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The First Sunday of Advent
**All music used by permission, copyright info on file in Church Office.

Welcome! We're glad you’re here....

OUR INVITATION: Our family of faith invites you to participate in our mission to share the Gospel
(which means “good news”) of Jesus Christ, as we gather to hear the word of God and share the presence
of Christ in Holy Communion and Christian fellowship. The Gospel is that Almighty God is for us and
with us, and we know this with certainty through Jesus Christ. With your participation, our God-given
mission to spread this good news to the world and the surrounding community can only be
strengthened. Our pastor and members are here for you!

Sunday School Classes and Rooms (all classes meet at 9:20 a.m.):
“Bible Study through a Lutheran Lens” led by Doug Sweeney, Ralph Hyatt, Isaac Sagert, Tim
Champion, & Pastor Chris in the Luther Room.
Oasis with Martha Green & Maizie Nelson, in the Luther Room foyer.
Children’s Sunday Education - NURSERY IS available for infants & children 3 years of age during each
worship service, and education time. Following are where everyone will meet:

Nursery (infant - 3 years old) ~ Main blg Nursery 4t — 5th grade ~ Disciple Room
3K & K ~ John Room Jr. High ~ Jr High Room
1st — 3rd grade ~ Matthew & Mark Room Sr. High ~ Youth Room

TODAY'’S BIBLE READINGS NOTES: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming
soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor
hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and
there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for
what we already have: Christ comes among us this day through the word and meal that strengthens our faith in
the promises of God.

Welcome for Advent (from Mary’s song when told she’d bear God’s Son):
PASTOR: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
Congregation: My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

CALL TO WORSHIP & ADVENT MEMORY VERSE: (Underlined is for 3 years & younger)
“For unto us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And
He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” - Isaiah 9:6

BRIEF ORDER for CONFESSION of SIN and FORGIVENESS:
We confess our sinful nature and our actual sins and speak to one another the forgiveness in Jesus’ name that the Lord
would have us all speak to any who are sorry for their sin.
The invocation and call to confession of sin, then SILENCE FOR SELF-EXAMINATION.

Leader: Let us now confess our sin to God our Father together.
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your way to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.



Leader: Almighty God in his mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I announce to you the good
news that all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

J HYMN OFJOY: "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" (LBW #34)

1. Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And 3. Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free Your
ransom captive Israel, That mourns in lonely own from Satan's tyranny; From depths of hell
exile here Until the Son of God appear. your people save And give them vict'ry o'er

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to the grave. [Refrain]

you, O Israel! 5. Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open
wide our heav'nly home; Make safe the way
that leads on high, And close the path to
misery. [Refrain]

2. Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might,
Who to your tribes on Sinai's height In ancient
times once gave the law In cloud, and majesty,
and awe. [Refrain]

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING:
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.
Jd THE KYRIE: (page 78-79 in the front of the green book for music)
Leader: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Congregation: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Congregation: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord. Congregation: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Congregation: Amen

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: (Spoken by all) Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk
in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S TIME: Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Song -- Light one candle for hope, One
bright candle for hope, He brings hope to every heart, He comes, He comes.

J§ ANTHEM: “Come Dearest Lord” Adult Choir by Charles Callahan

Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell By faith and love in every breast; Then shall we know and taste
and feel The joys that cannot be expressed.

Come fill our hearts with inward strength, Make our enlarged souls possess, And learn the height and
breadth and length Of thine unmeasurable grace.
Alleluia!l Now to the God whose power can do More than our thoughts or wishes know, Be everlasting
honors done By all the church through Christ his Son. Amen




PROGRESSIVE HANGING of the GREENS: (An adapted tradition for the season of “Advent,” which
means “coming,” as we consider anew what it means to prepare for the coming of the Lord. One piece will be
added every Sunday and Wednesday until Christmas Eve.)

Advent Service #1 (1¢t Sunday) — The Advent Wreath

Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-19 - “For behold, I
create new heavens and a new earth; And
the former things will not be remembered or
come to mind. 18 “But be glad and rejoice
forever in what I create; For behold, I create
(Lector: “This
Narration - “I will rejoice and take delight in
my people,” says the Lord. Those wearing a
ring on your hand, touch it. See how it’s a
circle with neither beginning nor end. So too
the Advent wreath is a circle, a symbol of
God'’s unfailing love for God’s people, all of us
called through baptism and faith into God’s
church, which is the Body of Christ. On each
of the four Sundays in Advent, one more of the

Jerusalem for rejoicing And her

people for gladness. 1“1 will also rejoice in

Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there

will no longer be heard in her The voice

of weeping and the sound of crying.”

is the word of the Lord!” then all, “Thanks be to God!”)
four Advent candles will be lit. The outer
candles are blue, a color that suggests hope
and expectation. Surrounded by hope, the
central candle is white, symbolizing purity,
royalty, and the light of the world. Indeed,
this central candle is the “Christ” candle, for
out of darkness light shines, pointing us in
hope and expectation to Him who is light for
our darkness and the light of the world.

JJ Verse, sung by all - Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by your advent
here; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice!

Em-man-u-el Shall come to you, O Israel.

THE FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 2:1-5
The Introduction: The visionary message presented in

this reading focuses on a future day when God

establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community

responds: “Let us walk in the light of the Lord now!”
The Reading;:

The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2Now it will come about that In the last
days The mountain of the house of the LORD
Will be established as the chief of the
mountains, And will be raised above the hills;
And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And
many peoples will come and say, “Come, let
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the
house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach
us concerning His ways And that we may

(Lector: “This

walk in His paths.” For the law will go

forth from Zion And the word of

the LORD from Jerusalem. ¢+ And He will judge
between the nations, And will render decisions
for many peoples; And they will hammer their
swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword
against nation, And never again will they learn
war. 5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in
the light of the LORD.

is the word of the Lord!” then all, “Thanks be to God!”)




Jd THE PSALM: Psalm 122

(Congregation has verses in bold)

The Introduction: [ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

I was glad when they ‘ said to me,*
“Let us go to the house * of the LORD.”
2 Now our ‘ feet are standing*

within your gates, * O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built * as a city*
that is at unity * with itself;

4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes * of the LORD*
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name * of the LORD.

5 For there are the * thrones of judgment,*
the thrones of the “ house of David.
6 Pray for the peace ‘ of Jerusalem:*
“May they pros- “ per who love you.
7 Peace be with- * in your walls*
and quietness with-  in your towers.

8 For the sake of my kindred “ and companions,*

I pray for * your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the * LORD our God,*
I'will seek to * do you good.”

JJ ADVENT VERSE:

(sung twice by all) O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call answer me. O
Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

The Introduction: Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about
deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait
expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter.

Jd (sung)  C: Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel:

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows,
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
the Father alone. % For the coming of the Son
of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 For
as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the
ark, 3 and they did not understand until the
flood came and took them all away; so will

the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there
will be two men in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left. 4t Two women will
be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and
one will be left.

42“Therefore be on the alert, for you do not
know which day your Lord is coming. 43 But be
sure of this, that if the head of the house had
known at what time of the night the thief was



coming, he would have been on the alert and
would not have allowed his house to
be broken into. 4 For this reason you also must

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour when you do not think He will.”

JJ (sung) C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON:

Today: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
A sermon on The Annunciation and God Calling Us to Watchfulness”
(next Sunday — “Joy to the World”)

J HYMN OF THE DAY: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the
new-born king; Peace on earth, and mercy
mild, God and sinners reconciled." Joyful, all
you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic hosts proclaim "Christ is born
in Bethlehem!"

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the
new-born king!"

2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the
everlasting Lord, Late in time behold him

(WOYV #60, green book)
come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. Veiled in
flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our
Immanuel! [Refrain]

3. Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail
the sun of righteousness! Light and life to all
he brings, Ris'n with healing in his wings. Mild
He lays his glory by, Born that we no more
may die, Born to raise each child of earth, Born
to give us second birth. [Refrain]

INVITATION TO LAYING ON OF HANDS and ANOINTING FOR HEALING
OPENING PRAYER then... ALL ARE INVITED to any station to receive anointing and personal
prayer from fellow member prayer teams, who will also be available for caring and prayer after worship.
SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR HEALING PRAYERS FOR ONE ANOTHER:

Almighty God, your Son, Jesus Christ, offered the greatest healing to all through the
forgiveness of sins, and he healed many in other ways as a sign that your reign is near. As his
disciples, you've called us to continue his ministry of reconciliation and healing with prayer, the
laying on of hands and anointing. Grant healing, we pray, according to your will.

God, the Builder of Your Church in this and every place, make your presence known now to
those who come forward to receive prayers from others in this fellowship.

God of all, heal strife among nations and individuals so all may walk in your ways and live
in your peace. We pray for our missionaries in Kampala, Uganda and Tijuana, Mexico and India
and for our ministry partners: Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (our LCMC), First
Priority Global, Launch Global, Global Media Outreach, Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT) and



others.
Heavenly Father, have mercy on your children who live in mental distress. Restore them

to strength of mind and a cheerful spirit.

Patient God, have pity on all who by addiction have lost health and freedom. Remove fear,
and strengthen recovery. For those who care for them grant persevering love.

Ageless God, for those increasing in years and infirmities, grant homes of dignity and patient
helpers.

God and Father of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, grant families to be families in Christ, a
safe harbor, a school for your word, and blessed by godly fathers and righteous mothers.

Eternal God, show your face to those who are on our hearts today, especially...

J3 QUIET MUSIC During Prayer & Healing;:
CLOSING PRAYER:

MINUTE for MISSION:
& GIVING THANKS to God with His tithes (first 10% income) & our offerings (beyond 10%).

Our Mercy Ministry basket today supports 1 Priority Local
Prayer requests can be written on prayer cards and turned in here and/or sent to .
Offerings are appreciated: plates are at the back of the sanctuary or give at or mail a check to:
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 611 Riverchase Parkway West, Birmingham, AL 35244.

J§ OFFERTORY HYMN: Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER: P: Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —our selves, our time, and
our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CELEBRATING & SHARING
CHRIST’S PROMISED PRESENCE IN HOLY COMMUNION

JITHE LORD'S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT: All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present as
he promised are invited to Commune. Children who have not received First Communion instruction and all
others who ARE NOT baptized are invited forward to receive a blessing in Christ.

| J3 At Distribution: # 22,27, & 31 in LBW green book

THE BLESSING, PRAYER, AND BENEDICTION




J§ HYMN to the WORLD: "Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending"

1. Lo! He comes with clouds descending, Once
for favored sinners slain; Thousand thousand
saints attending Swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord
returns to reign.

2. Ev'ry eye shall now behold him Robed in
glorious majesty; Those who set at nought and
sold him, Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply
wailing, Shall their true Messiah see.

(LBW #27)

3. Those dear tokens of his Passion Still his
dazzling body bears, Cause of endless
exultation To his ransomed worshipers. With
what rapture, with what rapture, with what
rapture Gaze we on those glorious scars!

4. Yea, amen, let all adore thee, High on thine
eternal throne; Savior, take the pow'r and
glory, Claim the kingdom as thine own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Thou shalt reign,
and thou alone!

THE DISMISSAL: P: In the strength of Christ, let’s go in peace; and serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE:

“Soon and Very Soon”

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King. Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

THE SCRIPTURE TO CONSIDER FOR NEXT SUNDAY’S (12/07) WORSHIP:

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Matthew 3:1-12

THE SCRIPTURE TO CONSIDER FOR THIS WEDNESDAY’S WORSHIP:

Romans 15:4-13

4For whatever was written in earlier times was
written for our instruction, so that through perseverance
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. > Now may the God who gives perseverance and
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with
one another according to Christ Jesus, ® so that with one
accord you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also

accepted us to the glory of God. ® For I say that Christ has

become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the
truth of God to confirm the promises given to the

fathers, ° and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His
mercy; as it is written, “Therefore I will give praise to
You among the Gentiles, And I will sing to Your name.”
10 Again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.”
' And again, “Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, And let
all the peoples praise Him.” '? Again Isaiah says, “There
shall come the root of Jesse, And He who arises to rule
over the Gentiles, In Him shall the Gentiles hope.”

13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

God’s Path for Growth as a Disciple/Follower of Jesus:

Save the Lost — Luke 19:10
Pastor the Saved — Acts 2:41-47
Equip the Pastored — Ephesians 4:11-16

a. prayer b. evangelism

c. discipleship ~ d. team

Send the Equipped — Matthew 28:18-20



