
#11 of 12 - 5 & 10 on the 15th 
(a monthly series on impactful Christians who poured out (5) their lives in Christ’s strength and power (10) sent out around the 15th 

of each month) 

“A Life Fueled by Prayer: The Legacy of R.A. Torrey” 

Scripture that Characterized His Life: 
“Call to Me and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” 
— Jeremiah 33:3  

Intro Refrain 
This is the eleventh in a monthly series this year entitled Victorious Christians You Should Know from 
Warren Wiersbe’s book by this title, introducing you each month to one amazing Christian from the past. 

Church history is so important! It’s both encouraging and inspiring to hear how Christians have sought 
the Lord, lived for Him, been sustained by Him to accomplish great things in the Kingdom of God, and 
then die and pass into eternal life. We are the church in our time! We must both take up the cause of 
Christ in our day and also live for Jesus with dedication and passion – laying down our lives so that the 
life of Christ might be lived in us and through us. I hope these short sketches inspire you to read more 
about each of these Christians and to go out, asking Holy Spirit, to help you live a more earnest and 
uncompromising Christian life. 

“A Life Fueled by Prayer: The Legacy of R.A. Torrey” 

An R.A. Torrey quote that Characterized His Life: 
“Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God’s infinite grace and power.” — R.A. Torrey 

Reuben Archer Torrey (1856–1928) was a pastor, evangelist, educator, and author — but above all, he was 
a man of prayer and of the Word. As the first superintendent of what would later become Moody Bible 
Institute, and as a close associate of D.L. Moody himself, Torrey left a powerful legacy of gospel 
proclamation and practical Christian living. 

Perhaps most moving is the story of how his life was redirected by the persistent prayers of his mother. 
As a young man, Torrey walked away from faith, even writing to his mother that he no longer believed 
the Bible. But she prayed — pleading with God day and night for her son’s salvation. One day, broken 
and ashamed, he fell to his knees and cried out, “Oh God, if there is a God, show me, and I will do 
anything You ask.” God answered that cry. Torrey came to saving faith in Christ and never looked back. 

Early Life and Education 
Born in Hoboken, New Jersey, Torrey was raised in a Christian home but became skeptical during his 
college years at Yale. Yet his mother’s prayers and God’s mercy eventually turned his heart. After his 
conversion, he returned to Yale to study theology and was later ordained to the ministry. 

In 1889, D.L. Moody invited him to serve as the first superintendent of the newly founded Bible Institute 
of the Chicago Evangelization Society, which later became Moody Bible Institute. Torrey would help 
shape its direction for decades. 

 



Evangelist to the Nations 
R.A. Torrey preached across the United States, England, Australia, China, Japan, and India, always 
emphasizing two foundational things: prayer and the Word of God. Along with song leader Charles 
Alexander, he led international evangelistic campaigns that saw tens of thousands of conversions. His 
message was simple, bold, and Spirit-empowered. 

In sermon after sermon, he urged people to repent, believe in Jesus, and live a life of holiness and spiritual 
power. But he also taught believers how to walk with God through prayer, study, and surrender. His 
books, such as How to Pray, The Power of Prayer and the Prayer of Power, and What the Bible Teaches, remain 
classics. 

Prayer and Power 
Torrey believed that prayer was the engine behind every spiritual breakthrough. He spent hours each day 
in intercession, and he taught believers to pray with faith, persistence, and confidence in God's promises. 
He once wrote, 
“We are too busy to pray, and so we are too busy to have power.” 

He also believed deeply in the power of the Holy Spirit. He was convinced that every Christian should 
live a Spirit-filled life — not one of emotionalism or performance, but one of yielded obedience and bold 
witness. He pointed people not to themselves but to Christ, and to the indwelling Spirit who empowers 
the Christian life. 

Legacy and Final Days 
Torrey served as dean of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles (now Biola University) from 1912 to 1924. He 
preached until the end of his life and died peacefully in 1928. 

Through his preaching, teaching, and writing, R.A. Torrey helped usher in a wave of practical 
evangelicalism built on two unshakable foundations: the power of prayer and the authority of the Word of God. 
His life reminds us that no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace — and that the faithful prayers of a 
mother (or any intercessor) may be the very means by which eternity is changed. 

Selected Scriptures and Quotes: 
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” — 
John 15:7 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” — Colossians 4:2 

“We are too busy to pray, and so we are too busy to have power.” — R.A. Torrey 
“All that God is, and all that God has, are at the disposal of prayer.” — R.A. Torrey 
“God’s Word is pure and sure, in spite of the devil, in spite of your fear, in spite of everything.” — R.A. 
Torrey 

 


