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We do Medicare Part D reviews. Call for an appointment.

307 State St, Guthrie Center
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THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
We would like to express our deepest gratitude to all who attended the 10th annual Guthrie County Fair fundraiser supper on March 1st. Your generous donations make it possible to continue 
to preserve and improve the Guthrie County Fair and fairgrounds for many generations to come. All the money raised this year will go towards the new show rings and the continuous 
improvements of the fair grounds. 

Thank you so much for your continued support and encouragement as we build for the future, because together we make the difference!

A special thank you goes to Laughery Auction Services for their expert auctioneering, Brittney Arganbright for the countless hours spent organizing the auction, Tom Reil for being our MC, the 
ladies at Peoples Bank for taking payments, Cabbage Rose for providing a wonderful meal, and Sheryl Clark for leading us in prayer.    - Guthrie County Fairboard

Thank you to all of these amazing donors and sponsors!
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The word “audit” makes many of us 
cringe, especially this time of year as we 
gather materials to submit for our taxes. 
But, in the media world, “audit” has a 
positive meaning, as it is proof or veri-
fication of what we claim to have as our 
distribution and readership.  As a read-
er, you certainly don’t question this, but 
those who place advertising do — and 
they should. Believe it or not, the media 
world also has some dishonest people 
who make big claims about their listen-
ership, viewership or readership with-
out any proof to back it up.  

I thank those of you who participated 
in the Guthrie Center Times audit. Our 
other publications (Lake Panorama 
Times and Panora Times) have now 
been audited as well. We had the results 
from all three combined so we could 
have a better idea of who is reading our 
publications. This is important, as many 
of our advertising customers buy in all 
three publications. Here are a few data 
points you may find interesting:  

• With all three publications, we 

have a combined 
net circulation 
of 7,122 copies to 
10,288 readers. In 
a county this size, 
that is a large au-
dience of readers 
of our publica-
tions.  

• We also have 
6,748 digital con-
tacts, creating 
total estimated gross contacts of 
17,036. This, of course, does in-
clude some duplication.  

• On average, our print publica-
tions have 1.85 readers per copy.  

• 73.2% of our readers say they pur-
chase products or services from 
ads seen in our publications. 

• 48% say they keep our publica-
tions one month or more. 

• 56% of our readers are female. 
• The average age of our reader is 

56.3. 
• Our average reader household in-

come is $125,342. 
• 81% of our readers have attended 

college.  
For years, I have been frustrated 

when advertisers tell us they get cus-
tomers from their websites and social 
media platforms, but they don’t give 
us credit for driving their customers to 
those platforms. In our most recent au-
dits, the following question was asked, 
and the results are in parenthesis.  

How do you respond to ads seen in 
the publication? (% of total)

• Call the advertiser for more infor-
mation (19%)

• Go to the advertiser’s store or 
business (44%)

• Visit the advertiser’s website 
(56%)

• Visit the advertiser’s social media 
(13%)

• Internet search the advertiser’s 
business (34%)

• Email the advertiser for more in-
formation (01%)

The results are not unexpected to us 

and probably not to you as a reader ei-
ther. You know that, when you see a 
print ad, you seek out additional infor-
mation on the customer before you buy. 
These are enlightening facts for those 
who place advertising to market the 
goods and/or services of their business.  

Times are certainly changing, and all 
of us are seeking multiple ways to seek 
out information before we spend our 
hard-earned money. I feel fortunate to 
know that so many of you look to us be-
fore you buy, and I truly appreciate that. 
Those who advertise in the pages of this 
publication do, too.  

As always, I thank you for reading. n

Shane Goodman
Editor and Publisher
Guthrie Center Times
641-332-2707
shane@gctimesnews.com 

FROM THE PUBLISHER
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Before you hit the trails, gear up with a 
Personal Price Plan® for your ATV/UTV 
insurance. I can help you create an 
affordable price, just for you. Call, click 
or stop by for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Prices vary by state. Options selected by customer; 
availability and eligibility may vary.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

Robert Carr Insurance Agency Inc.
Robert Carr, Agent
111 S. 4th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115
641-332-2263
robert@robertcarrinsurance.com
www.robertcarrinsurance.com

Create affordable ATV/UTV 
coverage just for you
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BY RICH WICKS 
Guthrie Center Times 

Over the years, many TV shows and 
movies have used twins as a theme for 
comedy, drama or both. Twins were fea-
tured in TV commercials as part of Dou-
blemint Gum’s “Twins” campaign, which 
ran from the 1950s into the 1990s. The 
jingle included the lyrics, “Double your 
pleasure, double your fun.” 

But do families that include twins view 
the situation as “double the fun” or as 
“double the trouble”? The short answer 
is, yes.

The rate of multiple births (twins, trip-
lets, etc.) in the U.S. has increased sig-
nificantly in recent decades. In the early 
1980s, the rate was around 20 multiple 
births per 1,000 live births. By the year 
2000, that had climbed to more than 30, 
and since then it has hovered in the 30 to 
35 range.

Experts say the change is partly be-
cause of the increased use of assisted 
reproductive technologies such as in vi-
tro fertilization, when multiple eggs are 
fertilized and implanted. Also, the aver-
age maternal age has increased, and, on 
average, older women are more likely to 
use assisted reproductive technologies 
than younger women. 

Locally, there are numerous exam-
ples of multiple births, sometimes with 
surprising frequency. For example, the 
ACGC graduating class of 2020 included 
five sets of twins (Caprice and Carissa 
Bashaw; Kendra and Mac Kenzie Camp-
bell; Kaitlyn and Carley Merical; Jon 
and Ben Pavelka; and Jenna and Jessica 
Stringer).

Below, a few local families shared their 
experience with twins.

DAMIEN AND DAMIANNA ELEY
Twins generally have a lot in common, 

but they don’t always look like twins. In 
the case of 6-year-old Damien and Da-
mianna Eley of Guthrie Center, most 
people who first meet them have no idea 
they are twins. 

Nicole Lee, mother of Damien and Da-
mianna, already had a 5-year-old daugh-
ter when she found out she was carrying 
twins. She recalled her reaction to the 
surprise.

“When I found out I was pregnant, I 

COVER STORY

was sure it wasn’t two, but my mom said, 
‘Watch out; this time you’re going to 
have twins,’ ” Lee said. “When I went to 
the hospital to confirm my pregnancy, 
sure enough, there were two of them. I 
cried, but it was tears of joy.”

Although multiple births can often 
create medical challenges, Lee had no 
significant issues during the pregnan-
cy. She and her mother coined the term 

“womb-mates” to describe the situation 
of the two bundles of joy growing side by 
side before their birth.

“I carried them to 38 weeks,” Lee said. 
“She was 5 pounds, five ounces, and he 
was six pounds, two ounces. They were 
healthy babies. Twins usually don’t make 
it to full term. I’m definitely blessed. I 
thank God every day that I was able to 
have healthy babies.”

For whatever reason, Damien is larger 
than Damianna, so they aren’t always 
recognized as twins out in public.

“He’s always been bigger than her,” 
Lee said. “They’ve always been about 10 
pounds apart and about 2 inches differ-
ent in height.”

But the two definitely have a special 
bond anyway.

“Where you see him, you’ll see her. If 

SPECIAL TO GUTHRIE CETER TIMES

www.guthriecentertimes.com

Damianna and Damien Eley pause their game to sit with mom.
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they’re not right next to each other, one’s 
not far behind the other,” Lee said.

According to Lee, multiple births run 
in the family.

“The crazy thing is my aunt is a twin-
less twin, and Damien and Damianna’s 
dad is an identical twin.”

“Twinless twin” or “alone twin” are 
terms referring to a twin birth in which 
only one of the twins survives.

Lee said that, since both of her twins 
were healthy, she has not faced many 
significant challenges as the kids grew.

“When they were babies, it was a 
lot harder to find childcare,” Lee said. 
“That’s really the only disadvantage. 
There really haven’t been too many chal-
lenges. They just started school this year, 
and they’re doing phenomenal. They’re 
very smart.”

As often happens with twins, the two 
developed their own way of communi-
cating.

“I would say, around the time they re-
ally started talking, when they started 
forming sentences, they had their own 
little language,” Lee said. “They still use 
it sometimes to this day.”

Lee has seen numerous instances in 
which some type of extrasensory com-
munication appears to be happening 
between the twins. She said when either 
Damien or Damianna is not feeling well, 
she notices similar behavior in the oth-
er.  She has also notices times when the 
kids’ father mentions his own twin im-
mediately before his twin calls or shows 
up.

Damien shared his thoughts on the 
good and bad in being a twin. When 
asked what’s best, he said he likes play-
ing soccer with his sister. But, when 
asked what isn’t fun about being a twin, 
he replied, “She orders me around.”

Through the good and bad, the fam-
ily enjoys celebrating the special world 
of twins.

“When they get a little older, we want 
to take them to Twinsburg, Ohio, for 
the annual Twins Days Festival. It’s the 
largest gathering of twins and multiples 
in the world,” Lee said. “Their dad and 
their uncle want to take them, as a twin 
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Nicole Lee has arms full of babies.

Damianna and Damien Eley on 
Independence Day, 2024.

It’s the law and NOT
calling could cost you

money or your life!

Call 811
or 800-292-8989

www.iowaonecall.com

www.panorafiber.com www.guthrie-rec.coop
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group.”
For now, Lee cherishes watching her 

family grow.
“I just love watching them together. 

The joyful moment for me is being able 
to say I’ve got twins, and I’m able to 
watch them grow and interact with each 
other. Every day they surprise me and 
come up with something new.”

HOPPER AND LUCAS HERRON
Nearly 10 years ago, Cory and Laura 

Herron of rural Adair welcomed twin 
sons into the world.  The boys now are in 
fourth grade. They recently sat with their 
mom, Laura, and her sister, Lacey, to 
share their story.

Pregnancies are often complicated 
when more than one baby is on board, 
and that was true for Laura. She recalled 
the medical concerns during the twin 
pregnancy.

“The babies put so much pressure on 
me that the doctor wanted me on bed-
rest at 24 weeks, but I did not do that,” 
Laura said. “I worked and sat for my job 
after that. The babies tried to come at 
30 weeks, so then I was put on bedrest. 
Then I got to come home for one week. 
At 33 weeks, they were born. They got to 
spend three weeks at the NICU.”

Despite the medical concerns, all 
turned out well.

“They were a little earlier than 
planned, but they were still 5 pounds, 
6 ounces and 5 pounds, 1 ounce. So, 

they were still decent sized,” Laura said. 
“They both were breech birth, but we 
had seen that ahead of time.”

Laura recalled using nail polish on 
toenails to tell the boys apart in their in-
fancy. Eventually, minor skin differences 
began to allow the family to distinguish 
them.

When asked about any unique “twin 
language,” Hopper and Lucas did not re-
call ever using such a “code,” but Laura 
remembered it happening.

“They did, when they were babies. 
They would sit on the floor and just jab-
ber to each other,” Laura said. “Twin lan-

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO GUTHRIOE CENTER TIMES
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Hopper and Lucas Herron playing 
together.

Lucas and Hopper Herron are twins and best friends.

www.TheNewHomestead.org  |  2306 State Street, Guthrie Center  |  641-332-2204

E N R I C H I N G  L I V E S  T H R O U G H

Kind Compassionate Care

Interested in the freedom from stress that maintenance-free living  
can offer while keeping your independence? The New Homestead  

Senior Living Community is helping older adults thrive. 
✓ Skilled Rehabilitation ✓ Long-Term Care
✓ Assisted Living ✓ Independent Living

5405 Chimra Rd/HWY 4, Panora 
experiencetheport.com | 844-888-7678 

reservations@experiencetheport.com

2024

 WINNER  

JOIN US  FOR

COMEDY COMEDY 
SHOWSHOW 

APRIL 25TH • 8PM

Currently hiring all positions.
Give us a call or stop in  

to apply!

Buy $15 tickets at AMAZINGEVENTCOMEDY.COMAMAZINGEVENTCOMEDY.COM 
or $20 at the door • 18+
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guage is 100% real. It lasted until they 
were about 3.”

As with most siblings, Hopper and 
Lucas are a combination of best friends 
and, occasionally, opponents. But even 
though they have moments of conflict, 
Laura says they always make peace.

“Sometimes we help each other, and 
sometimes we don’t,” Hopper said.

“They’ve definitely been a blessing and 
a challenge,” Laura said. “Everything 
they do, they do together. They even ran 
away together once.”

Laura explained that, a few years ago, 
for some reason, the boys decided to run 
away by walking down the gravel road to 
their grandparents’ home, 3 miles away. 

“I went downstairs to sew pillowcas-
es for about 10 minutes,” Laura said. “I 
came upstairs, and they were gone.”

The boys remain active but have given 
up running away. When asked about a 
favorite outdoor activity, the boys simul-
taneously replied, “Football.” Laura said 
the boys are eagerly awaiting this year’s 
football season, as they will move up 
from flag football to wearing pads and 
playing tackle football.

Laura has some practical advice for 
any new parents of twins.

“Take all the support you can get. With 

my husband working long hours, I could 
not have handled it alone,” Laura said. 
“Between my mom and my sister, they 
helped a lot. The patience you need is 
tremendous. One step at a time.”

HAYDEN AND HUDSON 
ROCHHOLZ

The CJ and Kalyn Rochholz family 
in rural Casey shared their twin story, 
which shows that a surprise is not al-
ways completely unexpected.

Some families never consider the pos-
sibility that they may have more than 
one child at a time. However, in the Ro-
chholz family, there are several exam-
ples of twins within the family tree (on 
each parent’s side), so the news wasn’t a 
shock. 

“My great grandma had three sets 
of twins. My grandma had a set, so we 
knew it might happen to us, and it did,” 
Kalyn said. “We were told, if we got preg-
nant again, there’s a 95% chance we 
would have twins again.”

CJ recalled the unusual way that he 
and Kalyn first learned they would be 
having twins. They were shown an early 
ultrasound image, and he noticed what 
he thought was a second fetus. He point-
ed this out to the medical staff, who then 
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Lucas and Hopper Herron love the Chargers.
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took a closer look at the ultrasound image 
and confirmed what CJ had noticed. 

Hayden and Hudson were born at 34 
weeks and five days. Although the babies 
needed extra medical care initially, they 
weren’t slowed down for long.

“We stayed in the NICU for a month, 
but now you can’t tell because they’re 
wild as can be and meaner than a rattle-
snake,” Kalyn said.

Another set of twins within the fam-
ily tree is CJ’s father, Travis, and his twin, 
Troy. Travis and Troy were born in 1977, 
and Travis said he later learned that, by a 
strange coincidence, another set of twins 
was born that same day at the same hos-
pital.

Travis has noticed many similarities 
between his twin experience and that of 
his grandsons, twins Hayden and Hud-
son. 

“You’re either fighting with each other 
or sticking up for each other,” Travis said.

Although Travis and Troy are not iden-
tical twins, their resemblance is strong. 
Travis remembered times when he and 
his brother would fool people about 
which twin was which, although it was 
not always as much fun as he hoped.

“We did that at the doctor’s office once, 
until I found out we were getting shots,” 

Travis said.
Similarly, Hudson and Hayden look 

very much alike. 
“Daycare still can’t tell them apart, and 

they’ve been going there since they were 

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO GUTHRIOE CENTER TIMES
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Hudson and Hayden Rochholz with their 
grandpa, Travis, and his twin, Troy.

Hayden and Hudson Rochholz proudly show their ribbons at the State Fair.

CALL RICK HODGES TODAY! 641-757-1454

HAVE THE LAWN 
EVERYONE 

TALKS ABOUT
QUALITY YOU CAN COUNT ON.

Small Tree & Shrub Trimming
Lawn & Landscape Cleanup

Mowing • Mulching
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babies,” Kalyn said.
Kalyn recalled when the boys were 

learning to talk, they developed their 
own lingo. She said if anyone asked about 
it, the boys’ answer was often, “I’m not 
talking to you.”

Each August, Hayden and Hudson at-
tend the Iowa State Fair to compete in the 
“Twins, Triplets and More” contest. The 
contest awards multiple-birth children 

and adults in various ages groups in two 
categories (most look-alike and least look-
alike).  Hayden and Hudson placed sec-
ond among 3-year-olds at the 2024 Iowa 
State Fair for “most alike.”

“We’ll keep taking them every year un-
til they don’t want to anymore,” Kalyn 
said. “As long as mom can dress them, 
then we’ll go.” n
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Hudson and Hayden Rochholz crawling to look for trouble.

FOR ANY TOUGH JOB,
IT’S NOT A TOUGH CHOICE.

Tom Rutledge, Owner |  641-757-1510

•  Water/Sewer/Septic 
Installation

• Trenching & Excavation

• Skid-loader Work

•  Trucking of Rock, Sand 
& Black Dirt

• Seeding & Sod Installation 

Please help support the Beautification Committee in Downtown 
Guthrie Center by sponsoring a Flower Pot. The Flower Pots 

add beauty and life to our Downtown all year round.

Businesses or individuals can sponsor a flower pot for a year for 
$50. This makes a great way to honor a loved one or the perfect 

gift for someone who has everything!

Friday, May 9th 

Guthrie Activity Center

209 State Street, Guthrie Center

It’s that time of the year...

$25/person
Reservations can be made at Peoples Bank, 

Panora Fiber (in GC) & Guthrie County State Bank

Social at 5:30  |  Dinner at 6:00

Guthrie Center 
Area Dev. Corp.
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BY MICHAEL C. WOODY
Guthrie Center Times

“NIGHT OF THE 
ZOOPOCALYPSE” 

This is what it looks like when a studio 
makes an animated film that they re-
ally have no care for, nothing to really 
gain and, frankly, just threw it into the 
theaters to see if it might stick. It didn’t, 
and for good reason. No story, nothing 
memorable in the cast 
of characters, and just a 
sloppy effort to cash in 
on kids when they were 
home for spring break. 
Grade: D

“MICKEY 17”  
I was not a big fan of this writer/direc-

tor’s last film, “Parasite,” but it won Best 
Picture, Best Director and a bevy of other 
important awards a couple years ago. 
“Mickey 17” tells us the story of a future 

society that has created a way to bring 
people back to life after death. Instead of 
letting them reestablish their lives, they 
use them as guinea pigs to go into dan-
gerous situations — over and over again. 
So, Robert Pattinson, who still owes me 
money for those weird “Twilight” vam-
pire movies, is Mickey 17, an “undesir-
able” who has died and been brought 
back 17 times. When an undesirable de-
cides to stay alive and not die, the plot 
thickens. By the time that two Mickeys 
come back to life and have a threesome 
with a woman, I mentally checked out.  
I guess I won’t have to 
wait for the writer/direc-
tor’s next release. I left the 
theater thinking of just 
one question: “What’s the 
point?” Grade: C-

“BLACK BAG”
Stephen Soderberg has directed and 

written some great movies including his 

last film, “Presence,” a modern ghost 
story from the ghost’s point of view. 
“Black Bag” gives us the story of some 
government spies in England with a po-
tential mole in the group. Many dinners 
and conversations later, we find out who 
it is, but there was really no way for us 
to even have an educated 
guess. The movie is still 
good, but the pace is de-
cidedly different than you 
may be used to. Grade: 
B+

“NOVOCAINE”  
I have no idea who Jack Quaid is. I 

guessed he was Dennis Quaid’s son, and 
I was correct, but I never would have 
guessed that his mother is Meg Ryan. 
Talk about hitting the genetic jackpot. In 
“Novocaine,” he plays a young man with 
a condition that prevents him from feel-
ing any pain. You can burn him, knife 
him, run him over with a car or whatever. 

Quaid plays it well, though it slips dan-
gerously close to slapstick 
at times. I did laugh out 
loud several times, but 
the finale went on way too 
long. Grade: B

“THE ALTO 
KNIGHTS”

This movie is a bit of a conundrum for 
me. You take a well-respected and award-
winning director like Barry Levinson 
(“Rainman,” “Wag the Dog” and “Disclo-
sure”), hire a top-notch writer like Nicho-
las Pileggi (“Goodfellas,” “Casino” and 
“City Hall”) and then hire Robert DeNiro 
(“Cape Fear,” “The Deer Hunter,” “Rag-
ing Bull” and “The Godfather Part 2”) and 
ask him to play two dif-
ferent roles? Maybe they 
were short on money and 
saved a little cash? I wish 
I could report that it was 
worth all that talent, but 

LOCAL FILM REVIEWS 

SNOW WHITE. STATHAM. MICKEY. 
NOVOCAINE. AND A BLACK BAG.

“Night of the Zoopocalypse” “Black Bag” “Novocaine”  “Mickey 17”  
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seven dwarfs (again, in my opinion, the 
only way it could have been done well). In 
spite of the criticism, I found the movie to 
be charming, funny and everything the 
original was, in different ways. I believe 
that 95 out of 100 kids who see this movie 
will love it. Isn’t that who it was made for? 
Grade: B

“A WORKING MAN”
I’m a big fan of Jason Statham. If you 

love action films, here is a guy who seems 
to have all the skills one would need to 
take down 25 guys at once. 
He also can have a nice 
touch of self-deprecating 
humor. Interestingly, this 
movie was written and di-
rected by Sylvester Stal-

I can’t. It was a good — sometimes very 
good — movie, but the gimmick wore me 
out. Grade: B

“SNOW WHITE AND  
THE SEVEN DWARFS”

The remake of one of Disney’s top five 
classic films, “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs,” will always raise eyebrows. As 
expected when you touch a classic film, 
criticism will follow before anyone has 
even seen it. In my opinion, this time 
the criticism was particularly vicious. 
It started with the cast-
ing of a non-white actress 
in the lead role. Heaven 
forbid! Then, they chose 
(rightly, in my opinion) 
to use CGI to recreate the 

“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” “A Working Man”“The Alto Knights”

lone.  Statham plays a construction fore-
man with a “past” and some crazy good 

skills. When the boss’ daughter is abduct-
ed in a bar, Statham’s character is asked 
to step in.  Let’s just say that he more than 
steps in. The first half of this movie is 
great fun. Then the whole darned thing 
goes so far off the rails it is amazing it got 
released. There has to be 100-plus people 
killed in some of the most gruesome and 
gory ways, and the violence just never 
quits. What a disappointment. Grade: B+ 
for the first half of the movie and D- for 
the second.  n

Michael C. Woody has been reviewing 
movies on radio and television since 1986. 
He and his wife, Susan, are residents of 
Guthrie County.

CALL GR RENTAL
15 YRD ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS 
$395.00 INCLUDES LAND FILL FEES. 

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS
712.210.6833 / 515.240.6985

 Need to make that junk Disappear?

DO YOU HAVE
TRASH PILING UP?

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST!

916 Main Street, Adel • 515-993-4287
Mon-Fri 8-5, Saturday 8-2

224 Highway 92, Winterset • 515-462-2939
Mon-Fri 9-5, Saturday 9-2www.adelwintersettv.com

Our SPRING CLEANING brings you extra SPRING SAVINGS!

GET 
YOUR 

SPRING 
AC CHECK 

NOW!

MZC5216LW

MZF34X16DW

REFRIGERATOR 
OR FREEZER, 

YOUR CHOICE!

FREEZERS

$349 
STARTING AT

WRX735SDHV

$2,099 

WRT318FZDW

$899 

Samsung TVs 32” to 85” 

32” TCL 
Roku 
Smart TV

$159 

MER8800FZ

$1,199 

ADB1400AMS

$459 

WRF757SDHZ

$2,099 

WRT112CZJZ

$599 

 WFE775H0HZ

$1,299 

We deliver, hook up 
and can convert to 

LP if needed!

SURPLUS OF 
GAS RANGES 

$599 
STARTING AT



GUTHRIE CENTER TIMESPAGE 14  | APRIL 2025

COUNTY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE COUNTY SUPERVISORS DENY 
CHANGE TO BEREAVEMENT POLICY
BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

MARCH 13 – SUPERVISORS 
APPROVE 3% WAGE INCREASES

At the March 13 meeting of the Guthrie 
County Board of Supervisors, discussion 
was held regarding possible wage increas-
es for county employees for the upcoming 
fiscal year. Supervisor Steve Smith sug-
gested a 3% increase.

Supervisor JD Kuster brought up the 
recommendation from the Compensation 
Board, which suggested a 7% wage in-
crease. Kuster said he has heard from the 
Compensation Board in years past, voic-
ing frustration when the recommended 
number isn’t used. 

Supervisor Mike Dickson acknowl-
edged that but pointed out that the county 
needs to budget for several large projects 
as well.

“We’ve talked about the generator 

down here. That’s a $200,000 project or a 
little more. We’ve talked about tornado 
shelters for some of our buildings… that 
money has to come from somewhere,” 
Dickson said.

Supervisor Brian Johnson made a mo-
tion for a 3% wage increase, excluding the 
Board of Supervisors. That motion passed 
on a 4-1 vote, with Kuster opposed.

Johnson then made a motion for no 
wage increase for the supervisors. That 
motion passed on a 3-2 vote, with Dick-
son and Maggie Armstrong voting nay.

Dickson voiced his concern about de-
pleting the county’s fund balance. 

“With the 3% that was just done, you’re 
looking at eating into your fund balance 
almost $400,000,” Dickson said.

The supervisors discussed ways to cut 
around $100,000 from budgetary expens-
es to help spare the county’s fund balance. 

The supervisors will ask two depart-
ments (Sheriff and County Attorney) to 

come back and meet with the supervisors 
to work on ways to cut expenses. 

MARCH 18 – BRIDGE POSTINGS, 
INSPECTIONS

Significant discussion was held about 
the upcoming fiscal year’s budget. Matters 
still need to be decided by the State Leg-
islature that will impact county budgets 
statewide, but those decisions will likely 
not be made until after budgets are due. 
Supervisor Chair Maggie Armstrong de-
scribed the work she did in finding ways 
to alleviate some expenses out of the Gen-
eral Basic category.

“We then landed with 29% General Ba-
sic carryover, 22% General Supplemental 
carryover, and 26% Rural Service carry-
over,” Armstrong said. “That gives us some 
room for some potential projects.”

The working budget includes 3% in-
creases for all county employees (except 
the supervisors, who would not receive a 

raise) and some specific additional raises 
in certain departments.

“I’m not OK with the extra raises above 
the 3%. I’m not in favor of that,” Supervi-
sor Mike Dickson said.

Armstrong asked the supervisors for 
their comfort level with the carryover per-
centages she mentioned. 

“I’m comfortable,” Supervisor Steve 
Smith said.

“I think we’ve got to move ahead. That 
legislation may not be done until about 
May 1, so I think we’ve got to go ahead 
and do our business,” Supervisor Brian 
Johnson said.

The supervisors voted to approve the 
carryover percentages Armstrong stated, 
by a 4-1 vote with Dickson opposed.

County Engineer Josh Sebern addressed 
the supervisors regarding Resolution 25-
19 (Bridge Weight Limit Posting).

“Every year about this time, we update 
our bridge postings, and the inspections 

www.guthriecentertimes.com

J U N E  5-6
The Port Restaurant Bar & Inn | 5405 Chimra Road

Located on Lake Panorama in Panora O
N

LY $75 FOR MORE INFO & 
REGISTRATION

bossiowa.com

Join us for the Business Owner Summer Summit 
[BOSS], an annual event designed to empower 
small- and medium-sized business owners with 
the tools, resources and connections they need to 
succeed. Check out our three keynote speakers!E L E V AT E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S !

A T T E N T I O N  B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S !

JAMIE 
POLL ARD
Iowa State University 
Athletic Director

Jamie will share valuable 
insights on how the 
principles of coaching and 
leadership in sports can 
translate to retaining top 
talent in your business.

R E T E N T I O N
DREW 
HARDEN
Successful author, speaker, 
and CEO
Drew will dive into the key 
elements of a thriving 
workplace – fostering 
engagement, building trust 
and aligning values with 
business goals that also drives 
long-term success.

C U L T U R E
L ANCE 
FARRELL
Founder of Farrell’s eXtreme 
Bodyshaping, Inc.
Lance will inspire and equip 
entrepreneurs with mindset, 
tools and strategies needed 
to navigate obstacles and 
embrace long-term success.

G R O W T H

T H E  L A K E 
I S  C A L L I N G 

YO U !



GUTHRIE CENTER TIMES APRIL 2025 |  PAGE 15

usually take place in November/Decem-
ber,” Sebern said. “It has to be done by 
resolution because they are white signs. 
They are regulatory. They are enforce-
able.”

Sebern told of two bridges in the county 
that are currently closed.

“We did have to close two bridges this 
year, due to the postings,” he said, not-
ing that the bridge near the county’s Bear 
Grove shed was closed due to “severely 
deteriorated wood pilings.”

“It is in design. It could go into con-
struction in 2026,” Sebern said. “That’s on 
the fast track, as much as federal aid can 
fast track.”

Sebern described the other bridge clo-
sure.

“The other bridge that is closed is Baker 
180 on Iris Avenue… Not eligible for fed-
eral aid… We are reviewing all options,” 
Sebern said. 

Sebern explained the bridge does not 
meet traffic volume requirements for fed-
eral aid.

The supervisors unanimously approved 
the Bridge Weight Limit Posting as sub-
mitted.

The supervisors also discussed the pos-
sibility of filing a Petition to Intervene re-
garding pipeline issues. Armstrong said 
she met with officials from Greene Coun-
ty, who are also working on a the same ef-

fort.
Armstrong summarized the purpose of 

a Petition to Intervene as asking to “have 
a seat at the table.” No formal action was 
taken at this time, but the matter will be 
further discussed at the March 25 meet-
ing.

MARCH 25 - PETITION TO 
INTERVENE

The supervisors unanimously voted to 
adopt Resolution 25-20 (Resolution Di-
recting the Guthrie County Attorney to 
File a Petition to Intervene on Behalf of 
Guthrie County in Iowa Utilities Commis-
sion Docket Number HLP-2024-0004).

Brian Hoffman provided a departmen-
tal update regarding information tech-
nology. He shared the status of various 
equipment and said efforts are ongoing 
to weed out equipment that is no longer 
used.

“It’s good to eliminate what you don’t 
need, so you can see what you do need,” 
Hoffman said.

County Engineer Josh Sebern provided 
a departmental update regarding sec-
ondary roads. Sebern also described pro-
posed Resolution 25-21: Contract for Proj-
ect FM-C039(102).

“This is pertaining to a project…for 
patching of the Yale-Springbrook road,” 
Sebern said. “We had eight bidders…and 

the lowest bid was $345,000, thereabouts, 
by Midwest (Midwest Contractors Inc.)…
This resolution does two things. It awards 
the contract to Midwest, and it authorizes 
me to sign the contract,” Sebern said. The 
supervisors approved the resolution.  

A public hearing was held at 10:30 a.m. 
on the Fiscal Year 2026 proposed property 
tax notice. 

MARCH 27 - BULK OF WORK ON 
BUDGET IS DONE

Auditor Dani Fink explained that the 
bulk of the work on the county’s proposed 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year is 
done. Fink is awaiting some final informa-
tion on health insurance rates.

“It’s just going to be accounting for po-
tential new hires for next year, making 
sure of their budgeted amounts in case 
they want insurance. We’ll do that at the 
family rate, just to be safe,” Fink said.

The supervisors set a public hearing 
regarding the Fiscal Year 2026 budget on 
April 15 at 9:30 a.m. 

APRIL 1 - BEREAVEMENT PAY, 
ANIMAL PROTECTION AND 
CONTROL

Denise Ballard (Iowa Governmental 
Health Care) discussed the county’s Fiscal 
Year 2026 Health Insurance Renewal. She 
shared options for the supervisors to con-

sider. No action was taken at this time.
Human Resources Coordinator Jamie 

Lindsay updated the supervisors on pos-
sible changes to the county’s employee 
handbook in the areas of call out/over-
time pay, bereavement pay, sick leave, 
and personal leave.

Lindsay explained that currently, only 
fulltime employees qualify for bereave-
ment pay, and she suggested adding some 
bereavement leave for part-time staff. 

“I’d like to table this until we have a full 
board. I’d like to have everybody there to 
discuss this; I think this is a big change,” 
Supervisor Brian Johnson said. 

The supervisors voted to table the be-
reavement pay issue.

Board Chair Maggie Armstrong de-
scribed the draft ordinance “Providing for 
Animal Protection and Control.” She sug-
gested removing the wording about “bite” 
and replacing it with wording of “inci-
dent” so that non-bite incidents would 
also be covered by the ordinance. 

Health Director Jotham Arber stressed 
that the county’s aim is not to take ani-
mals away but to have a system to address 
dangerous behavior of animals as needed. 
Consideration of the proposed ordinance 
was tabled. No formal action was taken at 
this time.

The supervisors voted unanimously 
to accept the resignation of Bill McDer-

www.guthriecentertimes.com
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mott from the Guthrie County Board of 
Health. Andrew Knorr was unanimously 
approved to fill the vacancy.

APRIL 8 - BEREAVEMENT PAY 
FOR PART-TIME EMPLOYEES 
VOTED DOWN

The supervisors returned to consider-
ation of changing the bereavement policy 
to allow bereavement leave for part-time 
employees. Supervisor Mike Dickson 
voiced his opposition.

“I don’t agree with that. This conversa-
tion has come up in the past, and part-
time employees can work around that 
with their schedules,” Dickson said.

Brian Johnson voiced agreement with 
Dickson, and the supervisors voted 3-1 to 
deny the proposed change with Maggie 
Armstrong as the sole vote to oppose the 
denial. Supervisor JD Kuster was absent.

The supervisors discussed the draft of a 
proposed Ordinance 25-38 (Survey Per-
mit Ordinance). Armstrong read the draft 
aloud as part of the first reading process. 
The supervisors approved the first read-
ing as presented with Johnson opposed. 
The supervisors also voted to waive the 
second reading and have the proposed 
ordinance published. Johnson voted 
against.

Johnson voiced his concerns about en-
acting Ordinance 25-38. 

“I think there’s a pretty good chance 
we’re going to see a lawsuit on it,” John-
son said. “I don’t know why we’d move 
forward with lawsuits and that kind of ag-
gressive action when things are kind of in 
a pause right now.”

Three department heads gave updates/
reports to the supervisors. Beth Watson 
provided a quarterly report on Veterans 
Affairs. Jotham Arber shared information 
regarding the Health Services depart-
ment. Brad Halterman told of happen-
ings in the Conservation department. 

“We’re going to be opening our camp-
grounds April 15, and turning on the 
water, weather permitting. The weather 
looks good to do that,” Halterman said. 

Arber shared updated plans regarding 
vaccinations.

“As far as COVID shots and those kinds 
of things, they’re coming out with some 
new recommendations. We’ll make those 
available to the public as we know more,” 
he said.

Armstrong said discussion of the pro-
posed Vicious Animal ordinance will be 
on the agenda for the April 15 meeting.

The supervisors meet regularly on 
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. The public is wel-
come to attend in person or via re-
mote technology. To join remotely, call 
323-792-6123, then use meeting code 
547029216#. n
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CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS
CASEY CITY COUNCIL HEARS 
UTILITY BILLS DISPUTE
BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

During the Clerk’s Report portion of 
the April 7 Casey City Council meet-
ing, City Clerk Gwen Blass updated the 
council regarding two disputed utility 
billing accounts.

“Last month, we had a gentleman that 
came into our office and stated that he 
was Dave Kuster’s attorney, and that 
they were going to sue the city for all the 
utility bills that Dave Kuster has, and 
that he also represented Lucas Jensen, 
and that he’s also getting utility bills 
for a property that he doesn’t own any-
more,” Blass said. “I explained to him 
that Lucas Jensen’s bill is a past due bill 
from when he lived there, and that the 
utility bills on Dave Kuster are sewer 
line bills, sewer charges for properties 
that he never shut off the sewer line for.”

Blass reported that the same gentle-
man came back to the office later and 
said Kuster would not be suing the city.

Blass also reported that the city has a 
CD valued at $26,425 that has matured. 
She suggested renewing it into another 
CD, and the council voted to do so.

Public Works Director Jon Welker re-
ported on repairs and changes needed 
on certain areas of the city’s water lines. 
The council approved the repairs and 
costs as proposed.

Discussion was held regarding the re-
cent storm spotter training in Casey. Ap-
proximately 100 trainees attended, and 
it reportedly went smoothly.

As part of the consent agenda, the 
council approved a liquor license re-
newal for Pioneer Pub and Grub.

The next regular meeting of the 
council will be May 5. The public is 
welcome. n

EDUCATION
CHRISTENSEN NAMED NEW 
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Special to Guthrie Center Times

Shane Christensen, Ed.D., current prin-
cipal at Indian Hills Junior High, has been 
named the next principal at Valley High 
School.

Christensen will begin his new role July 
1, 2025, pending approval by the West Des 
Moines Community Schools Board of Ed-
ucation at its regular meeting April 14.

“Dr. Christensen is an experienced 
educator, an innovative strategist, and a 
respected leader in our district,” super-
intendent Matt Adams said. “His passion 
for education and the care he shows for 
his students and staff are unmatched. 
He is the right person to lead Valley High 
School.”

Christensen has served WDMCS for 24 
years, the last 19 as principal at Indian 
Hills. His collaborative nature and ability 
to think systemically has had a direct im-
pact on student outcomes. Over the last 
six years, Indian Hills has seen marked 
improvement on the Iowa School Perfor-
mance Profiles.

“I am beyond excited 
and honored for the op-
portunity to lead Valley 
High School, where ex-
cellence is the standard,” 
Christensen said. “I take 
very seriously the chal-
lenge of supporting all 
students and staff around 
the ‘Four A’s’: Academ-
ics, Activities, Arts and 
Athletics, while fostering 
a culture of belonging. Every student de-
serves the opportunity to succeed.”

Valley owns the largest student enroll-
ment of any high school in Iowa. It offers 
one of the largest selections of academic 
programs in the state and consistently 
ranks among Iowa’s best athletics and ac-
tivities programs.

Christensen takes over for David Max-
well, who will serve as Valley’s principal 
through the end of the school year. Start-
ing July 1, Maxwell will transition to the 
district’s first director of strategic outreach 
and systems change. n

Shane 
Christensen

www.guthriecentertimes.com

Give Us A Call Today For More Information!

Attention 
Livestock 
Producers

LIVESTOCK RISK PROTECTION (LRP) is designed to protect against declining 
market prices. A variety of coverage levels and insurance periods are offered that 
match the time the livestock would normally be marketed.

Applications may be submitted anytime during a crop year if no other LRP policy exists for 
the applicant, and specific coverage endorsements can be purchased throughout the year.

These livestock programs are designed to manage risk on a national market basis. All 
prices used to quote and determine ending values are derived from the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange (CME) and the Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT).

800-580-2263 • 220 6th Avenue, Coon Rapids • www.heritageinsgroup.com

INSURABLE LIVESTOCK:  Feeder Cattle • Fed Cattle • Swine

Gavin Cretsinger

SCAN HERE TO SEE OUR PROJECTS

Serving your community for over 25 years

Spring has sprung!  Spring has sprung!  
Increase your 

property value and 
curb appeal with a 
concrete driveway, 

sidewalk or cart path.  

CALL JOHN TODAY!



GUTHRIE CENTER TIMESPAGE 18  | APRIL 2025

CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS
GUTHRIE CENTER CITY 
COUNCIL DISCUSSES 
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS

HEALTH
GUTHRIE COUNTY HOSPITAL 
MOVING AHEAD ON 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

During the March 24 meeting of the 
Guthrie Center City Council, discus-
sion was held regarding “accessory 
buildings,” such as carports and simi-
lar structures. City Clerk Kris Arra-
smith explained that many of these 
structures are in the city, and some 
have become an eyesore due to long-
term exposure to wind. The council 
agreed that, if the city addresses some, 
it will need to address all such struc-
tures. Arrasmith said she will collect 
more information for the next council 
meeting.

The council discussed the possibil-
ity of approving a letter of engagement 
for services from PFM Financial Advi-

sors. Councilmember Fidel Hernandez 
said he is not comfortable signing the 
agreement since the city doesn’t know 
how much benefit would occur. 

Councilmember Garold Thomas 
spoke in favor of the letter of engage-
ment.

“My viewpoint is, we can’t be experts 
on everything,” Thomas said.

The council voted 4-1 in favor of the 
letter of engagement, with Hernandez 
opposed.

Tony Young was approved as 2025 
Nuisance Abatement Contractor.

A public hearing will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on April 14 regarding the city’s 
FY 2025-2026 proposed budget. The 
next regular meeting will be Monday, 
April 14 at 6:30 p.m. The public is wel-
come. n

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

During the March 27 monthly meet-
ing of the Guthrie County Hospital 
Board, the trustees heard from Cris 
Kuhns, bond counsel for the hospital’s 
upcoming construction project. She 
outlined the next steps in the process 
and the funding plans.

Regarding the upcoming fiscal year 
budget, GCH CEO Chris Stipe ex-
plained the ongoing process.

“We’ll be publishing a proposed 
budget,” Stipe said. “Whatever we put 
in the paper is proposed, because the 
board still has to vote on it, and we can 
change it.”

Foundation Director Dennis Flanery 
shared details on upcoming founda-
tion events and voiced appreciation for 

corporate and local family sponsor-
ships.

“We’re working on getting our golf 
letters out. This will be our 25th anni-
versary golf event, so this year we’re 
going to do a little something extra. 
More to come on that,” Flanery said.

Danielle Lauzon reported on strong 
patient satisfaction survey data.

“The ER score is just off the charts. 
Surgery is at 100%,” CEO Chris Stipe 
said.

The next meeting of the trustees is 
set for April 24 at 4 p.m. in the Todd-
Neff Conference Room. The public 
is welcome to join in 
person or via remote 
technology. Details 
can be found at www.
guthriecountyhospital.
org. n
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• Online Banking    • Mobile Banking
• Bill Pay   • Mobile Deposit   • ®
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           @craftyscoffee 
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(641) 755-3128
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EDUCATION
ADAIR-CASEY AND GUTHRIE 
CENTER SCHOOL BOARDS 
ADDRESS SAFETY AND 
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
BY RICH WICKS 
Guthrie Center Times

At the joint meeting of the Adair-Casey 
and Guthrie Center school boards on 
March 19, a public hearing on the proposed 
school calendar for school year 2025-2026 
was held. No members of the general public 
attended.

Superintendent Josh Rasmussen ex-
plained the date of the first school day for 
the upcoming year may still be changed, 
depending on what the Iowa legislature 
does.

“There are bills in both the House and 
Senate to change the start date. I don’t think 
there’s enough support, specifically in the 
House, to get it done,” Rasmussen said. 
“But, if they would move that start date up, 
we would probably come back to the board 
with a little different calendar, probably 
starting that Wednesday after the State Fair.”

“We had a group of parents come up 
and… they want to take on replacing our 
dugouts down at the baseball field,” Ras-
mussen said. “Along with that, I think the 
bleachers can probably also be refreshed.”

Rasmussen said the group is willing to 
volunteer to do the work on the dugouts if 
the school provides the needed materials.

Later in the meeting, the fitness center/
weight room maintenance plan was dis-
cussed. It was estimated that maintenance 
would cost approximately $1,000 per year. 

Board member Brian Sheeder asked if 
any of the maintenance money would be 
used to assure safety. He then brought up 

another safety concern.
“There’s an elementary playground that’s 

30 years old, made of wood and held to-
gether by nails,” Sheeder said. “We know 
what happened. It’s a proven safety issue, 
ripping kids’ legs up… There’s not been any 
conversation about keeping that stuff up; 
we want to buy new… Neglecting and over-
looking that is going to put guilt at our feet, 
and I’m not going to be part of it.”

Rasmussen said he’ll look into what’s 
needed at the playground.

Regarding the recent school days can-
celed due to late winter storms, Rasmussen 
explained how those will be handled.

“We missed two days earlier, and the plan 
is to bring teachers for two days, and stu-
dents won’t make those up,” Rasmussen 
said. 

Rasmussen added that the “virtual day” 
schoolwork seems to be going well when 
needed due to weather cancellations.

Austin Sonntag, representing Snyder & 
Associates Engineering, presented informa-
tion about the roofing project to be done 
at the Adair-Casey school building. He 
said the cost of the project is expected to 
be around $500,000. Sonntag said bids for 
the project will soon be sought, and he de-
scribed the expected timeline.

“The construction period is basically your 
summer break,” Sonntag said. 

The Adair-Casey School Board formally 
approved bid letting for the project.

The next regular meeting of the boards 
will be Wednesday, April 16 at 7 p.m. at 
Adair-Casey. The public is welcome. n
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policies to suit your needs.

GIVE US A CALL.

IF YOU NEED IT INSURED, IF YOU NEED IT INSURED, 
WE GOT IT COVERED!WE GOT IT COVERED!

Insuring our local communities for over 50 years!

Audubon  (712) 563-9584
Coon Rapids  (712) 999-2263

Jefferson  (515) 386-2728

Mount Ayr 404 South Lincoln - Guthrie Center 101 State Street
Guthrie Location: Wednesdays 9-3 or call for an appointment!

@Eighmymonument800-305-3110



GUTHRIE CENTER TIMESPAGE 20  | APRIL 2025

COLLECTIONS & HOBBIES

COLLECTING TRACTORS IS STEENSEN’S HOBBY

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

Most anyone who likes classic tractors 
would be thrilled to walk into the shed of 
Cletus and Cindy Steensen of rural Adair.

“I’ve been a tractor nut from the day I 
was born. I grew up on the Fords and the 
John Deeres. My uncle lived next door, and 
he was a tractor nut, too, and he liked the 
mechanic work,” Steensen said. “My dad 
was more of a woodworker.”

Steensen recalled his father assign-
ing him the job of maintaining the fam-
ily’s tractors, which included tuning them 
up, changing oil and making numerous 
repairs. Steensen quickly learned much 
of what it takes to keep a tractor running 
smoothly. That experience later paid off 
both professionally and as a hobby.

“In 1998, hog prices had really dropped, 

so I got out of the hog business, and, just 
by word of mouth, people started asking 
if I’d help them with some tractors. I had 
a little mechanic shop and welding stuff,” 
Steensen said. “I ended up doing a lot of 
tractor repairs and restorations as a busi-
ness, and then I retired from that in 2018.”

While working on other people’s trac-
tors, Steensen also worked on a few of his 
own. He now has a small collection of his 
favorites.

“The collection I have here, the six of 
them, are the 30 series. It’s the last series 
of two-cylinder tractors that John Deere 
made,” Steensen said. “The one I bought 
first was the 730 Diesel. I bought that in 
1970, and I didn’t know it was a 1960; I just 
wanted a tractor.”

That purchase in 1970 led to a lifelong 
pursuit and hobby.

“I started wanting to collect the 1960 
series. That was the thrill of the hunt,” 
Steensen said. “One came from 50 miles 
west of Fort Smith, Arkansas, in Oklahoma. 
Another one came from South Dakota. 
One I bought at a Carroll machinery auc-
tion.”

Purchase of a John Deere 
730 Diesel in 1970 led  
to a lifelong pursuit.
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Cletus Steensen and his favorite tractor.

Lake Panorama National Clubhouse
5071 Clover Ridge Road, Panora, IA

(641) 755-2080
• 18-Hole Golf Course • Restaurant 

• Banquet Facility • Pool & Spa • Lodging

Panorama West Clubhouse
6616 Panorama Road, Panora, IA

(641) 755-2250
• Par-3 Golf Course • Community Room

OPENING 
APRIL 9

Lake Panorama National Resort
•  Enjoy 27-holes of Golf  

at Two Well Manicured Courses

•  On-site Townhouse & Guesthouse Lodging

•  Book Tee Times & Lodging Online

•  Relax in our Outdoor Heated Pool & Hot 
Tub (opening May 23)

•  Seasonal Passes Available for All Amenities.

All Amenities Open to the Public

Scan to Learn More!
www.lakepanoramanational.com

Follow on Facebook for kitchen hours and menus.

Scan to 
Learn More!

thecaptainspick.com

Looking for the perfect venue or 
need catering for your 2025 event?

Look no further than the LPN Clubhouse and 
The Captain’s Pick. Contact The Captain’s 

Pick at captains@lakepanorama.org for more 
information and availability.
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Besides that series of six classic John 
Deere tractors, Steensen also has a few Ford 
tractors in his shed.  But even that isn’t his 
entire collection. 

“I’ve got a few more tractors down at my 
son’s place,” he said. “It’s been fun, and I still 
do it. I’ve got one in the shop I’m waiting on 
parts for.”

Some of the tractors Steensen has restored 
sat unused for as many as 20 years. This 
can make his task more challenging, but he 
doesn’t back down. In particular, carbure-
tors, injection pumps and fuel tanks do not 
age well when neglected for many years. But, 

for Steensen, the end justifies the means.
“I tear them clear down and rebuild them. 

And when you first hit the switch to start 
them up, it’s kind of a neat thing to hear 
them running,” he said.

Steensen displays great attention to detail 
in his hobby.

“I like to keep everything as original as I 
can,” he said. “But I’ve had some parts that 
I couldn’t find, so I had to have a friend ma-
chine one for me.”

As if finding, fixing and restoring clas-
sic tractors to near mint condition was not 
enough to keep him busy, Steensen has also 

found himself doing similar work on vintage 
sewing machines. In his shed, along with the 
tractors, he has several Singer sewing ma-
chines manufactured more than a century 
ago. 

“Usually, in the winter, I work on them,” 
Steensen said. “That first one I did, we took 
it to the county fair, and my granddaughter 
sewed with it.”

Steensen recalled a favorite memory with 
his John Deere tractors.

“It’s been a few years ago that we had all 
six of them in the Guthrie County Fair pa-
rade,” he said. “My youngest boy drove the 

830. My next youngest drove the 730. My 
youngest daughter drove the 630, and my 
oldest daughter drove the 530. My wife, Cin-
dy, drove the 430, and then I came up be-
hind with a hayrack with the grandkids on 
it.”

Steensen plans to continue his hobby. 
“I’ll keep working on these things until 

I can’t do it anymore,” he said. “I’ve had a 
good time doing it.” n

Know someone in Guthrie County whose 
vehicle, collection or hobby would make an 
interesting story? Email ideas to  
rich@gctimesnews.com.
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The Steensen family drove tractors in the Guthrie County Fair parade.

From tractors to vintage sewing 
machines, Cletus Steensen likes making 
things run.

Monday - Wednesday 8AM - 5PM 
Thursday 8AM - 6PM  
Friday 8AM - 5:30PM 
Saturday 9AM - 1PM

1507 State St.,  
Guthrie Center
www.gcqualitymeats.com

&
Best Guthrie CountyBest Guthrie County
PLACE TO BUY MEAT!

VOT E D

Shop Online!

Scan to view our entire list of Midwest-made and produced products.
We deliver straight to your home. 

ORDER 
WITH US!

BUY FRESH, BUY LOCAL! 

2024

 WINNER  

mailto:rich@gctimesnews.com
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ACGC HIGH SCHOOL PROM PHOTOS The ACGC Prom was held April 5 at the high school with the Grand March kicking off the festivities at 5 p.m.
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Garrett Lemke and 
Lucy Knutter

Charlie Christensen 
and Kelsey Steensen

Jacob Risinger and 
Caydence Boals

Max Trujillo-Garcia 
and Ava Sneller 

Eli  Madsen and Belle 
Fagan

Jathan South and 
Ruthie Rich

Ben Franzeen and 
Elizabeth Gonzales

Caden Keller and Ava 
Campbell 

Joe Crawford and 
Shay Lemke 

Mason Wahl and 
Camdyn Richter

Will Kading and 
Ireland Witt

Carter Dinkla and 
Shelby Gustin

Tessa Sheeder and 
Hali Klingenberg

Jack Sheeder and 
Savannah Akers

Brennan Tunick and 
Carlie Kautzky

Casey Young and Jaci 
Eden

Nathan Towers and 
Becca Littler 

Ashton Zecuchia  and 
Karime Onifre

Jackson Pfrang and 
Jayla Hoover

Noah Kadiing and 
Adalyn Benson

Emmarae Ellis and 
Trace Turner
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ACGC HIGH SCHOOL PROM PHOTOS The ACGC Prom was held April 5 at the high school with the Grand March kicking off the festivities at 5 p.m.
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Wyatt ODell and 
Kailee Oberholtz

Oliver Wetzel and 
Elaina Nelson

Hudson Hambleton 
and Makenna Nichols

Bryce Betts and 
Caitlyn McCool

Sheyanne Young and 
Gracie Bartz 

Anthony Solorzano 
and Hannah Muller 

Chase Slaybaugh and 
Carley Fagan

Brexton Schneider 
and Lynsey Cheney 

Erling Riis and Jaci 
Baker 

Luke Brinks and 
Elizabeth Drake

Gavin Sloss and 
Lilliana Tafoya

Hunter Mohr and 
Addison Laughery

Ski Hopes and  
Bee Oldes 

Payton Policky and 
Kylie Williamson

Tanner Downing and 
Montanna Douglass

Rowan Grasty and 
Allie DeWitt

Wendyl Hunt and 
Allison Drake

Xander Harwood and 
Leaya Klemish

Tommy Skram and 
Stella Largent

Kade Sorensen and 
Mallory Schreck

Wyatt Rudy and 
Gracie Hodges
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BUSINESS FEATURE

FAITH’S FASHION DESIGNS

BY RICH WICKS
Guthrie Center Times

A well-known saying suggests, “Choose 
a job you love, and you’ll never have to 
work a day in your life.” Faith Hockenber-
ry of Guthrie Center has put that concept 
into practice. She enjoys clothing, and she 
also likes making artistic designs. So, she 
merged those interests into a business 
called Faith’s Fashion Designs, where she 
creates custom-designed apparel and ac-
cessories.

“I’ve been doing this for four years,” 
Hockenberry said. “I got excited to start 
my own business, and I wanted to create 
clothing and designs. I’ve been in this store 
for 2.5 years.”

Hockenberry specializes in small quan-
tity special orders for events such as family 
gatherings, weddings, business occasions 
or school events. She especially enjoys the 
creative process. She listens to what a cus-
tomer wants and then works with software 
to make the idea become a reality.

Hockenberry’s designs include a variety 
of themes, including inspirational, daily 
affirmations, seasonal/holiday and school 
pride. 

The items Hockenberry sells include 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, caps, coffee mugs, 
shopping bags and ACGC and Panorama 
items (such as stadium seat cushions).

 Hockenberry is thankful for the assis-
tance of two friends who help in her en-

deavor. Lill Delin serves as a mentor at 
the store, and Alicia Ciesielski is Hocken-
berry’s job coach, providing guidance as 
needed.

Ciesielski told of the usual process when 

an apparel order comes in.
“Faith designs it on the computer, and 

then she cuts it out, and then we iron it 
on,” Ciesielski said. “We can do just about 
anything people want.”

Ciesielski and Hockenberry said there is 
not any clear best-selling item, but Hock-
enberry said she sells quite a bit of ACGC 
Charger wear. She also told of recently 
completing an extensive apparel order for 
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Guthrie Center business 
offers custom-designed 
apparel and accessories. 

www.guthriecentertimes.com

Faith Hockenberry and Alicia Ciesielski show ACGC and Guthrie Center items.

CRAFT & VENDOR SHOWCRAFT & VENDOR SHOW

SATURDAYSATURDAY
APRIL 26APRIL 26

9 AM - 3 PM9 AM - 3 PM
PANORA VETS/PANORA VETS/

COMMUNITY CENTERCOMMUNITY CENTER
20 years of experience • Local & Insured

2024

 WINNER  

kunklepainting@gmail.com

(641) 332-2287

CONTACT FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

TREAT YOURSELF WITH FRESH 
INTERIOR PAINTING AND KITCHEN 
CABINET REFURBISHING!

  Paint Existing CabinetsPaint Existing Cabinets
  Build New Cabinet DoorsBuild New Cabinet Doors
  Interior & ExteriorInterior & Exterior

    New & Old ConstructionNew & Old Construction
  DecksDecks
  Epoxy FlooringEpoxy Flooring
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Special Olympics in Winterset.
Faith’s Fashion Designs store is located 

at 300 State St. in downtown Guthrie Cen-
ter. Normal store hours are noon to 5 p.m. 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. The 
store accepts cash, check or Venmo but 
not credit or debit cards.

“I’ve got a Facebook page and website 
for the business,” Hockenberry said.

The store’s website is www.faithsfd.com.
Hockenberry believes in supporting the 

community, and she has found a way to 
do that with her business, while also creat-
ing a win-win situation for her customers. 
To celebrate her upcoming birthday, she 
is accepting donations of canned goods at 
her store. The donations will then be de-
livered to New Opportunities to help feed 
those in need. Those who bring in canned 
goods to Hockenberry’s store will receive a 
coupon for $5 off their next order.

Hockenberry enjoys the variety of tasks 
at her job, which range from doing the 
hands-on work of printing the apparel or 
filling orders to putting on her thinking 
cap and letting the ideas flow.

Hockenberry and Ciesielski shared a 
story of a recent order in which Hocken-
berry made 39 shirts to commemorate 
International Down Syndrome Day and 
shipped them to Oregon. 

“We’re doing T-shirts for a family re-
union this summer,” Ciesielski said. “And 
we did some for the all-school reunion, 
with the old Guthrie Center Tigers image.”

Hockenberry invites everyone to stop 
in to see what she does. Although the 
store hours remain standard throughout 
the year, she stays even busier during the 
summer months.

“In the summer, I set up at the farmers 
market, too,” Hockenberry said. n
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Faith’s Fashion Designs is located at 300 State St. in downtown Guthrie Center.

A friend from Colorado picks out a new 
sweatshirt.

Faith Hockenberry sits at her computer, 
where her creative process begins.

FOOD & DRINK:

 ■ Place for Pizza

 ■ Spot for Dessert

 ■ Spot for Breakfast

 ■ Lunch Spot

 ■ Dinner Spot

 ■ Ice Cream Place

 ■ Bar

 ■ Coffee Shop

 ■ Mexican Restaurant

 ■ Happy Hour

 ■ Bartender or Server

 ■ Wine Selection

 ■ Place to Buy Meat

 ■ Coldest Beer

 ■ Caterer

AUTOMOTIVE:

 ■ Car Wash

 ■ Auto Service Center

 ■ Auto Parts Store

 ■ Vehicle Detailing 
Business

COMMUNITY:

 ■ Pastor (person)

 ■ Teacher

 ■ Coach

 ■ Church

 ■ Daycare

 ■ Library

 ■ Chamber of 
Commerce

 ■ School

 ■ Park

 ■ Community Festival

 ■ Camping Spot

 ■ Place to Hold an 
Event

 ■ Elected Offical

 ■ Employer

 ■ Customer Service 
(overall)

SHOPPING:

 ■ Boutique

 ■ Retail Store

 ■ Place to Purchase 
Gifts for Her

 ■ Pharmacy

 ■ Grocery Store

 ■ Nursery or Garden 
Center

 ■ Hardware Store

 ■ Florist

ENTERTAINMENT:

 ■ First Date Spot

 ■ Parent/Child Date 
Spot

 ■ Place to Take Mom 
& Dad

 ■ Place to Take Kids or 
Grandkids

 ■ Place for a Field Trip

 ■ Bowling Alley

 ■ Golf Course

 ■ Local Band or 
Musician

 ■ Place to Take Your 
Dog

HEALTH/BEAUTY:

 ■ Hair Salon

 ■ Doctor (person)

 ■ Dentist (person)

 ■ Chiropractor (person)

 ■ Eye Doctor (person)

 ■ Veterinarian (person)

 ■ Health Club/Gym

 ■ Dance Studio

 ■ Massage Therapist 
(person)

 ■ Esthetician (skin care 
professional)

OTHER 
PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES:

 ■ Bank

 ■ Photographer

 ■ Barge Service

 ■ Realtor (person)

 ■ Place for Guests to 
Stay

 ■ Landscaping 
Company

 ■ CPA (person)

 ■ Insurance Agent 
(person)

 ■ Senior Living Facility

 ■ Home Builder

 ■ Home Improvement 
Contractor

 ■ Plumber (business)

 ■ Electrician (business)

 ■ HVAC Company

 ■ Lawn Care Business

 ■ Attorney or Law Firm

 ■ Financial Planner

 ■ Pest Control Company

 ■ Dog Boarding Facility

 ■ Home Painter

 ■ Real Estate Company

2025

WHO WILL BE VOTED THE 
BEST IN GUTHRIE COUNTY?

POLL CLOSES JULY 1, 2025. 
See rules and vote at https://gctimesnews.com/best-of

We all have our favorite local people, places and 
things. And now it’s time to share your choices 
and honor those who deserve the recognition. 

Make your voice heard and cast your votes in the 2025 BEST OF GUTHRIE COUNTY poll. 
This contest is being hosted by Big Green Umbrella Media and the results will publish in the 

September issues of Lake Panorama Times, Panora Times and Guthrie Center Times. 

POLL NOW OPEN!

http://www.faithsfd.com
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Delbert (Tobe) Gene 
Benton, son of Clarence 
(Rich) and Opal (Sheeder) 
Benton, was born on the 
family farm in Guthrie 
County on Jan. 7, 1932. He 
passed away peacefully 
on March 13, 2025, at the 
Guthrie County Hospital 
surrounded by his loving 
family. He spent his early 
life in Grant Township 
attending country school. 
Tobe graduated from 
Guthrie Center High 
School in 1950. Following 
graduation, he worked as 
a farm hand for various 
farmers in the area until 
he enlisted in the United 
States Army Reserve 
on Dec. 9, 1952. Before 
he headed overseas to 
Korea, he married his 
soul mate and the love 
of his life, Ruth Cannon, 
on June 23, 1953, at the 
Christian Church in 
Perry. They were blessed 
with nearly 72 years of 
married life together.

Tobe was so very proud 
of the years he spent 

serving our country. 
While in Korea, he 
worked in the motor 
pool. He was awarded the 
Korean Service Medal, 
the Bronze Service 
Star, United Nations 
Service Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, 
Presidential Unit Citation 
and Good Conduct 
Medal during his time 
in the service. Always a 
humble man, he felt great 
pride whenever someone 
would thank him for his 
service, and he took great 
pleasure in riding on the 
American Legion float in 
the Guthrie County Fair 
Parade each year.

He spent his life 
dedicated to farming 
the land. Farming was 
not just a job but a way 
of life that he cherished. 
For many years, he 
raised hogs, cattle and 
row crops. During the 
1970s and 1980s, he and 
Ruth had a dog kennel 
in which they raised 
purebred Pomeranians, 
Maltese, West Highland 
White Terriers, and Old 
English Sheepdogs. Dogs 
were truly a passion for 
Tobe. Until just a few 
years ago, you would 
always see him with a 
trusted companion riding 
beside him on his four-
wheeler or in the back of 
his pickup as he checked 
cows. His commitment 
to his community 
was very important to 
him. He served as a 
director on the Guthrie 
County Beef Producers 
and the Farm Service 
Administration. Tobe 
always enjoyed working 
with kids, and while his 
children were in school, 
he served as a 4-H Leader 
and was recognized as 

an Honorary Chapter 
Farmer by the Guthrie 
Center FFA. He was 
instrumental in 
organizing the Guthrie 
Center Booster Club and 
helped raise funds for 
the first weight room at 
Guthrie Center Schools. 
He loved watching his 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
participate in school 
activities. Many good 
times were spent 
enjoying wrestling 
tournaments, football 
and baseball games, 
band and vocal concerts, 
and school plays. He took 
great delight in spending 
many hours at the pond 
dropping a line with 
his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. It 
was always a contest to 
see who could snag the 
biggest fish.

Although Tobe worked 
hard, he always made 
time to enjoy the good 
things in life with his 
family and friends. He 
and Ruth belonged to 
a card club that met 
monthly for more than 
50 years. Pitch was the 
game of choice whenever 
family members would 
get together, and he 
smiled with pride when 
his grandchildren 
learned how to “shoot 
the moon!” He and Ruth 
spent several years 
vacationing in Minnesota 
with their neighborhood 
group. Numerous 
neighbor kids found 
amusement in visiting 
the Bentons so they could 
ride the bag swing Tobe 
had assembled in the old 
cottonwood tree in the 
corner of their yard. He 
loved going to the county 
fair and spending time 

looking at the exhibits 
or just stopping to catch 
up with old friends. You 
could always find him 
and Ruth at their same 
spot in front of the former 
Guthrie County Bank 
building enjoying the 
fair parade. Tobe was 
a member of Bowman 
Chapel United Methodist 
Church where he shared 
a pew with the same 
people and looked 
forward to fellowship 
with his church family 
following worship each 
Sunday.

Tobe was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Clarence and Opal 
Benton; his stepmother, 
Adah Parish Benton; 
brother, Max Benton and 
wife, Jean; his sister, Bea 
Millhollin and husband, 
Bob; his in-laws, Frank 
and Minnie Cannon; 
brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law, Roger and 
Lois Wickland; and his 
nephew, Pat Benton. Left 
to cherish his memory 
are his wife, Ruth; 
children, Julie (Doug) 
Rutherford, Scott (Karen) 
Benton, and John Ely, 
who summered with 
them for nine years; 
four grandchildren, 
Brody (Michelle) Benton, 
Bethany (Nicholas) 
McCool, Ian (Claire) 
Rutherford, and Alec 
(friend, Sara Freimuth) 
Rutherford; and his 
great-grandchildren, 
Ethan, Norah, Levi and 
Jace Benton, and Casen, 
Crayton and Coy McCool, 
as well as many other 
family and friends.

Tobe will be greatly 
missed, but his memory 
will live on in all those 
who knew and loved 
him. n

DELBERT 
(TOBE) GENE 
BENTON
1932-2025
 With love and 

remembrance, we 
announce the passing 
of Derry Gene Hick, 
born on Oct. 14, 1959, 
who peacefully passed 
away on Feb. 19, 2025, 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
with his wife, Elizabeth, 
and their two daughters, 
Melissa and Erika, by his 
side. He was 65 years old.

Born in Guthrie Center, 
Derry joined the U.S. Air 
Force after high school, 
serving his country with 
honor. After leaving the 
service, he lived a life 
defined by acts of service 
and generosity to others. 
Known to so many as 
a kind and generous 
man, Derry left a lasting 
impact on all who knew 
him. His love for music, 
movies and cross-country 
driving brought him joy 
throughout his life.

While on military 
leave after a deployment 
in Korea, Derry met 
Elizabeth, a nursing 
student and his sister 
Debbie’s friend, during a 

visit to his family in Des 
Moines. They married 
in 1983 in Los Angeles 
and had two daughters, 
Melissa Ann and Erika 
Elizabeth. Derry and 
Elizabeth spent more 
than 41 years together, 
building a lifetime of 
cherished memories. 
Both Derry and Elizabeth 
served in the United 
States Armed Forces, 
sharing a deep sense of 
duty, service and love for 
their country.

Derry and Elizabeth 
were blessed with four 
grandchildren: Cameron 
and Gisele, children of 
their daughter, Melissa, 
and her husband, 
Stephen; and Henry 
Wyatt and Jane Lillian, 
children of their 
daughter, Erika, and her 
husband, James. Derry 
loved being their “Papa” 
and cherished every 
moment with them.

Derry is survived by 
his beloved wife of more 
than 41 years, Elizabeth 
Hick; his two daughters, 
Melissa and Erika; his 
four grandchildren; 
his mother, Joyce; and 
his brothers, Dan and 
Michael, along with their 
spouses and children. He 
will be remembered as a 
loving husband, father, 
grandfather and friend 
with a legacy of kindness 
and generosity that will 
live on in the hearts of all 
who knew him.

Derry will be laid to 
rest at the VA National 
Cemetery in Riverside, 
California.

A Celebration of Life 
was held from 1-3 p.m. 
in the basement at First 
Baptist Church, 113 N. 
Fifth St., Guthrie Center, 
on April 12. n

DERRY  
HICK
1959-2025
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Mr. Alan Lynn Elgin, age 
73, of Adair, passed away on 
Sunday, March 30, 2025, at 
UnityPoint Iowa Methodist 
Hospital in Des Moines.

Alan Lynn Elgin was born 
on Nov. 13, 1951, in New 
Haven, Connecticut, to A 
Lynn and Alice (Winn) Elgin. 
Alan graduated from Adair-
Casey High School with 
the class of 1969. He then 
continued his education 
at Iowa Lakes Community 
College, where he earned 
an associate degree in 
vocational technology in 
1971. On Feb. 2, 1973, he 

married Shanee Frohling in 
Guthrie Center. From this 
union, two children were 
born, Tori and Tyler. 

Alan was a mechanic 
both professionally and as 
a hobby in his garage. He 
worked at various places, 
including implement 
dealerships, diesel shops 
and power lift companies, 
until his retirement in 
2020. He enjoyed target 
shooting with his brothers, 
assisting during harvest 
season with his brother, Bill, 
and, even more, restoring 
tractors with his son, Tyler. 
Alan went on three WHO 
Iowa Tractor Rides. He 
was a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Adair, where he was an 
elder for more than 20 
years. He sincerely enjoyed 
his family, especially 
his granddaughters and 
great-granddaughter, who 
FaceTimed him every night.

Alan is survived by his 
wife, Shanee (Frohling) 
Elgin of Adair; daughter, 
Tori Elgin (Bruce Hartger) 
of Cedar Rapids; son, Tyler 
Elgin (Christy Wester) 
of Tenino, Washington; 
granddaughters, Lexi 
Knutsen of Anamosa, Logan 
Knutsen of Cedar Rapids, 
and Danielle Pickett of 

Tenino, Washington; great-
granddaughter, Baylor Rae; 
brothers, Bill (Betty) Elgin, 
Les (Theresa) Elgin, and 
John (Rita) Elgin. 

Alan is preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Arthur 
and Eva Elgin, and Edgar 
and Mildred Winn; and 
his parents, A Lynn, and 
Alice Elgin, and a nephew 
Michael Elgin. 

A funeral service was held 
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, April 
3, 2025, at First Presbyterian 
Church in Adair with Rev. 
Richard Boatman officiating. 
Interment took place at 
Sunnyhill Cemetery in 
Adair. A luncheon was held 
following the committal in 
the Fellowship Hall of the 
First Presbyterian Church. 

Public visitation with the 
family was held from 5-7 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 2, 
2025, at the Schmidt Family 
Funeral Home in Adair. 

Memorials may be 
directed to the Alan Elgin 
Family to be designated at 
a later date in his memory. 
They may be mailed to the 
Schmidt Family Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 523, 
Atlantic, IA 50022. 

Funeral services were 
handled by the Schmidt 
Family Funeral Home of 
Adair. n

ALAN LYNN 
ELGIN
1951-2025
 

Johnny “Mac” McNeley, 
66, passed away suddenly 
on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, 
with his wife by his side. 
He was born Feb. 16, 1958, 
in Omaha, Nebraska, and 
lived in Iowa. He was a 
member of the wrestling 
team from Guthrie Center 
High School, a treasurer 
of the local FFA chapter, 
and a dairy judge. After 
graduating in 1976, he 
joined the Navy and was 
honorably discharged 
in 2002 as a Senior Chief 
Petty Officer, Damage 

Controlman, after proudly 
serving for 26 years. Upon 
discharge from the Navy, 
he attended horseshoeing 
school in Oklahoma, 
becoming a farrier.

Johnny was known to 
his friends in the South as 
Mac. He worked for Steel 
Warehouse of Memphis 
for 22-plus years and 
retired Oct. 31, 2024. 
When the grandchildren 
were young, he loved 
to have them spend the 
weekend at the farm. 
Easter on the farm was 
always a fun time with 
easter egg hunts for the 
kids and “special” egg 
hunts for the grown-ups. 
He enjoyed the outdoors 
and was an avid hunter, 
as well as a fisherman. 
He loved to participate in 
retriever hunt tests as a 
handler, judge and worker. 
He was an active member 
of Southern Flight HRC 
and a Started judge for 
HRC/UKC. He was also an 
active member and on the 
board of directors for Mid-
South Hunting Retriever 
Club where he judged 
AKC Junior and Senior 
retriever hunt tests.

Johnny lived in Holly 
Springs, Mississippi, with 
his wife, Janice. He is pre-

deceased by his father, 
Billy McNeley, and a 
brother, Francis McNeley. 
Surviving family members 
are his mother, Shirley 
McNeley (Chichester), 
and two brothers, Roger 
and Terry McNeley, all 
still in Iowa, and his sister, 
Peggy Williams (McNeley) 
in Maryland. He has two 
adult children, Timothy 
McNeley in Millington, 
Tennessee, and Sarah 
Gaynor (husband Ryan) 
in Spanish Fort, Alabama. 
He has five grandchildren 
whom he loved dearly and 
bragged on whenever the 
chance arose: Dylan and 
Presley Gaynor; Drake, 
Mason “Cash” and Waylon 
McNeley. He also had two 
stepchildren, Samantha 
Poole (Williamson) in 
Holly Springs, Mississippi, 
and Chris Williamson in 
Clearwater, Florida.

Johnny’s remains will be 
interred at the Van Meter 
Veterans Cemetery, 34024 
Veterans Memorial Drive, 
Van Meter Township on 
Friday, June 20, 2025, at 
11 a.m. with full military 
honors. A Celebration 
of Life will immediately 
follow at the adjacent 
American Legion from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. n

JOHNNY ‘MAC’ 
MCNELEY
1958-2025
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Shelley Renae Hayes, 
58, daughter of Darrell 
and Ida Gayle (Freeman) 
Kromrie, was born June 
22, 1966, at the Guthrie 
County Hospital, Guthrie 
Center. She gained her 
eternal freedom from 
pain on Monday, March 
31, 2025, at Iowa Lutheran 
Hospital, Des Moines.

Shelley grew up in 
Guthrie Center and 
graduated from Guthrie 
Center High School in 
1985. She worked many 
jobs in the community: 

a CNA at the New 
Homestead in Guthrie 
Center, in-home day care, 
and, finally, as a teacher 
associate at the Guthrie 
Center High School.

Although Shelley 
had many jobs and 
accomplishments over 
the years, her proudest 
was her family. Shelley 
was the oldest of Gayle’s 
four children. As soon 
as her little siblings, 
Terry, Mary and Mike, 
started making their 
debuts, Shelley became 
their biggest protectors. 
This was a lifelong badge 
Shelley wore with honor. 
Shelley has always spoken 
loudly and proudly of her 
family.

In 1986, Shelley was 
especially proud to 
welcome her twin girls, 
Ashlee and Alison — “the 
Chickee Birds.” These 
girls were the light of her 
life. The bond shared 
between them was a 
testament of the amount 
of love they had for 
each other. In 1994, she 
married Wayne Hayes, 
and they made their 
home in Guthrie Center. 
With this union, she 
gained Eric and Valarie.

Once her grandbabies 

started being added to the 
family, another light was 
lit in her heart. Her girls 
were so thankful to have 
such a present mom with 
their children. Shelley 
continued the tradition 
of attending as many of 
her grandkids’ activities 
as possible, just like she 
did for her girls, always 
beaming with pride. She 
loved spending time 
with her grandchildren, 
whether that was 
coming up with recipes 
and baking or sending 
out a daily Snapchat 
summarizing the day 
with goofy shoutouts. Her 
grandbabies always knew 
they had a shoulder to 
cry on, an ear to listen, or 
a big squeeze when they 
needed a hug.

Shelley shared a special 
bond with her younger 
siblings. She spent the last 
few years living as Buck’s 
(Terry’s) neighbor. Buck 
regularly popped through 
the door with a “whattaya 
doing” or “what’s for 
dinner?” Even though 
he sometimes was met 
with a sassy comment 
from Shelley, she loved 
having him there. Shelley 
was first to proudly let 
people know that was her 

brother, Terry. She was so 
grateful for his presence 
in her life and the heart 
he has.

She was very close 
to her sister, Mary. She 
regularly told people her 
sister was actually older 
because the gray hair 
came quickly for her. I’m 
sure this had to do with 
Mary’s three children: 
Breanne, Peyton and 
Haeleigh. The three had 
a second home and a 
second mom with Shelley. 
She and Breanne were 
partners in crime. They 
were always getting into 
some type of shenanigans 
together. When Haeleigh 
and Peyton came along, 
they became her “babies.” 
Well into their 20s, she 
still referred to them as 
her babies. Shelley’s great 
nephew and niece, Axl 
and Frankie, also played 
a special role in Shelley’s 
life. They loved her and 
always looked forward to 
going to Aunt Shelley’s.

Shelley’s youngest 
brother, Mike, also was 
very special to her. She 
regularly talked about 
how he was her “little 
Mikey,” even though 
he has grayed and is 
a grandpa himself. 
Regardless of anything, 
he was always her “baby 
brother,” and all those 
around knew about it. 
Shelley held a special 
place with all her siblings 
and was so proud to have 
them. Her favorite part 
of having her siblings 
was knowing it was them 
against the world. She 

took on a role as a mama 
bear to them. In a close 
second, being an aunt to 
their kids was another 
proud title she carried. 
Shelley had an undying 
love for all of her nieces 
and nephews.

Shelley accepted 
anyone and everyone 
into her circle. She didn’t 
know a stranger. She 
had the title of “Mom,” 
“Aunt Shelley” and 
“Grandma Shelley” to 
many people even outside 
her family. This included 
her children’s friends, 
her nieces and nephews’ 
friends, her babysitting 
kids over the years, 
and, more recently, her 
grandchildren’s friends.

Shelley was known for 
her cooking and baking. 
If you were close with 
Shelley at all, she fed you 
at one point or another. 
Whether that was her 
famous mints, beautifully 
put-together Christmas 
candy platters, or the type 
of home cooking that 
made you have to wear 
sweatpants afterwards. 
She loved cooking for 
her grandchildren and 
making sure their friends 
and teammates were fed, 
too.

Shelley’s existence 
was a privilege to this 
world. Regardless of any 
hardship she endured, 
her heart was pure. She 
was never hardened 
by anything she went 
through. She was kind, 
compassionate and full 
of love to give. She loved 
to joke with everyone 

and was known for giving 
people a run for their 
money. She will be deeply 
missed by her family and 
all who knew her.

She is survived by her 
children, Alison (Derek) 
Herron of Guthrie Center; 
Ashlee (Jeremy) Wolfe 
of Guthrie Center; Eric 
Hayes of Minot, North 
Dakota; and Valarie 
Levy of Jefferson; 17 
grandchildren, Brooke, 
Katelyn, Lane, Logan, 
Braelyn, Lillee, and 
Luke (Alison); Calleigh, 
Cordell, Cambree, and 
Cayla (Ashlee); Brayden, 
Riley, and Aria (Eric); 
Eva Mae, Kailynn, and 
Rosabelle (Valarie); 
siblings, Terry Kromrie 
of Guthrie Center; Mary 
(Troy) Busse of Guthrie 
Center; Mike Kromrie 
of Winterset; Becky 
(Andy) Boss of Stuart; 
Dan (Ginger) Kromrie 
of Dexter; and Jean 
(Devlun) Whiteing of 
Ida Grove. Also her very 
dear friend, Tracy (John) 
Beer of Panora. Shelley 
has numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
close friends whom she 
leaves behind.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
husband, Wayne.

A Celebration of Life 
was held from 4-8 p.m., 
Friday, April 4, 2025, 
at the Guthrie Center 
Activity Center, 209 State 
St., Guthrie Center.

Twigg Funeral Home, 
Guthrie Center, was 
entrusted with her 
services. n

SHELLEY 
HAYES
1966-2025
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“Jack” Jackie Lynn 
Stringer was born on Dec, 
2, 1941, and passed away 
peacefully, surrounded 
by his large, loving and 
loud family, on March 15, 
2025. The birth and death 
of this dedicated father 
and farmer are not nearly 
as relevant as the days he 
lived between those two 
dates.

Jack was born to Ralph 
and Jody (Mary Josephine 
Hoyt) Stringer on his Great 
Grandpa Stringer’s home 
place. In the spring of 
1942, the family moved 
just down the road to the 
farm of Rufus Couch, Jack’s 
other Great Grandpa. Jack 
and his sisters grew up in 
the house that their Great 
Grandpa built in 1909. Jack 
still owns the land he loved 
so much and was proud 
to have had both farms 
designated as Century 
Farms. His childhood farm 
is currently home to the 
sixth generation of Couch/
Stringer descendants.

Jack attended Beaver 
Country School through 

junior high and had 
fantastic stories to tell of 
the shenanigans that he, 
some cousins and other 
neighbor boys could 
instigate. For high school, 
Jack attended Guthrie 
Center Community High 
School. He loved playing 
sports and excelled in all 
of them. It was there where 
he met a cute cheerleader 
named Beverly Railsback, 
who would become 
the love of his life. He 
graduated from high school 
in 1960 and then attended 
an auto mechanical school 
in Omaha.

After several years 
of dating through high 
school, on July 16, 1961, he 
married that cheerleader. 
In the spring of 1962, Jack, 
Bev and baby John moved 
to the farm west of Wichita, 
where Jack lived, raised 
his family and farmed for 
63 years. They had two 
mischievous boys: John 
(1962) and Jimmy (1970), 
and one somewhat strong-
willed, bossy daughter, 
Brenda (1964). During the 
1980-81 school year, they 
welcomed an exchange 
daughter from Greece, 
Elizabeth Xanthopoulou. 
A lifetime of love and 
adventure spanned over 56 
years until Bev’s death in 
2017.

Jack was a very 
progressive farmer. In 
1969, he was selected 
as a soil conservation 
winner in the “Guthrie 
District Owner-Tenant 
Division” of The Des 
Moines Register contest, 
recognizing farmers 
practicing outstanding 
soil conservation. He 
served many years on 
the Soil Conservation 
Board. In the early 1970s, 
he was recognized as an 
outstanding Beef Producer.

The Guthrie County 
Fair was a huge part 
of the Stringer family 
life and tradition. Jack 
started as the Sheep 
Superintendent, then 
Swine Superintendent, and 
later served many years as 
a Fair Board member. Years 
and years of wonderful 
memories were made 
camping at the fair, riding 
motorcycles, and showing 
off Bev’s 1955.

Arm wrestling was a 45-
year family tradition. Jack 
started by taking John in 
1979 to the first of many 
years of competitions in 
Monster Arm Wrestling. It 
was just a matter of time 
before it became a family 
event, as Jimmy joined in 
at age 18, followed by many 
of the grandkids, and even 
a great-granddaughter in 
2023.

Jack has always felt a 
need for speed, whether 
in his Chevy cars or Mud 
Bog Trucks. In 1999, he 
started mud bog racing at 
Guthrie with a stock truck 
named “Grandpa’s Toy,” 
eventually graduating to 
a 1,000-horsepower truck 
in the Outlaw Class. At the 
age of 82, after 24 years of 
racing, he won his final 
race in 2023.

Farmers never retire, 
so when Jack finally 
slowed down his farming 
operation, he simply 
pivoted to another passion 
that he had put on hold — 
playing in the dirt. Doing 
dozer work, running the 
excavator, or buying calves 
at the sale barn and raising 
them at the farm was 
definitely his happy place.

Jack loved sports and 
livestock. He especially 
loved football and 
basketball, and watching 
grandkids play sports or 
show livestock at the fair 

was something he truly 
enjoyed. In recent years, 
his companion, Judee 
Eischeid, and her family 
joined him in life’s many 
adventures.

Immediate family 
waiting in heaven to 
welcome him are his wife, 
Bev; his parents; grandson, 
Jacob Stringer; and son-in-
law, David Christensen.

Jack left deep roots in 
the family who remain. 
His infectious laugh and 
giving heart will be missed 
by his loved ones: his 
children, John Stringer; 
Jimmy (Laurie) Stringer; 
Brenda (Michael) Esdohr; 
and exchange daughter, 
Elizabeth Xanthopoulou.

He leaves 10 grandkids: 
Lainey (Drew) Stringer 
(John’s daughter); 
Brea (Derek) Chaplin; 
Ashley (Wes) DeMaris; 
Cory (Heather) Esdohr; 
Elizabeth Esdohr; Ali 
Stringer (Brenda’s kids); 
Laurisa Stringer (Austin 
Fabian); LeAnna (Mason) 
Rasmussen; Jessica Stringer 
(Brandon Thomas); and 
Jenna (Dustin) Deist 
(Jimmy’s kids).

Twenty-seven great-
grandkids: John: Lilah 
(Jacob and Katie); Cooper, 
Emery, Griffin, Nora, 

and Juniper (Lainey and 
Drew); Brenda: Noah, 
Asher, Kaleb, Leah, Elijah, 
Rebekah, Benjamin, Jude, 
Sam, and new baby No. 10 
due in August (Brea and 
Derek); Olivia and Stella 
(Ashley and Wes); Sal, 
Niki and Lexi (Ali); Hally, 
Zach and Luke (Cory and 
Heather); Jimmy: Waylon 
and Landry (Laurisa and 
Austin); and Opal (LeAnna 
and Mason).

He is also survived by 
his three sisters, Mary 
Jo (Jim) Laughery, Barb 
Hambleton, and Martha 
(Rick) Buttler, as well 
as numerous nieces, 
nephews, and so many 
good friends.

Visitation was held on 
Monday, March 17, 2025, 
from 4- 8 p.m. at the Event 
Center at the Guthrie 
County Fairgrounds. 
Funeral services, officiated 
by Pastor David Morris, 
took place on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2025, at 10:30 
a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church in 
Guthrie Center.

Deb Menning 
accompanied the 
congregational hymn “It Is 
Well With My Soul,” while 
special music included 
“Monsters,” performed by 

LeAnna Rasmussen, Jenna 
Deist, and Jessica Stringer, 
along with two recorded 
songs, “In Color” and 
“Lead Me Home” by Jamey 
Johnson.

Interment followed 
at Monteith Cemetery 
in rural Guthrie Center. 
Pallbearers included 
grandsons-in-law: Andrew 
Stringer, Derek Chaplin, 
Wes DeMaris, Austin 
Fabian, Mason Rasmussen, 
Dustin Deist, Brandon 
Thomas, and step-
grandson Cory Esdohr. 
Honorary pallbearers 
were granddaughters: 
Lainey Stringer, Brea 
Chaplain, Ashley DeMaris, 
Laurisa Stringer, LeAnna 
Rasmussen, Jenna Deist, 
Jessica Stringer, step-
granddaughter-in-law 
Heather Esdohr, step-
granddaughter, Elizabeth 
Esdohr, and adopted 
daughter Ali Stringer.

Following the services 
on Tuesday, the family 
invited all guests to a 
time of fellowship and 
a luncheon at the Event 
Center at the Guthrie 
County Fairgrounds, 
catered by Café on the Hill 
in Guthrie Center. Online 
condolences may be left 
for the family at www.

‘JACK’ 
JACKIE LYNN 
STRINGER 
1941-2025
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Ronald L Stevens, 
better known as Ronnie to 
friends and family, 85, died 
peacefully March 13, 2025, 
at Thomas Rest Haven 
Nursing Home, Coon 
Rapids. He was born at 
home in Guthrie County on 
Feb. 24, 1940, the eldest son 
of Glenn E. Stevens and 
Lillian J. (Richey) Stevens.

Ronald graduated from 
Audubon High School, 
class of 1958. Following 
graduation, he served 
with the U.S. Navy through 
December 1963. Following 
his time in the U.S. Navy, 
he studied at the University 
of Minnesota, Duluth. 
After his correspondence 
with Josefina V. Daugdaug, 
they married in Cebu City, 
Cebu, Philippines, in 1974. 
They resided in Jefferson 
where Ron worked in 
manufacturing and was 
also self-employed. He was 
married to Josie until her 
death in 2021.

Ron enjoyed being 
physically active and 
outside in nature. He would 
often spend time at the 
local high school track and 
walking trails in Jefferson. 
He enjoyed reading and 
had an assorted collection 
of books and movies. 
Self-education was an 
important attribute that he 
passed on to his daughters. 
He wrote poetry and jokes. 
He often discussed movies 
and would readily debate 

politics and other social 
issues.

In addition to his 
parents and wife, he 
was predeceased by his 
daughter, Valerie.

He is survived by his 
daughter: Vanessa; his 
grandchildren: Kimora, 
Jaxon and Giovanni-Carlo; 
brothers: Kerry Stevens of 
Waukee, and Rick Stevens 
and his wife Peggy of 
Indianola; sister: Melodee 
Powers and her husband, 
Jay, of Newberg, Oregon; 
his nieces and nephews, 
great niece and great-great 
nephew.

Visitation was held from 
1-3 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 22, 2025, at Caldwell 
Parrish Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 1721 Park St., 
Perry, IA 50220. A service 
was held graveside at 
Union Cemetery, Guthrie 
Center following the 
visitation. Flowers and 
memorials can be sent to 
the funeral home. Online 
condolences may be left 
for the family at www.
caldwellparrish.com. n

RONALD L 
STEVENS
1940-2025
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Beverly Jean (Benton) 
Sheeder was born on April 
27, 1953, to Donald and 
Delia (Rasmussen) Benton 
in Guthrie Center. She 
passed away Wednesday, 
April 9, 2025, at her home. 

She attended Guthrie 
Center Schools and 
graduated in 1971. 
After high school, she 
attended the University 
of Iowa for three years 
then settled back in the 
Guthrie Center-Panora 
area. Beverly married Rick 
Sheeder on Sept. 29, 1996, 
under a small tree in their 
front yard surrounded 
by their children. Their 
home with Rick in rural 

Guthrie Center was her 
favorite place to be. It was 
especially important for 
Bev to make memories 
with their grandchildren 
in their home. Grandma 
Bev will be remembered 
for her smell of perfume, 
her fashionable clothes, 
her famous popcorn, her 
watchful eye, ice cream 
treats, tea parties and little 
girl dances. 

Bev was baptized a 
Jehovah Witness on June 
7, 1997. She enjoyed 
learning about Jehovah 
and educating others on 
Jehovah. Her belief in and 
understanding of Jehovah 
are what made the journey 
through her illness easier. 

Keeping up to date on 
fashion, finding a good 
bargain thrifting, and 
working in her flower 
beds were also things 
she enjoyed. Bev was 
especially fond of spending 
time with her husband. 
Frequent togetherness was 
spent going to the shooting 
range, trips to Des Moines, 
and spending time on 
the porch or in the grove 
enjoying the peacefulness 
of their home. 

Beverly worked several 
jobs through the years, but 
her favorite was working 
the past 13 years in the 
Guthrie Center Elementary 
School library. She knew 
the name of every child 

who went through the 
school, along with their 
lunch numbers. Bev 
enjoyed the silliness of the 
kids, the kids who walked 
backwards in line, and 
felt that children needed 
to enjoy every moment of 
being of kid. 

Beverly is proceeded 
in death by her parents, 
Donald and Delia Benton, 
and her in-laws, Gay and 
Viola Sheeder. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Rick; children, 
Sarah (Steve) Blakely and 
David (Paula) Sheeder; 
and six grandchildren, 
Regan (James) Stagg, 
Morgan Sheeder, Shae 
Allers, Tessa Sheeder, 
Bristol Sheeder, and (little) 
Steve Blakely along with 
two great-grandchildren, 
Estes and Lydon. She is 
also survived by sister, 
Barb (Merv) Krakau, sister-
in-law Terri (Darwin) 
Holmes, and brother-
in-law, Randy (Mary) 
Sheeder, along with many 
nieces and nephews. 

Beverly Jean Sheeder 
will be greatly missed, 
but her memories will be 
cherished by those who 
knew and loved her. 

Memorial services will 
be 6 p.m., Thursday, April 
17, 2025, at the Twigg 
Funeral Home in Panora 
with visitation starting at 4 
p.m. n

BEVERLY JEAN 
SHEEDER 
1953-2025
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SUBMIT YOUR JOB LISTING ON OUR 
FREE GUTHRIE COUNTY JOB BOARD!

Find local candidates • Easily submit your job listings online

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA, 104 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, GUTHRIE CENTER, 641-332-2707

www.guthriecentertimes.com

Call Today for A Quote!  Call Today for A Quote!  
641-757-0893641-757-0893

DNR Licensed Septic Pumper & Time of Transfer Inspector
Family Owned and Operated Since 1977
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Q: CAN I STILL USE MY FIRE PIT 
WHEN A BURN BAN IS IN EFFECT?

A: A burn ban means conditions are drier 
than normal and fire risk is much higher. A 
countywide burn ban may be issued by the 
State Fire Marshal when a majority of fire 
chiefs in the county concur. Individual cities 
or fire districts may also issue a burn ban for 
specific areas.

During a countywide burn ban, campfires, 
fire pits and backyard fireplaces are generally 
still allowed, assuming safe practices are 
used. Check for city, campground or park 
regulations to be sure. Penalties for violating 
a burn ban may include up to 30 days in 
jail and/or fines of $105 to $800. During 
a burn ban, local fire chiefs are able to 
approve permits for controlled burns. More 
information about burn bans is available 
from the Adair/Guthrie County Emergency 
Management Agency or from Guthrie 
County’s website (guthriecounty.gov).

Q: WHEN WAS THE FIRST 
GUTHRIE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
BUILT IN GUTHRIE COUNTY?

A: Although the first county seat was 
Panora, the construction of the first brick 
courthouse started in 1877 in Guthrie Center 
at a cost of $30,000.

Q: I READ THAT PHEASANTS ARE 
NOT NATIVE TO THIS AREA. IF 
THAT IS TRUE, THEN HOW DID 
THEY GET HERE?

A: According to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, pheasants are not native 
to this area or the United States at all, but 
they seem to have found a home in the 
Plains and upper Midwest. Iowa’s birds can 
be traced back to a wind storm in 1901 that 
damaged William Benton’s private game 

farm in Cedar Falls, liberating around 2,000 
pheasants. Rumor had it, Benton obtained 
his stock from a Tacoma, Washington, 
importer. That unintentional release was 
followed by intentional stockings in 1908-
09 by private landowners in Kossuth and 
O’Brien counties that helped the exotic 
birds get a foothold in northern Iowa. By 
1910, the state Conservation Commission 
got involved, purchasing 6,200 eggs and 
distributed them to farmers in 82 counties. 
Farmers would often have hen houses where 
the pheasant eggs would be placed alongside 
chicken eggs.

Q: WAS DALMANUTHA ONCE A 
TOWN?

A: According to discoverguthriecounty.
org, Dalmanutha, which was laid out in 1855, 
became a business place of importance 
along the Western Coach stage line. The 
Porter Hotel was a well-known stop along the 
Underground Railroad, and it is believed that 
the famous abolitionist, John Brown, stopped 
there on his way to Harper’s Ferry. Once the 
railroad lines were laid out in the southern 
portion of the county and the town was 
bypassed, Dalmanutha’s importance soon 
faded, as did its population. Today, nothing 
remains of the town except for the cemetery.

Q: WHAT EXACTLY IS THE M&M 
DIVIDE?

A: The Missouri and Mississippi Divide, 
located about 7 miles west of Guthrie Center 
along the Western Skies Scenic Byway, is 
a topographically high area between two 
watersheds known as a hydrologic divide. 
At this location, the water to the west flows 
to the Missouri River, and water to the east 
flows to the Mississippi River. The elevation is 
1,440 feet. n

Submit your questions at 
www.guthriecentertimes.com or 
email shane@gctimesnews.com. ASK

320 State Street, Guthrie Center320 State Street, Guthrie Center

We are looking for new Artists Interested?  Give us a Call!

Follow us on Facebook! • (641) 332-2267

SHOP LOCAL!SHOP LOCAL!
Stop in to see all the beautiful 

new art and support local artists.
Handmade, One of a Kind.

www.guthriecentertimes.com

http://guthriecounty.gov
http://discoverguthriecounty.org
http://discoverguthriecounty.org
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50 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie Center Times, April 23, 1975
50-YEAR MASON: Gerald Laughery of Lake Panorama 
recently was presented his 50-year Masonic pin by Or-
ange Lodge No. 123 A.F. & A.M., Guthrie Center. Pres-
ent for the ceremony were three of Laughery’s brothers. 
In rear, from left, are Wayne and Lloyd of Guthrie Center 
and Burdette of Bayard.

20 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie Center Times, April 6, 2005
COUNTY AUDITOR : John Rutledge explains why the 
board of supervisors reduced the number of voting 
precincts from 18 to 8. It’s strictly a matter of saving 
money. From left to right: Rutledge, supervisors Larry 
Laughery, Jim Petersen and Lonnie Bench. 

30 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie Center Times, April 12, 1995
GCHS NAMES EIGHT NHS INDUCTEES: Eight Guthrie 
Center High School juniors were inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society last Tuesday. They were, front row, 
from left, Heather Readinger, Katy Snyder, Tawnia Sheed-
er and Jenni Wedemeyer. Back row, Kim Holle, Luke 
Wells, A.J. Menefee and Courtney Bosier.

YESTER YEARS
.COMPILED.BY.CHERYL.CASTILE

40 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie Center Times, April 17, 1985
REAPS TOP HONORS: Rod Baier, Guthrie Center High 
School senior, won three first-place awards at the West 
Central 8 Conference Art Fair at Earlham Monday. In 
March, he won the “Best of Show” award at the West 
Central Art Fair at Carroll. Baier has received a $500 
scholarship to attend the Fashion and Art Institute of 
Dallas at Omaha.

5 YEARS AGO

Guthrie County Times Vedette, March 19, 2020
GUTHRIE CENTER NATIVE TAKES COMMAND OF 
NAVY WARSHIP: Cmdr. Kathryn J. Dawley takes com-
mand of the USS Hopper from Cmdr. Holman R. Agard 
during a change of command ceremony aboard the ship 
on April 3. Dawley, a 1992 graduate of Guthrie Center 
High School, is the daughter of Lyle and Roxana McCool 
of Bagley. n

10 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie Center Times, April 1, 2015
LEGO CARS: Gaberial Readinger, 12, of Guthrie Center 
(left) and Stone Cash, 10, of Guthrie Center, contemplate 
their Lego cars during the Mary J. Barnett Memorial Li-
brary’s Lego club March 26.

www.guthriecentertimes.com
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ROOF BLOWS OFF 
IN GUTHRIE CENTER

BY RICH WICKS 
Guthrie Center Times

On Friday evening, March 14, a strong storm 
brought powerful straight-line winds through 
Guthrie County and much of Iowa. In Guth-
rie Center, the strong winds blew a roof off 
the building at 111 S. Third St. and left it on a 
neighboring building and power lines.

Firefighters worked to remove the roof in 
sections. Fortunately, no injuries were report-
ed.

Agencies at the scene 
included Guthrie Center 
Fire Department, Panora 
Fire Department, Guth-
rie County Emergency 
Management, Panora 
EMS, Guthrie Center Utili-
ties Department, Guthrie 
Center Streets Depart-
ment, Guthrie County 
Sheriff Department, and 
Alliant Energy. n
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Need that Ugly Stump 
to Disappear…?

is it driving you nuts!?
T I M  S C H A F E R

STUMP 
GRINDING
Call Us Today! 
641.740.2752

1459 WHITE POLE RD. PO BOX 518,  ADAIR IA

Why not “chews”

Auto Collision Repair Services • Auto Paint Services • Auto Body Work

No matter how your car gets damaged, we’ll  
make sure it gets fixed right. No short cuts. No compromises. 
And remember, where you get your car repaired is NOT your 

insurance company’s decision, it’s yours.

So make the right choice. 
Olson’s Body & Paint, we do that!

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

515-987-1735

555 W Hickman Rd, Waukee 

42 YEARS OF SERVICE

RELIABLE  
AUTO BODY 

SERVICES

RELIABLE  
AUTO BODY 

SERVICES
SINCE 1980



GUTHRIE CENTER TIMESPAGE 34  | APRIL 2025

COMMUNITY

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Guthrie Center Times

A congregate meals program has been 
available in Guthrie Center for many 
years. Kim Betts, food and nutrition 
services manager at the Guthrie County 
Hospital, has been coordinating the 
program for 16 years. 

Meals are prepared and served 
Monday through Friday at Sneakers Café 
in the Guthrie County Hospital. 

“We serve an average of 10 to 15 people 
daily at the meal site, with most of those 
from Guthrie Center and a few from 

Panora,” Betts says. “Meals delivered 
to Guthrie Center residents currently 
averages 24, with an average of 12 meals 
delivered in Panora.”  

Congregate meals and home-delivered 
meals are funded by donations and 
by the Elderbridge Agency on Aging. 
Elderbridge covers 29 Iowa counties, 
including Guthrie County. 

The home-delivery service isn’t 
technically called Meals on Wheels, but 
that is the name most people recognize. 
The meals site in Guthrie Center only 
delivers within the city limits of Guthrie 
Center and Panora. There also is a meal 
site in Stuart that provides home delivery. 

“To be eligible for meals, the individual 
must be 60 years of age or older,” Betts 
says. “To have a meal delivered, the 
individual also must have a reason why 
it is too difficult to come to the meal site. 
There is a registration form that needs to 
be filled out when someone starts and 
then needs to be completed annually.”  

MEALS PROGRAM HELPS 
SENIORS IN GUTHRIE CENTER

Sheryl Clark shows the two bags of food she will deliver to seniors in Guthrie 
Center. One bag holds hot food, and the other has cold items. Volunteers also 
receive a list of names with addresses and any special instructions when they pick 
up food bags at the Sneakers Café in the Guthrie County Hospital.

Congregate meals and 
home-delivered meals 
are funded by donations 
and by the Elderbridge 
Agency on Aging.

SPECIAL TO GUTHRIE CENTER TIMES

www.guthriecentertimes.com

THINKING ABOUT SPRING CLEANING…
DON’T FORGET YOUR CAR!

ALL SEASONS CAR WASHALL SEASONS CAR WASH
601 W. MAIN STREET & 302 E. MAIN STREET, PANORA

Remember our Value Cards are always 
available at our change dispensing machine.

CALL US FOR CATERING & GROUP MEALS!

FFRRIIDDAAYY  NNIIGGHHTT  FFIISSHH  FFRRYY

(641) 332-2310
2003 State St., Guthrie Center
MON•WED•THU•FRI•SUN 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS 5-8PM (Tuesday & Saturday CLOSED)

Breakfast  & Lunch
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Known for our hot beef & homestyle lunch specials

OPEN AT 7:00AM FOR BREAKFAST
Biscuits & Gravy • Pancakes • Bacon • Cinnamon Rolls • MORE!

ALL YOU CAN EAT 
FISH FRIDAY 5-8 

plus other dinner options available
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Betts says the Guthrie Center meals site 
uses a four-week rotational menu with 
a goal of providing a third of the daily 
nutritional needs for older adults. 

“We try to have a meat, starch, 
vegetable and a fruit daily,” she says. 
“Some days, we have dessert. For 

example, one day we might have 
meatloaf, red mashed potatoes, green 
beans, grapes and chocolate cake. 
Another day might be goulash, buttered 
corn, mixed fruit and a dinner roll. It’s 
hard to please everyone. I try to have a 
variety of foods that the majority like.” 

Volunteers can get a free meal at 
Sneakers on days they deliver. 

Meals are picked up around 11:15 a.m. 
at Sneakers Café. Volunteers are given 
two bags with food; one has hot food, 
and the other has cold items. They also 
receive a list of names with addresses 
and any special instructions. They take 
food to the door, knock and announce 
themselves. Some people come to the 
door, while some ask the volunteer to 
come in and place the meal on a table. 
There is no meal delivery on major 
holidays or during inclement weather. 

The program does not charge for meals, 
but donations from clients for their meals 
help with the cost of the service.

“The congregate and home delivered 
meals program is donation based,” 
Betts says. “This means no matter what 
the meals actually cost, we do not send 
out bills or charge a specific amount. If 
someone needs a number to go by, we 
recommend $5 per meal, however, that is 
just a suggestion. Most people getting a 
meal pay an average of $3 per meal.” n

Jean Densmore is one of many 
volunteers who deliver meals to seniors 
who live in the Guthrie Center city limits.
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WWW.DAMONCRANDALL.COM 
515.729.8378  DAMON@EXITCOUNTRYREALTY.COM

READY? SET.  SOLD!

CONTACT ME TODAY!
BUYING OR 

 SELLING?

Selling your home can be easy and I can help.  
Don’t waste time on the fence, call today!

CLEAN, BEAUTIFUL, 
AND DURABLE

SCHEDULE A FREE 
ESTIMATE!

712.792.6416 
kjanningflooring@gmail.com

18132 Highway 71 North, Carroll

ENDLESS COLOR 
POSSIBILITIES!

Garages, 
Machine Sheds, 

Offices,  
Kitchens  
and more

Kenneth Janning & Sons, Inc. 

EPOXY 
FLOORING

EPOXY • QUARTZ • TERRAZZO FLOORING

HarmannHarmann
Excavating

LEAVE THE LEAVE THE 
HARD WORK HARD WORK 
TO US! TO US! 

Matt Harmann, Owner

WATER & SEWER

TRENCHING

BACKHOE SERVICE

BASEMENTS

TRUCKING

641-755-3640 • Cell 641-757-0907
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MARY J. BARNETT LIBRARY NEWS
.400.GRAND.ST..IN.GUTHRIE.CENTER...|...641-747-8110...|...MJBLIB@GUTHRIECENTER.LIB.IA.US...|...WWW.GUTHRIECENTER.LIB.IA.US.

BY KAREN KELLY
Special to Guthrie Center Times

If you don’t have a library card yet, 
now is the perfect time to get one. If you 
already have a card, come on in and 
see all the fantastic things we have go-
ing on. We have just refreshed our chil-
dren’s area with new, neurodivergent-
friendly furnishings that provide com-
fort for everyone.

We have loads of fun programs for 
both adults and kids, so there’s some-
thing for everyone. If you’re looking for 
a warm, welcoming place to hang out, 
the library is ready to welcome you. 
You can check out computers, browse 
through our selection of magazines, or 
join a community jigsaw puzzle while 
enjoying a nice cup of coffee.

Need a quiet spot to focus? Our small 

meeting room is available for you to re-
serve, whether you are studying, work-
ing or having a Zoom meeting. Don’t 
forget to check out the beautiful quilts 
and intriguing collections that our 
wonderful patrons share for display 
each month. We can’t wait to see you at 
the library. 

The library has many resources for 
you besides the vast selection of chil-
dren’s books, adult books, audiobooks 
and DVDs to check out. Laptops, tab-
lets and hotspots are also available to 
check out. We have cake pans and can-
dy molds to borrow. Homeschool fami-
lies are welcome to participate in our 
sharing library of homeschool books 
and materials. Patrons who have an in-
terest in astronomy can check out our 
telescope.

For fans of ebooks, digital magazines 

and audiobooks, use your library card 
to access the app called Libby; this app 
will give you access to thousands of re-
sources.  

These are just a few of the many rea-
sons that you might be drawn to the 
Mary J. Barnett Library. Stop by this 
week to celebrate the library and the 
many people who support it including 
our Friends of the Guthrie Center Li-
brary, the Library Board, and our many 
volunteers who make the library so 
special. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS
MJB Library will be hosting several 

new STEM activities for youth of all 
ages. Be sure to register online or by 
calling or emailing the library. All ages 
are welcome for these events. Some of 
the activities have advanced options; 
teens can also mentor younger partici-
pants.

On Monday, April 21, the youth mov-

MORE THAN JUST BOOKS ie “Moana 2” will be playing at 12:30 
p.m. Following the movie, there will be 
some activities and coloring activities. 
At 3:30 p.m., the Guthrie Center STEM 
lab will be making sail cars.      

Creation Corner will be happening 
on Wednesday, April 30, at 2 p.m. Youth 
will be engaging in an art activity. 

Fridays at 10 a.m., MJB Library holds 
a Preschool Story Hour. Preschoolers 
and their caregivers are invited to at-
tend to enjoy stories and crafts center-
ing around a particular theme. Flowers 
will be the topic of April 11’s story hour, 
while Easter is the subject of April 18. 
April 25 will focus on rainbows. 

ADULT PROGRAMS
Cribbage meets each Monday morn-

ing and the Bridge Class/Club each 
Wednesday; both groups meet from 
9-11 a.m. and welcome newcomers. 

Card-Making club, led by Judi Zim-
merline, will meet on the third Thurs-

www.guthriecentertimes.com
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Cindy Steensen’s intricate quilt is on loan 
to the library through the month of April. 
The pattern is Celestial Garden. Cindy 
created this quilt using strip pricing and 
paper piecing; it was quilted by Laura 
Brenner. 

day of the month from 9-11 a.m. All 
supplies and materials required to 
make lovely, one-of-a-kind greeting 
cards will be provided for the $5 cost 
for each class. 

At 6:30 on Thursday, April 17, Cook-
book Club will be meeting to discuss 
the Taste of Home Copycat cookbook. 
Stop by the library to pick out a recipe 
to make and share with the group on 
April 17. 

Reads Well With Others evening 
book club will meet at 5 p.m. to discuss 
“The Briar Club,” a haunting and pow-
erful story of female friendships and 
secrets in a Washington, D.C., board-
inghouse set during the McCarthy era. 
Everyone in this all-woman board-
inghouse keeps to themselves until 
the lovely widow Grace March moves 
into the attic room and draws her odd 
collection of neighbors into unlikely 
friendships. 

Be sure to sign up for the Guthrie 
County ISU Extension program, Win-
dow Floral Box Planter, in the Taylor 
Meeting room on Tuesday, April 29, at 
5:15 p.m.  Participants will be planting 
a floral window box to take home. Sign 
up soon to secure your spot. A $15 reg-
istration fee is required. 

Friends of the Library will have their 
regular meeting at 6:15 p.m. on Mon-
day, May 5. The meeting topic will fo-
cus on the June 14 golf tournament. 
Registration for the tournament is 

open at the library website. 
Be sure to explore the seed library at 

MJB Library. We encourage people to 
take some seeds for their gardens. We 
have herbs, vegetables and flowers. Pa-
trons are welcome to donate any left-
over seeds to the library. After harvest, 
seeds that have been saved and dried 
are welcomed.

As people are spring cleaning, the 
library would welcome donations of 
Guthrie Center High School Yearbooks, 
LEGOs and Hot Wheel cars and tracks. n

PH
OT

OS
 SP

EC
IAL

 TO
 GU

TH
RIE

 CE
NT

ER
 TI

ME
S

www.guthriecentertimes.com

The new furniture in the children’s section of the library is being enjoyed by patrons 
of all ages. New seating purchased with the donation from the Friends of the 
Library, using funds from 10 Squared Women, provides a cozy spot for caregivers to 
enjoy reading with their youngsters.

OVER $372,350 DONATED TO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS SINCE 2017!

102 Women 
on a Mission

Looking to be involved and contribute to the community?

BECOME A 
MEMBER TODAY!

Meet new people, make new friends!

• Quarterly meetings
• Local organization benefit
• Each member $100/quarter
•  One organization benefits per quarter after 

vote receiving over $10,000!
• Members nominate organization

Email 10squaredgc@gmail.com to sign up today!

Follow Facebook for group details & meetings!
/10squaredwomengc

MAY 27 |  5:30 p.m. at Twin Vines Vineyard 
2821 IA-44, Panora

AUG 27 | 5:30 p.m. at TBD

NOV. 18 |  5:30 p.m. at TBD

Join us at 
our next 
meeting!

GUTHRIE COUNTY

DON’T GET BUGGED DON’T GET BUGGED 
THIS SUMMERTHIS SUMMER

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Aydan Galivan  •  Jamie Galivan

Panora, IA

GIVE US A CALL, WE HANDLE THEM ALL!

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated
——

Free estimates and no contractsFree estimates and no contracts
— — 

Licensed and InsuredLicensed and Insured
——

All work is guaranteedAll work is guaranteed
——

Products used are people Products used are people 
and pet friendlyand pet friendly

WE RID YOUR HOME OF:
ANTS & FLIES

BED BUGS
WASPS

COCKROACHES
SPIDERS 

RODENTS
& MORE! 

I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea 
control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect 

for your next outdoor party or gathering!for your next outdoor party or gathering!
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BY JOLENE GOODMAN
Guthrie Center Times

When our girls were younger, and we 
were running from one activity to the next 
seemingly every night, we treated our-
selves, often to Chinese take-out. Shane 
and the girls loved the sweet sauce on 
orange chicken. My choice was cashew 
chicken, and we all devoured the fried rice. 

We like Asian food, but, it has not been 
something I cook at home. This recipe 
caught my eye the other day, so I thought I 
would test it out. My family loved it! 

I appreciate this Asian ground tur-
key bowl recipe for its perfect balance of 
flavors and textures. The savory turkey, 
cooked with garlic, ginger, hoisin sauce 
and soy sauce, brings a rich base that pairs 
well with the freshness of crunchy veg-
etables. It is a healthy yet satisfying dish 
with lean ground turkey providing a great 

source of protein. 
I also appreciate how 

customizable it is. You 
may choose to add a lit-
tle spice with sriracha or 
keep it mild. Adjust the 
flavors to your taste. The 
rice gives it a comforting 
feel, while the vibrant 
toppings — like cucum-
bers and lettuce — add 
just the right amount of 
crunch. It is one of those meals that feels 
indulgent but is actually good for you with 
only 366 calories and 32 grams of protein 
per serving. 

Enjoy and let me know what you think. n

Jolene Goodman is the advertising 
director for Guthrie Center Times and 
vice president of Big Green Umbrella 
Media.

RECIPE

ASIAN GROUND TURKEY BOWL 
IS HEALTHY AND FLAVORFUL

Jolene 
Goodman

ASIAN GROUND TURKEY BOWL 

Ingredients
• 2 pounds lean ground turkey
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 red pepper, diced
• 1 green pepper, diced
• 4 green onions, chopped
• 1.5 cups carrots, shredded
• .5 cup water chestnuts, chopped
• 4 teaspoons minced ginger
• 4 teaspoons minced garlic
• 4 tablespoons low sodium soy sauce
• .75 cup hoisin sauce
• 2 tablespoons rice vinegar
• 2 tablespoons sesame oil
• 4 cups rice (any variety – I use Jas-

mine)
• 1-2 cups lettuce, finely chopped
• 1-2 cups cucumbers, diced

 Directions
Make sauce by 

combing hoisin 
sauce, soy sauce, rice 
vinegar and sesame 
oil. Save for later.

Heat olive oil over 
medium high heat. 
Add turkey once hot and brown for 3-5 min-
utes. Push the turkey to the sides of the pan. 
Add red and green bell peppers, green onions, 
water chestnuts, garlic and ginger. Stir together 
and cook for 4-7 minutes. Cook until turkey is 
cooked. The vegetables should be tender-crisp.

Add sauce and cook 2-3 minutes. Sauce 
will thicken and coat the turkey and veg-
etables nicely. Serve turkey and vegetables 
on top of a bed of rice. Top with lettuce and 
cucumbers. You can add additional carrots 
and green onions if desired. Serves eight. n

www.guthriecentertimes.com

Scan the QR 
code for your 

FREE QUOTE:

www.foxcountertopsdsm.com
10052 Justin Drive Suite A, Urbandale • 515-410-1316 

11415 Centennial Rd, La Vista, NE • 531-466-2526

TWO GREAT 
SHOWROOMS 

in Iowa & Nebraska!
Our attention to detail, customer service and reliability is 
what has people coming back and referring their friends.

G E T  A  F R E E

P R I C E 
U P G R A D E
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WHERE IS IT?

LAST MONTH’S PHOTO

The answer for the location 
of the vehicle in the photo in 
last month’s contest is Frontier 
Outfitters at 1503 310th Road, 
north of Adair. Kim Wedemeyer 
was the first person with 
the correct answer. Have a 
guess on where this month’s 
photographed image is at? 
Have a photo 
to submit for 
future issues? 
Send to shane@
gctimesnews.
com. n

www.guthriecentertimes.com

Sunday, May 25 @ 7 pm  •  Sunday, June 22 @ 7pm
Friday, Aug 1 Panorama Days @ 7pm  •  Sunday, Sept. 7 @ 6pm

OnlyOnly $$22!22!
Includes 2 Glasses of  Wine/Beer, Yoga Class, Charcuterie cup from 

Tripple Berry Farms.

Wine & Yoga Summer Kickoff Series

mailto:shane@gctimesnews.com
mailto:shane@gctimesnews.com
mailto:shane@gctimesnews.com
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AREA CHURCH GUIDE
.SUBMIT.CHANGES.OR.UPDATES.TO.SHANE@GCTIMESNEWS.COM

ADAIR

Adair First Presbyterian Church 
405 Audubon St., Adair

Adair United Methodist Church 
404 Cass St., Adair  
641-746-2210 
www.umc.org/en/find-a-church/
church?id=50556

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
1107 Broad St., Adair  
641-742-3802 
http://goodshepherdadair.com

New Life Baptist Church 
218 Audubon St, Adair, IA 50002 
www.newlifeadair.org 
Our messages:  
www.newlifeadair.org/videos

Saint John Catholic Church 
501 Adair St., Adair 
515-742-3230 
https://adairstjohn.org

CASEY

St. John Lutheran Church 
104 E. First St., Casey 
641-746-2734 
www.idwlcms.org/congregation.php?id=29

Casey United Methodist Church 
100 E. 2nd St., Casey  
641-746-221

GUTHRIE CENTER

Bowman Chapel United Methodist Church 
2397 Bowman Ave., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2408

First Christian Church 
105 N. Fourth St., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2571 
Christian.org

First United Methodist Church 
405 Prairie St., Guthrie Center  
641-332-2408 
www.gcumcia.org

First Presbyterian Church 
701 State St., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2425

Guthrie Center First Baptist 
Church 
113 N. Fifth St., Guthrie Center  
641-747-8198 
www.guthriecenterbaptist.com

Guthrie Center Seventh-day 
Adventist Church 
1305 North St., Guthrie Center 
641-322-2778 
www.guthriecentersda.com

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
713 N. 12th St., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2918 
www.immanuelgc.org

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 
1300 Grand St., Guthrie Center  
515-747-8524 
www.jw.org

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
603 Main St., Guthrie Center  
641-747-3843 
st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com n

www.guthriecentertimes.com

218 W. Main Street, Panora, IA 50216 | 641.755.2377 | sunsetrealtyia.com Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa

Dave Wagler 
Broker Associate
641.757.1204

Angie Worth 
Broker Associate/Owner

712.249.4067

Leslie Anderson 
Realtor/ 

Transaction Admin

Laura Kemble 
Owner/Broker

641.757.0287

Ben Hayes 
Realtor

641.757.2858

APRIL SHOWINGSAPRIL SHOWINGSAPRIL SHOWINGSAPRIL SHOWINGS

MAY MAY 
CLOSINGS!CLOSINGS!

MAY MAY 
CLOSINGS!CLOSINGS!

B R I N G

Scan
 Here!

Scan
 Here!

CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP SELL YOUR PROPERTY!
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DELICIOUS FOOD DELICIOUS FOOD 
& GOOD VIBES.& GOOD VIBES.

THE CAPTAIN’S PICK IS READY TO WELCOME YOU WITH

NOW OPEN AT LAKE PANORAMA NATIONAL RESORT

DELICIOUS FOOD DELICIOUS FOOD 
& GOOD VIBES.& GOOD VIBES.

CURRENT KITCHEN HOURS
Wed-Sat: 4 PM - 9 PM  |  
BAR MAY STAY OPEN LATER!

Sun: 11 AM - 4 PM 

Follow us on Facebook 
for updated kitchen 
hours & menus!  

5071 Clover Ridge Rd, Lake Panorama  •  (641) 755-2100 • TheCaptainsPick.com

Date/Time Camp Theme 
(Grade Completed)

Cost 

June 5th   
9am–12pm

Up, Down, 
Spin Around 

K-3rd
$20

June 12th   
9am–2pm

Science of 
BBQ 

4th–8th
$25

June 19th   
9am–12pm

Fun with Bots 
K–3rd

$20

June 26th   
9am–2pm

Ag Everyday 
4th–8th

$20

July 10th   
9am–12pm

Kids in the 
Kitchen 

K–3rd
$20

Date/Time Camp Theme 
(Grade Completed)

Cost 

July 17th   
9:30am–3:30pm

Clover Cookie 
Factory 
4th–8th

$25

July 22nd   
9am–12pm

Growing in the 
Garden 
4th–12th

$25

July 24th   
9am–12pm

Art Explosion 
K–3rd

$20

July 29th 
1pm–4pm

Hour at the 
Fair K–3rd

$20

July 31st 
9am–2pm

Ricochet 
6th–8th

$25

**ALL Camps will be held at the Guthrie County Extension Office, unless noted otherwise **
The fees for service will be used to off-set direct expenses and to support the 4-H Youth Development County Extension Program

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full 
non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, 

go to www.extension.iastate.edu/legal
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EVENT

HOW FAST COULD 
YOU SPEND $100?

BY RICH WICKS 
Guthrie Center Times

On the morning of March 21, the Guthrie 
County Farm Bureau held its annual Gro-
cery Cart Races fundraiser event at Home-
town Foods in Guthrie Center. Teams com-
peted to race through the store and “shop” 
for groceries to total as close to $100 as pos-
sible without going over $100. Teams had 

a base of four minutes to 
shop but also earned extra 
time by correctly answer-
ing quiz questions imme-
diately before the shop-
ping began.

The annual event had 
a goal of raising $3,000 to 
support local food pan-
tries. n

SCAN TO 
SEE MORE 
PHOTOS 

AND 
VIDEOS.

RICH W
ICKS | GUTHRIE CENTER TIMES

www.guthriecentertimes.com

JOIN MORE THAN 2,200 
OTHERS WHO NOW SUBSCRIBE 

TO OUR DIGITAL EDITIONS!

IT’S EASY!

SEE WHAT ALL THE 
BUZZ     IS ABOUT!

104 Industrial Road, Guthrie Center   |   641-332-2707   |   www.gctimesnews.com

Point your 
smartphone camera 
at the code and tap 
the prompt on the 
screen to follow  
the link.

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
78237XDS    separately $300.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 57%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be 

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales 
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78237XDS

Order 
Now!

Scan Now To Order

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $22 value!
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DISCLAIMER: This publication does 
not knowingly accept advertising 
that is deceptive, fraudulent, or 
which might otherwise violate the 
law or accepted standards of taste. 
However, this publication does not 
warrant or guarantee the accuracy 
of any advertisement, or the quality 
of the goods or services advertised. 
Readers are cautioned to thorough-
ly investigate all claims made in 
any advertisement and to use good 
judgment and reasonable care, par-
ticularly when dealing with persons 
unknown to you who ask for money 
in advance of delivery of the goods 
or services advertised. 

WANT TO BUY
WANT TO BUY your manufactured 
or mobile home 1990 and newer 
CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 
641-672-2344 (mcn)

AUCTIONS
WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. “Your 
Locally Owned, Full-Service 
Auction Company” MACHINERY 
CONSIGNMENT SALE, MONDAY, 
APRIL 7TH, 2025 9 A.M. CALL TO 
CONSIGN TODAY! 641-398-2218. 
Hwy 218, Floyd, IA. www. wright-
zauctionco.com (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 1-844-
588-6535. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist 
the blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030 
today! (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-888-429-2331 
today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If 
you are overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can save! 
1-866-472-7954. (mcn)
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up 
for Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, Paramount 
+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-

1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you 
owe! FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 1-833-
650-5916. (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258. 
(mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-2411. 
(mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows 
that a majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. Let us 
show you how much you can save. 
Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to connect to 
the right provider. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home war-
ranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fix it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that 
fits your budget! Call: 1-877-743-
7971(mcn)
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION: A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 

your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-750-5574. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call! (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 1-855-315-1216. 
(mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today 
schedule a FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-844-588-6590. (mcn)
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-855-315-1330. 
(mcn)
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s 
first offer. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-888-767-0798(mcn)
YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 
52-63 years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health condition that 
prevents you from working for a 
year or more. Call now! 1-888-924-
0449. (mcn)
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (mcn)
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. (mcn)
Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installa-
tion and service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)
The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-

1178. (mcn)
Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer- up to 
50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. (mcn)
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 877-326-
1608. (mcn)
Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby gen-
erators - the most powerful home 
standby generators available. 
Industry-leading comprehensive 
warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) 
Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-518-0356. 
(mcn)
Reach over 1.5 million homes for 
just $249! Advertise your business 
or item with a classified ad in the 
Midwest Free Community Papers. 
Simple, cost-effective, and power-
ful. One call, and you’re done! Boost 
your visibility now! 888-899-6327. 
(mcn)
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 world 
class wines (and bonus gifts) for 
ONLY $79.99 (plus s/h.) Save $160! 
12 new wine selections plus a 
FREE $25 Omaha Steaks E-reward 
card every three months. Cancel 
anytime. 100% guarantee! Call 
1-877-201-4648 and mention code 
AGJF002 or visit www.GetOSWine.
com/sip140. (mcn)
SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-462-
2330. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-349-1639. 
(mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 1-888-815-5873. 
(mcn)
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 

Mandolins / Banjos. 1-855-399-
2203. (mcn)

AUTOS/MISC
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 
(ACP)

MISCELLANEOUS
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 877-305-1535 
(ACP)
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277 (ACP)
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit cards. 
Medical bills. Car loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call 
National Debt Relief and find out 
how to pay off your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what you owe! Free 
quote: Call 1-844-955-4930 (ACP)
We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-844-877-5833 (ACP)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today! 1-833-399-3595 (ACP)
Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your assets now 
for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-
7951 (ACP)
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/25.) 1-844-501-320 (ACP)
MobileHelp America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long 
term contracts! Free brochure! Call 
1-888-489-3936 (ACP)
Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
3 styles & multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off 
install + Additional 10% off install 
(military, health & 1st responders.) 
1-833-370-1234 (ACP)
Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the larg-
est carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees free activation. All 

plans feature unlimited talk & text, 
starting at just $20/mo. Call 1-877-
751-0866 (ACP)
DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405 (ACP)
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free info package & learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. 833-308-1971 (ACP)
Bath & shower updates in as little 
as 1 day! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & military discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189 (ACP)
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936 (ACP)
Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400+ procedures. 
Real dental insurance - not just 
a discount plan. Get your free 
Information Kit with details! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258 (ACP)
Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Call for free 
author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads (ACP)
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
free 5-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (ACP)

SERVICE DIRECTORY
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (ACP)
Water damage cleanup & resto-
ration: A small amount of water 
can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call! (ACP) n
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