I. {I-f

e BT

ARCH 2026
" Mailed to all addresses m % _J

f‘{Guthrle Center, Adair and
Casey and on newsstands jﬂ

LOCAL MAN CAVES AND
SHE SHEDS TELL w _
PERSONAL STORIES

OU’LL FIND A LITTLE BIT OF
EVERYTHING AT HOMETOWN
BASICS IN CASEY 1
NATALIE STEPHENS PL TS
ROOTS WITH THYME TO (c]:{e)"/

PAGE 24—t

THE COMFORT OF A SAVORY
" LASAGNA BAKING IN THE OVEN
~— ANY TIME OF THE YEAR

PAGE 36

"-at ) e =ik

' 'i;'

= A b, a.. ot . i "“i "Iq-;_ _.
A A BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA PUBLICATION GUTHRIECENTERTIMES.COM



R o & i e

WARMER WEATHER
IS ON THE WAY.

Most major breakdowns start small.

Routine maintenance catches problems early
before they turn into expensive emergencies.

INTRODUCING OUR
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Doug’s Plumbing and Heating Inc, is launching
our first ever Maintenance Agreement with special
introductory pricing for a limited

number of homeowners.

ENROLL NOW AND RECEIVE:
Seasonal Heating & Cooling Tune-Ups
v Complete Safety Inspections

Priority Service Scheduling ALL FOR JUST

v Improved Efficiency & Extended
Equipment Life 99
10% OFF Repair Parts

v 10% OFF Replacement Equipment per year

per system

That 10% discount alone could save

you hundreds-even thousands- on LIMITED TIME ONLY!

major repairs or on new systems.

Offer ends March 37 DOUG'S pLUMBING
CALL TARA TODAYv
MON-FRI 9AM-3PM & HEATING INC'

641-757-0065 LOCAL. TRUSTED. RELIABLE.

2164 Hwy 25, Guthrie Center
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WWW.PANORAFIBER.COM 641 -755-2141
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| Guthrie Center: 641.332.2218 Panora: 641.755.2400

Free estimates for accident damage
Work with all insurance companies

222 SE 12TH ST, PANORA | 641-755-4692
WWW.IOWATRENCHLESS.COM
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GUTHRIE COUNTY
102 Wormen
on a NMryion

Looking to be involved and contribute to the community?

MAY 26 | 5:30 p.m. Cafe on the Hill
2003 State St., Guthrie Center
AUG. 25| 5:30 p.m. Summit Grove
113 N.E. Second St., Stuart
NOV. 17 | 5:30 p.m. Lake Lumber Co.
405 E. Clay St., Panora

Join us at
our next
meeting!

BECOME A
MEMBER TODAY!

Meet new people, make new friends!

* Quarterly meetings

* Local organization benefit

+ Each member $100/quarter

+ One organization benefits per quarter after
vote receiving over $10,000!

* Members nominate organization
Follow Facebook for group details & meetings!

@) /10squaredwomengc

Email 10squaredgc@gmail.com to sign up today!

2026
GUTHRIE
COUNTY

BUILDING YOUR FUTURE IN STEM!

Saturday, March 28 « Sam-12pm @ SAVE
Panora Elementary School | 401 Panther Drive, Panora THE
Open to all youth and families grades K-6th St

This memranon nam saal ppprarmaniy prmeder, Far tha full nee-facremeansr

QY% JOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

ra e 51 AT AIISn MR, 5 T e s esssn e sd ulagal
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' Extension and Outreach NOW!
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

’LL BE IN THE MAN CAVE

room. Beer signs. Foosball tables. Dart
boards. Giant TVs. You get the idea.
But, just when we thought we had our

A man cave is a male retreat, a sanc- there for hours nestled
tuary of sorts for the masculine gender.  in very manly maga-
It could be physically located in a spare  zines and open boxes of

bedroom, a den or even a tree house, tools. Let’s call the base- own space, the female gender had to
but, quite often, the basement or garage = ment, man cave.” It then come up with one of their own, loving-
are the man cave locations of choice gained traction in 1993 ly referred to as the “she-shed.” I can’t
where we men can do as we please. For with the “Men Are from even pronounce it, but that’s OK, as long
the most part. Mars, Women Are from as it doesn’t infringe on my space.

The man cave term was first used in Venus” book by John Shane Ilike my man cave. It’s a great place to
1992 in the Toronto Star newspaper Gray. Goodman watch a game, read a magazine or take
by Joanne Lovering: “With his cave of The truthisthat =~ s - anap. And, I am not alone. In this issue,
solitude secured against wife intrusion we men have stuff, and it is stuff that we share the stories of other men who
by cold floors, musty smells and a few doesn’t seem appropriate to our wives have created their own man caves. They
strategic cobwebs, he will stay down for the kitchen, family room or bed- may inspire you do to the same. And, to

ABOUT THE QR CODES IN OUR PUBLICATION: Point your smartphone camera at the code and Try it now! Scan the code to
the right to join our email list.

tap the prompt on the screen to follow the link. We have included QR codes to contact us, to view
movie trailers, connect to websites and more. Many of our advertisers also use QR codes in their
ads to direct you to their website or to connect you with special offers.

Insuring your life helps
protect their future.

It can also provide for today.

I'll show you how a life insurance policy with living
benefits can help your family with both long-term

and short-term needs.

GET TO ABETTER STATE
Call me today.

Robert Carr Insurance Agency Inc.
Robert Carr, Agent

©% St ate Fa rmw 111 S. 4th St., Guthrie Center, 1A 50115
641-332-2263

robert@robertcarrinsurance.com
www.robertcarrinsurance.com

balance things out and keep everyone
happy, we feature a she-shed, too.

Have a great month, and thanks for
reading. H

e

Shane Goodman ey
Editor and Publisher E [T
Guthrie Center Times I:'II' '
641-332-2707 it}
shane@gctimesnews.com [®]
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COVER STORY

PLACES TO GET AWAY

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

A well-known saying claims, “A man’s
home is his castle” There is something
special about a place that is not accessible
to everyone. For men, these spots are often
called “man caves,” while “she shed” is a
common term for the fairer sex’s getaway.

Some people use these places to get
away from everyone else, perhaps to work
on artistic creations or hobbies. Others use
a getaway as a spot for quality time with
select friends and family.

It seems that nearly everyone appreci-
ates a place to get away from it all. Even
Superman had his “Fortress of Solitude.”
Whether it is a man cave or a she shed, and
whether it is used for time alone or group
get-togethers, many people enjoy having
some type of refuge.

BILL BYARS

The basement man cave of Bill Byars of
Adair is full of photographs, autographs
and various memorabilia. But the main
thing that fills the space is the memories.
Every item recalls a loved one, trip or story
that Byars enjoys sharing.

Byars has a treasure trove of knowledge
and trivia about the various topics repre-
sented in his basement, including famous
athletes and celebrities, Harley-Davidson
motorcycles, Adair-Casey school history,
Templeton Rye whiskey, “The Andy Griffith
Show,” and the local pursuit of criminals
Bonnie and Clyde, to name a few.

Byars explained how his man cave came
to be in such an eclectic style.

“I grew up in the days of TGI Fridays, so
my idea for a family room was to cover the
walls with memorabilia, and now I'm hav-
ing to get kind of selective about where I
can put stuff,” he said. “I try to bring back
something from vacation every year, and
when I go to Sturgis and the Black Hills”

Over the years, Byars’ pursuit of memo-
rabilia and autographs has taught him not
to be shy. Many of his best stories resulted
from approaching a celebrity and simply
starting a conversation.

Byars told of visiting one on one with
William “The Refrigerator” Perry, who
played in Super Bowl XX in January 1986
after the 1985 season by the Chicago Bears.
Byars said Perry allowed him to try on Per-
ry’s Super Bowl ring. For those unfamiliar
with Perry, his “Fridge” nickname was not
based on being a cool character, but rather

[~

Byars is a proud Bomber.

on his imposing size. Byars quickly real-
ized that included ring size.

“It was a size 23,” Byars said. “I got al-
most three fingers into it

Byars also told of enjoying lunch with
Bob Lilly, a Hall of Fame Dallas Cowboys
great from the 1960s and 1970s.

He has met many Baseball Hall of Fame
players and has the memorabilia to prove

LOCAL MAN CAVES
AND SHE SHEDS TELL
PERSONAL STORIES

SINIL H3INFD IHHLNG | SHOIM HOIY AG SOLOHd

The Dallas Cowboys have a prominent display.

it.

“I had dinner with Tom Browning, who
pitched a perfect game for the Reds. He
autographed his book for me. He was a
character. I met Bob Feller multiple times
when I went to his museum,” Byars said.

“I met Tom Seaver, Ernie Banks and Ozzie
Smith. My favorite? Yogi Berra”
Because the collection in the Byars base-

ment is so diverse, there is something to
catch almost anyone’s attention.

“When people come down here for the
first time, I just sit down while they walk all
around and ask about some of the stuff,”
Byars said. “There’s probably nothing that’s
worth a lot of money, but it’s worth a lot to

me!
Byars has many autographed items,
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“The Andy Griffith Show” items are a favorite of Bill Byars.

some of which are personalized.

“I've got Harley-Davidson stuff. I met
the guys at ‘American Chopper’ and got
their signatures. I've got golf stuff; [ met
Zach Johnson,” Byars said. “I'm a big Dal-
las Cowboys fan from their earlier years.
Pretty cool — I've met a couple of them in
person. I've got a stadium seat from the
old stadium. I've got old vintage posters
from back in the day.”

One section of the man cave is devoted
to memorabilia and signed items from
“The Andy Griffith Show.”

“I've been to Mount Airy, Andy’s home-
town,” Byars said. “I've got a plate from
Aunt Bea’s kitchen”

Despite the seemingly endless supply of
stories and memorabilia lining the walls of
Byars’ basement, one collection is clearly
the most meaningful. As Byars showed
one corner of his space, he explained why
it means so much.

“The rest of it I would consider a passion
or hobby, but this is my ultimate prize.
This is my father’s stuff. He was a World
War II vet, and he flew on a B-17 as a gun-
ner. I had a guy make an exact replica of
his plane. I had my brother-in-law make
the stand, and in the center is an original
oxygen tank from a B-17”

Byars admitted he never heard much
from his father about World War II. Many
wartime veterans are somewhat close-
lipped. Eventually, Byars decided it was
time to learn more.

“He very seldom talked about his time
in the war. Long after he passed, I realized
that I didn’t know much about his service,
so I started delving into it,” Byars said. “I
dug into obituaries of his crew members

and tried to find people who had photos
of the crew, and they started sending them
tome”

Byars learned how the crew’s plane was
named.

“The name of the plane was Jenny Lou,”
he said. “She was a country music star
back in the day, and the pilot was smitten
with her”

Byars also learned many details of his
father’s missions, including that he served
as a waist gunner on the B-17 during 15
combat missions, including bombing runs
over Italy, Sicily and Germany.

Byars pointed out a photo of his father
arriving home from the war.

“That was the day he came home to sur-
prise Grandpa and Grandma. My grand-
father was in World War I in the trenches
in France,” Byars said. “That picture was
taken in September 1945

Through years of research, Byars discov-
ered that some records of his father’s mili-
tary service had been destroyed in a fire,
but he was glad to learn what he could.

“My father earned four Bronze Stars,” he
said.

SUZANNE MICHAELS

The she shed of Suzanne Michaels is,
quite literally, a shed. And it is likely to
serve three purposes: storage, a she shed
for Suzanne and a man cave for her hus-
band, Troy.

Suzanne explained that when she and
Troy bought their home in Guthrie Center,
there was a shed in the backyard that had
fallen into disrepair.

“It was really falling apart. There was a
lot of straw and stuff in there, so that’s why

LAND SALES
AND AUCTIONS

NATIONAL EXPOSURE. LOCAL EXPERTISE.

E h“(TIONs#

A division/trade name of
Whitetail Properties Real Estate.

AT
WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE

HUNTING | RANCH | FARM | TIMBER

As a Guthrie County resident and landowner with nearly 11 years of
real estate experience, | understand the local land market trends.
Contact me today to learn more about our best-in-class real estate

listing and land auction services.

GARRET ARMSTRONG

WEST CENTRAL IOWA LAND SPECIALIST
641.757.9156

garret.armstrong@whitetailproperties.conﬁ =

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC DBA Whitetail Properties, DBA Whitetail Properties Real Estate. Licensed in A, - Richard F. Baugh, Broker.

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW ' E‘E E

ORI
YOU TASTE IT

AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHz

OMAHA STEAKS
\ SINCE 1917 __g

Butcher’s Classic Pack
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

78237XDS  separately $366-93 312999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER | OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 78237XDS

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be
substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

(- J N N N NG NN

NOW!
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FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY

FISH FRIDAY 5-8

plus other dinner options available

following manufacturer's
collision repair procedures

ent damage.
hoall i ance Companies.

GIVEUS A CALL! 641-427- 5831

Cr:r(ffsfc:h CQ!"WF.FTJI'S Ih{'.‘.--

101 Main St, Bagley ccofiowa@gmail.com

Known for our hot beef & homestyle lunch specials

Biscuits & Gravy « Pancakes « Bacon « Cinnamon Rolls « MORE!

2003 State St., Guthrie Center

MON<WED-THU<FRI-SUN 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
39 FRIDAY NIGHTS 5-8PM (Tuesday & Saturday CLOSED)

I thought it had been a chicken coop,” she
said. “The guy across the street said it was
a shed that came from one of the cabins
out by Lake Panorama.”

Since the shed was in rough shape, the
couple nearly took the easy option of get-
ting rid of it.

“My husband wanted to burn it and put
a garage in, and I said, ‘No, it’s so cool, the
shape of it So we took it down to just the
shell, and then we got lots of big cement
blocks and gradually started jacking it up,”
Michaels said. “We made a rock founda-
tion.”

As the couple slowly worked on the
shed, they encountered various obstacles
along the way.

“My husband framed all this out. We put
on a roof, but then a tree branch fell and
damaged it,” Michaels said. “And we put in
a little wood-burning stove that we hauled
down from Minnesota. Last year we ran

WORIZON

LAWN & LANDSCAPE

The wood stove will make the shed
usable in all seasons.

into some water issues. There have always
been issues with trying to get the darn
thing finished. We’ve been working on it
about eight years. But we've been working
on the house, too, so this doesn’t get the

”

time.

CALL NOW!

Don’t Let Crabgrass Take Over!

Book Your Lawn Fertilizing & Spraying
Before It's Too Late

641-740-7087

horizonlawnlandscapes@gmail.com

Routine Mowing, Aeration, Fertilization, Weed Control & Landscaping.
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PHOTOS BY RICH WICKS | GUTHRIE CENTER TIMES

Since the couple wants the shed to be
for more than just storage, Michaels has
been selective about the appearance and
color scheme.

“My brother came and did the ceil-
ing a year or two ago, and he insulated
it. And the doors came from a salvage
place in Des Moines. I took them all the
way down to the wood and then painted
them,” she said. “I think we're going to
put in workbench areas so we have room
to work on things. My husband makes
bows, so he can do some of that out
here.”

Another expected use for the shed re-
lates to the couple’s love of gardening
and landscaping.

“We’ll probably do a lot of plant pot-
ting out here,” Michaels said. “And we're
artists.”

After eight years, the couple would like
to get the shed completed, but there is no

FARM T0

FARM FRESH BEEF
SHOP ONLINEAT
WWW.BCANGUS. COM

SHOP IN PERSON BY CALLING
BLAIR AT 6%41-740-5016

ek LA e,
Early stages of framing up the shed.

clear timeline.

“It’s close,” Michaels said. “But every
time something in the house needs to be
done, this becomes a lower priority.” H

LEARN LIKE A GENIUS
WITH FIBER INTERNET

There's always something to learn, whether you want to
understand a challenging topic more clearly, gain knowledge
to advance in your career, or develop the skills to master a new
hobby. Want to take full advantage of the resources online?
You need our fiber internet.

Its ultra-fast speed eliminates buffering to enhance the
experience of watching videos and participating in workshops.
Plus, our 99.9% reliability means learning has no limits.

PANORA FIBER FUELS UNSTOPPABLE CURIOSITY.
Call 641.755.2424 in Panora or 641.332.2000
in Guthrie Center.

PANORA ciins  wossines
»

Panora, IA50216 Guthrie Center, |IA 50115

641.755.2424 641.332.2000
Fast - Reliable - Local panorafiber.com

Cornerstone Group © 2026
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Two Convenient Locations!
601 W. Main Street, Panora & 302 E. Main Street, Panora

ALL SEASONS CAR WASH /f%)\

Let’s help you ¢
find the gold! -~

1 T
Spring home buying season is in full swing, and

we're here to help you every step of the way.

® Let's turn your house hunt into a lucky find!

m
|.,l".|

|
Nt Y «._'. Y - | -

+ Free Mortgage Checkup + Construction Loans
+ Conventional Loans + FHA Loans
a0, + Jumbo Loans + VA Loans
', *+ Refinancing Options + Creative Financing Options
-

120 E. MAIN ST, PANORA | 641-755-2141
MEMBER FDIC| B

lowa@P) Trust

SHORE LINES

HEALTH

GROUNDBREAKING HELD FOR
GCH CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

Guthrie County Hospital held a cer-
emonial groundbreaking on Wednesday,
March 11 for the construction project
that is about to begin. Prior to the out-
door groundbreaking, speakers offered
remarks to attendees in the Sneakers
Café.

Speakers included GCH Foundation/
Marketing Director Dennis Flanery,
GCH Trustee Mike Underwood, Guth-

rie County Supervisor Steve Smith, GCH
CEO Chris Stipe and USDA State Director
Mike Sexton.

Flanery noted that he was born in the
hospital 64 years ago when the hospital
was only 11 years old. He said he is excit-
ed to see what the hospital and campus
will look like when the project is com-
pleted.

Stipe said the project is expected to
take 2.5 years, and he asked for the com-
munity’s patience throughout the pro-
cess. ll

BUSINESS

NEW OWNERSHIP SOUGHT FOR
PIONEERS PUB & GRUB IN CASEY

Special to Guthrie Center Times

Colleen Conrad isn’t just selling a
restaurant — she is passing on a piece
of Casey’s history. The owner of Pio-
neers Pub & Grub, 618 McPherson St.
in Casey, is looking for a new buyer but
promises the pub will stay open for din-
ers and community events until the
right person comes along.

For Conrad, the restaurant was never
the main goal. Through her company,
Conrad Ventures, she has spent the
past decade reviving Casey’s historic
buildings, turning neglected spaces
into thriving homes and businesses.
From restoring the Heritage Building —
now apartments and shops like Revel
Spa — to helping launch and ultimately

sell Tin Lizzie’s Sports Bar, her work
has reshaped the town’s landscape. The
three buildings that house Pioneers
Pub & Grub are the next step in that vi-
sion.

Even as she steps back from daily res-
taurant life, Conrad plans to remain
deeply involved in Casey. She says she
is committed to historic preservation,
affordable housing and community
programs supporting families in need.
Her hope is to find a buyer who shares
her love for the town and its heritage,
ensuring that Pioneers Pub & Grub re-
mains not just a business, but a vibrant
part of Casey’s story.

Those interested can contact Conrad
at conradisugal96@gmail.com or 515-
491-2772. 1

LEAVE THE HARD

WORK TO US!

SEPTICS
DEMOLITION
GRADING
TRUCKING

25+ Years
of Experience)

Servicing|the

Guthrie|County,

Area.
DOZER WORK

EXCAVATION SERVICES
HAULING (ROCK/SAND/DIRT)

J-ﬁ..ﬁ

I:xca"atlng

Matt Harmann, Owner

641-755-3640 « Cell 641-757-0907
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ASK %ﬁfll\%ﬁs

Q: WHY IS THERE SUCH A
DISCREPANCY BETWEEN GAS PRICES
IN PANORA AND GUTHRIE CENTER?
THE WEEK OF FEB. 22-28, GAS WAS
$2.79 PER GALLON FOR UNLEADED
AT CASEY’S IN PANORA. THE PRICE
AT CASEY’S IN GUTHRIE CENTER
WAS $2.59 PER GALLON. ACROSS
THE STREET AT SPARKY’S, THE PRICE
WAS $2.39 PER GALLON. BUT NOW,
WITH THE PRESIDENT’S ACTIONS,
THE PRICE ON MARCH 3 IS $2.99 PER
GALLON AT ALL THREE STATIONS.

A:We are told that there are several factors. A
big one is the wholesale cost of fuel and when a
station places its order. One station may order
fuel on Tuesday and a station from the same
chain may order on Friday. If the price is high-
er, they will pass that cost on. Stations that sell
more fuel may also be able to get better whole-
sale prices. Demand is yet another factor. Gas
at a station near a major highway or interstate
is also likely higher than one a few miles down
the road. Even the cost of marketing or the real
estate where the station is located can impact
the prices, and they are going to be set at what-
ever makes the most sense for that individual
station.

Q: HOW MANY CANS OF SOUP
WERE COLLECTED FOR THE NEW
OPPORTUNITIES ANNUAL “SOUPER
BOWL” PROGRAM?

A: Guthrie County Outreach Coordinator
Rhonda Huggins at New Opportunities told
us the annual “Souper Bowl” program, which
ran Jan. 20 through Feb. 11, collected a total of
848 cans of soup. Guthrie County State Bank
matched donations can for can.

“We so appreciate this event and look for-
ward to it every year. The donations help us
to stock up the pantry for our clients,” Hug-

Find Your Sti"ength:-

www.guthriecentertimes.com or
email shane@gctimesnews.com.

gins said. “Thank you so much to everyone in-
volved.

Q: IS THE BURN BAN STILL IN EFFECT?
A: As of 10 a.m. on March 6, Guthrie County
and Adair County are no longer under an open
burn ban. To see the updated status of burn
bans or other important notices from the Adair
and Guthrie County Emer-
gency Management Agency,
visit https://iowa.maps.arc-
gis.com/apps/dashboards/
€22956334{d8435080ed-
851f549¢5263.

Q: | HEARD THAT WITH ALL THE
CONSTRUCTION GOING ON, ACCESS
TO THE HOSPITAL HAS CHANGED.
HOW SO?

A: Guthrie County Hospital is implementing
temporary access changes for patients while the
new construction progresses. All patients visit-
ing the GCH Specialty Clinic should use the en-
trance located just south of the ambulance bay.
Parking for GCH Specialty Clinic appointments
is located in the lot south of the ambulance bay.
Signage is posted to help guide patients to the
correct entrance and parking areas. The GCH
Clinic - Guthrie Center has temporarily relo-
cated to the trailer south of the hospital. Pediat-
rics, which is offered on Tuesdays only, has also
moved to this temporary location on its clinic
day. A newly designated parking lot is available
directly adjacent to the trailer, providing ac-
cess for all GCH Clinic and Pediatric appoint-
ments. Patients are encouraged to allow a few
extra minutes for parking and navigation during
this time. Guthrie County Hospital staff will be
available to assist anyone needing direction or
support. For questions, contact the hospital’s
main line at 641-332-2201 or visit www.guth-
riecountyhospital.org for the latest updates. l
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LOCAL FILM REVIEWS

DRACULA. MELANIA. ELVIS. STATHAM.
AND YET

“Shelter”

BY MICHAEL C. WOODY
Guthrie Center Times
“SHELTER”

While Jason Statham is not anywhere
close to obtaining an Oscar nomination,
most of his films are action heavy with
less depth to the stories than most major
releases. “Shelter” is an exception to that
rule. In this movie, he plays a man in hid-
ing, living off of the coast of some won-
derful ocean. One day he witnesses a boat
collapse, and he goes out and manages to
save a young woman from a sure drown-
ing. This rescue brings him to the atten-
tion of the bad guys who have been trying
to find where he has been hiding. The rest
of the movie is him going to great lengths
to avoid these bad guys and make sure
that they don’t get either him or this young
woman killed. “Shelter”
is an above-average Jason
Statham film, and it is en-
tertaining, which is, quite
frankly, a little surprising.
Grade:A

“THE TESTAMENT OF ANN LEE”
This is one of the year’s strangest mov-
ies. The movie stars Amanda Seyfried,
who has been in a lot of good movies this
year, and it tells us a true story about a
woman who became the leader of the
Shaker Movement. This religious move-
ment was a spin-off from the Quakers
with each having some unique rules for
their congregations. I believe the Shaker
Movement to be long gone,
but they are still known
for unique, high-quality
wooden furniture. This is
an interesting look at an
odd splinter religion. Sey-

“The Testament of Ann Lee”

fried gives a brave performance as one of
its early leaders. Grade: B+

“MELANIA”
This month’s other oddity is “Melania,”
which gives us a well-scrubbed look at
our current first lady — a former model
who may or may not have found her hus-
band, and our current president, at a Jef-
frey Epstein party. According to this film,
she could be one of the best first ladies. I
would much rather have
seen a movie that gives us a
less-than-sanitized look at
the woman. Her full story
has to be more interesting
than this movie. Grade: C

“SOLO MIO”
One of the year’s biggest surprises for
me is “Solo Mio,” a Kevin James vehicle
about a man preparing to marry his fian-
cée in Rome. No secret here; she leaves
him standing on the altar and devastated.
Since the trip and honeymoon were both
prepaid, he stays and goes it alone. That
changes when he meets a new woman.
This is not your typical, silly, slapstick, Kev-
in James film. This man is hurting, and this
woman is filling a void for
him, and we just go right
along with it all. It turns LN
into a charming film and a II"I' Fglﬂl i||||
real crowd pleaser. I L i)
Grade: B+ [=] e

- .u

“DRACULA”

How many Dracula movies have been
made? Siri tells me it is more than 170. I
am not sure if that incudes this new film,
which goes deeper into the story and
gives us a different angle — a love story.
The angle is unique and has moments,

“Melania”

but the movie runs out of gas about three
quarters in, and that’s
where the silly and mis-
placed special effects take
over. Itis also when I men-
tally checked out.
Grade:C

“SEND HELP”
Horror director Sam Raimi gives us an
almost unrecognizable Rachel McAdams
as a nerdy assistant to a new boss (Dylan
O’Brien) in “Send Help.” After being re-
luctantly added to a team business (golf)
trip, she and the team are all but wiped
out in a mid-air collision. Her boss is inca-
pacitated, so she works to keep him alive
and nurses him back to health. Without
giving anything away, at
this point, the film flips
the table on the audience.
This plot device left me
shaking my head and ask-
ing, “Why”? Grade: C

“WUTHERING HEIGHTS”

I grew up looking at the spine of this
bookin our living room bookcase, nev-
er reading it or even asking what it was
about. So, here’s what I discovered: It is
about a beautiful young woman and her
husband whose lives are interrupted by
another man who takes a serious inter-
estin the man’s wife. This threesome is
played well by three beautiful people.
IMDB shows at least 20 adaptations
of this literary classic. Not sure how I
missed those? This adap-
tation has a strong cast El'] o E
with Margot Robbie and .|- 1 .E,.i': I!" bt
her suitor played by Jacob i :I__I_IEl A 1-
Elordi. The sex is steamy e, i‘il ot
and kinky at times as [ !Fm' i

ANOTHER *SCREAM’ MOVIE

“Solo Mio”

these two men continue to woo this pos-
sibly insatiable young woman. The movie
is well-made, well-cast and well-acted
but falls flat when everyone has their
clothes on. Grade: B

iiG OAT!!
This is an animated movie about a
team of animals playing in a champion-
ship basketball game, but they have add-
ed a new player. This one is a goat, play-
ing off of the nickname “greatest of all-
time” (the GOAT). The animation is wild
and crazy, and the characters are all well
drawn in an over-the-top animated style,
but the story is soft. Most young audienc-
es are not going to know or
care, but the adults do. For [m] .'flliflil.i"m
the inevitable sequel, the e Ty
writers should spend a lit-

tle more time on the story. & Ay II|| ml ﬁlt
Grade:c = HJ £

“CRIME 101”
Every once in a while, you see a movie
that you know nothing about, and it blows

you away. “Crime 101” is one of those. I
knew nothing about the film, other than it
had a strong cast. Chris Hemsworth plays
a thief angling for his last big score. Halle
Berry is an insurance exec slowly falling
off the corporate ladder. Barry Keoghan

is an assassin on the hunt for his next tar-
get. And the always reliable
Mark Ruffalo is a cop grow-
ing more disillusioned by
the day. This will be on my
(next) year’s “Best Of” list.
Grade: A

“EPIC: ELVIS PRESLEY IN
CONCERT”
This is another of those films that
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“Dracula”

will blow you away. I was between high
school and college delivering high-end
office furniture in Sioux City the summer
Elvis died. His death was announced

on the radio as we parked the truck for
the day. We just sat there in silence. I
thought about that day as I watched Bas
Luhrmann’s new Elvis concert film. It is
an amazing movie and shows us a per-
former at the top of his
fame and the top of his

game. This film provided “Crime 101" “EPIC: Elvis Presley in Concert” “Scream 7”

one of the most fun ex-

periences I have had this series... “Scream 7.” I found “Scream 6”  well. Sometimes, it is amazing how Michael C. Woody
year. Grade: A mildly entertaining, but . quickly a movie can take a dive, but has been reviewing

I took one step too many this one was really quick. Ithas adumb  movies on radio and

“SCREAM 7” in watching “Scream 7.” plot, too many jump scares and acting television since 1986. |
This movie that will NOT be on any Sue tapped out quickly at the level of, well, any of the second He and his wife, Susan, v 9

“best of” list. I saw “Scream,” “Scream so I braved it alone, and through fifth “Scream” movies. are residents of Guthrie

2,” “Scream 6” and now the last in the the movie started out Grade:D R County.
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE COUNTY SUPERVISORS DISCUSS WEBSITE,
BAGLEY LIBRARY CLOSURE, FIRST RESPONDERS

BY RICH WICKS

Guthrie Center Times

FEB.17 - COUNTY
WEBSITE ALLOWS BETTER
COMMUNICATION WITH
RESIDENTS

The Guthrie County Board of
Supervisors met in regular session
Feb. 17. No citizens addressed
the supervisors during the Public
Comments portion of the meeting.

County Treasurer Brenda
Campbell provided a departmental
update and semi-annual report.

The supervisors held a budget
workshop discussion. Anticipated
funds balances and expected
revenues versus expenses were
noted.

Supervisor Maggie Armstrong
pointed out that the county’s new
website has been in use for a year
now. She noted that the Board of
Supervisors’ meeting schedule and

agendas are publicly posted on the
website, and she suggested that
other departments that hold public
meetings could post their calendars
on the county website before
meetings as well.

“It gives an opportunity as we
constantly talk about wanting to
be more transparent to the public,”
Armstrong said. She said she will
contact all department heads with
this request.

FEB. 24 - SUPERVISORS
LEARN ABOUT PLANS TO
CLOSE BAGLEY LIBRARY

County Auditor Dani Fink shared
information she learned regarding
the Bagley Public Library.

“I had a member of the Bagley
Library reach out to me this morning
and she okayed for me to share this
with you guys,” Fink said. “She said
that the city of Bagley has deemed
the library building unsafe, changed

the lock on the door, and at their
noon meeting tomorrow will allow
them to go in and remove any of their
personal items, turn in any keys,

and will take over any business the
library needs to conduct and will
start selling off the contents of the
library at their discretion.”

Fink added that library staff asked
to meet with Supervisor Brian
Johnson and herself.

“Dani, they have a meeting at 5
o’clock tomorrow night. I'm going to
go to that,” Supervisor Brian Johnson
said. “They say the foundation is bad
on the building, and it’s unsafe to go
into. I can’t think of another place to
go. I think it’s incredibly sad.”

In other news, a bid opening was
held regarding Project LFM-P28(2)-
7X-39, which is the Wagon Road
project between Panora and Stuart.
County Engineer Josh Sebern opened
and read the bid amounts. The seven
bids ranged from approximately $6

million to $7.5 million.

“We will take these documents,
compile all the information and
propose award of contract next
week,” Sebern said.

“I'm glad to see that many bids
come in and are very comparable,”
Supervisor JD Kuster said.

The supervisors heard an update
on improvement and repair projects
at the county fairgrounds and the
fiscal year 2027 funding request.

The supervisors also held a budget
workshop discussion.

MARCH 3 - SET HEARING ON
TAX LEVY

The Supervisors set a public
hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year
2027 Proposed Property Tax Levy for
March 24 at9 a.m.

The supervisors held two public
hearings regarding portions of
“Casey Road” (350th Street) east
of Stuart. The county proposes to

POST-FRAME

A

GINGERICH

STRUCTURES

www.GingerichStructures.com
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change a portion of the road to
Service Level B and to vacate a
portion of Casey Road/350th Street.
No citizens voiced concerns during
either public hearing.

The supervisors voted to approve
the service level change and road
vacation as proposed.

The supervisors awarded contracts
for the planned P28 Wagon Road
Rehabilitation project and bridge
replacement.

A budget workshop discussion was
held to consider various portions of
the upcoming year’s budget.

MARCH 10 - UPDATE ON
FIRST RESPONDERS

Public Health Director Jotham
Arber provided an update on
Guthrie County First Responders.

“We have First Responders now in
our northern parts. We have Bayard
now responding fully; we have four
responders in Bayard. We have two
in Bagley, we have two in Jamaica,
and there are four in Yale,” Arber
said.

Arber also provided an update on
First Responder classes ongoing.

“We'’re doing that in Adair and in
Bayard. We meet on Monday and
Wednesday nights in Bayard, and

HOME DECOR < PURSES - HAIR CARE & MORE

b

o hlalda 4

DOWD DRUG
Health Mart

PHARMACY

then they’re meeting on Monday in
Adair,” Arber said. “As of February,

our students had the highest grade
point average and the highest pass

percentage, so kudos to them.”

Arber shared that these efforts
are helping to decrease response
times for those in need of medical
assistance.

“The goal is to help the
ambulances, and I think we're
seeing that,” he said. “Our
ambulances are working really well
with the First Responders.”

Supervisor Steve Smith asked
about availability of First Responders
in the west central portion of the
county, since thatis an area with
generally longer response times.

“Yes, we have two First Responders
that are west of and in what I would
call the dead zone. So they would be
able to respond directly to patients,”
Arber said.

County Auditor Dani Fink also
shared information during the
budget workshop session.

The supervisors meet regularly
on Tuesdays at 9 a.m. The public is
welcome to attend at the courthouse
or via remote technology. To join
remotely, call 323-792-6123, then use
meeting code 547029216# W
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provide individualired care for
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warm enwironment.
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THE MONTH IN ACGC SPORTS
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PHOTOS BY MARK RENO UNLESS OTHERWISSE NOTED
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<X The ACGC boys wrestling team won the District 2 champio
No. 10 Reece Emgarten embraces the Panorama contact the process: Charlie Christensen (144), Ryder Cline (150), C:
on Jan. 23. (120) and Lane Stringer (157). Photo courtesy of ACGC wre

7] "
' , [ ‘\ Z
No. 2 Jonny Kading defends the floater against No. T Thomas Skram looks for a pass against Panorama ACGC’s Carter Richter (215) placed sixth at the 2026
Panorama on Jan. 23. on Jan. 23. IHSAA State Wrestling Championships.
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nship, qualifying six wrestlers for the state tournament in
yrter Richter (215), Jack Sheeder (285), Chase Slaybaugh

stling.

ACGC’s Ryder Cline (150) placed eighth at the 2026

IHSAA State Wrestling Championships.

No. 12 Kailee Kautzky dribb@s througf; the trap during
their regional playoff game on Feb. 17.

TOGETHER
WE GROW

More than 96% of lowa’s-farms="*
are family farms. On National—
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®

arli Kautzky drives into the paint against No. 32 Camdyn Richter puts up a shot during the
Panorama during their regional playoff game on Feb. 17. regional playoff game against Panorama on Feb. 17. 1l
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Increase your
property value and
curb appeal with a
concrete driveway,

sidewalk or cart path.

WELLOME HOME
_VIEINAM VETERANS

Sunday, March 29 | :00pm
Panorama High School Auditorium

701 W Main Street, Panora

A celebration to honor those who served during the Vietnam War,
including a pinning ceremony, presentation and refreshments.

For questions or to RSVP, call or text Joey Weber 515-230-3342
Hosted by

W WHV w%

We Honor Veterans

F THE
mld west

Patient services are provided without regard to race, color, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability

& (mental or physical), communicable disease, or place of national origin.
= L _

CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE CENTER CITY
COUNCIL RECEIVES UPDATES
ON PROPERTY COMPLAINTS

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

FEB. 23 - PROPERTY
COMPLAINTS

During the regular meeting of the Guth-
rie Center City Council, Compliance Offi-
cer Wes Clark updated the council on the
status of complaints about two properties.

“Our ongoing one at 907 Grand St., that
we’ve been getting complaints from the
neighbors, I've gotten letters from all the
neighbors,” Clark said. He added that he is
awaiting further instructions from the city
attorney.

Clark also shared information on un-
sanitary conditions at 303 Prairie St. He
said the conditions have been a concern
for quite some time and have not im-
proved.

“I'm working with the Region 12 inspec-
tor now,” Clark said.

City Administrator Kris Arrasmith said
that, during the recent snowstorm, a truck
had failed to navigate the curve on High-
way 44/State Street near the fire hall and
bumped into the corner of the building.
She said this has occurred before, and she
suggested possibly installing some type
of barrier between the street and the fire
hall. She also will contact Art on State to
see if any insurance covers the large mu-
ral on the side of the fire hall in case it
would ever be damaged.

The council discussed possibly hav-
ing another 25 mph sign installed on Oak
Street, due to excess speed, especially by
vehicles heading west (downbhill) toward
Highway 25.

Council members voiced sadness at the

KEEP YOUR HOME
MOUSE-FREE!

passing of longtime Guthrie Center Mayor
Denny Kunkle.

MARCH 9 - LACEY BUILDING
CLEANUP

Streets Department Chief Darrin Sloss
shared information on the cleanup efforts
at the long-vacated Lacey building on
State Street.

“A little over 50 man-hours were put
into it in two days; approximately 10
tons of materials were removed,” he said.
Sloss added that the process went fairly
smoothly.

In other news, Sloss said he will post
additional “25 MPH” signage on Oak
Street as previously discussed by the
council.

The council voted to approve a “general
agreement” with Region XII to serve as
Housing Inspector for Guthrie Center.

City Administrator Kris Arrasmith pro-
vided an update on RAGBRAI planning
for the July 20 event. She noted that the
preliminary plan is for many of the larg-
est groups of riders to stay overnight at
the fairgrounds, although smaller groups
will likely end up in many other areas. She
noted that the largest group (sometimes
called a “charter”) is a group of approxi-
mately 1,500 cyclists, and that charter will
bring in about 17 semi-trailers. Arrasmith
added that charging cyclists for staying
overnight in tents on homeowner lawns
and similar areas is not allowed.

A public hearing on the Fiscal Year 26-
27 Property Tax Levy is set for March 23 at
6:30 p.m., immediately prior to the regular
council meeting on that date. The public
iswelcome. H

Paul’s

IAM‘

Pest Control
Family Owned Since 1987.

515-993-3332

www.PaulsAAAPestControl.com
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CASEY PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

Q© 604 MC PHERSON ST. IN CASEY

BY BETH ROGERS
Special to Guthrie Center Times

We had a wonderful “Take Your Child
to the Library Day” on Feb. 7. Casey Pub-
lic Library and Betterment hosted this
event, which gave parents, grandparents
and kids a chance to explore our great li-
brary and find out all we have to offer.
Cookies and lemonade were served by the
CPL Betterment Committee, and several
of our young patrons helped with crafts
and demonstrated a variety of fun activi-
ties. The Moreland family won the $25 in
Casey Bucks that was generously donated!
We still encourage parents to bring their
child in and “check us out!”

KNIT YOUR OWN SOCKS!

We have an instructor offering to teach
“Knit your own socks!” in three to four
sessions. She will provide a basic pat-
tern, teach “casting on” that is best for the
sock, the heel stitch that wears well, the

641-746-2670

heel turn (where the heel shapes the be-
ginning of the foot underneath), adding
the instep, and shaping the instep. At the
end is “shaping the toe” and the Kitchener
stitch that closes the toe. If interested in

joining, please email caseylib@netins.
net.

NEW BOOKS AT CPL
“The Quiet Librarian,” by Allen Eskens
“Dear Debbie,” by Freida McFadden
“Return of the Spider,” by James Pat-
terson

MOVIES

“The Chosen,” seasons 1-5, (a historical
drama based on the life and ministry of
Jesus of Nazareth, set in 1st-century Judea
and Galilee)

“Roofman”

“Wicked-For Good”

“Now You See Me-Now You Don’t”

“WHO DO YOU THINK WE ARE?”

CASEYLIB@NETINS.NET |

CASEYPUBLICLIBRARYWEEBLY.COM

Casey Public L|brary and Betterment hosted “Take Your Child to the Library Day” Feb. 7.

PROGRAM

Mark your calendar for April 11, as John
Liepa from Humanities Iowa will give his
“Iowa’s Ethnic Heritage, or “Who Do You
Think We Are?” program at 2 p.m. here at

the library. Refreshments served.

The Casey Public Library is located at
604 McPherson St. in Casey. Phone num-
ber is 641-746-2670 and website is www.
caseypubliclibrary.weebly.com. ll

? GUTHRIE | rg
COLMY HOsPITAL

An Affiliate of ili UnityPoint Health

Already have a MyChart account? |
You may notice a fresh new look, now personalized for Guthrie County Hospital & Clinics—but it’s still
the same easy-to-use portal you know. ;

Don’t have an ucr.:nu?

\{CLINICS

e @ 5&33 = 6 c/w(alékj your feallhcare s/w(,’a(a'féa

At GCH Clinics, managing your health has never been easier. With MyChart, you have instant,
secure access to your health information—right from your phone or computer. Check test results,
view medications, schedule appointments, and message your care team—all in one place.

For more information, visit guthriecountyhospital.org.
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HEALTH

GCH TRUSTEES ACCEPT
BID ON STUART REHAB
BUILDING PROJECT

BY RICH WICKS

Guthrie Center Times

During the Feb. 26 meeting of the
Guthrie County Hospital Board of
Trustees, the trustees reviewed the
seven bids received on the planned
upgrade project at the Stuart Rehab
building. The lowest bid was $289,000
from GTG Construction of Des
Moines. The trustees voted to accept
that bid. The project is expected to be
completed by June 8.

The trustees also voted to formally
approve the purchase agreement for
the Panora clinic and the loans relat-
ed to that purchase.

CEO Chris Stipe shared the prog-
ress on the hospital’s new website. He
added that the website will include
updates on the status of the hospital’s
construction project as it proceeds.

“Our new website will probably go
live a week from today,” Stipe said. “It
will continue to evolve and grow.”

Stipe added that, overall, the hospi-
tal is running very well.

“Pretty pleased with all of our or-
ganizational goals, our finances, our
patient satisfaction, our quality in-

dicators,” Stipe said.
“We're just in a good
place. I kind of pinch
myself that all of those
things are going so
well.”

Regarding the hos-
pital construction
project, Stipe said the
kickoff is coming up
soon.

“We're eager to dig
in, get the construction fence up and
really start getting into the project,”
he said. “Groundbreaking is March 11,
2p.m.”

Chief Human Resources Officer
Mary Anderson summarized results
of the annual employment engage-
ment survey.

“Our overall score was a 74. Last
year it was a 61, so it came up 13
points, and that is amazing,” she
said. “It really shows that some of
the things we have implemented
throughout the last year have really
made a difference.”

The nextregular meeting of the
trustees is set for Thursday, March 26
at 4 p.m. The public is welcome.

Chris
Stipe

LUNCH: Mon-Sat. 11am to 1:30pm © DINNER: Wed & Thur 5:30-8:30pm, Fri & Sat 5:30-9pm

618 McPherson St, Casey | (641) 746-3313 | Reservations Recommended @) pioneerspubandgrubcasey

WANT MORE LOCAL NEWS? &%t
_CHECK OUT GCTIMESNEWS.COM (b4
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EDUCATION

ACGC SCHOOL BOARDS
SET HEARINGS ON SCHOOL
CALENDAR, TAX RATE

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

During the Feb. 23 joint meeting of
the Adair-Casey and Guthrie Center
school boards, a public hearing was
set for March 18 at 7 p.m., to be held
at the high school media center. The
hearing will be on the 2026-2027
school calendar.

The boards also set a public hearing
on the proposed 2026-2027 tax rate.
The hearing will be March 25 at 7 p.m.
at the Junior High library.

Joe Nichols and Nick Efkamp of
Vibes Audio spoke regarding the new
sound system to be considered for the
high school gym. The Guthrie Center
board voted to approve the system as
described.

Principal Ed Den Beste noted that
junior high students are working hard
on the play “The Scene of the Driftless
Swifter,” which will be performed on
March 17 at 6 p.m. He also said a new
handicap toilet was installed in the
junior high women’s restroom.

Guthrie Center Elementary
Principal Tandem Eischeid
announced that the Presbyterian
Church donated a piano to the

elementary school.

High School Principal Cody
Matthewson gave kudos to students
who participated in the state wresting
and All State Speech recently. He
also noted that the senior trip will be
March 15-22.

Superintendent Josh Rasmussen
said he is reviewing candidates and
will schedule interviews for head
football coach and athletic director
positions, as well as high school
principal.

“High school principal interviews
will take place at the end of the first or
second week of March,” he said.

The Guthrie Center board approved
the purchase of a 2024 Chevrolet
Express 3500 12-passenger van from
Bob Brown Chevrolet.

Adair-Casey board member Randy
Carney noted that the booster club
golf outing is set for June 26, starting
at 10 a.m.

The next regularly scheduled
meeting will be a joint meeting of
the Adair-Casey and Guthrie Center
school boards on Wednesday,

March 18 at 7 p.m. at the high school
in Guthrie Center. The public is
welcome. B

COMMUNITY
INPUT SESSION

. MAIN STREET ‘1

GUTHRIE CENTER

= [ Input session: ”

» April 22,2026
.'ﬁ » 5:30pm-7:00pm

» Guthrie Center
Activity Center

Questions:
Contact Becky Peterson
mainstreetgc@netins.net

Hear about survey results

& be a part of the planning!
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MARY J. BARNETT LIBRARY NEWS

© 400 GRAND ST. IN GUTHRIE CENTER |

BY KAREN KELLY
Special to Guthrie Center Times

The MJB Library has planned a fam-
ily-friendly event for “Peep-le” of all
ages. On Saturday, March 21, the MJB
Library invites patrons to join us from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to build a diorama fea-
turing Peeps marshmallow characters.

The challenge is to construct a

shoebox-sized diorama featuring at
least one Peep, inspired by a family-
friendly book, movie, TV show or cre-
ative theme of your choice. Using re-
cycled materials, magazines, paint,
pipe cleaners and other craft supplies,
teams should bring their Peep-ster-
piece to life.

Here are the rules:

1. Diorama mustinclude atleast
one Peep Marshmallow candy.

2. Entries must be family-friendly.

3. Diorama base must be no larger
than a shoebox and must be free-
standing.

4. Dioramas must be either con-
structed at the event on Saturday,
March 21, or constructed at home
and submitted to the library by
close on Friday, March 20.

5. Teamwork is welcome. This is an
all-age contest. We encourage
families and friends to work to-
gether.

6. Entries will be displayed from
March 23 to April 2. The winner
will be selected on April 1.

7. Please pick up your entry be-
tween April 4 and 11. Unclaimed
entries will be discarded.

www.synergywellness.info
109 N 1st St, Guthrie Center
jess@synergywellness.info
641-332-2104
€ @synergywellnessia
@synergywellness

Innetworkwith mostinsurance companies.
Callustofind outif you're covered.

641-747-8110 |

Teams who come to the library on
March 21 should bring a shoebox and
any other supplies they would like. The
library will provide some craft supplies
and Peeps for participants to use. Pre-
registration is appreciated.

Plans are underway for our summer
reading program. This year’s theme is
Plant a seed, Read! The reading pro-
gram will take place in June. Registra-
tion is now open to sign up for all the
fun.

Some highlights that are planned for
participants include several programs
that are paid for with funds received
through Communities 4 Children and
Community Partnerships for Protect-
ing Children’s neighborhood/Com-
munity Network Mini Grants. Those
programs include Science Heroes on
Monday, June 8; Mesozoic Adventures
by Toby Kid Funny Farm on Thurs-
day, June 18; and the Summer Reading
Program Prize Party and Mega Foam
Cannon by Absolute Science on Friday,
June 26.

Community members are invited to
join any of the MJB Library’s ongoing
programs and groups. Weekly adult
groups include Cribbage on Monday
from 9-11 a.m. and bridge class on
Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. On Mon-
day from 4-6 p.m., Craft and Connect
meets to work on craft projects and so-
cialize.

For preschool, weekly story hour
meets each Friday at 10 a.m. In March,
the themes will include spring on
March 20 and bunnies on March 27.
Join us for a craft and stories.

~ DONT LEAVE
~ YOUR HEALTH

~ TO LUCK!

Physical Therapy

for all ages and diagnoses
Nutrition Response Testing
N c-one e I8

Nutritional Products

—

MJBLIB@GUTHRIECENTER.LIB.IA.US |

“‘

WWW.GUTHRIECENTER.LIB.IA.US.

Participants of the LEGO Mania challenge proudly show

- e

off their leprechaun traps.

LLogan (center) won the prize for best trap, which was a copy of the book “How to

Catch a Leprechaun.”

Remember to add the library’s
monthly events to your calendar as
well. On the second Tuesday of each
month, the afternoon book club, Be-
tween the Covers, meets at 3 p-m.

The fourth Tuesday of the month, the
Reads Well With Others evening book
club meets. On March 24 at 5 p.m., the
group will be discussing Sandwich by
Catherine Newman. Books for book
clubs are available for checkout at the
front desk.

Card-making class, which takes place
on the third Thursday of each month
from 9-11 a.m., will be on March 19. Re-
member that all materials are provided
for a $5 fee to cover the cost of supplies
needed to design one-of-a-kind greet-
ing cards. Also, on the third Thursday
at 6 p.m., the cookbook club meets

to sample and discuss recipes from

the cookbook chosen for the month.
The March cookbook will be “Taste of
Home: Pizza, Pasta, and More.” Stop
by the library to select a recipe to make
and bring to the meeting.

The regular monthly events for youth
include Creation Corner, which will be
on Wednesday, March 18 at 2 p.m. Reg-
istration for the event is appreciated.
Youth of all ages are welcome.

To register for events, visit the MJB
Library website calendar at www.guth-
riecenter.lib.ia.us

A reminder that the Friends of the
Guthrie Center Library are having a
membership drive. Those who pay their
$25 membership dues by March 31 are
entered in a drawing for a bag of liter-
ary treats valued at $100. B

Have you checked your SFA11G WANIK[ATGTER lately ?

Help prevent backups and costly
repairs by signing up for our
-:'i ANNUAL FILTER CLEANING!

R el A T5 70898

DNR Licensed Septic Pumper and Time of Transfer Inspector - Family Owned and Operated Since 1977
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BUSINESS FEATURE

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING
AT HOMETOWN BASICS

In some ways, the business
is like an old-fashioned
general store, since it

is possible to buy beer,
scented candles, toys and
clothing all in one place.

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

Hometown Basics, 624 McPherson St.
in Casey;, is one of those stores that can
be difficult to describe; it’s much easier
to see for yourself. Owner Stacey Wede-
meyer, who also runs the Casey Cream-
ery, shared how Hometown Basics came
to be.

“My husband and I actually were inter-
ested in buying this building eight years
ago, but the owner wasn’t ready to sell it.
We originally planned for this to become
the Casey Creamery. So, we got the other
building instead. But then, in 2024, she
was ready to sell this building. We didn’t
know what we were going to put in here,
but we decided that we should purchase
the building and then figure it out.”

The building needed plenty of work be-
fore it could open as a retail business, but
the couple plunged right in. They also
worked to preserve the historic look of
the building. Hometown Basics opened
in June of 2025.

Stacey Wedemeyer welcomes everyone to check out the store.

“We kept the original brick walls and
put a whole new front on the building
and new flooring,” Wedemeyer said. “The

SINLL H3INFD IHHLNG | SYOIM HOIY AG SOLOHd
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Casey shirts are a hot item at Hometown
Basics.

Women'’s clothing at Hometown Basics.

gift for someone, pantry items, beer and
wine, and we wanted to also be able to
showcase other businesses’ items, so we

idea is to have a place for people in or
around Casey to come in and get basic
things, whether you need an outfit, or a

www.Shootout-Storage.com
(712) 249-0041 = 3571 310th St., Dexter, IA
Located 20 minutes SE of Panora

15'x50" 15'x35" 15'x30' 10'x15" 10°x10’
Boats/Cars/UTVs/Small Engine Repair
SERVICE BAY & LARGE CAR WASH 20°x50’

00TOUT

Open Every Day Except Monday

SPORTS BAR

THE FUN NEVER
STOPS HERE!

Several TV's to watch your favorite game | Zipp's frozen pizza and appetizers

3-14.... Karaoke 8pm-12am

3-28.... Casey & Jay Peasley Band 8-11pm

4-18..... Chuck Briseno Band is back again 8-11pm
5-9...... Draisey Bag's Tournament 1pm

5-9...... Live Music 7-10pm

Bingo every Tuesday night starting at 6:00

DON’T GET BUGGED THIS SUMMER

| also offer quality mosquito, tick and flea control for your yard or outdoor
space. Perfect for your next outdoor gathering!

CYCLQNE

Pest Management

Panora, IA > 2> \
H ° - — Locally owned & operated | Licensed & Insured
Da le. Hoc h.re iter: 641-757 0.605 Free estimates and no contracts | All work is guaranteed
Jamie Galivan . Aydan Galivan

GIVE US A CALL, WE HANDLE THEM ALL!
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have some vendors in here.”

In some ways, Hometown Basics is like
an old-fashioned general store, since it
is possible to buy beer, scented candles,
toys and clothing all in one place.

“We currently have six vendors,”
Wedemeyer said. “The Cozy Scrub Com-
pany, Casey Candle Company, Han-
nah Rae’s Home Goods, Dub P Apparel,
Kreative Impressions, and now B & D
Designs is our newest vendor.”

Asked about top-selling items, Wede-
meyer said that depends on the time of
year.

“People stop in a lot for Guthrie Coun-
ty Quality Meats. They don’t have to
drive to Guthrie Center,” she said. “Dur-
ing football season, Dub P apparel sells
like crazy. People like the Adair-Casey
Bombers apparel; I just can't keep it in
stock.”

Wedemeyer is glad for the help of her
daughter, Peyton Froehlich, who works
parttime in the store and handles the so-
cial media and marketing. The store has
a Facebook presence, as well as Insta-
gram, TikTok and a website (hometown-
basics.com).

Perhaps the best-kept secret at the lo-
cation is the rental unit above the store.

“We call it the Brick Street Loft. It's an
Air BnB, but we also rent it out private-
ly,” Wedemeyer said. “It’s a newly reno-

The kids’ corner has toys and books for
tots.

vated rental loft with two bedrooms, one
bathroom, a pull-out couch, full kitchen,
washer and dryer, WIFI and smart TVs.”

Because the store is relatively new,
Wedemeyer continues to adjust the store
hours and offerings to match what her
customers want.

“Our standard hours are Wednesdays
through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
fluctuating with kids” appointments and
activities, but we always post the hours
on Facebook. I think this summer, we
might be doing more of a Wednesday

Scents to make your home smell
wonderful.

through Sunday schedule,” she said. “We
have some new vendors coming in. We
try to keep new things coming in all the
time, and we do events, like the Sip &
Shop events on Thursdays.”

For a store with such a short history,
the building itself has plenty. Wedemeyer
enjoys sharing the story of the building.

“A lot of people enjoy coming in and
remembering that this building used
to be Max and Myrna Whetstone’s gro-
cery store,” she said. “Then, the family
that owned this building after the Whet-

LAKE LUMBER CO.

405 E. Clay St. Panora 641-755-2385
M-F 7:30am-5pm - Sat. 8am-1pm - Closed Sunday

LAKELUMBER.COM

Beef sticks and beverages at Hometown
Basics.

stones had it still as a grocery store. And
their kids — now grown up — came in
and they wanted to go in the back room
because they remembered where they
played. There’s still writing on the walls
back there from when they were kids. It’s
been painted, but you can still see it.”

Wedemeyer invites everyone to stop
in to browse and to make suggestions of
items the store could carry.

“We try to keep a little bit of every-
thing. That way, people don’t have to
make a trip to Des Moines,” she said. B

llllzard l

Screen Solutions
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HOBBIES

STEPHE
WITH THYME TO GROW

Natalie Stephens of
Guthrie Center has had a
lifelong love of baking
and gardening.

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

Natalie and Dave Stephens of Guthrie Cen-
ter are relatively new to town, but the area
has grown on them.

“We moved here in 2018. Before that, we
were in Yale,” Natalie said. “T actually came
from Michigan. Dave came from Oklahoma.
It's been nice to be back in that small-town
feel. I love it”

Stephens explained that after moving to
Guthrie Center, she found herself needing a
hobby.

“He worked 50 or 60 hours a week, and I
was home taking care of the dog, the cats, the
grandkids, always staying busy, and I was in-
terested in the farmers market,” she said. “I
knew that I would love to teach people how
to grow their own food. I would love to an-
swer questions. One of my sayings is ‘garden-
ers unite’ So, I named my Facebook page for
this “Thyme to Grow’ because it’s always time
to grow”

Stephens recalls that in 2018, the backyard
was just that: a basic backyard. With a life-
long love of baking and gardening, Stephens
knew what she needed to do.

“When we bought this place, it was just a
grass backyard, maybe a small garden spot.
So, we bought a rototiller and tilled up the
rest of the grass,” she said.

Stephens began growing a garden and
baking items to sell at the farmers markets in
the area. Early last season, Stephens was of-
fering more baked goods than plants.

“Last year, I went to Panora markets and
Guthrie, so every Saturday, we did them, and
it was too much. I made some killer monster
cookies, with eyeballs and bats. I was sell-
ing out of them every week. And I made pe-
can poppers. They are five-ingredient cook-
ies, and those were selling out, too,” she said.
“But I got burned-out on all the baking.”

Over the past eight seasons, more and
more of the Stephens’ yard has gradually

NS PUT DOWN ROOTS

Natalie Stephens holds a young plant.

been turned into production of some sort,
whether it be berries, tomatoes, herbs or
flowers. Although that creates more work,
there is a side benefit.

“We're trying to eliminate as much grass
mowing and weed whipping as possible,” she
said.

With that in mind, Stephens is focusing
more on the garden produce. Although she
doesn’t follow all of the strict guidelines to la-
bel her items as organic, she knows her pro-
duce is close.

“Idon’t put any artificial sprays on my
stuff. If I do spray, it’s dish soap and water,
and maybe some essential oils, or diatoma-
ceous earth. Nothing that you can’t ingest,’
she said. “I've got perennial fruits; I've got as-
paragus back there. I have rose bushes. I have
lots of stuff that pollinators love. Last year,

I grew flower bouquets. I grew zinnias and
sunflowers. I've got all these different things.”

Another benefit to the couple’s large gar-
den is that it attracts many animals.

“I've had butterflies and hummingbirds all
over the place,” Stephens said.

Because Stephens has developed a green
thumb, she often ends up with more fresh
produce than she could use. But, that is eas-
ily solved, as she gives produce away to
friends and neighbors and/or donates extra
to New Opportunities.

Besides being a vendor approximately
once a month at either the Guthrie Center
or Panora farmers markets, Stephens plans
to have a small seasonal produce stand on
the porch at the couple’s house at 803 Prairie
St., allowing customers to shop on the honor
system. She explained that the setup works
especially well during mid- to late-summer
when so much fresh produce is ripening ev-
ery day.

This year, Stephens aims to participate in

SIIL HFINT0 JHING | SHOIM HOlK AG SDLOHd

Monster cookies are popular.

the Guthrie Center farmers market, but she
does not plan to participate in others, at least
not on a regular basis. Stephens explained
that her baking and gardening is a hobby
rather than a business.

“It’s seeing people enjoy what you've cre-
ated. That really makes a difference; I enjoy
that. I've been a baker since I was 3 years old.
My mom sold wedding cakes, and I was her
helper. As soon as I could reach the table, I
was making snickerdoodles,” Stephens said.
“Idon’t want to do just the baked goods,
even though they sell really well. I want to
do the produce and flowers and herbs and
things like that. I like to grow yellow tomatoes
because they're easier on your stomach. And
I'like to grow lots of varieties of things that
you can't find at the store.”

For more information, Stephens can
be reached at 641-757-2513 or emailed at
buzzyrules3000@yahoo.com. ll
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YESTER YEARS

© COMPILED BY CHERYL CASTILE
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From the Guthrie Center Times, March 17, 1976

NEW ICC OFFICER. George Hemmen, formerly of Polk
County, has been assigned fish and game officer for
Guthrie and Audubon counties by the Iowa Conservation
Com-mission.

From the Guthrie Center Times, March 12, 1986

TESTING THE WEATHER. Guthrie Center grade stu-
dents Billy Donovan (left) and Tim Masters check out the
weather Wednesday morning as they wait for their school
bus. Wednesday’s weather was a mixture of rain and
snow as the “Ides of March” take over the weather pic-
ture. Temperatures Sunday ranged up to near 70 degrees
as area residents lined up at car washes to get rid of the
winter grime.

From the Guthrie Center Times, March 6, 1996
RISING STAR. Barry Bradford, a sophomore at Guthrie
Center High School, had been interviewed along with six
other district winners from around the state to receive the
Rising Star Award, according to Jim Calvert, FFA adviser.

3 = & il

From the Guthrie Center Times, March 15, 2006
HONORED BY ORANGE LODGE. Vicki Friedrich, Coon
Rapids-Bayard second grade instructor, was surprised
during the CR-B teachers’ in-service March 1 with a spe-
cial presentation. Orange Masonic Lodge in Guthrie Cen-
ter selected Mrs. Friedrich for its annual Excellence in
Education Award. C. W. Thomas of Guthrie Center, right,
presented her with a plaque. Mrs. Friedrich has been the
driving force behind the CR-B Reading Is Fundamental
(RIF) Program for 25 years. Special guests at the presen-
tation were her husband, Rich Friedrich, left, and her
parents Don and Doris Laughery, all of Guthrie Center.

AN | < L °
From the Guthrie Center Times, March 30, 2016
ZIPP’S PI1ZZARIA IN ADAIR WINS STATEWIDE CON-
TEST. Zipp's Pizzeria, located in Adair, has been owned
by Jim and Tammy Zimmerline since 2012.

Guthrie County Times Vedette, Feb. 25, 2021

ALL THAT JAZZ — AND MORE — AT ACGC. There was
music and motion last Friday night at ACGC High School
as the Swing Choir, Men and Women'’s Choirs and the
Concert Choir were joined by the Jazz Band for some
musical entertainment with a performance from the
Winter Guard mixed in. Pictured, Isabelle Rouse plays
her trumpet solo during a Bruce Pearson arrangement of
“Coyote Blues” l
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OBITUARIES
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J
BIRELINE

1940-2026

Jean Bireline, age 85 of
Adair, died on Thursday,
Feb. 19, 2026, at Exira
Care Center in Exira. She
was born Jean Annette
Noland on March
16, 1940, at the Adair
Hospital to Charles and
Dora (Hall) Noland. She
grew up on a farm south
of Adair and attended
schools in the Adair
area and in 1957, was
crowned the first ever
FFA Sweetheart at the
Adair High School. She
would marry her high
school sweetheart, James
(Jim) Bireline on Nov. 23,
1957. Jean and Jim lived
on the Bireline family
farm in the “little house,”
where they farmed in
partnership with Jim’s
parents for many years.
In 1970 they moved to
the “big house” where
Jim and Jean raised their

family and took over
the farming operation.
In addition to growing
row crops, they fed
and finished cattle for
decades. Although Jean
loved the cattle business,
she complained that the
feedlot was too close
to the house and spent
hours “swatting flies” to
keep her home pristine
as always. She and Jim
remained on the family
farm until a few years
ago when they sold their
home in the country to
next-generation Birelines
— Alex and Emma. The
Bireline family farm
will be a Heritage family
farm in 2027, carrying on
its proud family farming
tradition.

Jean was a member
of St. John’s Lutheran
Church until it closed,
hosting Sunday noon
family meals at her home
after church for many
years. She is currently
amember of the Good
Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Adair. Her
passion was her family
and the farm. She
worked alongside Jim
in the fields — disking,
field-cultivating,
chopping hay, driving
tractors and grain carts,
and combining. Son,
Steve, claimed she was
“one of the best grain
cart operators around.”
Later in life, she loved
preparing meals and
snacks to take to the field
during spring planting
and fall harvest. The
Bireline farmers were

All obituaries also publish at

gctimesnews.com

amongst the few who
“put on weight” during
their busy season
because Jean fed them
so well.

Jean and Jim were
avid Adair-Casey
Bombers fans. They
attended countless
sporting events and
other activities —
enthusiastically cheering
on their children and
grandchildren. Jean was
the family historian. She
compiled every article
and picture for every
grandchild and lovingly
created a scrapbook
chronicling their school
years, which she gifted
to each of them at high
school graduation.

Jean was preceded in
death by her husband,
James Bireline; parents,
Charles and Dora
Noland; parents-in-law,
Art and Emma Bireline;
brother, Rex Noland;
sisters-in-law, Connie
Noland and Marilyn
Chesnut; brothers-in-
law, Neil Lundy and Ray
Chesnut; niece, Melodie
Rubel; great-nephew,
Aaron Rubel; and great-
niece, Stacey Carney.

She is survived by her
sister, Sandra Lundy;
children, Steve Bireline
and wife, Tammy,

Linda Mackrill and
husband, Kurk, and
Lori Westergaard, all of
Adair; grandchildren,
Wes and Jenny Mackrill
of Waukee, Jason

Huss and Amanda
Bireline of Casey,

Tracy Mackrill, Marcus

and Stef (Bireline)
Fagan, Chris and Tessa
Bireline, Andrew and
Rebecca Mackrill, all of
Adair; Brett and Taylor
Westergaard of Casey,
Alex and Emma Bireline
of Adair, Brett and
Brenna (Westergaard)
Trecker of Roselle, and
Connor Westergaard
of Ankeny. She is also
survived by great-
grandchildren, Cydney
Shriver and husband,
Eric, of Harlan; Saige
Huss and fiancée, Dustin
Engel, of Avoca; Hauper
and Sayer Bireline-
Huss of Casey; Monroe,
Nixon and Lettie Fagan,
Reu and Beau Bireline,
Banks and Benson
Bireline, all of Adair,
Blaire Trecker of Roselle
and Hank Westergaard
of Casey; great-great-
grandchildren, Ezra
and Enzo Shriver and
Reini Engel; and many
cousins, nieces and
nephews. Jean was about
to welcome two more
great-grandchildren into
the Bireline fold.
Memorial services
were held at 10:30 a.m.,
Friday, Feb. 27, 2026, at
Good Shepard Lutheran
Church in Adair with
burial following at
St. John's Lutheran
Cemetery north Adar.
Visitation was held on
Thursday, Feb. 26, 2026,
from 5 p.m. till 7 p.m.
at the Schmidt Family
Funeral Home in Adair
with the family present.
Memorials can be
made in her name and
will be designated ata
later date and can be left
or mailed to the Schmidt
Family Funeral Home,
P.O. Box 523, Atlantic, IA
50022. 1

DENNISR.
KUNKLE

1951-2026

Dennis Forest Kunkle,
aged 74, was the son of
Forest and Beverly (Sloss)
Kunkle. He was born on
Aug. 16, 1951, in Iowa and
passed away Monday, Feb.
23, 2026, at MercyOne Des
Moines Medical Center in
Des Moines.

Denny graduated from
Guthrie Center High School
in 1969, then earned
his degree at Northwest
Missouri State University
in Maryville, Missouri. On
Aug. 22,1970, he married
his high school sweetheart,
Pam Priestley, at the First
Christian Church in Guthrie
Center. The couple lived
in Maryville while Dennis
attended school, and, after
graduating, they returned
to Guthrie Center. Dennis
and his father ran Central
Motors, a car dealership in
Guthrie Center. When the
dealership closed, Dennis
worked at NAPA in Guthrie
Center before joining
Guthrie County State Bank
as a computer technician,
where he remained until his
retirement in 2016.

During his younger days,

Dennis enjoyed golfing and
won a few tournaments at
the Panorama Golf Course
during its early years before
it had a clubhouse. He also
served as Mayor of Guthrie
Center for an impressive

36 years, from 1983 to

2019. Dennis cherished
Guthrie Center and always
maintained his youthful
enthusiasm for driving
around its streets to see
what was happening.

Dennis was a lifelong
member of the First
Christian Church in Guthrie
Center and spent many
years volunteering with
the Guthrie Center Fire
Department.

He is survived by his wife,
Pam Kunkle of Guthrie
Center; his sons, Matthew
(Kari) Kunkle of Corinth,
Texas, and Mark Kunkle
of Guthrie Center; four
grandchildren, Zachary,
Jake, Elizabeth and Austin;
his brother, Doug (Vicki)
Kunkle of Wichita Falls,
Texas; and his sister, Debra
(Joel) Hade of Indianola. He
was preceded in death by
his parents.

Dennis was cremated,
and memorial services were
held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday,
Feb. 27, 2026, at the First
Christian Church in Guthrie
Center. Visitation was from
5-7 p.m. on Thursday,

Feb. 26, 2026, at Twigg
Funeral Home in Guthrie
Center. His cremains will
be privately buried at
Union Cemetery in Guthrie
Center.

Memorial donations may
be made to the Guthrie
Center Christmas Lights
fund, in care of Guthrie
County State Bank — a
beloved project Denny
started with his city team
more than three decades
ago.H
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MONA JEAN
(MCLUEN)
SELLMAN

1928-2026

Mona Jean (McLuen)
Sellman was born on
Dec. 11, 1928, to John and
Bessie (Dupuy) McLuen
in Dale City, Guthrie
County Iowa. She passed
away on Feb. 17, 2026, at
the New Homestead in
Guthrie Center.

Mona grew up in the
Dale City area until they
moved to Guthrie Center
once her dad became
the first manager of
the Guthrie REC. She
attended Guthrie Center

schools and graduated

in 1946. Family enjoyed
hearing stories of her
years in school and
playing girls 6-on-6
basketball. Her senior
year, they played at the
State Tournament at the
Drake Field House and
ended up fourth in the
tournament. The story
was also told that she had
a suitor who came to all of
her games that had fallen
in love with her.

She married that suitor,
Ronald Sellman, on April
4, 1947, in the Kansas
City area. To this union,
three children were born.
Mona and Ronnie lived in
a few other places in the
state but ended up most
of their lives in Guthrie
County, Iowa. Mona and
Ronnie enjoyed planting
big gardens so they could
freeze food for the winter
months.

Mona worked many
jobs as a farm hand,
babysitter and in 1972 she
started working as a home
health aide. She started
with New Opportunities,
then Department of
Human Services and
finally Guthrie County
Public Health. When she
“retired” in 2004 from

Guthrie County, she
continued to work for
Fiedler Home health in
Scranton for three more
years. She loved working
with her “old folks” and
helping them stay in their
home as long as possible.
There were many times
some of her “old folks”
were younger than she
was, but she loved them
and was so caring.

She spent several
years traveling with the
Guthrie County State
Bank Heritage Club with
her traveling buddy,
Neva Langgaard. They
traveled the United States
and shared so many
laughs and good times.
She enjoyed watching
sporting events on TV and
in person. She attended
many lowa Hawkeye
Football games in Iowa
City with friends and
family, especially in the
years when tickets were
inexpensive. She attended
her last one in her late
1980s with her three
children at the coldest
game in Hawkeye current
history. Every year, both
Mona and her family took
the trek to the Iowa State
Fair along with family
and friends to enjoy all

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR NEXT REFRESH PRJEGT:
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CONTACT FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

the fair had to offer along

with her famous tailgate

lunches.

Mona was a member
of the First Christian
Church of Guthrie Center
and was the financial
secretary for the board
and helped with many
Harvest suppers. She was
also a 50-year Eastern
Star member of chapters
in Guthrie Center and
Linden.

She celebrates her life

with her children, Nick

(Marilyn) Sellman of
Stuart, Pam Rumelhart
of Guthrie Center, and

Jo (Ken) Rasmussen

of Guthrie Center;
grandchildren, Niel
(Veronica) Sellman,
Kristine Rogers, Tim (Jen)

Rogers, Catherine Rogers,
Joseph Rasmussen,
Amanda Rasmussen and
partner Brandon Schade,
Chelsie Rumelhart, and
Ben Sellman and partner
Rachel Long; great
grandchildren, Ashton
(Gary) Blohm, Kaylee
Sellman, Kierra Rogers,
Kaden Rogers, Kinnick
Rogers, Jaylynn Sellman,
Coralynn Sellman, Theo
Schade and Sam Schade;
great-great grandchild,
Eli Blake Blohm; and

a host of nieces and
nephews.

Preceding her in death
were her parents, parents
in law, her one and only
Ronald, brothers and
sisters-in-law Don and
Darlene McLuen and

TOM RUTLEDGE,

OWNER

} Retaining Walls & Landscaping
}Slzcn'e.-lir-,e.% & Beaches

P Seeding, Sod & Erosion Control
}'i"rurk:ng of Rock, Sand & Black Dirt

P Tree Removal & Lot Clearing

P Trenching & Excavation
}'v“."-.a-’.er & Septic Installation
P Portable Welding & Dock Repair

Wayne and Mildred
McLuen, and two great
grandchildren, Devon
and Eli Sellman.

Mona would tell us to
not cry for her as she lived
avery long life. We should
celebrate her life with
smiles and memories.

At the end of the day,

she would offer to pack
up some of that food for
us, tell us to go and take
care of our families and
remember her love for us.

Funeral services were
Friday, Feb. 20, 2026, at 2
p-m. at The First Christian
Church in Guthrie Center
with a visitation one
hour prior to services.
Interment will be at
Morrisburg Cemetery in
Stuart. ®
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RECIPE

THE COMFORT OF A SAVORY LASAGNA

BY JOLENE GOODMAN
Guthrie Center Times

There are few things in life more
comforting than a warm kitchen filled
with the savory aroma of lasagna baking
in the oven — any time of the year. It is
the kind of smell that draws everyone in, ¢ :
pulling family members from each corner Jolene
of the house to ask, “Is it ready yet?” Goodman

This hearty lasagna has become a true
family favorite in our home. With rich layers of seasoned
meat, creamy ricotta, tender pasta and plenty of melted
cheese (I suggest adding more than what this recipe calls
for), it is the ultimate comfort food. Lasagna is more than
just dinner — it is a tradition. This dish has even been
selected as our dinner for Christmas and Thanksgiving
many years, as it truly is a treasured recipe — and the
leftovers taste even better the next day. This recipe
represents the simple joy in sharing something homemade
and delicious with the people you love. I need to warn you,
though, the sauce takes some time to cook, but it is well
worth the wait. Enjoy! B

Jolene Goodman is the advertising director for Guthrie
Center Times and vice president of Big Green Umbrella
Media.

WEALTHMANAGEMENTSICPAS
+ 1031 EXGHANGE * CAPITAL MARKETS

LASAGNA

Ingredients:

e 1 pound ground hamburger

e 1 cup chopped onion

e 3 garlic cloves, minced

e Y cup chopped fresh parsley,
divided

e« 1 28-ounce can whole tomatoes,
undrained and chopped

e 114.5-ounce can Italian-styled
stewed tomatoes, undrained and
chopped

e 1 six-ounce tomato paste

e 1 eight-ounce can tomato sauce

e  2teaspoons dried oregano

e 1teaspoon dried basil

e s teaspoon black pepper

e  Water to boil noodles

e 12 uncooked lasagna noodles

o 1large egg white, beaten

e 2 cups cottage cheese

e Y cup shredded parmesan
cheese

e 115-ounce carton fat-free ricotta

e 2 cups shredded mozzarella
cheese

Directions:

e  Brown hamburger and drain
grease. Set aside. In the same pan,
coat with cooking spray, sauté on-
ion and garlic for 5 minutes. Add
beefback in. Add 2 tablespoons
parsley, chopped whole tomatoes
and next six ingredients. Bring to a
boil. Reduce heat, cover and sim-
mer for 20 minutes. Uncover and
simmer for 15 minutes. Set aside.

Boil water and cook noodles for
12 minutes or until “al dente”
Drain and set aside.

Preheat oven to 350 E In anoth-
er bowl, combine 2 tablespoons
parsley, egg white, cottage cheese,
parmesan cheese and ricotta
cheese.

Spray a 9-inch by 13-inch pan
with cooking spray and spread 1
cup tomato/beef mixture on the
bottom of the pan. Place 3 noo-
dles on tomato/beef mixture, top
with half of cottage cheese mix;
then 2 cups of tomato/beef mix-
ture, and 2/3 cup of mozzarella.
Repeat. Place another layer of
noodles on top, then spread with
remaining tomato/beef mixture.
Cover with aluminum foil and
bake for 1 hour. Then, sprinkle
with 2/3 cup of provolone and
bake uncovered for another 10
minutes. Take out of oven and let
rest for 10 minutes.

Scott Manhart, CPA

Insight CPA, Partner

B41-T44-3200
smanhart@insightwealthgroup.com

Kristen Crouthamel, AIF®
Insight Wealth Group, Financial Advisor

641-T44-3200
kristen@insightwealthgroup.com

SPRING IS FOR BLOOMING

This spring, let us handle your taxes and financial planning so
you can enjoy the season!

Call Insight today to start a relationship with advisors who
truly care about you and growing your bottom line.

134 W. Main Street, Panora, IA « insightwealthgroup.com

Securities offered through Arete Wealth Management, LLC; Member FINRA and S51PC. Investment Advisory
Services offered through Arete Wealth Advisors, LLC an SEC registered investment advisory firm.
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WHERE IS IT?

The answer for the location of

the photo in last month’s contest
is the cowboy silhouette at the
Guthrie Livestock Pavillion in
Guthrie Center. Danielle McNeill
was the first person with the
correct answer. Have a guess on
where this month'’s photographed
image is at? Have
a photo to submit
for future issues?
Send to shane@
gctimesnews.
com. 1

[ty

MONUMENTS & ENGRAVING

Healthcare
Scholarship

Applications are now available for
AC/GC Class of 2026 Seniors at the
HS Office or TNH front desk. Please
drop off completed applications to
The New Homestead. All healthcare
majors are eligible. TNH is awarding

one $500 Scholarship!
The New Homestead 800-305-3110 @) @Eighmymonument
o, o ) ;F ------- p; An-j?m[ __________ Mount Ayr 404 South Lincoln - Guthrie Center 101 State Street
s ot S | April3,2026 | Guthrie Location: Wednesdays 9-3 or call for an appointment!

2306 State Street, Guthrie Center
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AREA CHURCH GUIDE

© SUBMIT CHANGES OR UPDATES TO SHANE@GCTIMESNEWS.COM

ADAIR Saint John Catholic Church First Christian Church []%1[=] Guthrie Center Seventh-day [=] e, =]

— . 501 Adair St., Adair 105 N. Fourth St., Guthrie Center m ¢4l Adventist Church i E}f{hfﬁ
Adair First Preshyterian Church 515-523-1943 641-332-2571 ] ik 1305 North St Guthrie Center E"r*j iy
405 Audubon St., Adair https://adairstjohn.org Christian.org B (41-327-2778 IS
Adair United Methodist Church CASEY First United Methodist Church & & www.guthriecentersda.com
404 Cass St., Adair 405 Prairie St., Guthrie Center iEhbia  Immanuel Lutheran Church B
641-746-2210 %t“] OF?,; ;u t&fgf i RIS 641332208 é'ﬁ.lf.aﬁ 713 . 12th St. Guthrie Center Iril 2

sLIRISE bty gcumdia.org T 6413322918 s
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church [ gpm 6417462734 'ﬁl‘ﬁ, o,
1107 Broad St., Adair i www.idwlcms.org/congregation.php?id=29 Iy First Preshyterian Church ; ge.org
641-742-3802 - " 701 State St., Guthrie Center Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s e
http://goodshepherdadair.com %ﬁégng?t'_tgixethomﬂ Curch 641-332-2425 Witnesses E!! [=]
New Life Baptist Church i | o622 Guthrie Center First Baptist EEE ‘;‘5’072;3;5‘;? Guthrie Center
. - ‘l" ‘; ,q K s 0 _E - -
218 Audubon St, Adar, 1A 50002 fh v : Churgh : I’:j E}g‘ﬁ b i
www.newlifeadair.org IEI ikl | GUTHRIE CENTER 113N, Fifth St., Guthrie Center e
Our messages: " : : b41-747-8198 Saint Mary Catholic Church EtiE
www.newlifeadair.org/videos Bowman Chapel United Methodist Church www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 603 Main St, Guthrie Canter I e
2397 Bowman Ave., Guthrie Center o L L

641-332-2408

641-747-3843
st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com

AHA 7 Sunset Realty A4 A4 A
Building Relationships

with Buyers and Sellers

218 W. Main St.
Panora, IA 50216

641.755.2377

5 ¢ ey,
[ l 2
D210 '
.%" Dave Wagler Laura Kemble Angie Worth . Ben Hays pr— /(Tﬁ“
3 Broker Associate Broker/Owner Broker Associate Leslie Anderson Realtor == MLS | T Tt
‘ i i DMAAR
ok 641-757-1204 641-757-0287 /Owner Realtor/Office Admin ¢y 757 5858 8

712-249-4067

Scan Here! ) Licensed to Sell Real Estate in lowa
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DISCLAIMER: This publication does not know-
ingly accept advertising that is deceptive, fraudu-
lent, or which might otherwise violate the law or
accepted standards of taste. However, this publi-
cation does not warrant or guarantee the accu-
racy of any advertisement, or the quality of the
goods or services advertised. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate all claims made
in any advertisement and to use good judgment
and reasonable care, particularly when dealing
with persons unknown to you who ask for money
in advance of delivery of the goods or services
advertised.

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile
home 1990 and newer CENTURY HOMES of
OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT
TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans
find work or start their own business. Call
24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your service, call now for a
free quote and see how much you can save!
1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for Directv and
get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and
Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt?
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out
how to pay off your debt for significantly
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information Kit with all
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental-
50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a majority of peo-
ple struggle to pay for health coverage. Let
us show you how much you can save. Call
Now for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-
8454.You will need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first hear-
ing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny
buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support.
More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call
Audien 1-866-698-3418 (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it, we'll replace
it! Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call:
1-833-816-2128.(mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION.
Our trusted professionals will restore your
home to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1480.
Mold Remediation services are also avail-
able! (mcn)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-414-0768 (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just $249!
Advertise your business or item with a clas-
sified ad in the Midwest Free Community
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and power-
ful. One call, and you're done! Boost your
visibility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to sched-

ule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-6323. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept
the insurance company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $1000's. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really worth. 100%
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534.
(mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a power move. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available. Quality
materials & professional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available. Call Today!
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off install (for mili-
tary, health workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15% off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call today for
your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 1-833-641-6646.
(mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking for
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-7028.
(men) m
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FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
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Start the new
year clog-free!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection

(o) (o)
15 /0 OFF + !igm/? and estimate: 1-855-595-2102
LeafFilter- EU————

Seniors + Military
**promotional offer includes 15% offplus an additional 10% offfor qualified veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. See Representative for
full warranty details.
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5, WV WVOSE?WZ ‘The leadii 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and
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zn ,G H OM E Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service %
Erie Roofing Since 1976 l

" LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

FREEESTIMATE

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome. com/erielicenses/
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http://www.dental50plus.com/midwest
http://www.dental50plus.com/midwest
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REALTY

___ Rooted Here. Trusted Here.

Kane Powell Dee Powell Mason Babcock Brian Denham Rob Robson
Owner/Broker Owner/Assoc.Broker Realtor Realtor Realtor
515.202.4910 515.202.3312 641.425.4410 515-208-5169 641-757-1409

Whether you'’re buying or selling at Lake Panorama or the surrounding
communities, our team is here to guide you every step of the way.

Lake Panorama Realty
5370 Chimra Road
Panora, lowa
641-755-5253
www.lakepanoramarealty.com

Licensed to sell real estate in lowa Net intended to solicit currently listed properties

PAGE 32 | MARCH 2026 GUTHRIE CENTER TIMES 4R www.guthriecentertimes.com



