












Synopsis for Hearts Across Forever
Kathryn Calder is dedicated to her NY city career until an unexpected assisgnment 
to Jamaica changes the path of her life. From the moment she arrives on the exotic 
island, she is haunted by odd memories from a distant past. Is Flynt Kincade, the 
stranger she meets in an art gallery, part of that past? Kathryn senses he is, especially 
when dreams connecting her with Flynt grow more vivid. A visit to Rose Hall Great 
Plantation draws Kathryn into a scene from long ago when evil reigned in Jamaica 
and the white witch of Rose Hall was a part of the danger. Can a love a� air from old 
Jamaica reach across forever and bring Kathryn and Flynt together?

Janice Hoff man

Janice Hoff man’s fi rst book of 
poetry is launching June 11, 2019.

She is a member of CBW and 
holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Indiana University and has 
taught creative writing, expository 
writing, and literature in Indiana 
and Kentucky and now teaches 
at the Historic Triangle Campus 
of Th omas Nelson Community 
College in Virginia where she also 
co-hosts a monthly poetry reading. 
In 2017, she was runner-up for 
Poet Laureate of Hampton Roads. 
She is a member of several local 
writing groups, as well as the Poetry 
Society of Virginia and those of a 
couple other states. 

She presents workshops on 
how creative writing enhances 
positive mental health.  She lives in 
Williamsburg, with her husband, 
grandson, and two Chocolate Labs.

She is represented by High Tide 
Publications, Inc. 

Mary Montague Sikes

Hearts Across Forever (second 
edition, revised) is launching April 19, 
2019. 

It is part of the Passenger to Paradise 
Series:

Passenger to Paradise Series:
1- Hearts Across Forever – Jamaica
2- Eagle Rising – Sedona
3-Night Watch – Trinidad
4- Secrets by the Sea – Antigua
5- Jungle Jeopardy – Costa Rico, Central 
America

She is represented by High Tide 
Publications., Inc.

March - April 2019

From Bradley Harper:

My audiobook, A Knife in the Fog, 
just won the Headphone ward from 
Audiofi le Magazine for the category of 
Mystery and Suspense.

Th e novel is a fi nalist for the Edgar 
(Mystery Writers of America) for best 
First Novel by an American. Th e award 
ceremony is April 25 at the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel in New York City.

I’ve recently agreed to sell the rights to 
Japan to a Japanese publisher, Hayakawa 
Publishing Corporation.

Wish me luck at the Edgars!
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Member News



How Cowboy Found His Forever 
Home 

Book Proceeds to Benefit 
No-Kill Animal Shelter Project

Author Gwen Keane is an animal lover. On the board of directors of 
Northern Neck Partners for Pets (NNPP), a 501(c )(3) grassroots project in 
the Northern Neck, she was looking for a way to help raise funds. “NNPP 
has a vision-to end animal cruelty and foster a shelter where unwanted cats 
and dogs can live without fear, hunger, or needless pain and suffering,” Keane 
states. “There is no public funding for the long-term care of these animals. It 
falls on the private sector to supply these essential services.

Keane has personal experience in this area. She has adopted abandoned 
animals and recently fostered Cowboy, a beagle. “I thought his story might 
help others who are considering adoption, and raise money for the shelter.”

She contacted Jeanne Johansen, owner of High Tide Publications in 
Deltaville. Johansen and Keane had worked together on other projects 
including Gwen’s first book, Local Color, a history of growing up in the 
Northern Neck in the 1960’s. “I wanted to do it,” Johansen said. “We adopted 
an abandoned beagle and two cats. There is such a profound need for these 
unwanted dogs and cats. High Tide Publications does one or two projects a 
year for non-profits who are trying to raise funds. We donate our time to give 
back to the community we love so much.”

Their collaboration resulted in How Cowboy Found His Forever Home. 
“We’re not going to give away the ending,” Keane said. “But it is a happy one.” 
Neither Keane or Johansen took any payment. “All proceeds from the sale of 
the book will go to NNPP. It’s our goal to sell 1,000 books.”

The book was released December 10, 2018 by High Tide Publications, 
Deltaville, Virginia. It is available on Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, or from 
the author. For additional information, contactcom. The website for NNPP is 
https://northernneckpartnersforpets.org. Reprinted with permission from 

the Southside Sentinel
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Giving Back to the Community

“Playing Santa has taught 
me a lot about myself and 
made me a better person.”

While in our modern world, threats 
by disease in an overcrowded city-space 
like Whitechapel are mostly behind us, 
we still have work to do. As a former 
MD who spends his time granting 
wishes in December, I believe my voice 
as a writer and a medical professional 
can help those fighting Cancer and other 
life-threatening diseases, especially the 
children.

Consequently, my donation-group-
of-choice is Saint Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital. A portion of my 
author proceeds goes to support their 
mission. If you are so inspired to make 
a donation, I hope you will do so in the 
name of a loved one… or perhaps in 
honor of Dr. Joseph Bell.

From Bradley Harper’s Website

“Giving Back”

https://bharperauthor.com

UPDATE:  The day I agreed to foster the little stray Beagle, I named Cowboy, I never dreamed he would become 
a local celebrity. Cowboy is a rabbit hound who fell on hard times. I am on the board of The Northern Neck Partners 
for Pets (NNPP). We are always looking for ways to make money. I thought Cowboy’s story would make a great book. 
a Working together with my publisher, “How Cowboy Found His Forever Home” was born.

The book came out in January and immediately was on Amazon’s One Hundred List. I posted updates on 
Facebook.Then Cowboy became ill and I discovered how many people cared about Cowboy. After recovering from 
an infection, on March 16, he had his first book signing at The Blue Water Deli in Kilmarnock. People kept coming 
not only to buy books but those who already had bought the book wanted to  just meet him. At the end of the day, 
we had received two more book signing events. So, this little Beagle, is now a local celebrity. Everyone seems to know 
Cowboy and the best thing is all of the fuss hasn’t changed him at all.

How do you give back 
to the community? Tell 
me your story so I can 
include it in the next 

newsletter.



March - April 2019
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Getting Your Book Reviewed

IMHO, lack of reviews will kill a book faster than 
anything -except a fire.

It is are enough to work on your book, edit it, find a 
publisher or do it yourself, and then the magic release date 
arrives. You leap out of bed, run to the computer, log on to 
Amazon (or whatever), and there it is! Your book, your name, 
and instant fame. 

Your do this every morning and (shock!) no one is 
ordering or reading you book. Writer rejection! It’s enough 
to make you hang up your keyboard.

So, after preparing for months, your release date and the 
ensuing days go off with a whimper. Not quite the bang you 
expected. 

Why are reviews important?
As consumers, we look for validation. This is especially 

true for books. In traditional publishing, we ask for 
endorsements by well-known authors and public figures. 
They are a key element of our marketing.  Whether you went 
the traditional, hybrid or self-publishing route, the success of 
your book rests on the readers who give your book a review 
on Goodreads, Amazon, and blogs.

This issue, we’ll look at Amazon KDP Select
Amazon giveaways are still the reigning book promotion 

tool. There are dozens of sites that will post your free days. 
Most of them require a minimum number of reviews. Catch 
22: You cannot promote your book without reviews, and you 
can’t get reviews without promotion.

Go to the Amazon website and do your own research 
about their requirements. Even if you HATE Amazon, it 
is worth the research to understand what they can do for 
you. Even readers who order from an indie bookstore, or 
one of the big box stores like Barnes and Noble seek advice 
from reviews on Amazon. Learn to live with the fact that 
approximately 61% of new book sales (eBook and Print) go 
through Amazon. Use it to your advantage.

If you decide to use the Amazon giveaway 
program, here is a plan:*

There are two steps to this process. First, you need to 
make sure your book has reviews. Many of the sites that 
advertise Kindle giveaways require a minimum number of 
reviews (three, five, ten or, in some cases, more than twenty).

How do you get reviews? Send out a press release, 
well in advance of your book’s publication, to any 
groups, online media, and reviewers who might be 
interested - including everyone you have ever known 
or met. Offer to send them a free PDF file, and make 
sure you have a dynamite summary that will get them 
interested. (Pester the people who have promised to 
write a review until they do. This is not the time to 
be shy.)

Now choose your free days on KDP 
Select

Once you have booked your free days. Send out 
notices to these sites. (Read their guidelines now. 
Many require advance notice):  Note: This list was 
updated on 2/19/19

It’s Write Now 
Free & Discounted Books
The Kindle Book Review 
Ereader News Today
Kindle Book Promos
Ereader Café 
Awesome Gang 
Frugal Freebies 
Indie Book of the Day
Bargain Ebook Hunter
Free Booksy
Ebooks Habit 
Ebook Lister
Orangeberry (3 reviews needed)
Ereader Love
Indie Author News
ContentMo
Free Books
Free Ebooks Blog
Book Angel
Pretty Hot
Book Bub (Books only – no short stories)
Reading Deals  (Books only – no short stories)
Read Free.ly
Discount Book Man
Indies Unlimited
Free Books
Free Books Blog
Free Kindle Books
Book Hippo
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Boards
Book Bazaar at Kindle Boards - Join, and chat away.
Mobile Read Forums
Free Books - Goodreads group

On the day your book is free, post on these 
Facebook Sites:

https://www.facebook.com/ourawesomegang
http://www.facebook.com/BookGoodies
https://www.facebook.com/KindleNation
https://www.facebook.com/kindle
https://www.facebook.com/EreaderNewsToday
https : //www.facebook.com/pages/The-Frugal-

eReader/101086513289732 
https://www.facebook.com/getfreeebooks
https://www.facebook.com/FreeBooksDaily
https://www.facebook.com/FreeDigitalReads
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Free-Kindle-Books-

Updated-Daily/155923931093850
https://www.facebook.com/TheeReaderCafe 
http://facebook.com/iauthor?sk=wall 
http://facebook.com/IndieBookLounge
https://www.facebook.com/JumpSeatBookClub
https://www.facebook.com/ebooksfreefreefree
https://www.facebook.com/digitalinktoday
https://www.facebook.com/KindleUtopia
https://www.facebook.com/effectiveteachingsolutions 

(for children’s books only)
https://www.facebook.com/bookboodle
https://www.facebook.com/authormarketingclub
https://www.facebook.com/iauthor
https://www.facebook.com/groups/341840249197060/
https://www.facebook.com/eReader1.US
https://www.facebook.com/eReader1.UK
https://www.facebook.com/weloveebooks
https://www.facebook.com/earthsbooknook
https://www.facebook.com/WorldLitCafe

Twitter Hashtags
#FreeKindleBooks
#freekindle
#free
#freebook
#FreeKindleBook
#kindlepromo
#freedownload
#BookADayUK (UK only)
#bookboost

#BookGiveaway
#KDPSelect
#Kindle 
#KindleBargain
#KindleBooks
#KindleBargain
#FREEBOOK
#indiekindle
#freekindleebooks
#Readthis

Send Tweets to:
@FreeEbooks
@Freekindle8ooks
@IARTG (add #IARTG to any tweet you want 

them to retweet)
@MichRockx (fantasy)
@freebooksdaily
@amazon
@freereadfeed
@freedailybooks
@IndiesBookPromo

@IAN_AuthorPromo
@AuthorNetwork 
@asmsg (writers circle)
@IndieAuthorNews
@kindlebookpulse
@kindleebooks

That’s it for this issue. Publishing your book is not 
the end of your work. You need to engage with your 
readers, keep your name and title out there, and 
make it happen. This column is the opinion of the 
newsletter editor and does not reflect an endorsement 
by CBW.

Credit must be given to *https://
curiosityneverkilledthewriter.com/top-25-sites-for-
finding-reviewers-fbad93801320 for the information 
on the list of sites. Check out her website for great 
information.

Another great website is https://www.theindieview.
com/indie-reviewers/

Good luck!


