
 

The Brothers & Sisters in Christ of  

christ the king Lutheran church 

welcome you to our fellowship! 
 

The first Sunday of advent 

November 30, 2025 – 10:40 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 
A member of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

Declaring new life in Jesus Christ & encouraging all to take their next step of faith with Jesus! 
205-988-5004 -- www.ctkbham.org 

611 Riverchase Parkway West 
Birmingham, Alabama 35244 

 

We’re people gathered by Holy Spirit, shaped by Father God’s Word,  
and sent with the love of Jesus Christ.  
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1st Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 

**All music used by permission, copyright info on file in Church Office.  

 

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here.… 
 

 

OUR INVITATION: Our family of faith invites you to participate in our mission to share the Gospel 
(which means “good news”) of Jesus Christ, as we gather to hear the word of God and share the presence 
of Christ in Holy Communion and Christian fellowship. The Gospel is that Almighty God is for us and 
with us, and we know this with certainty through Jesus Christ.  With your participation, our God-given 
mission to spread this good news to the world and the surrounding community can only be 
strengthened. Our pastor and members are here for you! 
 

Sunday School Classes and Rooms (all classes meet at 9:20 a.m.): 
“Bible Study through a Lutheran Lens” led by Doug Sweeney, Ralph Hyatt, Isaac Sagert, Tim 
Champion, & Pastor Chris in the Luther Room. 
Oasis with Martha Green & Maizie Nelson, in the Luther Room foyer.  
Children’s Sunday Education - NURSERY IS available for infants & children 3 years of age during each 
worship service, and education time.  Following are where everyone will meet:
 
Nursery (infant - 3 yrs old) ~ Main bldg Nursery 
3K & K ~ John Room 
1st – 3rd grade ~ Matthew & Mark Room 

        4th – 5th grade ~ Disciple Room 
 Jr. High ~ Jr High Room 
 Sr. High ~ Youth Room 

 

TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS NOTES: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming 
soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor 
hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and 
there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for 
what we already have: Christ comes among us this day through the word and meal that strengthens our faith in 
the promises of God.. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 PASTOR:  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
Congregation:  My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP & ADVENT MEMORY VERSE: 
“For unto us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders.  And 
He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” -  Isaiah 9:6 

 

BRIEF ORDER for CONFESSION of SIN and FORGIVENESS: 
LEADER:  Let’s quietly examine our hearts and our lives before the Lord…(quiet)...Let’s confess 
together. 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  
      For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your way to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 



LEADER:  Through God’s grace and your faith in the person and work of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven so that Holy Spirit may lead us in abundant and everlasting life. In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
Verse 1    O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, 
   That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Chorus  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
Verse 2  O come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Your advent here; 
   Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Chorus  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
Verse 3  O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; 
   Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
Chorus  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING:   
     Pastor:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

♫ THE KYRIE:  “Kyrie eleison” is a response that has been passed down to us from the early 
Church.  It is Greek for “Lord, have mercy.”   (The congregation sings this refrain before and 
after verses) Ky-ri-e   e-le-i-son,  Chri-ste  e-le-i-son,  Ky-ri-e  e-le-i-son 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: (Spoken by all) Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 
merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk 
in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME:  
Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Song -- Light one candle for hope, One bright candle for hope, He 
brings hope to every heart, He comes, He comes. 
 

 

♫ PRAISE TEAM ANTHEM:    “Advent Hymn”    
Verse 1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies. Christ, the everlasting light. The Son of Righteousness arise and 
triumph o'er these shades of night. 
Verse 2 And come Thou long awaited One in the fullness of Your love. And loose this heart bound up by 
shame and I will never be the same. 
Chorus So here I wait in hope of You. All my soul's longing through and through. And Dayspring from 
on high, be near. And Daystar in my heart appear. 
Instrumental 
Verse 3 And dark and cheerless is the morn until Your love in me is born. And joyless is the evening song 
until Emmanuel has come. (chorus 2x) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

PROGRESSIVE HANGING of the GREENS: (An adapted tradition for the season of “Advent,” 
which means “coming,” as we consider anew what it means to prepare for the coming of the Lord.  One 
piece will be added every Sunday and Wednesday until Christmas Eve.) 
Advent Service #1 (1st Sunday)—The Advent Wreath 
Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-19 – “For behold, I 
create new heavens and a new earth; And 
the former things will not be remembered or 
come to mind. 18 “But be glad and rejoice 
forever in what I create; For behold, I create 

Jerusalem for rejoicing And her 
people for  gladness. 19 “I will also rejoice in 
Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there 
will no longer be heard in her The voice 
of weeping and the sound of crying.” 

 
(Lector: “This is the word of the Lord!” then all, “Thanks be to God!”) 

 

Narration – “I will rejoice and take delight in 
my people,” says the Lord.  Those wearing a 
ring on your hand, touch it.  See how it’s a 
circle with neither beginning nor end.  So too 
the Advent wreath is a circle, a symbol of God’s 
unfailing love for God’s people, all of us called 
through baptism and faith into God’s church, 
which is the Body of Christ.  On each of the 
four Sundays in Advent, one more of the four 

Advent candles will be lit.  The outer candles 
are blue, a color that suggests hope and 
expectation.  Surrounded by hope, the central 
candle is white, symbolizing purity, royalty, 
and the light of the world.  Indeed, this central 
candle is the “Christ” candle, for out of 
darkness light shines, pointing us in hope and 
expectation to Him who is light for our 
darkness and the light of the world. 

 

♫ Verse, sung by all – Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by your advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Rejoice! Rejoice! Em-
man-u-el Shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON:      Isaiah 2:1-5                
The Introduction:  The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God 
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community 
responds: “Let us walk in the light of the Lord now!”

The Reading: 
 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2 Now it will come about that In the last 
days The mountain of the house of the LORD 
Will be established as the chief of the 
mountains, And will be raised above the hills; 
And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And 
many peoples will come and say, “Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the 
house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach 
us concerning His ways And that we may 

walk in His paths.” For the law will go 
forth from Zion And the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between 
the nations, And will render decisions for 
many peoples; And they will hammer their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword 
against nation, And never again will they learn 
war. 5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in 
the light of the LORD. 
 

 

 (Lector: “This is the word of the Lord!” then all, “Thanks be to God!”) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE PSALM:       Psalm 122    (Congregation has verses in bold) 
The Introduction: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

2 Now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city 
that is at unity with itself; 

4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD 
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
“May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
I will seek to do you good.” 
       (Lector: “This is the word of the Lord!” then all, “Thanks be to God!”) 
 

♫ THE GOSPEL VERSE:  O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, That mourns in 
lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 24:36-44                   
The Introduction: Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep 
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, 
because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

The Reading: 
 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, 

not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father alone. 37 For the coming of the Son 
of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 For 
as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and they did not understand until the 
flood came and took them all away; so will 
the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there 
will be two men in the field; one will be taken 

and one will be left. 41 Two women will 
be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 

42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not 
know which day your Lord is coming. 43 But be 
sure of this, that if the head of the house had 
known at what time of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have been on the alert and 
would not have allowed his house to 
be broken into. 44 For this reason you also must 
be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour when you do not think He will.” 

 

Pastor: “This is the word of the Lord!” then all, “Thanks be to God!” 



 
 

 

THE SERMON:     
Today: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 A sermon on The Annunciation and God Calling Us to Watchfulness” 

(next Sunday – “Joy to the World”) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

♫ HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”   

Verse 1  Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise Join the triumph of the skies 
With th' angelic hosts proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 

Verse 2  Christ by highest heav'n adored Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see Hail th' incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 

Verse 3  Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 

 

THE NICENE CREED: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 



 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
 

PRAYERS: 
 

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE:  
Greetings celebrate God bringing us peace together with Himself through Christ. 

 
 

MINUTE for MISSION:  
& GIVING THANKS to God with His tithes (first 10% income) & our offerings (beyond 10%). 
 

Our Mercy Ministry basket today supports 1st Priority Local 

Prayer requests can be written on prayer cards and turned in here and/or sent to office@ctkbham.org.   

Offerings are appreciated: plates are at the back of the sanctuary or give at www.ctkbham.org, or mail a check to:   

Christ the King Lutheran Church, 611 Riverchase Parkway West, Birmingham, AL 35244. 
 

♫ PRAISE TEAM OFFERTORY:   “Jesus Name Above All Names” 

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed 
Redeemer, Living Word. 
 

THE OFFERING OF PRAYER:   P: Let us pray. Merciful Father,  
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and 
our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

CELEBRATING & SHARING 
CHRIST’S PROMISED PRESENCE IN HOLY COMMUNION: 

 

♫ THE LORD'S PRAYER: (sung by all)  
Verse 1   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Chorus 1  For Thine is the Kingdom, Thine is the power, and the glory forever, 

Forever, amen. (Amen) 
Verse 2   Give us, Lord, give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us, 

Forgive us, Lord, forgive us of our debts. (Chorus 1) 
Verse 3   Lead us, from temptation, lead us from temptation. 

But, deliver us, deliver us from evil to Thy salvation. (Chorus 2) 
Chorus 2  For Thine is the Kingdom, Thine is the power, and the glory forever, amen. 

Thine is the kingdom, Thine is the power, and the glory forever, 
Forever, amen. 

 



 
 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
 

THE BLESSING, PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 
 

“Behold the Lamb of God” 
Verse 1    We come to bear the witness, the witness of the Light; 
   That all believe in Him, in Him Who is the Christ. 
   He is the True Light, gives light to every man. 
   He’s come into the world, He’s coming back again. 
Chorus  Behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, 
   Who takes away the sin of the world. 
   Behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, 
   Who takes away the sin of the world. 
Verse 2  The voice was crying out, out of the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way for Him.” 
   Let heaven open up and glory fill the sky. This is the Son of God! We sing and testify. 
Chorus  Behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, 
   Who takes away the sin of the world. 
   Behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, 
   Who takes away the sin of the world. 
Bridge  The Spirit and the Bride say: “Come, Lord! Come, Lord!” 
   The Spirit and the Bride say: “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
   The Spirit and the Bride say: “Come, Lord! Come, Lord!” 
   The Spirit and the Bride say: “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
Chorus  So, behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, 
   Who takes away the sin of the world. 
   Behold the Lamb of God, behold the Lamb of God, 
   Who takes away the sin of the world. 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL:  P:  In the strength of Christ, let’s go in peace; and serve the Lord.  
    All:  Thanks be to God!  
 

PRAISE TEAM POSTLUDE:    “Behold the Lamb of God – Reprise” 
 

 

THE SCRIPTURE TO CONSIDER FOR NEXT SUNDAY’S (12/07) WORSHIP:  

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Matthew 3:1-12 
THE SCRIPTURE TO CONSIDER FOR THIS WEDNESDAY’S WORSHIP: 

Romans 15:4-3

God’s Path for Growth as a Disciple/Follower of Jesus: 
Save the Lost – Luke 19:10 

Pastor the Saved – Acts 2:41-47 
Equip the Pastored – Ephesians 4:11-16 

a. prayer b. evangelism   c. discipleship d. team 
Send the Equipped – Matthew 28:18-20 

 


