christmas Evans”
A fitting finale in December — meet the one-eyed preacher from North Wales whose name was “Christmas” but
whose life burned year-round for Christ.

A Christmas Evans quote that Characterized His Life:
"Preaching is not to make people think, but to make them act." — Christmas Evans

Christmas Evans (1766-1838) was a towering figure in the great revivals of Wales — though physically
unimpressive, poorly educated, blind in one eye, and raised in grinding poverty, he became one of the
most powerful preachers in the history of the Welsh church. His story is one of unlikely grace, vivid
imagination, and unshakable passion for the gospel.

Early Life and Conversion

Evans was born on December 25, 1766, in the bleak countryside of Llandysul, Cardiganshire, Wales.
Orphaned young and raised by an abusive uncle, he had no formal education and grew up illiterate and
impoverished. As a young man, he fell in with rough company and was even maimed in a brawl — losing
sight in his left eye due to a beating by his drinking companions.

But God was writing a very different story. In 1783, under the ministry of evangelical Calvinists, Evans
was miraculously saved and transformed. He soon began to study fervently, teaching himself to read
both Welsh and English, and memorizing Scripture with remarkable devotion. By the time he was twenty,
he had begun preaching.



The Preacher of Anglesey
Evans began his preaching ministry on the island of Anglesey in North Wales, walking long distances
between villages, often preaching in barns, fields, and cottage chapels. His style was vivid, imaginative,

and dramatic — full of allegory, metaphor, and deeply emotional appeals. Some called him “the Bunyan of
Wales.”

Though his appearance was awkward, and his delivery at times eccentric, the fire of the Spirit was
unmistakable. One listener described his preaching as “like standing before the mouth of a volcano.”

Revival broke out across the island under his ministry. Hardened sinners were converted, churches were
revived, and entire regions were stirred by the power of God. His reputation grew, and invitations to
preach spread across Wales.

A Humble and Fiery Vessel

Despite his growing influence, Evans remained humble and self-effacing. He deeply believed in the
necessity of the Holy Spirit's power — not personality, polish, or popularity. He once said:

"I'd rather be the means of saving one soul from death than be made emperor of the whole world."

His sermons were often visions — not in the mystical sense, but in the imaginative clarity with which he
made Scripture come alive. He would preach for hours, moving his audiences to tears, repentance, and
action.

Evans faced many trials: slander, physical affliction, and spiritual opposition. But he never stopped
preaching. Even when sick, he would ride horseback for hours to keep his appointments to proclaim
Christ.

Legacy and Final Days

In 1838, near the end of his life, Evans traveled for one last preaching tour. He died that summer in
Swansea, and on his deathbed was heard saying,

"I am leaving the world for the world of light."

Christmas Evans’ legacy remains especially powerful in Wales, where churches still remember the one-
eyed preacher who brought light to a dark land. His life reminds us that the Lord delights to use the
weak, the wounded, and the overlooked — if only they are surrendered and filled with the Spirit.

Selected Scriptures and Quotes:
“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise...” — 1 Corinthians 1:27
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach...” — Luke 4:18

“Let us give our all to the work of the Lord. A little while and the battle will be over.” — Christmas Evans
“Revival begins with brokenness — may we be broken, that others may be made whole.” — Christmas
Evans

"Preaching is not to make people think, but to make them act." — Christmas Evans



