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Presenting the 2025 Grant Recipients from

In 2025, the Guthrie County Community Foundation awarded OVER $215,000 to organizations and
groups who serve Guthrie County residents.

Bayard Church of Christ
Summer meal program

Boys and Girls Club

Coon Rapids
Thomas Rest Haven
Updated lighting

Coon Rapids
Police Department
New AEDs for police vehicles
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C.C.FIRE HALL =

Guthrie Center
Fire Fighters Association
SCBA replacements

Guthrie County
Arts Council
Classroom upgrades

of Central Southwest Iowa
Updated outdoor play area

Panora Community Center

STE AWARDED !
GRANT EROM. b1

Coon Rapids
Ambulance Department
CPR training supplies

Casey Public Library
Betterment Assoc.
Library updates

Friends of the Bayard
Public Library
New outdoor digital sign

Updated restrooms

Guthrie County
Conservation Board
New park signs

Guthrie County Fair
Foundation
New showring paving

Coon Rapids
Fire Department
Bunker gear

Friends of the
Guthrie Center Library
New programs and materials

Guthrie County
First Responders Assoc.
New EMS bags

$200,000+ is available to be awarded in Guthrie County in 2026

If you have questions, email GCCFoundation@gmail.com or contact a board member.

Guthrie County Community
Foundation Board of Directors:

Joni Dvorak
Mary Ebert
Diane Flanery
Carla Hilgenberg
Kirby Klinge

Ryan Albers :
Andrew Arganbright :
Ruth Blomquist
Tamara Deal
Dwight Dinkla

Troy Miller
Jeremy Muell
Ashley Pieper
Tom Rutledge

Stacey Simmons
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the Guthrie County Community Foundation

Guthrie County
Hospital Foundation
Physical therapy equipment

Guthrie County Historical
Village Foundation
Exterior painting of the
main building

Main Street
Guthrie Center
Lighting for downtown side
streets

Little Smiles and Company
Shading for outdoor
playground

Panorama Soccer Club
New equipment

Panora Garden Club
Watering system

Jamaica Emergency
Services Assoc.
Radio upgrades

- hbE] B B

-

Menlo Fire and Rescue
Gear upgrades

Stuart Fire Department
Helmet replacements

THIS SITE AWARDED
A R AMT FROM

Tri Center
Association, Stuart
Equipment for congregate
meals site

West Central Youth Club
Help with summer programs

Yale Fire Department
Communication equipment

_—
Little Charger

Learning Center, Inc.
Financing for the new facility

Little Panther
Daycare and Preschool
Education and safety updates

Panora EMS
Training equipment

Panora Christian Church
Stitch and Chatter
Fabric and sewing supplies

Stuart Public Library
New study pods

Tori’s Angels Foundation
Donor software and strategy
consulting

YJB Triple T
Supplies for fundraising
activities

Now’s the time to submit grant applications for 2026 funds. Funding is available to 501(c)3 non-profit organizations [®] 5
and government entities that reside in Guthrie County or serve Guthrie County residents. -

The deadline to apply is midnight, January 31, 2026.
Applications and more information about eligibility are available at GuthrieCountyCommunityFoundation.org
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Senior
Apartments Available

Assisted Living
Independent Living
Winter Stay Option

~\ The New Homestead
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2306 State Street, Guthrie Center
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MRI
CONSTRUCTION

UPDATES®

~# )] | PROMES,
FNP

Greene
County
Family
Medicine

www.gcmchealth.com/ | Clinic

mri-construction
CALL 515-386-0500 TO SCHEDULE

Social Worker
Staff RN

RAD Tech

Lab Tech
Maintenance Tech

APPLY ONLINE! »»» GCMCHealth.com/Careers

JOIN OUR

TEAM!
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

It was 32 years ago when I asked my
wife, Jolene, to marry me. We had been
dating for a few years, and we both
seemed ready to tie the knot. We were
not ones to travel the world or take on
outlandish activities, so a simple pro-
posal seemed fitting, at least to me.
What we did do was play a lot of board
games, especially during the cold win-
ter months. That gave me an idea.

One evening, I carefully placed the
engagement ring I purchased for her in
the bag of letters in a Scrabble game.

I asked her if she wanted to play. She
didn’t react positively, but I eventually
talked her into it. I nervously unfolded
the board and set up the racks. Then I

ABOUT THE GR CODES IN OUR PUBLICATION: Point your smartphone camera at the code and tap the prompt on the
screen to follow the link. We have included QR codes to contact us, to view movie trailers, connect to websites and more. ¢o join our VIP email list.

drew my letters. She did
the same.

As the game proceed-
ed, Jolene kept drawing
her replacement letters,
and I keptlooking at her
face, awaiting her reac-
tion when she would
pull out the ring.

More rounds of play.
More letters drawn. We
were getting down to
the end, and she still had not found the
ring. Was it not there? Did I lose it? Or
did she know my plan and was messing
with me the entire time?

With her last draw, she felt something

Shane
Goodman

different in the bag and remarked,
“Whatis in here?” Then she turned the
bag upside down and shook it, bounc-
ing the ring off the table and onto the
floor. I, of course, quickly picked it up
and dropped to one knee, asking her
to marry me. Fortunately, she said yes.
And, fortunately, the ring was still in-
tact.

Considering what we do in our jobs
today with publishing and printing and
journalism and words, maybe using the
Scrabble game was a good fit. I would
like to tell you I had that connection
planned out, butI didn’t. We simply
liked playing Scrabble. And we like be-
ing married, too.

Many of our advertisers also use QR codes in their ads to direct you to their website or to connect you with special offers.

A PROPOSAL IN LETTERS

In this month’s cover story, we share
the engagement stories of local resi-
dents, telling how they gained the cour-
age to ask for their partner’s hand in
marriage.

Have a great month and thanks for
reading. ®

e

Shane Goodman

Editor and Publisher
Guthrie Center Times
641-332-2707
shane@gctimesnews.com
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Robert Carr, Agent

641-332-2263
robert@robertcarrinsurance.com
www.robertcarrinsurance.com

Prices vary by state. Options selected by customer;
availability and eligibility may vary.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm-

Robert Carr Insurance Agency Inc.

111 S. 4th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Create affordable snowmobile
coverage just for you.

Before you hit the Snow, gear up with a Personal
Price Plan® for your snowmobile insurance. | can
help you create an affordable price, just for you.
Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

www.guthriecentertimes.com
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COVER STORY

POPPING THE QUESTION

SPECIAL TO GUTHRIE CENTER TIMES

The proposals, engagements
and love stories of a few
local couples.

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

When it comes to marriage proposals and
engagements, there does not seem to be a
right or wrong way. In romantic relation-
ships, it is often said that birds of a feather
flock together. But, it is also said that op-
posites attract. Some people believe in love
at first sight, while others say love must
grow gradually through shared experiences.
Some prefer a private proposal, while oth-
ers pop the question while being televised
on a Jumbotron screen at a public event.

So, what is the best approach? That de-
pends. Falling in love, proposing marriage
and building a life together are all unique
experiences that each couple navigates in
their own way. Below are the proposal, en-
gagement and love stories of a few local
couples.

JOHN AND PAT PETTINGER

A phrase to describe the love story of
John and Pat Pettinger could be, “When you
know, you just know.” The Pettingers shared
the story of their meeting and engagement.

“I'm from Mason City and graduated
from Iowa State, then got a job here in Adair
to teach,” Pat said. “I came here to look for a
place to live, and it was late June of 1976, so
there wasn’t much available. The principal
told me about a guy in town who had a mo-
bile home to rent out, and that was John. He
lived in the A-frame across the street.”

Pat agreed to rent the mobile home and

Wedding day photo of the Pettingers.

Pat and John Pettinger

moved in just prior to the school year.

“I came down for beginning teachers’
workshop, and moved in on Aug. 21,” Pat
said. “It was a Sunday, and he came over
and asked if I wanted to go to the park. He
said there was a slow pitch softball tourna-
ment, and I could meet some people. So
that was our first date, kind of”

John said he was a very attentive land-
lord.

“I went over there a lot,” John said. “I
thought she was kind of cute, and I started
thinking of all sorts of things I needed to fix
at the trailer”

Pat recalled that the couple spent time
together every day, including going to play
tennis in Atlantic. Both Pat and John felt
their bond growing.

“We were so compatible. We would finish
each other’s sentences. We liked the same
things and had the same values,” John said.
“Everything was just clicking so much.”

On Aug. 31, after only 10 days together,
their relationship grew suddenly more seri-
ous.

“I said something like, ‘Gee, we're so
compatible, we should get married, ” John
said. “And then she said, ‘Is that a pro-
posal?’ So, I asked, ‘What would you say if
I did? And she said, ‘Why don’t you find
out?”

With that encouragement, John popped
the question, and Pat said yes. But, the cou-
ple wisely chose to delay announcing the
news to their families.

“We ended up telling them in October,

like after six weeks. We figured after some
time had gone by it wouldn’t be so shock-
ing” Pat said. “And, I don’t think it was that
shocking because they had heard me talk-
ing about him.”

John and Pat each said they do not recall
friends or family trying to “talk sense into
them” about being engaged so quickly. The
one exception Pat recalled was at her job as
a teacher.

Pat recalled that upon hearing of the en-
gagement, her principal suggested Pat not
announce the news to her students “in case
things don’t work out”” That advice ended
up being unnecessary. The Pettingers mar-
ried June 4, 1977. They have two grown chil-
dren and two grandkids. And now, the Pet-
tingers are looking forward to celebrating

SINIL HIIND FHHLNG | SHIIM HOIY
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their 50™ anniversary next year. Sometimes,
you just know.

KYLIE DORAN AND KAEL ILES

Kylie Doran and Kael Iles are a local cou-
ple that met in high school and have been
together ever since. She graduated from
Panorama High School in 2023, while he
graduated from Perry.

“I'lived in Yale growing up, but now I'm
living north of Fansler. Kael and I started
dating in December of 2022, our senior
year of high school. Kael was going to
Perry, and I was going to Panorama. We
dated for a little over two years, and this
last March, my job required me to go and
live in Florida for about a month and a half
with the family I was working for as an as-
sistant,” Doran said.

Unknown to Doran, her boyfriend,
friends and family were hatching a scheme.

“I'had flown down there, and my friends
were scheduled to fly down the weekend
of March 10,” Doran said. “Kael and I had
kind of been joking around about getting
engaged, but I didn’t know it was coming. I
thought maybe in the fall”

Cell phone technology played a factor in
Kael'’s surprise but also nearly let the secret
out.

“Iworked that week while my friends
were there, and on my day off, we got up
and went into Tampa to go shopping, and it
was on Thursday, March 13. Kael works for
an HVAC company, and he had texted me
that he was at work a little bit early and his
location feature wasn’t working that day,
and I thought nothing of it, because that
happens sometimes,” Doran said. “Around
lunchtime, I noticed that my calls and texts
to Kael weren’t going through anymore.
Sometimes, he works down in a basement,
so I talked to his mom just to make sure

Kael lles and Kylie Doran are all smiles.

things were OK. She said he was getting off
work early and was going to go shopping
with her”

About this time, Doran began to notice
something felt odd.

“I started picking up hints. He sent me
a picture, and he was in his work uniform,
but I noticed in the glass reflection that
he wasn’t actually wearing his work pants
and work boots,” she said. “He was wearing
shorts, so I started getting a little nervous,
because he never lies to me. I could tell
something was off”

Doran recalled that her friends came up
with an idea to distract and cheer her up.

“Around 4 p.m., we went home, and us
girls decided we’d go take some sunset
pictures on the beach. They picked out a
white dress for me to wear and they wore
dresses, too. We drove down to the beach
about 7 p.m.,” Doran said. “At one point, we

When you have big dreams—1to advance your career, start a
small business from home, or develop a side hustle—you need
a connection that works as hard as you do. You need our fiber

internet.

Its ultra-fast speed eliminates buffering and helps you move
more quickly from “to-do” to "done.” Plus, our 99.9% reliability

rermoves the barrier of downtime to smooth out your journey.

PANORA FIBER FUELS UNSTOPPABLE AMBITION.
Call 641.755.2424 in Panora or 641,332,2000
in Guthrie Center.

RANORA

Fast - Reliable - Local

05

114 E Main St £03 State 5t
Panora, 1A 50216 Guthrie Center, |4 50115
041755 2424 B41.332 2000

panorafiber.com

Comerstong Group £
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Attention
Livestock
Producers

LIVESTOCK RISK PROTECTION (LRP) is designed to protect against declmmg
market prices. A variety of coverage levels and insurance periods are offered that
match the time the livestock would normally be marketed.

INSURABLE LIVESTOCK: Feeder Cattle « Fed Cattle - Swine

Applications may be submitted anytime during a crop year if no other LRP policy exists for
the applicant, and specific coverage endorsements can be purchased throughout the year.

These livestock programs are designed to manage risk on a national market basis. All
prices used to quote and determine ending values are derived from the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange (CME) and the Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT).

Give Us A Call Today For More Information!

HERITAGE

INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE

‘Ju.ﬂr.l'r'ng Creneration to Generation'

Pt

800-580-2263 - 220 6th Avenue, Coon Rapids - www.heritageinsgroup.com |

GUTHRIE
COUNTY  mm—"

BUILDING YOUR FUTUREIN STEM!
Saturday, March 28 « 9am-12pm | S&VE

2026 E

Panora Elementary School | 401 Panther Drive, Panora THIE
DATE!
Open to all youth and families grades K-6th

JOIN 4-11
NOW!

» [OWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Fxtension and Outreach

Darrin and Karen Kelly

stopped, and my friend turned me around,
and there was Kael just standing there in
the distance. He had some white roses
sticking out of the sand and a blanket, and
letters that spelled out ‘Marry me! I had
always figured that when the time came, I
would know it, but I had no idea.”

As the surprise wore off, the actual pro-
posal occurred.

“I gave him the biggest hug, and then he
asked if I would marry him, and I said yes,’
Doran said. “And he had a photographer
set up, in a hole in the sand that some kids
had dug up. So he was actually hiding in
that hole”

Following their engagement, the couple
enjoyed a long weekend on the beach.

“It ended up being really cool. Kael took
the rest of the week and weekend off, and
he got to stay down there with me and cel-
ebrate with our friends,” Doran said.

The couple plans a May 2026 wedding.
With that date only a few months away,
they are busy planning the details of their
big day, but they are also striving to remain
calm and balanced.

“We had about 13 or 14 months to plan,
and I never realized how much went into a
wedding until I'm in the position of plan-
ning one,” Doran said. “I've got all the
vendors booked. It’s starting to get a little
stressful, but I'm also just trying to enjoy
the process. It's been fun to hear stories
from grandparents and aunts and uncles
of things that didn’t go according to plan at
the wedding, but it’s things they can look
back and laugh about”

The young couple looks forward to the
next step in their relationship.

“It’s definitely been different than dat-

ing” Doran said. “Getting ready for mar-
riage has been really fun. We've been do-
ing pre-marriage counseling at our church,
which is one of the best decisions we’ve
made for our relationship. It’s been really
exciting, and we're getting anxious.”

KAREN KELLY

Karen Kelly is a familiar face at Mary J.
Barnett Library in Guthrie Center. She has
spent most of her life working with youth,
first in the schools and now in the library.
Karen grew up in Guthrie Center and
taught locally for 30 years. She has been
married twice and told the tale of how each
engagement came to be.

“My first husband was George. With
George, it was completely unexpected be-
cause we had only dated for about a month
when he proposed,” Karen recalled. “One
of my good friends married his best friend,
and they'd been trying to set us up, and
they kind of tricked me into going out with
him. They invited me to a birthday party,
and I didn’t know that George was going to
be there. I'd had a bad breakup and didn’t
think I was interested in a relationship. But,
he kept asking me out. Finally, my friend
called me and said, ‘Please, would you just
go out with the man. Just go on one date
and call it good.”

That first date turned out to be uninten-
tionally memorable.

“Everything that could go wrong did go
wrong. He had car trouble on the way, and
this was back before cell phones, so he
stopped at Casey’s and called me,” Karen
said. “We were supposed to go out for din-
ner. So, he called my friend’s husband,
and they happened to be in Panora at her
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mom’s house, so they went and got George
and then me, and we went to my friend’s
mom’s house for dinner. George then bor-
rowed their car to drive me home. Then,
it was embarrassing because I lived right
on State Street, and we were sitting in the
car talking, and there was a carload of my
students that kept circling the block and
driving past my house, honking. When he
walked me up to my door, they drove past
again, and one of them yelled, ‘Just kiss
her!””

Although the first date did not go accord-
ing to plan, things were quickly smoothed
out.

“On that Monday, I got a huge arrange-
ment of flowers with a little note saying,
‘T'm sorry that things went so badly, but
let’s try this again, ” Karen said. “And it was
all of my favorite flowers.”

From then on, the couple dated. Karen
recalled that one day, after spending time
with teacher friends, she came home to
find that George was awaiting her. Karen
was scheduled to chaperone a student
dance that evening, so she told George of
her plans. Although George tried to say that
he just stopped by, Karen knew there was
something more going on. He then said he
had an item to add to Karen'’s growing col-
lection of McDonald’s Happy Meal toys.

“He said, ‘I stopped by because I know
that you collect Happy Meal toys, and I
don’t think you have this one, ” Karen said.
“I'was kind of irritated that he just showed
up unannounced. He acted kind of nervous
and weird, so I opened it up, and there
was this engagement ring. So, I felt kind of
stupid for being so cranky with him, but I
wanted boundaries. I didn’t want him to
think he could just show up and change my
plans”

Eventually, George realized he had not
gotten a clear answer to his proposal. Kar-
en could not resist the chance to tease him
a bit.

“Later, he said, ‘You never gave me an
answer, ” Karen said. “So, I said, ‘Well, I
guess so because [ need new towels! I was

P A | T b, N G

Karen Kelly’s ring in a flower.

joking when I said that, but everybody
thought that was why I married the guy, so
when we got married, we got scads of tow-
els”

Unfortunately, George later passed away,
leaving Karen a widow. Initially, she had
no plans to marry again, but she eventu-
ally began dating Darrin Kelly. She recalled
the day their relationship took a meaning-
ful turn.

“When Darrin and I got engaged, we
were just hanging out watching a movie. It
had been one of those weeks. I was cranky
and my feet hurt, and he started rubbing
my feet, and I said, ‘Oh, my goodness, that'’s
really nice. I'd marry you on the spot if you
would do this every day. He said, ‘Hold
that thought, and I thought he’d gone to
the bathroom or something,” Karen said.
“When he came back, he held out his hand,
and it was a box with an engagement ring
in it. He'd had it for a couple of months,
but he wasn’t quite sure how and when to
bring it out”

Karen said she is glad Darrin proposed,
but she still enjoys teasing him about it.

“Occasionally, I point out to him that I
did keep my end of the deal, and my feet
are pretty tired sometimes,” she said. ll
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FITNESS STUDIO
Ignite

Nutriticn & Heclh

BE THE BEST VERSION OF you " h

Purchase the Kickstart Package for $125 by January 31 and receive an unlimited
month with 24/7 access, unlimited fitness classes and get your second month FREE!

Also receive an InBody 570 Scan. This is a body composition analysis scan with
Carol at Ignite Nutrition & Health in the Restore Wellness building. A $30 value!
Scan expires 2/15/2026.

More packages available for
purchase, contact ignitenutritionandhealth@gmail.com.

YOUR
CAR
TODAY!

GIVE YOUR
CAR THE BEST!

Thanks For Voting Us Best
Guthrie County Car Wash!

L WINNER
ALL SEASONS CAR WASH

Two Convenient Locations!
601 W. Main Street, Panora & 302 E. Main Street, Panora
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Here comes the bride. This time that means you.

Or maybe it means your daughter. Or, possibly, the
one who will dress in white is engaged to be your
wife. Whomever it is, before the wedding bells ring,
you need to plan. Start your research early, don’t

be afraid to ask others to help out, and read the
following Wedding Guide for ideas on how to pull off
the perfect day.

o
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WEDDING GUIDE

5 TIPS TO ENHANCE WEDDING DECOR

Family Features
Wedding days are meant to be filled

with love and celebration, and what better
way to ring in the new stage of life as new-
lyweds than with a well-decorated venue
to match the joyous occasion? Whether a
couple is on a tight budget or picky when
it comes to theme ideas, these decorating
tips can help add more flair for the big day.

1. USE A NATURAL VENUE.

Many couples choose wedding venues
that require immense amounts of deco-
rations, but a venue with organic scenery
or a beautiful view can help alleviate the
stress. Consider having the ceremony near
a garden or beach with enough natural
surroundings to keep guests in awe.

2. MAKE THE CAKE A
CENTERPIECE.

Wedding cakes are almost guaranteed
to be filled with flavor, but they can also
serve as a decorative centerpiece for the
reception. Choosing a cake topped with
flowers, highlighting bright colors and
placing it in a prominent spot at the recep-
tion can grab guests’ attention while also
keeping them eager for a bite.

3. CHOOSE TABLE

ACCESSORIES THAT POP.
Leave guests in amazement as they

make their way to their seats for the re-

ception with beautifully decorated tables.
Table accessories can be anything ranging
from patterned table runners to flowers in
full-bloom placed in simple, elegant vases.
Ifyou are not having a formal sit-down re-
ception, try using paper lanterns or hang-
ing flowers from the ceiling to create an
eye-catching atmosphere to remember.

4. ADD CLASSIC LIGHTING.

At times, finding the right lighting to
match the mood of a wedding venue can
be tricky. In this case, less may actually be
more. Try opting for a classic candlelit cer-
emony or reception to create a more ro-
mantic setting. This can save both money
and countless hours spent attempting to
configure elaborate light fixtures, and also
provide a timeless feel.

5. PLACE ENGAGEMENT
PHOTOS AROUND.

With any wedding, you want the day to
feel personal and intimate for the couple
and guests alike. Consider decorating
the venue with engagement photos of the
soon-to-be spouses as they popped the
question. This can allow the newlyweds
to reminisce while guests view those
cherished moments and revel in the oc-
casion. l

For more tips to prepare for life’s special
moments like marital bliss, visit elivingto-
day.com.

FLORALS & DECOR

Contact us today to customize wedding florals
plus wedding decor rentals and design services.

106 E Main St , Panora

(641) 755-4188 » www.shopbbmarketplace.com (£
Mon 8-4 « Closed Tues * Wed-Fri 8-5 ¢ Sat 8-4 ¢ Sun 8-2
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WEDDING GUIDE

HOW TO HANDLE SEATING WEDDING GUESTS

Family Features

Receptions may be big or small, lavish or
casual. But regardless of their size or style,
receptions all share a common element:
They will require couples set up seating
arrangement for guests. Even though as-
signed seating isn’t mandatory, selecting
seats for a sit-down dinner makes things
simpler and reduces confusion. Some re-
ception venues may even require assigned
seating so that catering staff can service ta-
bles accordingly.

Seating guests can be tricky, but employ-
ing a few strategies can make the process
go quickly and smoothly.

e Use aseating chart. A seating chart,
whether it’s venue-specific or one
couples make themselves, is es-
sential. If you are using a self-made
chart, inquire with the venue about
the shape of tables, how many
guests each table can seat, and the
location of tables around the space.

e Start with the wedding party table.
Couples can ease themselves into
the task of seating by doing the easy

Call to schedule your tour and save your date! 641-740-2751

tables first. The primary one is the
wedding party table. This tradition-
ally can be a dais or a sweetheart
table flanked by the wedding party.
According to Martha Stewart Wed-
dings, the table should be centrally
located, and the wedding couple
should sit in the middle. A male-
female pattern follows on either
side of the couple, consisting of the
ushers, bridesmaids, best man and
maid of honor. If much of the wed-
ding party is already married, cou-
ples may opt to have the wedding
party sit with their spouses instead
of at the dais.

Organize family tables. Tables for
parents, grandparents and immedi-
ate family members of the bride and
groom also are high priority. Both
families can be combined at one
table, or they can be separated into
two tables. These tables should be
the closest to the bride and groom.
Consider mobility issues. Next seat
guests who have specific needs at
tables. Elderly guests may want to

ity
ki 4!

El Phofographyh& Design

il

be away from the band, deejay or
speakers. Guests in wheelchairs may
need an accessible seat near the exit.
Get some help. Enlist the help of
parents to seat their friends and ex-
tended family members. Parents
may know best who gets along and
who should be separated.

Seat dancers near the dance floor.

close to homel!

&

To encourage dancing, place guests who
tend to be lively close to the dance floor so
others can see them getting up to dance
and join in.

Couples can use apps, lists or self-made
charts to plot their reception seating ar-
rangements. Create place cards or a central
chart so guests can find their seats prompt-
ly and easily. B

SCHAFER
CENTURY
BARN

SCHAFER
BARN ON
THE HILL

Adair, lowa ¢ www.schafercenturybarn.com
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WE ARE READY TO SERVE
YOU BY CATERING YOUR
WEDDING OR NEXT EVENT.

Rehearsal dinner
Wedding dinner
Late-Night Wedding Snacks
Bridal Showers
Graduations
Family & Class Reunions
Funerals
Can serve up to 500 people

GuThe %li Contact Sarah to inquire! (64]) 33)- 2310

64733 2_11,\'0 p 2003 State St., Guthrie Center

cafeonthehill50115@gmail.com « Mon, Wed Thu, Fri, Sun 7am-2pm (Tue & Sat CLOSED)
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LOCAL FILM REVIEWS

NEIL DIAMOND. KING DAVID. SHAKESPEARE. AND THREE
MOVIES WITH A CHARACTER’S NAME IN THE TITLE.

“Ella McCay”

BY MICHAEL C. WOODY
Guthrie Center Times

It’s the end of the year, so let’s clean
out the film closet and throw everything
that we have got against the wall and see
what sticks. And, just to be different, let’s
start with the worst movie in this batch
and end with the best.

“ELLA MCCAY”

With the talent behind and in front of
the camera, this movie was set up like
few others to be successful. It was written
by James L .Brooks, who wrote “Broad-
cast News,” “As Good As It Gets” and
co-wrote “Terms of Endearment,” which
was nominated for just shy of a dozen
Academy Awards. It stars Jamie Lee Cur-
tis, Albert Brooks, Rebecca Hall, Julie Ka-
vner and Woody Harrelson. That being
said, this an absolutely horrible movie.
Emma Mackey, whose last credit was the
Barbie movie, is so mis-
cast as a political power El llll'f;EE!

reRi

person in the middle of

a scandal and chomping
at the bit to make a name
for herself. This movie

GRATEFUL FOR EVERYONE IN 2025 AND LOOKING

FORWARD TO WHAT THE NEW YEAR WILL BRING!

© CELEBRATE GUTHRIE CENTER

° FARMERS MARKET
® FALL FESTIVAL

e VERY MERRY GUTHRIE CENTER

“David”

should have never been made. I satin on
ascreening, and it was all I could do to
stay in my seat. GRADE: D-

“DAVID”
This is a look at the biblical King Da-
vid as a young warrior trying to make
aname for himself and help his people
escape the cruelty of their enemies. “Da-
vid” is an excellent animated film that is
so much better than the other cartoon
stuff that kids have been fed all year. I
was not expecting a great
animated film, but that is
exactly what I got. And,
as a life-long Catholic,
Ilearned some things
about my faith. GRADE: A

“Rental Family” “Song Sung Blue”

py to say that this one did, and it was a
fantastic experience — even better than
the first. The voices are great, the sets
are crazy good, and the story seemed
more focused. This was one of the better
times I have had in a theater this year.
GRADE: A

arare serious role, plays
his manager. Great to see
Clooney on screen again,
but we need a better story
next time. GRADE: B+

“WICKED: FOR GOOD”
Unless you were hiding under a rock
for the last six-plus months, you are cer-
tainly aware that the second half of the
movie “Wicked” opened this past fall.
This is the conclusion of
the first movie, and ex-
pectations were way over
the top. How could any
movie expect to live up to
that hype? Well, I'm hap-

*50/+50

“JAY KELLY”

Here is one more movie with a charac-
ter’'s name in the title. The film is George
Clooney’s long-awaited return to mov-
ie theaters. His last movie was “Wolfs”
with Brad Pitt, and it was not great. Here,
Clooney plays Clooney, a famous actor
living with his beautiful family in France
and preparing to be celebrated for his
career of excellence. Adam Sandler, in

“RENTAL FAMILY”
“Rental Family” is a curious but

charming little film about a man (Bren-
dan Frazier) who is hired

by families overseas for [=]"
certain jobs. This job is i
to write a story about an
old man. The film is full
of great joy and great sad-

REFER
FRIENDS

o HARVEST DINNER TO GCSB

for you for a friend
® HOLIDAY EVENT IN 2026
e 50115 FEST O IO HERER A FRIEND: and you could

earn up to $500*

=

(J Supporting Small Businesses

 Revitalizing And Beautifying Our Downtown
(¥ Creating A Vibrant Place To Call Home

Share GCSB Open & Fund 3: Get 550 Each

MAIN STREET
GUTHRIE CENTER

GUTHRIE COUNTY

EEEREE FEAL
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“Eternity”

ness, but you walk out of the theater feel-
ing better about yourself and the world
we live in. I would expect to see Frazier’s
name when the Oscar nominations
come out. He is just that good. GRADE:

B+

“SONG SUNG BLUE”

I've been a Neil Diamond fan for many
years, and this new film, “Song Sung
Blue” is based on a true story about a
couple of Neil Diamond impersonators,
played perfectly by Kate Hudson and

“Hamnet”

“ETERNITY”
Another wasted opportunity awaits you
with this movie. At the beginning of the
film, an old man dies (no secret there) and
is sent to eternity, which is a weigh-station,
if you will, as he awaits his wife. She does
show up, but so does one of her old beaus,

and then there is a decision

Hugh Jackman. I would do no justice to

the film if I told you more than that. Just

go see it and love every

minute. My 92-year old
mother-in-law told me
there was nothing about
that movie she didn’t love.
I agree. GRADE: A

“HAMNET”
This film is based on the
true story of William Shake-
speare and his loss of a
young son named Hamnet.
It is a sad tale of loss and
grief, but the performances

to be made. It is an inter-
esting movie with some-
thing important to say, but
it could have been said bet-
ter. GRADE: C+

WFW5720RR

4.5 cu ft. Smart
front load

WED5720RR

74 cu ft. Wrinkle
shield

*Must purchase pair
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WDTA50SAKZ

Dishwasher with
stainless steel tub.
3 rack. Adjustable
middle rack. 47DBA.
Fingerprint resistant
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WDT750SAKZ
Dishwasher with

Stainless Steel Tub,

3 Rack, Fingerprint
Resistant Stainless
Steel

WRMF3636RZ

Maximum ice
capacity, ext. ice &
water, refrigerated
ext. drawer

“Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery”

were excellent, and it is most likely headed
for atleast a few Oscar nominations. Again,
this is one of the year’s best films. GRADE: A-

“WAKE UP DEAD MAN: A KNIVES
OUT MYSTERY”
This is at least the third in this murder mys-

“Train Dreams”

might be the best one I have seen all year.

Itis a quiet film about a
solitary man, written by

a writer in Iowa’s Writer’s

Workshop. Playing on
Netflix. Do not miss this
one. GRADE: A

tery series starring Daniel Craig in a Sherlock

the previous films on one of
these bitter cold nights. It’s
amystery, so I can't tell you
much other than to check it
out. GRADE: A

“TRAIN DREAMS”

Holmesian role. I was not a big fan of the first
two, so maybe it was best that [ went in with
a low expectation. I really enjoyed this chap-

ter and might even revisit
=]} J|*" iy i i

This is another great movie I did not

see coming, but, at the end of the day, it

...but the

DEALS
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Michael C. Woody
has been reviewing
movies on radio and

television since 1986.
He and his wife,
Susan, are residents
of Guthrie County.
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE COUNTY SUPERVISORS
VOTE FOR 9-MEMBER EMS COMMITTEE

BY RICH WICKS

Guthrie Center Times

DEC. 16 - EMS ADVISORY
COUNCIL DISCUSSION, LIBRARY
FUNDING, BAYARD TAX
ABATEMENTS

During the Dec. 16 meeting of the
Guthrie County Board of Supervisors, dis-
cussion was held regarding how to create
an EMS advisory council, as the county
investigates the feasibility of designating
EMS as an essential service.

Panora EMS Director John Delavergne
shared that the three services currently
operating within Guthrie County (Pano-
ra EMS, Stuart EMS and Adair EMS) are
largely dependent on grants, which could
expire. He added that Panora EMS is gen-
erally only collecting about 45% of what
the service bills. He said many city EMS
services are facing a similar challenge.
Delavergne also noted that it is difficult to

Don’t let your taxes snowball.

insightwealthgroup.com

have adequate numbers of EMS person-
nel in the various parts of the county.

“We are, unfortunately, a struggling
breed right now,” Delavergne said.

One area of significant discussion was
how many voting members to have on the
advisory council. There was discussion of
the possibility of a smaller voting council
and a larger ad hoc council. Supervisors
noted how, on one hand, alarger council
allows more widespread representation,
but a larger group makes it more chal-
lenging to hold meetings that can be at-
tended by all or nearly all voting mem-
bers.

“Are we looking at seven to nine, or 10
to 15?” Supervisor Steve Smith asked.

Smith suggested that the supervisors
should not name individuals to serve on
the advisory council but instead should
name an organization/entity and let that
entity determine which individual would
serve on the council.

No vote or formal decision was made
at this time. The supervisors will gather
feedback from various areas of the county
to bring back for discussion at an upcom-
ing meeting.

The supervisors heard from the Guthrie
County Library Association with a fiscal
year 2027 funding request. No vote was
taken at this time.

“In January, we'll make some deci-
sions,” Armstrong said.

At the recommendation of county Trea-
surer Brenda Campbell, the supervisors
voted to approve two City of Bayard Tax
abatements (Parcel 0000440001 and Par-
cel 0000440501).

DEC. 23 - BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
PROJECT, VETERANS AFFAIRS
OFFICE

County Engineer Josh Sebern discussed
the plans for bridge replacement proj-
ect BROS-C039-8]-39 on 240" Street over

Seely Creek, south of Highway 44.

“It’s a three-span timber bridge cur-
rently, and we're going to replace it with
a concrete slab bridge. This is federal aid,
100% covered by federal aid. It will pass
through the local budget, but it’s 100% re-
imbursed,” Sebern said.

Sebern said the construction would
likely happen either in 2026 or 2027. The
board unanimously approved the final
plans of the project as described by Se-
bern.

Board Chair Maggie Armstrong
brought up the possibility of moving the
General Assistance/ Veterans Affairs of-
fice into a different office space within the
courthouse. She said the reason for con-
sidering such a move is for privacy con-
cerns. Armstrong said she discussed the
situation with Beth Watson, department
head of the GA/VA departments.

“We all know what it’s like when there’s
somebody in Beth'’s office and they're try-

January is the easiest time to get ahead of tax season.

Q@ 134 W. Main Street, Panora, IA 50216

Scott Manhart, CPA

Partner

641-744-3200
smanhart@insightwealthgroup.com

Schedule your appointment with INSIGHT now

and avoid the last-minute scramble later.
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Kristen Crouthamel, AIF®
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kristen@insightwealthgroup.com
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ing to conduct a meeting, and we have a
meeting. It’s just very loud, and that has
brought up some privacy concerns,” Arm-
strong said.

Armstrong said the best option ap-
pears to be having the GA/VA office
move downstairs into the former “men-
tal health room.” Armstrong said if the
move is approved, clear signage would be
needed to help all visitors know how to
reach the GA/VA office. Armstrong said
the proposed move was an idea that Wat-
son brought to her attention, so Watson is
in favor of the idea.

The supervisors unanimously approved
the office move as described by Arm-
strong.

DEC. 30 - MORE EMS
DISCUSSIONS, PARCEL INQUIRY,
PROPERTY VALUATIONS,
PERFORMANCE REVIEWS

Discussion was again held regarding
the county’s interest in pursuing EMS
as an essential service. Supervisor Steve
Smith shared his opinion that the super-
visors should allow the EMS committee
(once it is formed) to handle most mat-
ters, including the specific makeup of an
ad hoc commiittee.

“This is the committee’s task, not ours,”
Smith said. “Number one, we’ve got to de-
cide how many should be on the commit-
tee, and number two, make sure that ev-
erybody has some kind of representation.
And, after that, it’s like, it’s yours.”

No formal action was taken at this time.

Supervisor Brian Johnson explained
Mike Webb’s inquiry about purchasing
Parcel 0000711800, which is adjacent to
Webb’s property. The parcel is .63 acres.
Supervisor Mike Dickson suggested
County Engineer Josh Sebern should be
consulted to see if there is any expected
need, such as widening the adjacent road-
way at some point.

“We'll check with Josh,” Johnson said.

No action was taken at this time.

County Auditor Dani Fink shared data
on the county property valuations and
outlined the fiscal year 2027 budget pro-
cess. Fink shared that while Guthrie
County supervisors have traditionally

held a second weekly meeting during
budget season, some counties have the
budget meetings all within one or two
weeks. After discussion, the supervisors
plan to hold budget meetings with de-
partment heads the week of Jan. 26. The
meetings will be scheduled for 9 a.m. to
noon.

The supervisors discussed how best to
hold performance reviews for county em-
ployees. Smith shared his opinion that if
the review includes only one or two su-
pervisors (rather than all five), employees
are more likely to engage in productive
conversation. Chair Maggie Armstrong
agreed.

“I think changing it to just two people
leads to more fluid conversation,” Arm-
strong said.

The supervisors suggested getting feed-
back on this idea from department heads.
Armstrong will contact department heads
to ask their preference.

JAN. 2 - ANNUAL
APPOINTMENTS

Supervisors held a special meeting on
Friday, Jan. 2 to make annual appoint-
ments. Steve Smith was appointed chair
of the board for 2026. JD Kuster was ap-
pointed vice chair.

Board Chair Maggie Armstrong voiced
appreciation regarding her chairing of the
board through 2025.

“I do want to thank the board, the de-
partments heads, elected officials and
all county staff, basically everybody who
supported me during my year as chair. It’s
always a pleasure to serve the people of
Guthrie County,” Armstrong said.

The supervisors then went through
the list of various annual appointments.
There was no change to the regular meet-
ing schedule and approved holidays. The
mileage reimbursement rate will be 72.5
cents per mile.

Most other appointments remained
unchanged. Among the other annual ap-
pointments were Smith for Region XII,
and JD Kuster to replace Smith as alter-
nate for Midwest Partnership. Armstrong
will be the representative to the Adair/
Guthrie County EMA, with Smith as al-

=SS e —— ——

el el —

EMPLOYERS: ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR AN EASIER WAY TO POST
YOUR CURRENT JOB OPENINGS?
Fmd Iocal candidates ¢ Easily submit your job Ilstlngs onllne
SUBMIT YOUR JOB LISTING ON OUR
FREE GUTHRIE COUNTY JOB BOARD!

gctimesnews. com/job board/

A

ternate.

JAN. 6 - MAKEUP OF AN EMS
COMMITTEE, INSURANCE RATES
Chair Steve Smith shared the recom-

mendation from Brian Johnson and
himself that the supervisors decide on
the basic makeup of an EMS commit-
tee. He explained that the recommenda-
tion includes nine entities, but each en-
tity would be able to designate a specific
person who would serve on the nine-
member committee.

Smith listed the nine recommended
entities as city of Bayard, city of Bagley,
Union Township, Adair Fire and Res-
cue, city of Guthrie Center, Guthrie
County Hospital, city of Panora, city of
Stuart, and Guthrie County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Smith stressed that the cities listed
could choose anyone (a council mem-
ber, city administrator, first responder,
etc.). Smith also said the recommenda-
tion is for a larger ad hoc committee, but
that would be determined by the nine-
member committee, if approved.

Supervisor Maggie Armstrong voiced
support for the recommendation. Super-
visor Mike Dickson disagreed.

“I don’t like it,” Dickson said. “I don’t
like the structure that you're going with
either. The rationale is you're limiting it
to nine. I'm thinking it needs to be larg-

“Before

Gollision
Gongcepts

101 Main St, Bagley ccofiowa@gmail.com

er. Why not give representation from
each township?”

Smith said alarger committee cre-
ates challenges in assuring participation
from all members, and that a larger ad
hoc committee would allow for broader
input. He also added that the final deci-
sions would be made by the county su-
pervisors.

“There are missing pieces, but we can
add all of those to the ad hoc,” Smith
said. He clarified that he believes the
nine-member committee (if approved)
should decide who is invited to any ad
hoc committee.

The supervisors voted 4-1 in favor of
the nine-member committee as pro-
posed. Dickson voted against.

Becky Benton (State Street Insurance)
presented information on insurance
rates and coverage options for the coun-
ty to consider. Guthrie County partici-
pates in coverage through ICAP (Iowa
Communities Assurance Pool), which
covers 75 of lowa’s 99 counties. The su-
pervisors reviewed and renewed the
coverage.

The supervisors meet regularly on
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. The public is welcome
to attend in person (at the courthouse) or
via remote technology. To join remote-
ly, call 323-792-6123, then use meeting
code 547029216# W

641-427-583]
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THE MONTH IN ACGC SPORTS
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No.1 Thomas Skram on the wing in a game against No. 10 Karli Kautzky passes it out wide against Ogden on No. 5 Meranda Gruber rises for the layup against Ogden
Ogden on Dec. 12. Dec. 12. on Dec. 12.
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No. 11 Preston Kent battles with the Ogden defender on No. 1 Stella Largent feeds the ball to the post against
Dec. 12. on Dec. 12. Ogden on Dec. 12.

David Leonard, Owner/ASE Certified = 501 E. Market Street, Panora
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Angel Martinez at the ACGC quad on Dec. 11. No. 20 Andrew Baumert defends the paint against No. 4 Joe Crawford gets air for two points against Ogden
Ogden on Dec. 12. onDec.12. 1
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New Homes, Remodels & Additions « Window & Door Installation
Sliding Doors - Siding * Garages * Decks e Fireplace
Vinyl & Ceramic Tile Flooring Installation

MEAIKE CONSTRUCTION

712-249-6753 or 712-304-5212 - Jarrett Meaike
1391 Highway 71, Audubon, 1A

Proudly offering services to fudubon, Guthrie County and it’s surrounding areas!

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Known for our hot beef and homestyle lunch specials

OPEN AT 7AM FOR BREAKFAST

Biscuits & Gravy * Pancakes ¢ Bacon
Cinnamon Rolls  MORE!

(641) 332-2310

2003 State St., Guthrie Center
MONWED<THU<FRI*SUN 7AM - 2PM
(Tuesday & Saturday CLOSED)

CALL US FOR (ATERING & GROUP MEALS!

EDUCATION

GUTHRIE CENTER SCHOOL
BOARD OFFICIALLY
NAMES MATTHEWSON AS
HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times
DEC. 15

During the Dec. 15 meeting of the
Adair-Casey School Board, Superinten-
dent Josh Rasmussen shared data on
the Comprehensive Financial Projection
Model for the next five years. One area
noted was the Unspent Authority Balance
(UAB), which has been steadily increas-
ing in recent years. He explained that the
reasons for this include the Adair-Casey
and Guthrie Center school boards work-
ing toward the possibility of consolida-
tion.

“We’ve gotten really efficient,” Rasmus-
sen said. “We have money we can spend
on some programs.”

Rasmussen said he is concerned that
school districts with very high UAB bal-
ances may see less funding from the state.
Board members discussed the need to
spend UAB funds wisely rather than hap-
hazardly.

The board reviewed projections on stu-
dent enrollment, revenues and expenses.
Rasmussen provided a legislative up-
date and encouraged board members to

advocate with lawmakers.

“T'would say whenever you get a
chance to meet or email our representa-
tives (to do so), because operational shar-
ing, there’s some discussion about limit-
ing that,” Rasmussen said. “We don’t want
that to go away.

The board discussed the facility up-
grade recommendations made by con-
sulting firm Denovo. Each board member
shared which projects they felt were pri-
orities. Those included secure entrances,
making an ADA-compliant bathroom,
and walls and doors at the elementary.
Board member Lindsay Dinkla advocat-
ed for strongly considering some of the
classroom improvements suggested by
teachers. No formal decisions were made.

Principal Ed Den Beste said the recent
music concert was well attended and
went smoothly.

The board held its annual organization-
al meeting. Blair Carney was reelected as
board president, with Justin Crawford as
vice president.

DEC.18

During the Dec. 18 meeting of the
Guthrie Center School Board, board
members considered a recommenda-
tion regarding Cody Matthewson, who
has been serving as interim principal for
the high school. Superintendent Josh Ras-
mussen shared his observations.

“I feel like he’s in a good spot, and so
am I. And I've met with a few high school
teachers and a few community members,”
Rasmussen said. “My recommendation
is that we remove the ‘interim” tag and
make him the fulltime principal here at
the high school”

The board voted unanimously to ap-
prove the recommendation.

Elementary Principal Tandem Eischeid
shared information on the recent discov-
ery of a small leak in the roof at the school
that became noticeable when the snow on
the roof melted. Eischeid said he shoveled
snow off the roof in that area, and a repair
will be investigated.

Eischeid reported on another issue.
“Our intercom system went out at the
elementary. It'’s something with the fuses.

We replaced it, and it worked for about

a half an hour and then it blew a fuse
again,” Eischeid said. “We have some peo-
ple coming Friday to check that out”

Matthewson said he is checking on the
number of credits senior students have
accumulated so that any students in dan-
ger of missing the credit requirement for
graduation can take action now to resolve
the issue.

“We've notified the parents of anybody
who has been or will be at risk going into
the second semester,” Matthewson said.

Upcoming dates noted included no
school on Jan. 19 due to teacher profes-
sional development.

The board reviewed the proposed
Chronic Absenteeism Policy (501.9) and
unanimously approved the first reading
and waived the second reading.

The board made committee assign-
ments for the upcoming year.

The board’s next regular meeting is set
as a joint meeting of the Adair-Casey and
Guthrie Center School Boards on Jan. 21
at 7 p.m. at the high school in Guthrie
Center. The public is welcome. H
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HEALTH

GCH TRUSTEES
APPOINT OFFICERS

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

During the Dec. 29 meeting of the Guth-
rie County Hospital Board of Trustees, the
trustees voted to appoint officers for 2026.
Cheryl Marks will serve as board chair
with Doug Kent as vice chair. Dana Tews
will be the board secretary, and Mike Un-
derwood will be the treasurer.

Chief Human Resources Officer Mary
Anderson reported on recent staff hirings.

“We hit the employee count of 150, and
we're still going. I've not seen that since
I've been here,” Anderson said. “That’s
fantastic. We're getting the workplace built

up”

Chief Operations Officer Travis Martin
reported on the cardboard clinic space
mockups at the Big Green Umbrella Media
building in Guthrie Center.

“We’ve been working on the mockups.
We have one more department left to do.
That is respiratory therapy, and hopeful-

ly that will be done this
week and we can get that
team out there to review
that space,” Martin said.

The board set a pub-
lic hearing regarding the
proposed purchase of the
Panora clinic (103 South-
east 13" St.) by issuing
revenue bonds or bor-
rowing, not to exceed $3
million. The public hear-
ing will take place at the January board
meeting Jan. 22.

Foundation Director Dennis Flanery
reported the employee appreciation cam-
paign was successful. He also noted the
annual Handbags and Bingo event is set
for April 10.

“Registration for that opens up tomor-
row,” Flanery said.

The next regular meeting of the trustees
is set for Thursday, Jan. 22 at 4 p.m. The
public is welcome.

Marks
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BUSINESS FEATURE

MITZIE

RUE’S CANINE CORRAL

TREATS DOGS LIKE FAMILY
||||I !

Owner Anna Miller says,
“’m living my dream.”

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

Numerous surveys have found that most
American dog owners consider their pet to
be a part of the family. Depending on the
survey, the results on this question usually
fall in the 95% or higher category.

The Ian and Anna Miller family of rural
Guthrie Center is no exception. The Miller
family includes three dogs: Odin, Raya and
Trixie. But, at any given time, many more
dogs are in the dog boarding facility they
run, which is named Mitzie Rue’s Canine
Corral. Anna Miller explains how the busi-
ness came to be.

“The name of the business comes from
my wolfdog, Mitzie.  had her in college,
and she passed away in 2017. We moved
here with the idea to open a kennel; that
was my dream. We thought this would be a
good location,” Miller said. “Then, in 2017,
my dad passed away. And then, a month
later, Mitzie passed away. That was a rude
awakening that there isn’t always tomor-
row, so immediately we got started on it.
By July 4 of 2019, we were open.”

Miller explained that her husband, Ian,
did about 90% of the work turning an old
machine shed into a kennel.

“We offer boarding and dog daycare.
We're open seven days a week, but I do

close, as far as pickups and drop-offs, on
the big holidays. Daycare we offer Monday
through Friday,” Miller said.

Mitzie Rue’s dog boarding is a family af-
fair with help from the kids, Alice and Vic-

Anna, lan and Alice Miller with their dogs Odin, Raya

4 '\
g
.L'

ry
and Trixie.

boarded here, depending on the weather,”
Miller said. “But, we don’t do grooming.”’
Mitzie Rue’s Canine Corral is a state-li-
censed facility located at 2706 Roost Lane,
just off Highway 44 between Panora and

tor. Miller explained that Alice sometimes
crawls into a kennel to read to a dog, which
helps enhance her reading skills and the
dogs always seem to enjoy.

“We offer walks while dogs are being

STIL HIINID IHHLNG | SHIM HOIY

KEEP YOUR HOME
USE-FREE!
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Paul’s
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Guthrie Center.

There are 14 kennels, and the facility is
licensed to house up to 28 dogs, but Miller
said the most she has ever had at once was
21. Those interested in learning more, or
scheduling a stay, can do so on the web-
site www.mitzierues.com or by going to the
Facebook page. The business phone num-
ber is 641-755-3793.

“On holidays, we’re always full and have

Anna Miller provides TLC to all dogs at Mitzie Rue’s.

a wait list, so I recommend people book as
soon as they know their plans,” Miller said.
“We have a lot of regulars, but it seems like
I get at least one new customer phone call
every week”

Miller shared that dogs do not need to
be spayed/neutered to stay at Mitzie Rue’s.
She selects kennel spots to avoid any prob-
lems that might arise from intact dogs be-
ing next to each other. Miller also said it is

UPCOMING GUTHRIE CENTER EVENTS

Add these to your calendar
now & plan to join us!

Jan 17 Bountiful Baskets

Jan 29 Annual Dinner
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Alice’s reading has gone to the dogs.

rare that she has to reject a dog due to ag-
gression or behavioral issues.

When asked what makes Mitzie Rue’s
unique, Miller’s short answer was “family.”
She then explained further.

“I think with me not having a staff, ev-
eryone knows me and my kids. We've got-
ten so close to some customers. We get a
lot of word-of-mouth customers,” Miller
said.

Mitzie Rue’s also goes above and beyond
in treating all dogs like family.

“Every month, a customer of the month
is nominated, where a dog gets recognition
on Facebook and sent home with a doggie
treat bag. We like to do giveaways, and the
dogs get spoiled on holidays. This Christ-
mas, they got Christmas-shaped treats. At
Thanksgiving, they get a Thanksgiving meal
that everyone likes. For Easter, they usually
get an Easter egg full of treats,” Miller said. Sl R T T
“I have fun with it. I'm living my dream.” l

Alice and Victor help socialize the dogs.
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COLLECTION AND HOBBIES

Barnes famlly of Casey has
found a hobby they enjoy
that also teaches valuable
lessons for their children.

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

The Dylan and Aspen Barnes family of
Casey has found a hobby they enjoy that
also helps teach valuable lessons for the
children. For the past four years, the fam-
ily has been keeping chickens for egg-lay-
ing. The family now includes 3-year-old
son, River, and 2-month-old daughter,
Charlie.

“When we first moved to Casey in 2021,
we started out with goats and sheep, then
we got into chickens, pretty much for a fun
hobby,” Aspen said. “Once we had River,
we knew that we wanted to keep up with
the animals, because it does teach kids
good responsibility. I grew up with that,
and when I met Dylan, he had chickens
under his deck at his mom’s house. So, we
were used to that, and we wanted to intro-
duce that to River”

In addition to the life lessons, the fam-
ily appreciates the edible results of their
hobby.

“My dad actually went in half on this
with us, just because he likes the farm-
fresh eggs as well,” Aspen said. “This is our
fourth year of having eggs, but our first
year selling them.”

Unfortunately, Dylan and Aspen discov-
ered others viewed the chickens as a free
meal, too.

“There’s a little barn out there, and
Dylan built a little run off it just so the
chickens could be outside,” Aspen said.
“We had some free-range chickens for the
first three years, but there are a lot of foxes
around here, so the chickens disappeared
very quickly”

Aspen and Dylan explained that besides
foxes, the chickens face threats from oth-
er predators, including raccoons, hawks,
opossums, minks, owls and others. Dylan

made changes to the chicken enclosure,
and the predators have no longer been a
major issue.

The chickens produce more than
enough eggs for the family, so some eggs
are now donated or sold.

“We have only hens. We got them in
April,” Aspen said. “They are just now all
starting to lay eggs. Now we're getting 20
to 30 eggs a day. We eat eggs like crazy, but
we can’t keep up.”

Aspen explained that free local delivery
of eggs is available, and she even delivers
to the Des Moines area for free when she
is headed there. Currently, the eggs sell
for $3 a dozen, but Aspen explained the
price may fluctuate from time to time. Dis-
counts are offered for anyone who trades
in empty cartons. When the family has
plenty of eggs to sell, Aspen posts their
availability on the Casey Community page
on Facebook with current pricing.

The family’s eggs are various shades of
brown and vary in size, but the insides
look nearly identical to store-bought eggs
with bright yellow yolks. Although free-
range eggs tend to have orange yolks, the
Barnes family’s eggs do not get that color-
ation in their run.

“The chicken run eggs look like store-
bought eggs when you crack them open.
But ours are not processed in any way,’
Aspen said.

The Barnes eggs are available either
washed or unwashed. Although some cus-
tomers prefer washed, the unwashed eggs
stay fresh longer.

“You can keep unwashed eggs for three
to four months on the counter, and if
they’re in the fridge, probably seven to
eight months,” Dylan said.

Looking to the future, Aspen said the
family plans to continue having animals as
long as that provides a learning experience
for the kids and as long as the workload
remains reasonable. Asked about the most
challenging part of having laying hens, As-
pen said the weather can make everything
more work.

“Chickens are fairly simple. The chores
can be challenging, especially when it’s
really cold out. Their water freezes,” As-

EGG HOBBY CONNECTS
KIDS TO NATURE

Dylan, Aspen, River and Charlie show the eggs they raise.

to be able to teach our kids that these are
living creatures and they provide for us, so
we need to provide for them.” H

pen said. “At one point, I was ready to just
throw in the towel and be done with ani-
mals, but, at the end of the day, I do want
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Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY PHOTOS
OF THE ORIGINAL GUTHRIE
COUNTY COURTHOUSE?

A: We don’t have that one, but here is
one of the third courthouse, which was
destroyed by fire in 1963. The current
facility is the fourth structure in Guth-
rie Center to house county administra-
tion and court functions since 1859. Ac-
cording to the book “Iowa’s Magnificent
County Courthouses,” the first court-
house structure for the county was a
two-story frame building built in Panora
in 1859. The building was subsequently
removed from the center of the pub-
lic square, and it was replaced by a high
school. The building itself became an ag-
riculture warehouse. A new brick court-
house that was capped with a dome was
completed in 1877 in Guthrie Center. The
$22,500 building was paid for by the sale
of swamp land in the county. On March
3, 1882, it was destroyed by fire. A clerk
saved the county records. The following
year, the third courthouse, a three-sto-
ry, brick Renaissance Revival structure,
was built, featuring cut-stone facings and
trim. The construction cost was $25,000.
This building would serve the county for
80 years. In 1963, the fourth courthouse
was under construction in the court-
yard next to the third courthouse when
the older building was destroyed by fire
on Nov. 27, 1963. Luckily, some of the re-
cords had already been removed from the
old building so the loss wasn’t as great as
prior fires.
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Submit your questions at

www.guthriecentertimes.com or

email shane@gctimesnews.com.

Q: WHO IS THE CITY OF CASEY
NAMED AFTER?

A: Casey was platted in 1869. The com-
munity has the name of a railroad man.
The firm John and James Casey, Con-
tractors, from Erie, Pennsylvania, under
John E Tracy, president of the Chicago,
Rock Island and Pacific, built the railroad
across Iowa and through Casey from 1866
to 1869. Most of the streets in the town
are named for Union Army generals in
the American Civil War. On June 29, 1880,
Casey was officially incorporated as a city.

Q: WHEN WAS THE ADAIR
VIADUCT BUILT?

A: The short answer is 1923. The longer
answer, according to the Iowa Department
of Transportation, is that in that same
year, the Iowa State Highway Commission
(ISHC) designed a concrete viaduct for
the crossing. In May of that year, the Adair
County Board of Supervisors awarded a
contract to build the Adair Viaduct to the
Federal Bridge Company for $42,263. The
Des Moines contractors began excavat-
ing for the concrete substructure soon
thereafter. By June 1924, the bridge was
ceremoniously opened to traffic “with the
usual accompaniment of music, speeches,
and motion pictures,” the highway com-
mission reported. After the hubbub of
the dedication ceremony died down, the
Adair Viaduct functioned as a regionally
imported railroad overpass. It remains in
use today in an essentially unaltered con-
dition. W
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Dale Craig Betts was
born Oct. 30, 1953, in
Richland, Washington,
at the U.S. Military
Hospital at Camp
Hanford to Richard
and Lois Betts. Dale
was raised on a farm
south of Jefferson. He
attended Jefferson
Community School
until graduation in
1972. During his school
years, he participated
in wrestling, baseball,
FFA and 4-H. He
earned money doing

chores for neighbors
and working at a local
feed mill while also
helping on the family
farm. He enjoyed
modifying cars and
motorcycles. He shared
many stories of drag
racing with friends
and a month-long
motorcycle adventure
out west with minimal
money and no plan.
What an adventure!

Dale met the love
of his life, Connie
Clause, at Spring Lake
and married in 1974
in Grand Junction.
They made their home
south of Jefferson.
Dale continued to
help on the family
farm and welded at
Ideal. Dale and Connie
became parents to two
children: Alan and
Jessi.

In 1981, they moved
to their permanent
farmstead near
Winkleman Switch
and began farming
on their own. He and
Connie worked side
by side caring for their
livestock and began
to start their own
row crop farming.
Dale continued

to use his welding
skills at Osmundson
and later Scranton
Manufacturing while
farming. Eventually,
he gave up the welding
jobs and focused on
his own operation. As
the years went by, they
continued to expand
their row crops and
cow herd until they
eventually had 200 cow
calf pairs. Dale took
great pride in his cow
herd.

Dale always had time
for his kids, making
sure they learned
skills and life lessons
that would carry them
through their lives.

He took time to attend
the many activities
they were in, and he
was the same when he
became blessed with
four grandkids. He was
a grandpa who made
time for them fishing at
the river, riding ATVs,
teaching them hands-
on skills or going to
their activities.

Dale passed away
Dec. 16, 2025, at the
age of 72 years. He is
survived by his wife
of 51 years, Connie;
son, Alan Betts

WHAT A WONDERFUL 2025
THANK YOU TO OUR PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS.

.. 618 McPherson St Casey | (641)746- 3313| Reservations Recommended o ploneerspubandgrubcasey

(Tanya) of Jefferson;
daughter, Jessi Riley
(Andy) of Rippey; four
grandchildren: Kara
Heick (Eric), Cole
Betts, Brent Riley and
Max Riley; brother,
Gary Betts (Alene);
sister, Betty Hoyle
(Kirby); mother-in-
law, Dorothy Clause;
in-laws Reg Clause
(Mary), Linda Clause
(Guy), Mary Ann Haver
(Ed), Cindy Stubbs
(Mark) and many
nieces and nephews.

The family would like
to thank the staff at
Mary Greeley Medical
Center, Greene County
Medical Center and
UnityPoint Hospice
for their wonderful
care of Dale. Also,
thank you to those
who have helped our
family or reached out
during these last three
months.

Visitation for Dale
Betts was held from 4-6
p-m. on Dec. 22, 2025
in the Greene Room at
the Wild Rose Casino
in Jefferson. Services
by Slininger-Schroeder
Funeral Home and
Cremation Care,
Jefferson. @

JOSEPH RAY

BROOKS

1973-2025

Joe was born on Nov.
30, 1973, to Danny
and Debbie Brooks
in Guthrie Center. He
tragically passed away
on Dec. 6, 2025, at his
home in Guthrie Center.

Joe spent about two
years in the Army
stationed in Fort Stuart,
Georgia. After returning
home, he worked road
patch construction and
worked as a welder.
Most of his life was spent
driving truck and doing
mechanic work in his

(641) 332-2032
506 Prairie Street

Dedicated to the
ones you love

TWIGGW

FUNERAL
GUTHRIE CENTER

www.twiggfuneralhome.com

HOME

PANORA
(641) 755-2211
219 E. Main Street

shop.

He had five children,
Thomas Brooks and son
Oliver Palmershiem of
Sioux City, daughter
Angela (Brooks)
McMichael, and
daughter Riley of Guthrie
Center; Tyler Brooks
of Council Bluffs; John
Sherwood of Guthrie
Center; and Danny
Sherwood of Guthrie
Center. He had a long-
term relationship with
Lisa Sherwood of
Guthrie Center.

He was preceded in
death by his dad, Danny
Brooks; twin sisters,
Anne and Angela; and
grandparents, Raymond
and Nadine Mortensen
and Frank and Irene
Brooks. Whistler, Joe’s
dog, also passed away in
the fire.

Left to mourn are
his mom, Debbie
Brooks Wilson of
Guthrie Center; lifelong
companion, Lisa
Sherwood of Guthrie
Center; sister, Kris (Art)
Hill of Carlisle; brother,
Mike Brooks (and
fiancé Kelly Ballantyne)
of Logan; his five
children; and two
grandchildren B

« Burial Services

« Cremations Services

« Pre-Planning

Curtis Twigg and Craig Twigg
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THOMAS LEE
BROOKS

1996-2025

Thomas Lee Brooks,
aman of courage and
remarkable handiness,
left this world on Dec.
11, 2025, at the age of 29.
Born on Sept. 28, 1996,
in Des Moines, Thomas
grew into a person
who could always be
relied upon to lend a
helping hand. His final
moments were spent in
Sioux City, surrounded
by the love and comfort
of his family.

Thomas was a proud
graduate of Guthrie

Center High School,
where he formed many
lifelong friendships
and laid the foundation
for his future. Thomas
enjoyed his time
working at Blue Bunny
Ice Cream, where he was
not only a maintenance
worker but also a
beloved colleague.

His dedication to his
job was evident in the
meticulous care he
took in every task he
undertook.

Family was the
cornerstone of Thomas’
life. He is survived by his
cherished grandmother,
Debra Wilson, who
instilled in him the
values of kindness
and perseverance. His
siblings, Angela (Brooks)
McMichael, Tyler
Brooks, John Sherwood,
Danny Sherwood,

Zach Mobley and Mary
Elizabeth Trent, will
remember him as the
brother who was always
ready to offer support
and share in life’s joys
and challenges. Thomas’
legacy will live on
through his son, Oliver
Palmersheim, who was
the light of his life. His
loyal dog, Cardi, was a

constant companion
and source of joy.
Thomas was preceded
in death by his father,
Joseph Brooks, and his
grandfather, Danny
Brooks. Their memories
served as a guiding light
for Thomas, inspiring
him to live alife of
integrity and purpose.
Those who knew
Thomas will remember
him for his courage,
which shone brightly,
whether he was facing
personal challenges
or coming to the aid
of a friend in need.
His ability to fix and
build, a testament to his
handiness, was a gift he
generously shared with
all who knew him.
Thomas Lee Brooks
will be deeply missed by
his family, friends and
all who had the pleasure
of knowing him. His
spirit, characterized
by bravery and a knack
for making the world
a better place, will
continue to inspire
and influence those he
left behind. As we say
goodbye to Thomas,
we celebrate a life well-
lived and a man well-
loved. m
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BRENDA KAY
SHEEDER

1958-2025

Brenda Kay Sheeder,
a loving mother,
devoted wife and
cherished friend,
passed away in
Guthrie Center on
Dec. 17, 2025, at the
age of 67.

Brenda’s early years
in Nebraska were filled
with the warmth of a
close-knit family and
the joys of discovery
and learning. After
graduating from
high school, she
pursued her interest

in numbers and
details by majoring in
accounting in college,
a field in which she
excelled due to her
meticulous and
organized nature.
Brenda’s love for her
family was evident
in every aspect of her
life. She is survived by
her adoring children,
Richard Sheeder and
Kassandra Sheeder,
both of Guthrie
Center; her loving
mother, Laverne
Barnard of Beatrice,
Nebraska; and her
caring brother and
sister-in-law, Duane
(Teri) Barnard of
Palisade, Nebraska,
and Janell (Darrell)
Parde of Loomis,
Nebraska. Brenda was
preceded in death
by her father, Everett
Barnard; and her
beloved husband,
Kerry Sheeder.
Brenda’s love story
with Kerry began in
Beatrice, Nebraska,
where they were
introduced by her
mother. Their love
blossomed quickly,
and they were
married on May 26,

1990, in Pickrell,
Nebraska. Together,
they embarked on a
life full of adventure,
following Kerry’s
pipeline work across
the United States.
Brenda’s adaptability
and supportive nature
were the glue that held
their family together
during these travels.

A woman of many
interests, Brenda
found joy in the simple
pleasures of life. She
was an avid sewer
and scrapbooker,
capturing memories
and creating beautiful
keepsakes for her
family and friends.
Her passion for the
outdoors was shared
with Kerry, as they
often went on pickup
rides or side-by-
side rides, exploring
the beauty of the
countryside.

Those who knew
Brenda will remember
her as aloving,
thoughtful and
passionate soul. Her
ability to listen and
her readiness to offer
a helping hand made
her a beacon of light in
her community. B
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CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE CENTER CITY
COUNCIL RECEIVES
SUMMARY OF 45 PROPERTY
COMPLIANCE ISSUES

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

During the brief Dec. 22 regular
meeting of the Guthrie Center City
Council, the councilmembers heard
ayear-end report from Compliance
Officer Wes Clark regarding property
owners who appear to be in violation
of city ordinances in some way.

“Here’s a summary of all the official
notices that went out. I think there
were 45 of them that got served,” Clark
said. “A lot of repeat people, per usu-
al”

In other news, City Administrator
Kris Arrasmith swore in Mayor Mike
Herbert for another term as mayor.
She also swore in councilmembers

Carolyn
Mas-

=

ters and
Erica - g & [
Finster. 1
Finster
was ; ;
elected Lo
to fill Mike
the seat Herbert
previ-
ously
filled by Chuck Cleveland, who has
served two terms on the council. May-
or Herbert thanked Cleveland for his
time on the council.

The next regular meeting is set for
Monday, Jan. 12 at 6:30 p.m. The public
iswelcome. B

Kris
Arrasmith

FOR ANY TOUGH JOB,

Water/Sewer/Septic
Installation

Trenching & Excavation
Skid-loader Work

Trucking of Rock, Sand
& Black Dirt

Seeding & Sod Installation

OBITUARY

© OBITUARIES PUBLISH FOR A FEE OF $40.
SUBMIT TO SHANE@GCTIMESNEWS.COM

ol

Darrell D Tallman was
born in Guthrie Center
to Charles Walter and
Margaret (Vanderley)
Tallman. He passed
away peacefully Oct. 10,
2025, in Salem, Oregon,
surrounded by family.

Darrell grewup in a
small farming community
with his parents and nine
siblings. He attended

“Frog Pond,” a one-room
schoolhouse, and worked
on the family farm before
pursuing studies at lowa
State University. He began
his career in agriculture
but soon discovered a
natural talent for sales.

Darrell and Barbara
were married in 1960
and together they raised
three adopted children:
Kris, Scott and Ken. The
couple shared 62 years of
marriage.

Darrell and Barbara
lived in Denver, Colorado,
where he advanced in
the insurance industry.
In 1974, they moved to
Salem, Oregon, where he
continued his successful
career in insurance sales.
Known for his dedication
to clients, many remained
with him for decades.
Darrell earned numerous
sales awards and built
lasting relationships
across generations. He
retired at age 88.

Outside of work, Darrell
enjoyed traveling, golfing,

All obituaries also publish at

gctimesnews.com

cribbage and spending
time with friends and
family. He was known
for his warm smile, sense
of humor and generous
spirit. A trusted friend,
colleague and mentor,
Darrell left a lasting
impression on those who
knew him.

He is survived by his
daughter, Kris (Mike)
Powers; son, Ken Tallman;
grandchildren, Samantha,
Jackson and Austin; great-
grandchild, Thaddeus;
siblings, Jack (Jan)
Tallman, Norman (Opal])
Tallman, Marilyn (Roger)
Hansen, Shirley Tallman
and Bill (Dixie) Tallman.

He was preceded in
death by his parents;
wife, Barbara; son, Scott;
siblings, Henry, Jerrod,
Charles, Don, Jim and
Denny; and nephews,
Chuck and Mark.

A celebration of
life was held Dec. 6,
2025, at Westminster
Presbyterian church in
Salem, Oregon. B

Tom Rutledge, Owner | 641-757-1510

www.Shootout-Storage.com
(712) 249-0041 = 3571 310th St., Dexter, IA
Located 20 minutes SE of Panora

15'x50" 15'x35' 15'x30" 10'x15" 10°x10’
Boats/Cars/UTVs/Small Engine Repair
SERVICE BAY & LARGE CAR WASH 20'x50’

SPORTS BAR

THE FEUN NEVER
STOPS HERE!

Several TV's to watch your favorite game | Zipp's frozen pizza and appetizers
Happening Every Week:
Tues: Bingo | Wed: Cards | Thurs: Pool Tournament

LIVE MUSIC: BEN PUTTMAN BAND

February 14 from 8pm-1ipm
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YESTER YEARS

© COMPILED BY CHERYL CASTILE

From the Guthrie Center Times, Jan. 21, 1976

HELP?! Vicki Smith is double-teamed by the Coon Rapids
zone and looks for a teammate to pass to. Smith, a fresh-
man, led the Guthrie Center scoring with 20 points.

40 YEARS AGO

s

From the Guthrie Center Times, Jan. 8, 1986

A “WANTED” MAN. Tim Siemens, Guthrie Center High
School senior, has been nominated for three of the four
U.S. Military Academies.

From the Guthrie Center Times, Jan. 24, 1996
PORKPROMOTERS. Jody Calvert and Jesse Wilson of
Guthrie Center are serving as Miss Pig Tail and Mr. Tail
Twister for the Pork Producers.

From the Guthrie Center Times, Jan. 18, 2006

CAN WE MOVE IT? YES, WE CAN! Fred Scarlett, Adair,
watches as Batschelet Law Office is moved Wednesday
morning from its Guthrie Center location. Now retired
from the moving business, Scarlett was one of a few who
believed the building, estimated at 40 tons, could be
moved with the safe intact. Stanley Excavation hauled
the former law office, with an initial push from a City of
Guthrie Center endloader, to its new home at the Guthrie
County Historical Village in Panora.

From the Guthrie Center Times, Jan. 6, 2016

LET’S TWIST AGAIN! Dallas Steenson and Deb Coffman
dance to a tune during The New Homestead’s 50th anni-
versary celebration Sept. 12 in Guthrie Center. Coffman is
the activity director at the facility and keeps those in at-
tendance active.

Guthrie County Times Vedeltte, Jan. 28, 2021
PROGRAM AIMED TO HELP SMOKERS QUIT! A to-
bacco cessation program called BreatheFree2 is under-
way at Guthrie Center for the first time. Emily Goode-
nough, right, a registered facilitator, is working with four
people who are progressing well in their selfdesigned
program to kick nicotine. This program has nine meet-
ings with follow up gatherings at one month, six months
and one year to gauge progress. ll
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RECIPE

WHERE | FIND INSPIRATION — AND
A NEW COMFORT-FOOD FAVORITE

BY JOLENE GOODMAN
Guthrie Center Times

Today’s home cooks have
no shortage of inspiration.
With a quick search online,
we can access thousands
of recipes from trusted
test kitchens, community-
driven platforms and
individual food bloggers.

¥
While I appreciate that Jolene
convenience, I still find Goodman
myselfreaching for ...

cookbooks, browsing new

releases at the bookstore and checking out
titles from the library — a perfect way to “test
drive” a recipe before committing to it.

Another favorite source of inspiration is
Family Features, a free recipe site filled with
reliable dishes and beautiful photography
that never fails to spark my creativity in the
kitchen. This month’s recipe, Loaded Philly
Cheesesteak Baked Potatoes, brings together
two of my favorite comfort foods: steak and
potatoes — both of which also happen to be
Shane’s favorites. It takes the familiar flavors
of a classic Philly cheesesteak sandwich and
transforms them into a warm, satisfying
baked potato meal. It’s hearty, comforting
and perfect to enjoy for dinner, with plenty
left over for lunches throughout the week. ll

Jolene Goodman is the advertising director
for Guthrie Center Times and vice president of
Big Green Umbrella Media.

WANT MORE LOCAL NEWS? %57
_ CHECK OUT GCTIMESNEWS.COM .

CALL JOHN TODAY!

TO GET ON THE SPRING LIST AND

LOCK IN PRICING!

SCAN
HERE TO
SEE OUR

PROJECTS

LOADED PHILLY CHEESEST

EAK BAKED POTATO

Recipe courtesy of Real California Milk
Prep time: 10 minutes

Cook time: 1 hour, 11 minutes
Servings: 4

Ingredients:

o 4largerusset potatoes, washed

e 1 cup Real California sour cream

o 1-2tablespoons Real California
whole milk

e 1/4 cup Real California unsalted
butter, divided

o 1small green bell pepper, thinly

sliced
e 1/2smallyellow onion, thinly

sliced
¢ Kosher salt, to taste o
e Freshly ground black pepper, to

taste

e 1pound fresh shaved sirloin steak
e 2 cups shredded Real California
provolone cheese

Directions:

e Preheat oven to 425 F and line bak-
ing sheet with aluminum foil.

o  Prick potatoes all over with fork.
Bake until potatoes are tender and
fork inserted easily comes out, 45 .
minutes-1 hour. Split tops of pota-
toes open with knife and fluff potato
flesh with fork. Set aside.

o Insmall bowl, combine sour cream
and milk, adding more milk as

needed, until sour cream is pour-
able. Set aside.

In large skillet or on griddle over
medium-high heat, heat 1 table-
spoon butter. Add peppers and on-
ions; cook until tender, 3-4 minutes.
Season with salt and pepper, to
taste. Transfer to plate and set aside.
Clean skillet then melt remaining
butter. Add steak and cook until ful-
ly cooked and lightly browned, 3-4
minutes. Season with salt and pep-
per, to taste. Return vegetables to
skillet and toss to combine.

Evenly top each potato with 1 ta-
blespoon butter, steak mixture and
cheese. Transfer to oven and bake
until cheese is melted, 2-3 min-
utes. Drizzle with sour cream and
serve. Hl

v Getting to
the root of
your health

with Nutrition

Increase your property value and curb appeal with a
concrete driveway, sidewalk or cart path.

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS

CALL JOHN TODAY!

515-577-6238

REDFIELD, IOWA

SCOTIMN

EUNSTHUETF'

www.synergywellness.info
109 N 1st St, Guthrie Center
jess@synergywellness.info | 641-332-2104

0 @synergywellnessia @synergywellness

Innetwork with mostinsurance companies. Call us to find outif you're covered.

Response Testing

v Individualized
supplement
program and
nutritional
guidance to be

the healthiest
version of you
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MARY J. BARNETT LIBRARY NEWS

© 400 GRAND ST. IN GUTHRIE CENTER |

BY KAREN KELLY
Special to Guthrie Center Times

With the new year underway, re-
member that the MJB Library is here to
help you reach your goals for 2026. Ac-
cording to recent surveys, in addition
to the ever-popular New Year’s reso-
lutions like exercising more and eat-
ing healthier, Americans are resolving
to improve their quality of life by set-
ting goals to be happier, read more and
learn new things.

Whatever patrons are resolving for
2026, the MJB Library has resourc-
es to support the goals. The library
has cookbooks and resources about
healthy eating, weight loss and exer-
cise. Books about relaxation, medita-
tion and mindfulness can jump-start
efforts to improve quality of life.

Puzzles, games, movies and books
are available for check out for those

641-747-8110 |

who are working toward adding relax-
ation, more family time or more read-
ing to their routines.

Patrons who are looking to learn a
new skill or enhance a skill they al-
ready have should consider the library
programs that are offered each month.
Be sure to follow the calendar of events
on the library website and consult the
monthly newsletter to see what pro-
grams are available to everyone in the
community. For library card holders
with a Guthrie Center address, remem-
ber to take advantage of the expanded
offerings of the Adventure Pass.

Crafty community members, you are
invited to join the Craft and Connect
group who meet each Monday from
4-6 p.m. The participants bring what-
ever project they might be working on,
awarm beverage and drop in at the li-
brary to work and visit with other cre-
ative people while they create.

FOCUSING ON
YOUR GOOD™

MJBLIB@GUTHRIECENTER.LIB.IA.US |

“The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife”
by Anna Johnston is available for check
out for members of the Reads Well with
Others evening book club. The next
meeting will be at 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 27.

Youth events for January include
Creation Corner on Wednesday, Jan. 28
at 2 p.m. in the Taylor Meeting Room
with pre-registration preferred. Inter-
ested participants may sign up on the
M]JB Library website.

Story Hour for preschoolers and their
caretakers will continue on each Fri-
day at 10 a.m. The theme for Jan. 16 is
cold with winter being the topic of Jan.
23’s story hour. On Jan. 30, story hour
will feature seasons.

Card players are invited to join the
weekly groups at the MJB Library.
Cribbage players meet on Monday
mornings from 9-11 a.m. in the Tay-
lor Meeting Room. Bridge Class meets

g

HEALTH IN 2()26'

DOWD DRUG

HeauhMa&

PHARMACY

WWW.GUTHRIECENTER.LIB.IA.US.

each Wednesday morning from 9-11
a.m. Both groups are always excited to
welcome new players of all skill levels.

Cookbook Club meets at 6:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Jan. 15 to taste and dis-
cuss recipes from “The Amish Friends’
No Waste Cookbook” by Wanda
Brunsteader. To join the Cookbook
Club, stop by the library and choose
arecipe from the selected cookbook.
Prepare the recipe and bring it to the
meeting to share with the group on the
third Thursday of each month. Patrons
who have an interest in joining the
cookbook club can call the library with
questions.

On Thursday, Jan. 15 from 9-11 a.m.,
the card-making class will be held in
the Taylor Meeting Room for anyone
who would like to make one-of-a-kind
greeting cards. All supplies are provid-
ed for a $5 fee to cover the cost of card-
making materials. B

We do Medicare Part D reviews. Call for an appointment.

307 State St, Guthrie Center

641-747-8317 M-F 8AM-6PM | SA 8AM-1PM | SU Closed
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AREA CHURCH GUIDE

© SUBMIT CHANGES OR UPDATES TO SHANE@GCTIMESNEWS.COM

ADAIR Saint John Catholic Church [=]":[=] First Christian Church []%1[=] Guthrie Center Seventh-day [=] e, [=]
- . 501 Adair St., Adair |j:;.'i'_5:'iql!i 105N. Fourth St., Guthrie Center ip!: (Al Adventist Church E,-: Lﬁ%

Adair First Preshyterian Church 515-523-1943 EIE b 64133225 ] ik 1305 North St Guthrie Center Rt

405 Audubon St, Adair https://adairstjohn.org =I5 Christian.org AT 613000178 et

Adair United Methodist Church CASEY First United Methodist Church @y | /" outirecentersda.com

404 Cass St., Adair 405 Prairie St., Guthrie Center ifazh it \mmanuel Lutheran Church L=
St. John Lutheran Church . : IO UL 1D 1 [=]'sFi: [w]

6417462210 - [ 63322008 IR TN, 10t uttre ente T
104 E. First St., Casey i P WWWgCUMO.0rg PR 13202018 [F5 s

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 641-146-2134 .éf i ' : —— oles

1107 Broad St Adai www.idwicms.org/congregation.php?id=29  EI¥d: - First Preshyterian Church ' o

641-742-3802 A i : . 701 State St., Guthrie Center Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 4

htto://goodshepherdadair.com W %3?%’“3;‘;“;:53“"“"'“ AT 641-332-2425 Witnesses Elf’!,ﬁ

New Life Baptist Church 641-746-221 Guthrie Center First Baptist EEE] gg%{?ﬁit Guthrie Center E&i!-’g!f

218 Audubon St, Adair, 1A 50002 Church £J s o i

www.newlifeadair.org GUTHRIE CENTER 113 N. Fifth St., Guthrie Center Eﬁ?ﬁﬁ LA

Ourmessages_' T . > : 64]'747'8]98 Salnt Mary Cathohc Chlll'Ch EWE

www.newlifeadair.org/videos Bowman Chapel United Methodist Church www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 603 Main St,, Guthrie Center i Lt
2397 Bowman Ave., Guthrie Center 641-747-3843 o
641-332-2408 st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com Il
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LAKELUMBER.COM
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° lowa @) Trust
WHERE IS IT: s SEAc O
IS HERE

Mow is the perfect time to
take advantage of the
benefits an IRA can offer!

Why Open an IRA?

e Tax-Deferred Growth

¢ Flexible Options
FDIC-Insured Protection
Personalized Guidance

Let lowa Trust help you build

The answer for the location of the photo in LAST MONTH’S PHOTO a secure financial future.
last month’s contest is the teeter-totters at the T : e o |

city park in Casey. Gwen Blass was the first
person with the correct answer.

Have a guess on where this Il:;d“ " E
month’s photographed image is 11,."
at? Have a photo to submit for ii:- 1

.
=
.
"EAM T A

' TEAM TODAY!

PH: 641-755-2141
EM: itsb@iowatrustbank.com

L :
future issues? Send to shane@ ok il " www.iowatrustbank.com
gctimesnews.com. B E e .:llel

.
GINGERICH

STRUCTURES

POST-FRAME

o

www.GingerichStructures.com
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Angie

not national news

. s W { B \
Dave - Lol : Leslic

As local real estate professionals at Sunset Realty, we live here, .
work here & play here and we have the expertise to help you navigate these decisions. @U%&‘” Kemble Arderseon

Let's Connect! o@ ?;:i_". =

218 W, Main Street,

Panora, IA 50216 | 641.755.2377 6)% us WOM«/ want meive a%&/

Not Intended to solicit already listed properties.

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU.

ANNUAL HEALTH SCREENINGS CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE

Make your health a priority this year. From annual wellness exams and
preventive screenings to healthy lifestyle resources, Guthrie County
Hospital & Clinics is here to support your goals—every step of the way.

Start the conversation with your healthcare provider today and take
charge of your health in 2026.

Lg GUTHRIE

County HosPITAL

st R CLINICS

guthriecountyhospital.org
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© SUBMIT FREE CLASSIFIEDS AT WWW.GUTHRIECENTERTIMES.COM

DISCLAIMER: This publication does not know-
ingly accept advertising that is deceptive, fraudu-
lent, or which might otherwise violate the law
or accepted standards of taste. However, this
publication does not warrant or guarantee the
accuracy of any advertisement, or the quality
of the goods or services advertised. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly investigate all claims
made in any advertisement and to use good
judgment and reasonable care, particularly
when dealing with persons unknown to you
who ask for money in advance of delivery of the
goods or services advertised.

FOR SALE

NEW, (2 BR-2 BA), 14x66, Gas Range, 2-Door
Refrigerator, Dishwasher, Walk-In Master
Shower. Tub/Shower in 2nd Bath, $99,900.
Delivered, Set, On Your Prepared Lot in
lowa. Coachlight Homes. 1-319-239-1920.
(mcn)

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile
home 1990 and newer CENTURY HOMES of
OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT
TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans
find work or start their own business. Call
24/7:1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your service, call now for a
free quote and see how much you can save!
1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296
-1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

Inflation is at 40-year highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt?
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out

how to pay off your debt for significantly
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance -NOT just
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information Kit with all
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental-
50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a majority of peo-
ple struggle to pay for health coverage. Let
us show you how much you can save. Call
Now for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-
8454. You will need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it, we'll replace
it! Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call:
1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION.
Our trusted professionals will restore your
home to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1480.
Mold Remediation services are also avail-
able! (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just $249!
Advertise your business or item with a clas-
sified ad in the Midwest Free Community
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and power-
ful. One call, and you're done! Boost your
visibility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-6323. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept
the insurance company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $1000's. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really worth. 100%

Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534.
(mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a power move. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available. Quality
materials & professional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available. Call Today!
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15% off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call today for
your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

BUYING AND SELLING SILVER BARS, silver
dollars, rare coins, gold jewelry, any gold-
silver items, collector coins, currency.44
years in business. | have a $1,500,000 line
of credit and own 1,475 acres of land near
Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, MN. 507-
235-3886/507-399-9982. (mcn)

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 1-833-641-6646.
(mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking for
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-7028.
(mecn) m
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Liz r LIFE LINEI,'}SCREEMNG
The Power of Prevention
HOoOWUVS E
Peace of Mind or
Early Detection
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Now, More than ever, it's inportant
to get screened for Stroke and

Get for you Cardiovascular Disease Risk
house within 24 hours. It's simple and painless.
833-359-4707 833-970-4172
o [ B Transform : == "‘Lt
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Safety. Style. SPECIAL OFFER
Stress-Free Waiving All
Installation. Installation

[of.13 43
CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521

=

F|

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
&y safestep

walkin shower oy
ofputchase. ot be combined withany othr offer. Narket reticions
rkets only. GSLB 1062165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VHTI096000

Leafd®Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters
this season

15% OFF +10%

Discount For

LeafFiltel" Seniors + Military

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and
estimate: 1-855-595-2102 Promo: 285

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. No ob-
ligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC0S6678,
IA (127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN
IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383,
RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822)Z, WV WV056912.

PN ;
f Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Gﬁ,e H OM ETM Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service %

_ Erie Roofing Since 1976 l

" LIMITED TIME OFFER

50°%, OFF

Installation A

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

FREEESTIMATE

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234

www.guthriecentertimes.com
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http://www.dental50plus.com/midwest
http://www.dental50plus.com/midwest

BUYING -~ SELLING

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!
e Call 641-755-5253
5370 Chimra Road Panora, lowa 50216

www.lakepanoramarcalty.com

Licensed to sell real estate in lowa Not intended to solicit currently listed properties
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