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How Do You Wake Up Most Mornings?
By: Steve Lindquist

How do you wake up most mornings? Do you use an alarm of some sort? Do you hit
snooze once, twice, seven times? Do you lie in bed to “thaw out” for a few minutes or do
you get right up? There are obviously many ways to wake up, but most of us probably lie in
bed for a moment to orient ourselves. As you start the process of orienting yourself, do you
begin to think about your day and all that is before you? Where do your thoughts go as your
mind becomes alert?
We have a choice to make every day, every morning when we wake up. Will it be God or
will it be self?
It is amazing how quickly we can make ourselves, our schedules, or our to-do lists first in
our thoughts and priorities. How often do we think of ourselves first and then maybe later at
some point give a passing thought to God whom we proclaim as Lord and Savior?
What about you? What is foremost in your mind and heart when you wake up? Who comes
first? How do you spend the start of your day? Over the next couple days we are going to
look at a practical way we can choose each day to be less self-focused and more Godfocused.
Begin today by taking a moment to identify the things, the thoughts, the activities, or the
emotions that can consume you and keep you from worshipping God and serving Him.

We, at ACTS, want to congratulate each and every graduate
of 2020! We wish you the very best and will lift you up in
prayer as you travel through your next endeavor. Whatever
your plans are, remember God is with you every step of the
way and He wants you to succeed. We also want you to
succeed. Stay in prayer and tackle your future!

JOANNA PERRY,
CEDAR PARK
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOLS,
BOTHELL, WA

Please join me in celebrating Joanna Peng, CPCS class of 2020 Senior. Joanna has been at CPC for 6 years,
where she has been a valued member of our Competition Robotics Team. In addition to all of this, Joanna
has been a competitive ice skater and has woken up at 4:00 AM each weekday for practice before school.
She has loved her Senior Current World Issues class, where she learned about politics and enjoyed class
debates. Next school year will take her to Duke University where she will major In Biomedical Engineering
with an emphasis on Entrepreneurship and Global Health. She credits Cedar Park with leading her to her
career path by immersing her in the STEM fields and by keeping her grounded and resting in God and His
plans for her life.

SENIORS OF
CHILTON
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
JEMISON, AL
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NATHAN ROSS,
CANON
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BELEN, NM

Nathan Ross

CCA Senior 2020

Nathan has attended Canon Christian Academy since third grade (Fall 2010).
He began attending University of New Mexico Spring 2016 as a dual credit student focusing on
English & Math. He will complete 44 hours May 2020.
Summer 2018 he was chosen to attend The National Academy of Future Science & Technology
Leadership Conference held at University of Massachusetts where he received the Award of
Excellence.
CCA has awarded him an Academic Letter for volunteer work during CCA Summer School
Summer 2019 assisting students with Math.
Summer 2019 he received a Summer Stem Camp Scholarship to attend New Mexico Institute of
Mining & Technology Summer Program from the Torch & Laurel Honor Society.
Nathan is a member of the Torch & Laurel Honor Society and the National Society of High
School Scholars.
New Mexico Institute of Mining & Technology has awarded him the Presidential Scholarship
where he will attend Fall 2020. Nathan will also receive the NM Lottery Scholarship. He plans
to study electrical engineering.

NATHAN ROSS,
CANON
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BELEN, NM
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NATHAN ROSS,
CANON CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BELEN, NM

NEWBURGH
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL
NEWBURGH, IN

COLBY TOWNS
TEMPLE
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
N. FORT MYERS,FL

Colby Towns
Colby began preschool in 2006 at TCS and has continued his education in academics
and Biblical studies through his senior year. Colby excels in history and geography.
His faith runs deep and he has received several awards highlighting his Christian
character. Colby has volunteered with his grandmother for the Lion’s Club and
received an award for his efforts. Colby began learning to play piano under the
tutelage of Miss Virginia and continued with Sol Major Music. Colby works for the
family business as an electrician apprentice.

Colby’s goal today is to earn his CDL drivers license and drive a semi-truck. He hopes
to one day own a trucking business.

Favorite Verse: Ezekiel 25:17
And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall
know that I am the Lord, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them.

CALEB
BLACKBURN
TEMPLE CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
N. FORT MYERS, FL

During his childhood, Caleb enjoyed construction
machines, trains and dinosaurs. Now, he enjoys gaming,
history and writing. He plans to attend a Florida college
and potentially pursue a career in video game design or
creative writing. His favorite Bible verse and the first one
he learned was “Jesus wept (John 11:35)”

Page 1 of 2

KAYDEN HELLARD
TEMPLE CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
N. FORT MYERS, FL

Kayden is a very smart, caring, hardworking young man whose
compassion amazes me every day. He is always willing to help whenever
and wherever help is needed. Since he was a toddler he has loved babies
and as he has grown has loved working with and being around children.
When he's not in school or working he is the epitome of a Gamer. No
surprise that he aspires to be a Video Game Designer.
Over his 14 years at Temple Christian School he has grown from a shy 4
year old to an outgoing 17 year old who likes hanging out with, gaming with
and talking to his friends. In VPK he met a friend who would become his
still to this day best friend. They will be graduating together this year.
His chosen verse:

Philippians 4:13

“I can do all things through Christ which
strengthens me.”
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KAYDEN HELLARD
TEMPLE CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
N. FORT MYERS,FL

NICHOLAS BOLES,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

GRACE CANTRELL,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

KAIDEN BURKE,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

DYLAN ROBINSON,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

GABRIEL CHACONOTERO,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

CAMERON COX,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

DAVID WILSON,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

JES MOCK,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

CADE PARKER,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

MY’ANGELA IRVING,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

GRACE HARDEN,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

WILLIAM BOWDEN,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

WAYNE GREEN,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

ZION BRINSON,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

YAILEN RODRIGUEZ,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

TRINITY SAPP,
FIRST
ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

PAYTON GOMMER,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

RAQUEL GORDON,
FIRST ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OCALA, FL

CHRISTIAN
CENTER
SCHOOL,
HAYDEN, ID

Zachary Burch: Zach is a senior starter for soccer, Fall 2019. He is a B Honor Roll student. He plans to go
into the Coast Guard as a Marine Enforcement Specialist.
Logan Cooper: Logan has been on worship team throughout his high school career. He is an A Honor Roll
student. He plans to go into the Air Force and later become a paramedic.
Peyton Jerome: Peyton is ASB president and has been on ASB for the past three years. She is the Team
Captain for volleyball. She has been on the School Worship Team throughout high school and has led her
own team for the past two years. She has also led worship for her Church Youth Group. She is a Hall of
Excellence (3.75 GPA or higher) scholar. She plans to become an ultrasound technician after college.
Chloe Sisco: Chloe is a senior starter for basketball. She is a Hall of Excellence (3.75 GPA or higher)
scholar. She plans to become a nurse after attending college.
Ashley Toledo: Ashley has been on the Worship Team her senior year. She is also a member of the
school choir. She is a Hall of Excellence (3.75 GPA or higher) scholar. She plans to become a wildlife
veterinarian after college. Ashley is in the National Honors Society.
Emilee Turner: Emilee is a B Honor Roll student. She is a member of the school choir. She plans to
become a first-grade teacher after college.

GRANDVIEW
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
GRANDVIEW,MO

"Do not be conformed to this world, but be TRANSFORMED by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect." Romans 12:2

.
HANNAH BYNUM,
ORION HIGH
SCHOOL,
MIDLAND, TX

1. She is immediate past president of Orion’s National Honor Society Chapter
2. She will be taking 5 AP exams this week online, in their new format, and we expect she will do
an awesome job;
3. Her community service is extraordinary, and consists of her time and effort at her church’s
youth group ministry;
4. In the midst of the pandemic, Hannah is completing a Practicum in a Health Clinic (Doctor’s
Office), where she is learning about the medical field, which will be her chosen path. This
practicum is her Senior Project at Orion.
5. Hannah is a National Merit Semi Finalist as well.
We are proud of this young lady; and are thankful for her leadership at our school.

UNITED FAITH
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
CHARLOTTE, NC
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SAVANNAH WHITE,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL

Savannah White is a wonderful student. She is not sure where she wants to go to
college yet, but most likely it will be between Southern Adventist University, Trinity
University, or UTC. Her plan is to major in Chemistry. One goal she has for the next five
years is to work towards starting her own business as a perfumer. Savannah states,
“One thing I love most about high school, specifically the high school experience at
MVCA, is that even though it's hard, you always know you're not the only one struggling
to get through it. You can always confide in your teachers and fellow peers for help and
support and never ever feel alone. My advice to younger students is to not be too hard
on yourself; you'll get through it if you make sure to always have fun, while also being
serious with your studies.” We at MVCA cannot wait to see where Savannah goes; we
know that she is going to be bright and do great in wherever God leads her!

GREENLEE SWAFFORD,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL

Greenlee Swafford has such a unique and artistic personality. Her plan is to go to
college at Chattanooga State and then UTC. She wants to major in child psychology.
Her main goal is to be happy and healthy. Greenlee quotes, “I love the relationships and
good and funny times with the students and teachers: aka I love making memories.”
She wants to tell younger students to “stop saying you hate school because you don’t
realize how much it means to you until it’s already over, so try hard.” Greenlee is an
amazing young lady, and we wish her the best in her future!

AIDEN YILIZHATI,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL
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Aiden Yilizhati is another student who is leaving a wonderful mark at MVCA. His goal for
college is attending Northeast Alabama Community College to earn his associates
degree. He then wants to get into a good medical school to earn his medical degree.
The friends he has made through high school have helped Aiden make so many great
memories. Aiden wants others to “take grades seriously and have fun.” Aiden has
participated in many activities while at MVCA, and we have been blessed to get to know
him. We pray for his future and where it may lead him.

THOMAS NELSON,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL

Thomas Nelson has certainly shown some personality, and he has been a great
addition to our school. He is wanting to go to Northeast Alabama Community College.
He is not sure on what he wants to major in. He’s a sweet soul who wants to take care
of his mother and grandmother. He has enjoyed being at MVCA, and he will miss the
atmosphere. While he is not sure on what his future holds, we know that he will be
successful. We pray for Thomas’ future as God leads him.

PETER AILIKUTI,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
.
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL
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Peter has been here for just a year, but he has left an incredible mark at MVCA. His
plan is to stay around here for two years so he can attend Northeast Alabama
Community College. He then wants to transfer to the University of Pennsylvania to
major in Cardiology. One of Peter’s main goals is to attain good scholarships in college.
When asked what his favorite part of school is, Peter said the students and teachers.
His advice to younger students is “It is ok to have fun, but do not forget to work hard.”
We look forward to watching Peter go for his goals.

JUSTIN TUDERS,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL

Justin has been very interactive at MVCA. His plans include going to Chattanooga State
after graduating. He wants a degree in Automotive Engineering. He also wants to start
racing, which will lead to his goal of racing at Road Atlanta. Justin has enjoyed all of the
experiences of high school. He wants younger students to “slow down, do not stress,
and have fun.” Justin has left an impact on younger students, and we know that they will
miss having him around next year.

JAKE BRAY,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL

Jake Bray is such a sweet and wonderful person who does not meet a stranger. He is
planning on going to college at Chattanooga State Community and wants to major in
welding. In the next five years Jake wants to start a family and get a house. The thing
that he loved the most about high school would be the atmosphere. He also enjoyed
spending time with his friends and getting to know his teachers. Jake’s advice that he is
giving to the younger students would be “enjoy every moment that you have!” Jake has
a wonderful attitude; he is always positive and happy. We will certainly miss having his
fun personality at MVCA, but we know God will lead him to do great things!

EMMA WATSON,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY,
BRYANT, AL

Emma is a sweet soul. Her goal is to attend Chattanooga state to get her associates
degree. She is not sure on what she would like to major in, but she does know she
would like to work with children. In the next five years, Emma would like to see herself
being on her own and out of school. She also wants to have a closer relationship with
God. She also sees herself looking for her forever job because she is not sure what she
wants to do. Emma says the whole experience of high school was great, and she loved
it. Her advice for younger students is, “to slow down and don’t stress out about work. I
mean yes work is important, but stressing over stuff will only make things worse, and
you don’t actually hate school, so stop saying you do. Do not make it miserable
because high school is fun; you’ll miss it when you graduate, or when a big pandemic
hits and you can’t go to school anymore.” Emma has many plans, and we know that
God will help her reach the plans He has for her. We pray for her as she goes out and
starts her college career.

TERRYN ALISHA ABNER,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

Huntingdon College,
National Honor Society,
President of SGA

MICAH SCOTT BROWN,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

Auburn University at
Montgomery,
National Honor Society,
Salutatorian,
Mr. ECA

KATIE ELAINE CARTEE,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

Auburn University at
Montgomery,
National Honor Society,
Girl’s State Representative

AYANNIA RAJA CLARK,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

AUSTIN CHRISTOPHER GRAY,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

South Alabama,
National Honor Society

JORDAN TRISTAN GRICE,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

Jimmy Hitchcock Nominee

JADA DANIELLE JOHNSON,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

South Alabama,
National Honor Society,
Miss ECA

JAKOLVIAN ANDRES JOHNSON,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

Jacksonville State

ANTHONY DWAYNE MORGAN,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

National Honor Society

JONATHAN CLAYTON PICHE,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

TRACY LAMAR SMITH, JR.,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

National Honor Society

EMILY JO STEHL,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

Huntingdon College,
National Honor Society,
Valedictorian

CRAIG STEPHEN THOMAS, JR.,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

University of Alabama

NANA AMA TUFFOUR,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

South Alabama,
National Honor Society

DAVID TYLER-BLAKE WERKING,
EVANGEL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
MONTGOMERY, AL

CLAIRE COOPER,
KING’S CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
ROANOKE, VA

Claire Cooper

This phenomenal senior actually chose to graduate early and completed two years of education
in one year- and did an excellent job!

As of right now, I am looking at going to Kentucky Mountain Bible College in the fall. I would
spend two years there, achieving a two-year degree in Biblical Studies. I would then transfer to
Radford University and complete a Bachelor's degree in Music with a concentration in Music
Therapy. This plan is one that I have as of now if things change, then they change. Trusting that
wherever I end up and whatever I end up doing, that it be a part of God's will for my life!
I am heavily considering Kentucky Mountain Bible College and Radford University. Virginia
Western Community College is also an option, but not one of my fondest choices.
I have been on my school's worship team since the eighth grade. I have been on my church's
worship team for a year and a half and have done the music for our youth group for about three
years. I have also done sports. I have run Cross Country since the sixth grade, played
basketball since the seventh, and played volleyball in my last year of high school.
God has been showing me that everything has a reason and a purpose, whether I know it or
not. He has been teaching me to trust Him more because He knows best for me in my life than I
do for myself. He is in control now, and He has and always will be. He has also given me peace
during this time to focus on Him and to grow my relationship with Him.

FARAH FERRANDO,
KING’S CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
ROANOKE, VA

Farah Ferrando
Farah is a wonderful student who always has a great attitude!

My plan for a future career is to work in some form of illustration. I hope to be a part of a
company involving either helping to educate children who struggle to learn from reading or
lectures due to learning disorders or to illustrate the gospel message and principles through
visual illustration without the use of words so it can pass language barriers.
I'm considering Virginia Western Community College, Liberty University, and/or possibly The Art
Institutes of Virginia Beach.
I have been involved in the yearbook club at school, and I am the substitute teacher for the
higher elementary Sunday school class at my church. I also assist in decorations and signs for
upcoming events.
Throughout my life, God has been teaching me how to be content with the circumstances I've
been given and how to accept things I cannot change.

ZACHARY GRAYBEAL,
KING’S CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
ROANOKE, VA

ZACHARY GRAYBEAL
I am currently pursuing a degree in Aerospace Engineering. I’d like to eventually work for a big
aircraft company like Boeing or Northrop-Grumman, possibly even doing defense contracts for
the government through them.
I have two colleges in mind: Virginia Tech and the University of Alabama in Huntsville. Both
colleges have a terrific Aerospace Engineering program. I have already been accepted to UAH,
and I am currently on the waitlist for Virginia Tech. If I decide to go to Virginia Tech, my plan is
to start out at the Virginia Western Community College and then transfer in after two years.
I have always been fairly involved as a high school student, but as of recently, I have not been
as involved due to the COVID-19 crisis. As of right now, the only things I have been able to
attend are church activities, such as virtual and drive-in services as well as a drive-through zoo
a few weeks ago, along with virtual Boy Scout meetings.
God has shown me the mysterious way in which he works everything for our good and His will.
He has used the online classes to prepare me for the transition of some of my classes from
physical to virtual due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the stay-at-home order. Looking back, I
now understand why some things have happened the way they did, and I see how He has used
it all for my benefit and for His glory.

CAYLA BOYD,
CALVARY CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OLD BRIDGE, NJ

Headed to Liberty U, soccer team 9-12, works at Chick Fil A as a team
leader, awarded Chick Fil A Leadership Scholarship, records with her
church worship team.
Favorite memory: Half of the school came out to surprise her at the
drive up window while she was working to support her and her
family who are going through a difficult time.

HANNAH CONGER,
CALVARY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL,
OLD BRIDGE, NJ
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Hannah is headed to Cairn U, she is a member of the National Honor
Society, Student Council, 5th grade Pioneer Girl Leader, interned in 4th grade
at CCS, and she is on the worship team for CCS Chapel.
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SYNDEY SHERWOOD,
CALVARY CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL,
OLD BRIDGE, NJ

Headed to Middlesex County Vocational and Technical School for Cosmetology
Volunteer Work: Turtle Creek Learning Academy summer program, worship leader for various
churches (Calvary Chapel Lehigh Valley, Allenwood Church, and Colts Neck Community Church),
childhood cancer advocate, volunteer for various childhood cancer foundations (Arms Wide
Open, The Truth 365, Candlelighters NYC, Curefest USA, Infinite Love for Natalie Grace, Bald
Beauties Project), sang at multiple celebration of life services for children who have passed away,
volunteer at Ronald McDonald House for Women’s Wellness Night hosted by Arms Wide Open
Childhood Cancer Foundation, volunteer for ALS Walk, Calvary Chapel Lehigh Valley homeless
outreach, Colts Neck Community Church 10,000 meals for the homeless outreach, mentor for
younger kids who suffer from anxiety and depression, worship for various women’s Bible studies,
lobbied on Capitol Hill to get bills passed into law for childhood cancer, Christmas outreach at the
Old Bridge Senior Home.
Academic Accomplishments- Member of the National Honor Society, maintained a 4.3 GPA or
higher all four years of high school, received high-honor roll all four years of high school, received
multiple character awards in school, such as the “David Award,” the “Paul Award.”

Page 2 of 2

SYNDEY SHERWOOD,
CALVARY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL,
OLD BRIDGE, NJ

Musical Accomplishments- Was a contestant on American Idol Season 2, released first EP
“Beauty from Ashes,” played first show at the iconic Stone Pony in Asbury Park, opened for the
Plain White Tees, Sabrina Carpenter, and Daughtry at Curefest USA, recorded at The Cat Room
Recording Studio in Nashville, Tennessee with Brian Craddock of Daughtry, currently writing and
recording second EP, auditioned for America’s Got Talent, trained with former American Idol
contestant and former broadway performer, Constantine Maroulis, sang with Chris Daughtry.
Recognition for Acts of Service in the Childhood Cancer Community- Reciever of the Shannon
Yoder Star Award for “being a light in this world” and an advocate for childhood cancer, receiver
of the “Special Sibling Award of Courage” for “persevering in the face of adversity.”
Athletic Participation/Accomplishments- 2x recipient of the “teammate award” and the “unsung
hero” award, started on varsity softball team all for years of high school, named co-captain and
then later captain of the softball team, on the girls varsity basketball team first two years of high
school.
Job Experiences: Worked at Turtle Creek Learning Academy running the aftercare program,
babysitting for various families, worship leader for a Bible study.

Vision: Setting a new standard of Christ-centered academic excellence.
Mission: Assisting Christian schools to realize the highest level of educational credibility.
Core Values: We are passionately committed to:
A Biblical Worldview – modeling, teaching, and leading with actions and decisions
that are consistent with God’s Word.
Integrity - demonstrating exemplary practices reflective of Christian ethics; with
accountability to Christ, our schools, and the educational community.
Excellence – providing exceptional services for the certification and development of
Christian administrators and teachers, and pathways to the highest levels of
accreditation for Christian schools.
Relationship – developing and sustaining a partnership with Christian Schools to
enhance their ministry through personal connection.
Creativity – being proactive in the pursuit and development of innovative solutions
to benefit the growth and development of our organization and its member schools.
Service – Purposing to approach current and prospective members by offering
resources, support, consulting, advice, and mentoring.

