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Texas Jazz Festival, Cotton Fest & La Posada - Celebrations of the Heart
Navigating Leadership, Unity, Partnerships & Loss  
Robstown Business Community’s Steady Growth
Peruvian Inspired Asian dishes captivate the Coastal Bend
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Proverbs 

Cathy Morin Villafuerte, Publisher
Cathy is a life-long resident of the Coastal
Bend and the proud Yaya of five beautiful
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
spending time with her family, church
activities, and all things positive. 

Jane Kathleen Gregorio, Editor-in-Chief
Jane’s passion for extracting the “heart of
the story” has been honed by years helping
customers. She enjoys videography, coffee,
traveling, volunteering at church and
binging audiobooks by the earful.

The Crossroads of South Texas
Newspaper
We are a local, independent, community
publication focused on positive local
news. We welcome your story ideas!
Remember, if it motivates, educates,  
inspires and informs, we would love to
hear about it. Visit our paper online  at   
crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com 

Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
Jude 1:2

A Special Thanks to The
Robstown Area Economic
Developemt Commission
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Tamara Wilson & Emily Wycpalek,
Insurance Industry Experts
These dynamic sisters make insurance
simple! With sharp insights and friendly
advice, they’re here to guide Coastal Bend
readers through life’s twists and turns. 

Angela Dunn, Hair Salon Inustry Expert
Angela is your go-to Coastal Bend hair hair
salon guru! She’s here to share pro tips,
trends, and secrets to keep your locks
healthy, fabulous, and full of life. 

Kevin & Annette Morin, Tree &
Landscaping Industry Experts
Meet this husband-and-wife duo bringing
beauty to the Coastal Bend! With expert
landscaping tips and tree care know-how,
they’re your local go-to green team.

http://www.crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com/
https://crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com/


Contributors of the
Coastal Bend
Meet our team of local contributors

A Message from the
Publisher
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Lari-Jo Edwards, Nature Contributor
Lari-Jo is our publications’ outdoorsy expert,
she reminds us to take advantage of the
natural surroundings and beautiful
landscapes found right here in the Coastal
Bend.

Lulu Chavez, Health & Fitness
Contributor
Lulu brings her experience in holistic
healing, nutrition, and fitness to our Coastal
Bend readers, she also keeps us updated on
local health fairs, happenings and events.

At The Crossroads of South Texas Newspaper,
our goal has always been simple — to uplift,
not divide. In a time when headlines too often
focus on what separates us, we choose to
celebrate what brings us together.

We are blessed to live in a region rich with
history, heart, and hard-working people who
care deeply about their neighbors. Every issue
we publish is a reflection of that spirit — filled
with stories of perseverance, generosity, and
local pride. From ribbon cuttings and
scholarship recipients to festivals, faith, and
family milestones, we aim to shine a light on
the goodness that surrounds us every single
day.

This paper isn’t about politics or controversy
— it’s about people. It’s about reminding
ourselves that community still matters, that
kindness still exists, and that hope can always
find a place to grow when we choose to look
for it.

Thank you for supporting a publication that
believes in positivity, unity, and pride in where
we live. Together, we’ll continue to share
stories that lift us up and bring us closer —
one inspiring story at a time.

With gratitude,
Cathy Villafuerte
Publisher, The Crossroads of South Texas
Newspaper

Efrain Franco, Jr & Jennifer Moreno,
Southside Business Contributors
This dynamic duo comprised of Efrain aka
"Mr Corpus Christi" and Jennifer, a local
business coach keep us up to date on local
Southside businesses and events.

Kris Tovar, Non-Profit Contributor
In addition to being a business owner and
marketing professional, Kris is passionate
about local nonprofit oragnizations
throughout the community including Boys &
Girls Club of the Coastal Bend and Casa. 

Grace Martinez, Northwest Business
Contributor
With deep roots in the heart of Nueces
County, Grace is a community-minded
entrepreneur highlighting Robstown and
the surrounding areas.                                                                                            

Jacqueline Romanczyk, Island Life &
Business Contributor
A heart-centered CEO and yoga enthusiast,
Jacqueline celebrates island living through
local business connections, beach days, and
family life.

https://crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com/


Corpus Christi, TX — Jesus J.
Jimenez, founder and CEO of ICE
Engineering, is not only
responsible for developing vital
infrastructure across Texas—he
is also helping shape the future
of engineering by investing in
young minds through
mentorship, outreach, and
community engagement.
A recent story shared by
Leonard Rivera, Vice President
of Dual Enrollment at Del Mar
College, brought Jimenez’s
community impact to light.
Rivera detailed how Jimenez
welcomed his niece, Sierra
Escamilla, a high school student
from Sinton, to the ICE
Engineering office in Corpus
Christi. Sierra, who has
expressed interest in becoming
an engineer, had the rare
opportunity to speak one-on-
one with Jimenez about his
journey, the realities of the field,
and the power of persistence.
Following their meeting, Rivera
noted how deeply the
experience resonated with
Sierra. “She heard directly from
a working engineer who looked
like her, talked like her, and
shared a similar story,” Rivera
wrote in a LinkedIn post. “That
matters more than a brochure
or classroom video ever could.”
Jimenez’s path is a compelling
one. As a first-generation 

Mexican-American, he
graduated from Texas A&M–
Kingsville with a master’s degree
in civil and structural
engineering before launching
ICE Engineering.

What began as a small firm has
grown into a multimillion-dollar
operation with offices across
Corpus Christi, Edinburg, San
Antonio, and Houston. His firm
has successfully completed
hundreds of public and private
projects, from drainage and
infrastructure systems to 

Jesus Jimenez continues to build more than roads and
bridges—he’s building hope, opportunity, and a
stronger South Texas.

 military contracts and large-
scale civic developments. 
Yet Jimenez’s work extends far
beyond engineering blueprints. 

He is a dedicated mentor,
actively partnering with schools
such as Premont High School to
introduce students to 
engineering through ICE’s
summer mentorship programs.
Each year, he welcomes local
students into his office, giving
them firsthand exposure to 
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Engineering a Brighter Future:  Jesus Jimenez Inspires Through Action and
Mentorship

decisions that will shape the
region’s future. His service
reflects a broader vision—one
that blends technical excellence
with civic responsibility.
Jimenez’s philosophy is rooted
in a simple but powerful belief:
mentor, uplift, and invest. 
“He didn’t just speak to Sierra,”
Rivera added. “He saw her. That
kind of encouragement sticks.”
In combining engineering
innovation with purposeful
mentorship, Jesus Jimenez
continues to build more than
roads and bridges—he’s
building hope, opportunity, and
a stronger South Texas.

By Cathy Villafuerte

Jesus “JJ” Jimenez pictured above accepting the Business of the Year award from the SBA



Corpus Christi, Texas —
When the first notes of
saxophone and trumpet rise
over Heritage Park each
October, many festival-goers
say they can still feel his
presence — clipboard in
hand, smile steady,
welcoming the crowd.
For more than two decades,
Rick Sanchez was the
heartbeat of the Texas Jazz
Festival — the man who
pulled it back from the brink,
kept it free for families, and
made sure South Texans
could continue celebrating
America’s music under the
stars.
The Texas Jazz Festival’s roots
trace back to 1959, when Del
Mar College students Skip
Vetters and Joe Gallardo
invited Gallardo’s uncle, Al
“Beto” Garcia, to perform for
their jazz club. The next year,
on May 1, 1960, the first
official Texas Jazz Festival
debuted at the Del Mar
Auditorium with free
admission — a tradition that
endures 65 years later.
Over time, the festival moved
from college halls to the
Bayfront, then the Memorial
Coliseum, and finally to
Heritage Park in 1999 — the
very year Sanchez became
president. Early pioneers like
Garcia, Wanda Gregory, and
Eddie Olivares laid the 

funding, volunteers, and
direction. the festival’s future
changed ftried to decline,
knowing the uphill battle
ahead. “They told me, ‘You
can’t make it any worse,’” he
later recalled with a grin. That
same year, he accepted the
challenge — and  festival’s
future changed forever.
He hadn’t intended to take 

foundation, but it was Rick
Sanchez who bridged their
generation to today’s, ensuring
the event evolved without
losing its soul.
When Sanchez joined the
Texas Jazz Festival Society in
the late 1990s, the
organization was drowning in
debt and at risk of folding.
Once a proud local tradition,
the festival had lost 

The Face of the Jazz Festival: Rick Sanchez’s
Lasting Legacy

charge. In 1999, he was
nominated for president and
tried to decline, knowing the
uphill battle ahead. “They told
me, ‘You can’t make it any
worse,’” he later recalled with a
grin. That same year, he
accepted the challenge — and
the festival’s future changed
forever.
Within twelve months, Sanchez
and his small team erased
about $40,000 in old debt. He
restructured the board,
tightened spending, and ended
costly side ventures that had
drained resources. Every dolla
and every performance was
carefully planned.
“Rick believed jazz belonged to
everyone,” one longtime
volunteer said. “He didn’t want
price tags keeping families
away — he wanted people to
hear it live, right here in
Corpus Christi.”
Under his leadership, the
festival regained stability and
identity. Crowds grew, the
lineup expanded, and the
event’s reputation for top-
notch, family-friendly
entertainment returned. Most
importantly, Sanchez never
compromised the festival’s
founding promise: admission
would remain free.

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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(Continued on page 7 ) 
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Corpus Christi Jazz: Widow's Resolve Keeps the Beat Alive

survival — still free, still local,
still thriving — is the clearest
tribute to the man who
refused to let the music die.
Now recognized as the
longest-running free jazz
festival in the United States,
the Texas Jazz Festival draws
thousands each year for three
days of live music, local
vendors, and community
pride. Its mission remains
unchanged: to celebrate jazz,
inspire youth, and unite the
community through music —
all without an admission fee.
That mission was Rick’s
promise to Corpus Christi, and
Gail Sanchez and the current
board continue to protect it.
For every family that dances in
the park, every musician who
steps on stage, and every note
that echoes across the
bayfront, Rick Sanchez’s
rhythm lives on — the rhythm
of perseverance, passion, and
love for the music that binds a
community together.

-7-

Behind the scenes stood his
wife, Gail Sanchez — his
steady partner in life and in
the music that defined it.
Gail served on the society’s
board and coordinated
countless details, from
hospitality to vendor
organization. She shared
Rick’s passion for keeping the
event accessible and joyful.
“Rick handled the numbers,”
she once said, “but I loved
watching families dance and
hearing those horns fill the
park.”
After Rick’s passing in 2023,
Gail has continued to play an
active role, helping the
festival’s leadership honor his
vision and maintain the
welcoming spirit he built. 
Her quiet strength and
organizational know-how
have helped the transition
from memory to momentum.
Local media called Rick
Sanchez “the face of the
Texas Jazz Festival,” and few
would disagree. For more
than 20 years, he was its

guiding force — booking
artists, managing logistics,
recruiting sponsors, and
personally greeting musicians
at every stage.
He was also a founding
member of the Corpus Christi
Veterans Band and a fixture in
civic life. His leadership was
defined by humility, humor,

and an unshakable sense of
community.
“Rick was jazz in human form,”
a musician recalled. “He knew
the rhythm — and he kept it
steady.”
Today, his legacy resonates in
every trumpet riff and drum
solo that floats through
Heritage Park. The festival’s 
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By Emily Wycpalek

cutter policies is fading. Insurers
are leveraging advanced data
analytics and artificial
intelligence to create
personalized insurance
solutions that cater to your
unique needs. This means you
can expect coverage options
that better reflect your lifestyle
and preferences. For example, if
you’re a remote worker, you
might find policies that offer
tailored protections for home
office equipment. Take the time
to discuss your specific
circumstances withyour
agent,ensuring your coverage
aligns perfectly with your life.
Cyber Insurance Essentials: As
our lives become increasingly
digital, the need for cyber
insurance is more pressing than
ever. Cyber threats can
compromise personal data,
financial information, and even
your business operations. Make
sure your insurance policies
include comprehensive
coverage against cyber threats.
If you 

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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Corpus Christi, TX -As we near
the end of 2025, the insurance
industry stands on the brink of
transformative changes that
promise to redefine the
landscape. From personalized
policies to sustainability efforts,
here’s what you can expect and
how to prepare for these
exciting trends.
Sustainability in Insurance:
Eco-consciousness is not just a
buzzword; it’s becoming a
standard in the insurance
industry. Many companies are
adopting sustainable practices,
which may include offering
discounts for energy-efficient
homes or vehicles.
Understanding these green
initiatives is crucial, as they not
only benefit the planet but can
also impact your premiums. If
you’re considering eco-friendly
upgrades to your home or car,
inquire about potential savings
on your insurance.
Personalized Insurance
Solutions: The era of cookie-

The Insurance Policy of the Future Isn't 'One-Size-Fits-All'—
Here's Why You Should Care

Emily Wycpalek is CEO & Co-
Founder of Ground-Up Insurance.
With 25 years in corporate
insurance, she specializes in
simplifying policies for auto, home,
life, and commercial clients. 

haven’t considered cyber
insurance yet, now is the time to
assess your vulnerability and
discuss options with your
provider.
The Future is Now: The
insurance landscape is evolving
rapidly, and being proactive is
key. Regularly review your
policies to ensure they are up-
to-date and reflective of your
current circumstances. Engage
with your insurer about
upcoming changes and
innovations that may impact
your coverage.
In summary, the future of
insurance is bright, innovative,
and tailored just for you. By
staying informed about these
trends and actively engaging
with your insurance provider,
you can ensure that you are
well-prepared for what lies
ahead. Embrace these changes,
and you’ll find that insurance
can be less about the fine print
and more about securing peace
of mind for your future.

Ready to get started? Call Ground
Up Insurance at (210) 503-8013,
email info@groundupinsure.com,
or visit groundupinsure.com to
schedule a consultation. You can
also follow them on Facebook,
Instagram, and LinkedIn to stay
connected. Let them help you
grow the protection you need—
one policy at a time.



Leading with Grace: What Faith Has Taught Me About True Leadership
By Angela Dunn
Leadership isn’t about titles,
positions, or having all the
answers. It’s about heart. It’s
about the way we serve, the way
we show up when no one is
watching, and the way we love
people through every season —
even the hard ones.

As a salon owner, I’ve learned
that leadership looks a lot less
like standing above and a lot
more like standing beside. When
I opened Salon Modesty, my
dream wasn’t just to create
beautiful hair — it was to create
a space where women felt seen,
valued, and lifted up. A place
where faith and work could
coexist naturally, where peace
filled the room as much as
laughter did.
But that kind of environment
doesn’t just happen by chance. It
takes intentional leadership
rooted in humility, grace, and
faith.

Leadership Begins with Serving

Jesus taught us the greatest truth
about leadership: “Whoever
wants to become great among
you must be your servant.” 

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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That verse  (Matthew 20:26)
has become the foundation of
how I lead. In the salon, that
might mean sweeping a
station when someone’s
running behind, staying late to
encourage a stylist after a
tough day, or simply praying
for my team before the day
begins.
Leadership isn’t about
control — it’s about care. It’s
about asking, “How can I make
someone else’s day easier?”
When I lead with that question,
everything else falls into place.

I’ve found that when we lead
with a servant’s heart, people
don’t just follow us — they
grow with us. They feel safe to
fail, encouraged to try, and
inspired to do better. That’s
the kind of leadership that
transforms not just a business,
but the people inside it.

Salon Modesty is located at 
2202 Capitan Dr on the Southside
of 
Corpus Christi, TX  Visit
salonmodesty.com or call 
361.445.2893 for more
information or to set an
appointment

Angela and her team: (picured L to R) Faith Raspe, Kyndal
Nedbalek, Angela Dunn, (seated) Natasha Shumilova,
Katherine Duell, and Kylah Ryan

http://salonmodesty.com/


Each December, La Posada’s Kick-Off Party sets the
tone for the season — this year on December 4th at
6:30 p.m. at Hardknocks. Then, the magic truly
comes alive during the Luminarias Boat Parade on
December 12–13, when glowing boats drift along
Padre Island’s canals. Families gather along the
water’s edge, their reflections mingling with the
lights as the parade — now televised on KRIS 6 —
turns faith into a floating festival.

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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Corpus Christi, TX -Each
December, as the sun sets over
Padre Island, twinkling lights begin
to dance across the water. Music
fills the air, laughter drifts from
canalside homes, and the spirit of
giving shines brighter than ever.
For more than fifty years, the La
Posada Foundation has turned the
Coastal Bend into a celebration of
faith, hope, and community.
✨  A Tradition Rooted in Faith and
Friendship
 “La Posada,” meaning the inn in
Spanish, honors Mary and Joseph’s
search for shelter before the birth
of Jesus. In 1970, Father Patrizzi
and the congregation of St.
Andrew by the Sea brought this
tradition to life on Padre Island —
visiting homes, collecting toys, and
sharing the true meaning of
Christmas with neighbors.
Over time, the small neighborhood
procession grew into a beloved
community event. In 2013, the first
official Kick-Off Party was held,
followed by the Foundation’s
nonprofit status in 2015. That
same year, a partnership with the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots helped the Foundation
extend its reach, ensuring children
across the region could feel the joy
of the season.

La Posada Foundation: Lighting Up the Coastal
Bend with Tradition, Community & Giving
By Kris Tovar

The Heart of the
Season

Behind the
shimmer and
song is a mission
powered by
compassion.
Operated entirely
by volunteers, the
La Posada
Foundation gives
every dollar back
to children and
families in need.
Last year alone,
over $70,000 was
donated to groups
like Toys for Tots,
CASA, Boys & Girls
Clubs, and POCA.

A Labor of Love
 
President Hilda Perez
Garcia calls the work a
blessing. “We have an
amazing team that
works together with one
goal — to provide for the
children of the Coastal
Bend.”

Be Part of the Story

 From decorating boats to
collecting toys, every
helping hand keeps the
light of La Posada shining.
To donate or volunteer,
visit
www.laposadafoundation.
org

Hilda Perez Garcia and La Posada Foundation team presenting Casa of the Coastal
Bend with a check after last years event. 

http://sherrysells.com/
http://www.laposadafoundation.org/
http://www.laposadafoundation.org/


Volunteer firefighters are an
invaluable part of rural Texas—
neighbors stepping up when
emergencies strike in the middle
of the night or during severe
weather. Thanks to a major
bipartisan investment from the
Texas Legislature, those local
heroes now have renewed
support and stronger resources
to protect our communities.
Earlier this year, lawmakers from
both parties approved $192
million in one-time funding to
the Texas A&M Forest Service to
address a backlog of assistance
requests from volunteer fire
departments statewide. This
funding covers requests
submitted by November 7, 2024.
In addition, an extra $44 million
is set aside over the next two
years to ensure ongoing
support. During the first funding
meeting on October 14, the
agency awarded roughly $164
million in grants to nearly 900
volunteer fire departments
statewide. In our region—Senate
District 20, covering Brooks,
Hidalgo, Jim Wells and Nueces
counties—local departments
received nearly $3 million in
grants.
These funds will be invested
directly where they matter most:
our local fire stations. Grants will
fund brush trucks, slip-on
firefighting units (which enhance
existing vehicles), and water
tenders to bring water into rural
areas where fire hydrants aren’t
available. These are the tools
that first responders need
when the call comes in.

-11-
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South Texas Leaders Hinojosa, Hunter, Villalobos & Lozano Join
Statewide Effort to Strengthen Volunteer Fire Departments
By Cathy Morin Villafuerte

What makes this even more
meaningful is the teamwork
behind it. Senate leaders worked
hand in hand with House budget
writers to deliver this record-
setting support. Leading the
charge was Sen. Juan “Chuy”
Hinojosa (D–McAllen), Vice Chair
of the Senate Finance
Committee and a strong
advocate for rural fire
departments, joined by Sen. Joan
Huffman (R–Houston), Chair of
Senate Finance and sponsor of
the legislation. Together with
Sen. César Blanco (D–El Paso),
they helped ensure the
measure’s success in the Senate.
In the House, Rep. Greg Bonnen
(R–Friendswood), Chair of 

Appropriations and author of
HB500, worked alongside our
local delegation—Rep. Denise
Villalobos (R–Corpus Christi),
Rep. Todd Hunter (R–Corpus
Christi), Rep. J.M. Lozano (R–
Kingsville/Alice) and Rep. Ryan
Guillen (R–Rio Grande City)—to
secure final approval. Their
united effort shows that when
our leaders pull together—
regardless of party—they can
deliver for South Texas families.
This record investment also
includes another $257 million
to the Texas A&M Forest Service
for wildfire-suppression aircraft,
strengthening protection across
the state’s  most  vulnerable
rural and agricultural areas.

Here in the Crossroads of South
Texas, we’re truly fortunate.
Because our volunteer
firefighters stand ready, and
because our elected officials—on
both sides of the aisle—have
answered the call. From the
ranchlands of Jim Wells to the
coastal plains of Nueces, this
funding means safer
neighborhoods, better
response times, and a
community that’s more secure
than ever. Our thanks go out to
all of them.

Photo Collage Courtesy Rep. Denise Villalobos office, Rep. Todd Hunter’s office,  Sen. Juan
‘Chuy’ Hinojosa’s office & Rep. J.M. Lozanos’s office 

Nueces County Emergency Services District #3 provides fire, rescue, and medical
response to parts of Nueces County. 

Coastal Bend VFD
Funding at a Glance

Nueces County — $345,000
Nueces County ESD #3 
(Nueces County Fire Rescue)
Nueces–Jim Wells County ESD #5
(Agua Dulce VFD)

Bee County — $1,165,000
Normanna VFD
Papalote VFD
Skidmore VFD
Tynan VFD

San Patricio County —
$1,845,000
Aransas Pass VFD
Gregory VFD
Ingleside VFD
Ingleside on the Bay VFD 
Mathis VFD
Sinton VFD
Taft VFD

Total awarded across Coastal
Bend counties this round: $3.36
million

Source: Texas A&M Forest Service FY26
Funding Meeting #1 (10/14/25)

https://crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com/


The Cowboy Who Roped Energy Regulation: 
Jim Wright’s Texas Story
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-12-

By Jane Kathleen Gregorio

​AUSTIN, Texas—Ask James
“Jim” Wright about his journey
to becoming the current
chairman of the Texas
Railroad Commission, and
you’ll hear a story as rugged
and rooted as the South Texas
land he’s always called home.
It's a tale that trades the dirt of
a rodeo arena for the high-
stakes world of state
regulation, offering a truly
human look at the experiences
that shape Texas’ massive
energy policy.
From Bucking Bulls to
Big Business
Before he was a Texas Railroad  
Commissioner, Wright was a
cowboy. His childhood was
defined by his love for cattle
and the excitement of the
rodeo, where he excelled
mainly on rough stock bulls.

 His skills and talent attracted
scholarship offers from three
different colleges.
Yet, life had other plans.
Financial difficulties for his
father meant Wright had to put
aside his college dreams to
work and help his family
through tough times.
​The defining moment came
when the family home burned
down, forcing them to move to
the small town of Petronila. For
years, they lived near a  toxic
waste landfill. Instead of
complaining, a young Wright
went straight to the owner to
demand a job.
"I told him I've been living next
to this hazardous place since I
was a kid, therefore if anybody
deserves a job, I do," Wright
recalls with humor. That
audacious move wasn't just a

job application; it
was the
launchpad for a
career spanning
the
environmental, oil,
and gas industry.
That career—and
his life—is deeply
intertwined with
his wife, Sherry.
They founded
Environmental
Evolutions
National. 
“Sherry is not
only my wife but
also my business
partner and my
best friend,"
Wright said with
a smile, giving her
full credit for
enabling his even-

tual move into public service. They raised five
children, with their youngest son currently
helping run the family business while studying
to become an electrical engineer.

(Courtesy Photo)
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Taming the Wild West of Energy
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by Jane Kathleen Gregorio

Austin, TX - When Wright was
elected to the three-member
commission in 2020 and sworn
in a few weeks later, he arrived
with a clear mandate: to make
Texas energy regulation
clearer, especially regarding
environmental issues. He ran
on the promise of creating
clear Guidance Documents—a
"living document" written in
layman’s terms—to demystify
regulations for the public and
the industry.

Since taking office, the
commission has tackled some
of the state's most urgent
challenges:

Weatherization Mandates: The
devastating Winter Storm Uri
in 2021 exposed critical 

weaknesses in the state’s
natural gas supply. "We
changed our rules requiring
weatherization," Wright states,
pointing to the essential
reform meant to prevent
future crises.

Earthquake Mitigation: Wright
and the commission directly
addressed the escalating
earthquakes in West Texas,
linking them to the massive-
volume injection of produced
water. Texas produces about 6
million barrels of crude oil a
day, yielding about 24 million
barrels of water that must be
disposed of. "That's a lot of
pressure to be injecting
underground... and then we
determined that's what's
causing
the earthquake," he explains.

Flaring Reduction: The agency
instituted key operational
changes to curb the wasteful
practice of flaring (burning off)
natural gas. Wright cites
impressive progress: "When I
came into office, we were flaring
about 2.5% of the volume that
we were producing today; and
now we're down to under one
percent."

What's in a Name?

​The biggest surprise for many
about his agency is its name.
Wright often finds himself
clarifying that the name
“Railroad Commission” no longer
regulates railroads (it hasn't
since the 2005!). Founded in
1891, its authority shifted to
regulating oil pipelines and,
eventually, nearly 

all of the state's natural
resources.

​For Wright, the name is less
important than the work, which
he considers the true engine of
Texas. “In truth, what really
makes Texas what Texas is today
is our oil and gas,” he argues.

​It’s an industry that employs
over 500,000 people with an
average salary of about
$120,000. Last year, severance
taxes from oil and gas brought
in over $27 billion, contributing
nearly a third of the state’s
budget.

​"If the state of Texas were its
own country, we'd be the fourth
largest oil producer in the world,
and eighth largest economy in
the world,” Wright notes with
pride.

​Just as important to him is his
role as the first statewide
elected official in over 20 years
to come from South Texas. It's a
point of pride that brings his
whole journey full circle.

“I think we have the best
people in the world here in
South Texas. And I'm always
going to fight for them,” Wright
concludes. 

His story is a powerful reminder
that in Texas, the path from a
dusty arena to the halls of power
is often driven by nothing more
than hard work and an
unshakeable connection to
home.

(Courtesy Photo) Commissioner Jim Wright pictured above at the National Finals Rodeo in 1999.



CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com

Robsotwn, TX -Every fall,
Robstown throws a party the
way only a small South Texas
town can — Cottonfest. It’s part
family reunion, part community
fair, and 100% heart. You’ll catch
the smell of brisket and fajitas in
the air, Tejano tunes getting
folks on their feet, and smiles
everywhere you look under that
big, beautiful Robstown sky.

But Cottonfest isn’t just about
the fun — it’s a proud reminder
of who we are and where we
came from.

Where It All Began

Before the bright lights, parades,
and carnival rides, Robstown
was built on cotton. Generations
worked these fields with grit,
faith, and a strong sense of
community. Back in the day,
Robstown ranked among the
top cotton producers in the
country — and harvest season
wasn’t just work, it was life.

Cottonfest started decades ago
as a simple celebration after the
harvest — a time for families
and neighbors to relax,
reconnect, and honor the crop
that helped shape this town.
What began small has now
grown into one of South Texas’s
favorite traditions — over 40
years strong and still going.

A Festival with Heart

Even as Robstown has grown
and changed, Cottonfest’s
purpose has stayed true —
celebrating our roots while 

Hosted by the Cotton
Community Partnership, this
nonprofit makes sure the
festival’s proceeds circle right
back into Robstown. From
scholarships for graduating
seniors to 4-H and FFA support
and beautification projects
around town, every bit raised
goes toward something
meaningful.

“It’s about remembering where
we came from and making
sure our kids grow up with
that same pride,” one
organizer shared. “Cottonfest
keeps our 

Cottonfest: Where Robstown’s Roots Still Run Deep
By Grace Martinez

catch the cook-off, shop local,
and end the night with a corn
cup in hand, surrounded by
friends old and new.
From the cotton fields to the
fairgrounds, from
scholarships to song and
dance — Cottonfest
continues to prove that
Robstown’s roots still run
deep. And year after year, we
grow stronger together.

More Than Just a Festival

Cottonfest isn’t just a date on
the calendar — it’s part of
Robstown’s story. It honors the
generations who worked hard
for this town, celebrates the
people who keep it thriving,
and invests in the young ones
who’ll carry it forward.

We are grateful to welcome Grace
Martinez as one of our newest
contributors. Grace will cover
Northwest Nueces County life,
businesses and events, we are so
blessed to have her on our team!
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community strong — in spirit
and in opportunity.”

A Weekend of Pure South
Texas Fun

Held at the Richard M.
Borchard Fairgrounds,
Cottonfest has something for
everyone — live music, great
food, and family fun from start
to finish. There’s a BBQ cook-
off, live music, fun for the kids,
local vendors, food trucks and
of course, plenty of laughter
and dancing. It’s the kind of
weekend where you can two-
step to a Tejano band, 
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No Pain, All Gain: Rethinking What a Good Workout Feels Like

By Lulu Chavez

Winter Watch: Coastal Bend Landscaping Tips for Nov–Jan

December: Water-Wise Care
Even in cooler weather, your
plants still need attention. 
Water sparingly and only when
permitted, following the city’s
watering schedule. Protect
tender tropicals and young
palms from sudden cold snaps
using frost cloths or light
coverings. December is also
ideal for inspecting trees for
weak or overhanging branches
before winter winds arrive.

January: Refresh & Plan
Ahead
Fluff or lightly refresh mulch to
insulate roots and keep soil
moisture steady. Prune trees
and shrubs carefully, removing
damaged limbs and shaping as
needed. Use this slower season 

to plan for spring — consider
native and drought-tolerant
plants that thrive with less
water and less maintenance.
Smart Landscaping Saves
Water
Our region’s mild winters and 
dry spells call for thoughtful
care — mulch, mindful
watering, and smart plant
choices go a long way.

We’d be happy to help you care
for your yard this season!
Contact A Cut Above the Rest
Tree & Landscaping LLC for all
your landscaping and tree
service needs (361)444-4923 —
keeping Coastal Bend lawns
healthy, beautiful, and water-
wise all year long.

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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your mat for yoga, hopping on the
reformer, or just walking around
your block—remember, feeling
good is a sign you’re doing it
right. Let’s redefine what “effective”
feels like.

Let’s bust a myth right now:  
You do not have to be sore to
know your workout worked.
As a Pilates and yoga
instructor, I’ve heard it so many
times: “I didn’t feel sore after
class, did I even do anything?” 
And my answer is always:
absolutely. Feeling strong,
energized, more mobile, and
simply good in your body is the
real win. Soreness, especially
that next day “oof” 

they gain strength, better
posture, improved balance, and
less pain all without that sore,
“I-can’t-sit-down” feeling. 
That’s the magic of mindful
movement.
Progress isn’t about
punishment. It’s about showing
up, making space for your
breath, and celebrating your
body in motion. Here are a few
ways to measure success
instead of chasing soreness: 
You feel more energized after
class; You notice your posture
is better; You’re sleeping more
soundly; Daily tasks feel
easier; Your stress levels are
lower. 
Movement should add to your
life, not take away from it.
So whether you’re rolling out 

comes from Delayed Onset
Muscle Soreness (DOMS). It
happens when your muscles do
something new or intense, and
tiny microtears occur as they
adapt. But soreness is not the
only or best indicator  of
progress. In fact, being sore
every time may mean your body
isn’t recovering  well, or you’re
pushing too hard.

What really moves the needle
in your wellness journey?
👉 Consistency
👉 Intentional movement
👉 Listening to your body

Some of my clients show up 2–3
times a week, doing low-impact
reformer Pilates or yoga, and

For more information on Lulu Chavez or for a
free guided consultation, contact:
Divine Moon Yoga & Pilates 
3442 S Alameda St, Corpus Christi, TX 78411
www.divinemoonyogapilates.com
Call/text: 361-414-0515
Follow: @luluqchavez |
@divinemoonyogapilates

Corpus Christi, TX - Cooler
months don’t mean your yard
can rest — especially with the
Coastal Bend’s ongoing water
restrictions. A little care now
can protect your landscape,
conserve water, and keep your
property looking its best all
season long.

November: Prep & Protect
Clear out spent plants, rake
leaves, and add a light layer of
mulch around beds and trees
to help retain moisture. It’s also
a good time to plant new trees
and shrubs while the soil is
mild. Check irrigation systems
and timers — lawns need far
less water this time of year,
and watering should be limited
to assigned days under current
restrictions.

By Kevin & Annette Morin

http://www.divinemoonyogapilates.com/
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“The just shall live by faith.” —
Romans 1:17
Faith is more than a belief—it’s a
way of life. From the moment we
are born again, God places
within us the seed of His own
faith. That small beginning
carries everything needed to
grow strong and fruitful,
transforming us from the inside
out.
When we open our hearts to
God’s Word, something powerful
begins to happen. Faith is not
just an idea; it’s a living force that
grows each time we hear, read,
and believe Scripture. As
Hebrews 11:1 tells us, “Faith is
the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not
seen.” It gives substance to our
hopes and opens our eyes to
what God has already prepared
for us.
Romans 12:3 reminds us that
God has given every believer “the
measure of faith.” Not just a
measure, but the measure—His
own. That means no one starts
empty-handed. Faith may begin
as small as a mustard seed, but
like any seed, it’s designed to
grow. The more we nurture it
through prayer and the Word,
the stronger it becomes. 
Jesus often compared faith to
planting. God’s Word is the seed,
and our hearts are the soil.

The seed’s potential is limitless,
but it can only grow in good soil
—soil that is soft, open, and free
from the weeds of doubt and
distraction. In the parable of the
sower, Jesus described four kinds
of soil: hard, shallow, crowded,
and good. Only the good soil
produced lasting fruit.
That’s the challenge for every
believer—to keep the soil of
the heart healthy. It takes
attention and care. Fear, worry,
and busyness can choke out
what God wants to grow in us.
Faith flourishes when we stay
receptive, when we make time to
listen, and when we guard our
hearts from unbelief.
Faith also grows through stages.
It begins small, matures slowly,
and eventually produces a
harvest. Just like a farmer doesn’t
see the results overnight, we
often don’t see immediate
change. But beneath the surface,
God is at work. In Mark 4, Jesus
said the kingdom of God is like a
man who scatters seed and then
rests, trusting the process until
the harvest comes.
That’s how faith operates—it
grows quietly, often unseen, until
one day the results are visible for
all to see. Our role is to keep
planting, and keep trusting
that God will do what He
promised.

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com

From Faith to Faith: The Power of Growing in God’s Word
By Pastor Joyce Sanchez

Pastor Isaias Sanchez and Pastor Joyce Sanchez are
Senior Pastors of Lord of the Harvest Church, 7333
McArdle in Corpus Christi, Texas. Consider this is your
personal invitation to come and worship with them
Sundays at 10am and Wednesdays at 7pm 

Each time we choose to believe instead of doubt, to
pray instead of worry, or to speak God’s Word
instead of fear, we’re watering that seed of faith.
Over time, it produces something strong, steady,
and alive—something that not only changes us but
blesses everyone around us.
So, how’s the soil of your heart today? Maybe it’s
time to tend it, to plant again, and to trust that the
faith God started in you is still growing—one step,
one prayer, and one seed at a time.

https://www.facebook.com/lothc


Coastal Bend Word Search Adventure
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BIRDING .    LEXINGTON.    HARBOR.    COTTONFEST.    OYSTERS.    SEASHORE.
GULF.    CORPUS CHRISTI,   ROBSTOWN.    PADRE.    MUSTANG.    PORT
ARANSAS.    NUECES.    COTTON.    TAMUCC.

Explore the Coastal Bend of South Texas with this
fun word search! From local landmarks and beaches to
festivals and wildlife, this puzzle is packed with regional
treasures. Can you find them all?



My path as a yoga practitioner and
teacher continues to shape how I live
and lead. To me, heart‑centered living
means leading with compassion,
courage, and curiosity — choosing
presence over hurry, listening before
speaking, honoring the body’s
wisdom, and letting gratitude and
service guide decisions. It’s the lens
that helps me hold both grief and joy,
strength and softness, ambition and
rest. It’s also how I approach
business, parenting, and community.
Professionally, I’m the Founder and
President of Morpho Business, where
I bring more than twenty years of
experience in online marketing and
entrepreneurship to help others grow
with clarity and integrity. I also serve
as President/CEO of CityOf.com, a
role I’ve held for over 24 years. 
Through CityOf.com, I’ve had the
privilege of supporting small 

Building with Heart: Reflections from the Island, the Mat,
and the Marketplace
By Jacqueline Romanczyk

Hi, I’m Jacqueline — a
heart‑centered living
enthusiast.
Today, I am a widow, a
mom to two amazing
young women, and a
small‑business owner who
has spent more than two
decades building, learning,
and serving. I live on Padre
Island, where the sea
breeze meets everyday life
— a dream my husband
and I carried for over a
decade. No matter where
we lived, we always found
our way to the sand and
sea — by boat, by car,
even by foot — because
the Island’s scents, sights,
and sounds woke up every
sense in us.
We finally bought land and
spent three long years
building our home. In
October, just weeks before
we were set to move in, my
husband passed away. He
had touched every part of
that house — from beams
to fixtures to floors — and
his spirit lives in the walls
and halls of every room. As
my daughters and I  
settled in, we kept the
promise we made
together: to meet our
neighbors, support local
spots, and savor all the
Island has to offer. I know
he’d be proud of us.

businesses nationwide with
personalized advertising solutions —
including premier placements across
more than 100 local city directories —
so local owners can be seen, heard,
and supported by their communities.
Service is part of my DNA. In 2015, I
co‑founded the CityofAgape
Charitable Foundation in honor of my
late sister. Since 2007, our Bible
distribution efforts have shared more
than half a million English and
Spanish Bibles at no charge,
spreading hope and the Word of God
to anyone who asks.
Who I was has taught me who I am: a
builder of homes and businesses, a
mother raising resilient daughters, a
woman rooted in faith and
movement, and a leader who
believes growth is a daily practice.
Who I am today is still becoming —
shaped by the ocean’s rhythm, the
wisdom of the mat, the love of family,
and the calling to uplift.

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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If you’re drawn to
heart‑centered living —
whether in your life, your
practice, or your business
— I’d love to connect. Here
on the Island, in the
boardroom, and on the
mat, I’m continuing to
breathe, build, and begin
again.

We’re delighted to welcome
Jacqueline Romanczyk as
one of our newest
contributing writers! Her
column will highlight Island
life, local business, and
heart-centered living. We’re
grateful to have her on our
team!

https://crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com/
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Tom Braxton: Harmony, Faith, and the Heart of Jazz
By Cathy Morin Villafuerte

.Corpus Christi, TX - Jazz lovers
across the world — especially in
Corpus Christi, know the name
Tom Braxton. His soulful
saxophone plays have become a
highlight of the Texas Jazz
Festival, where his blend of
smooth jazz and joyful  energy
fills the stage year after year.
But behind the music is a story
of faith, family, and partnership
- with his wife Sharon, by his
side every step 

of the way. Tom’s journey
began long before the festival
lights. His father, the late James
“J.T.” Braxton was a respected
band director wo introduced
him to jazz at a young age. That
early influence sparked a
lifelong passion for music. Tom
went on to graduate as
valedictorian of his high school
class and later attended Texas
Tech University, where he
studied 

Top Left: Internationally acclaimed jazz saxophonist Tom Braxton electrifies
audiences worldwide with his melodic sound and chart-topping hits.(Courtesy
photo)
Top Right:  According to Tom Braxton, wife Sharon serves as both his creative
partner and source of inspiration for his best known songs such as “Sharon’s
Groove and “As Long as I’m With you.

of the way. Tom’s journey
began long before the festival
lights. His father, the late James
“J.T.” Braxton was a respected
band director who introduced
him to jazz at a young age. That
early influence sparked a
lifelong passion for music. Tom
went on to graduate as
valedictorian of his high school
class and later attended Texas
Tech University, where he
studiedmusic and honed the
talent that would one day take
him across the country, around
the world--and right back home
to Texas stges!

Faith is the heartbeat of
Tom’s music. 

He often says that his
saxophone is simply the tool
God gave him to reach others.
Sharon shares that calling,
serving as both muse and
creative partner. One of Tom’s
best-known songs, “Sharon’s
Groove,” was born from a
melody she hummed around
the house, while “As Long As I’m
With You” stands as a heartfelt
tribute to their enduring love.
Together, the Braxtons embody
what it means to live in
harmony — through faith,
marriage, and music. Each
performance, whether at a
festival or from the church
stage, feels like more than a
concert; it’s a message of
gratitude, hope, and the joy
that comes from walking in
purpose.
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In The Game Funtrackers is your destination for FUN! Come play for the day, or plan the most EPIC birthday bash
ever! From the Biggest and Best Games, Great Prizes and Amazing Food, In The Game has something for everyone.
Every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday are days to mark on the calendar, for they are always 1/2 PRICE Game Days! If
you need adventure, head outside and enjoy the Go-Karts, Bumper Boats, Bumper Cars, Mini Golf and Rides!  
If you are a group looking for a unique trip, we got you covered with customizable packages, STEM or STEAM options
for educational visits, Youth Packages, Corporate Meeting Space and More! Let us plan your next visit.  
Contact us at: CorpusChristiEvents@InTheGame.Net, or 361-937-9400. For more information, visit InTheGame.net
(and select Funtrackers for your location)! 
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👑  The Island Java Queens: A
Sisterhood Supporting Local Business
​The Island Java Queens, founded by
Michelle Withers, co-owner of Island
Music with her musician husband
Christian Withers, focuses on
encouraging and empowering local
women from all walks of life.
   "I felt a calling to make more
connections with people, especially
women," Withers said. 
  "We are more than just a coffee or a
networking group; we are a sisterhood
that encourages, supports and delves
deeper into self reflection and fun
activities, so we look for local places that
can accommodate our diverse activities
and still feel welcoming.
    "Cabana Pantry, with its great coffee
and comfortable atmosphere, is perfect.
It feels like a living room where everyone
can share."
   The Island Java Queens directly support  
local business to strengthen island
economy. Lyons enjoys providing a venue
for community events and in addition to
the women's meetup, loves hosting
cooking contests for local school children.
     "The kids' cooking challenge classes
are really the thing that brings me joy,"
she said, emphasizing her love of
teaching the young,  future chefs.
   Cabana Pantry is located at 14493 South
Padre Island Drive, Unit E and F, "right
next to the big shark statue." The store is
open daily; coffee is served 8 AM–2 PM,
and the shop is open until 5 PM (7 PM on
Thursdays).

Gourmet Shop hosts Island Meetups and Local Coffee
CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com

By Jane Kathleen Gregorio 

Padre Island, TX - Cabana Pantry,
owned by thirty-year island
resident Crystal Lyons, is a
specialty food store that has
become a vibrant community
hub. Lyons, who personally
creates all the in-house spice
blends, rubs, and seasonings,
curates a space featuring
prepared items, "Fancy Pantry
products," and local goods.
   Beyond gourmet ingredients,
the pantry is a popular venue for
social gatherings and "table
talks." The presence of Kilates
Coffee Roasting Company
(housed in-store) is a key draw.
  "We have a lot of groups that
come in here just to meet," Lyons
notes. 
   "Lots of people sit down and
visit with us throughout the day
because we have the coffee and a
cozy atmosphere that encourages
them to relax a little and slow
down."
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Top: Cabana Pantry hosts group meetups and cooking classes
Center: Founder Crystal Lyons with the staff of Kilates Coffee Roasters 

Founder Michelle Withers created Island Java Queens as more  than a
coffee meetup, but also a sisterhood with fun, diverse activities that
also support local businesses on the Island.

Cabana Pantry carries a variety of gourmet products and local goods
which include Fancy Pantry items and house made  rubs and seasonings.

https://crossroadsofsouthtexasnewspaper.com/


A vibrant new addition to Corpus Christi's dining scene,
Kapi Honda, has officially opened its doors on the
Southside, celebrating its Grand Opening with a ribbon
cutting hosted by Mind Your Business Success Agency.
This late-night fusion bar and grill is quickly becoming a
go-to spot, blending flavors from Peruvian, Japanese,
and Vietnamese cuisines into a truly unique culinary
experience.
   The creative force behind Kapi Honda is owner and
chef Mimi Nguyen (who also recently opened PhoTastic
Too on Saratoga). For Chef Mimi, this new restaurant is a
deeply personal endeavor.
    "Nothing makes me  happier than seeing guests enjoy
the food I loves creating,” said Chef Mimi. Her
inspiration comes from a diverse culinary background:
 "Each dish is inspired by Peruvian, Japanese, and
Vietnamese flavors, blending cultures into something
truly special. I want my customers to taste my creativity
and love in every bite."
  Kapi Honda specializes in Southeast Asian and
Peruviann offering an eclectic menu designed for
sharing and savoring. Diners can explore dishes such as
Yakitori, Saltado Fries, Chifa Fried Rice, Lamb Chops,
and Goat Curry. For a more interactive experience,
guests can also dive into Dim Sum or enjoy Shabu
Shabu, which is a popular Japanese style cuisine which
involves cooking meats and vegetables by swishing
them in hot broth.
   GgʻUnlike her other establishment, PhoTastic Too,
which focuses on traditional Vietnamese dishes and
boba teas, Kapi Honda offers unique cocktails,  
Peruvian and Asian fusion comfort food and a cozy
ambiance makes it an ideal choice for a date night out.
   Adding to the unique environment is an intricate life-
like Koi fish mural done by world renowned artist, Jason
Juranek. 
   For a fresh dining experience that combines global
flavors with a lively atmosphere, Chef Mimi invites diners
to try Kapi Honda.
   "Come experience it for yourself — you’ll see why
everyone’s falling in love with Kapi Honda.”
    For more information, visit Kapi Honda
  5717 Saratoga Blvd Suite 105, Corpus Christi, TX or call
(361) 822-0473

CrossroadsofSouthTexasNewspaper.com
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By: Jane Kathleen Gregorio 

​Eclectic Bites & Cocktails: Southside's New Late-Night Spot

Goat Curry
Yakitori 

Shabu Shabu

Thai Tea

Kapi Honda opened doors Sept 29, 2025

Garlic Parmesan Noodles with chicken

 “Chef Mimi” Nguyen welcomes diners

mailto:sanchez.gail@att.net
https://www.facebook.com/Elainestherapeuticmassage


Century Christian
Academy
505 N. 4 th St.
(361) 537-5812
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Welcoming these new additions to Robstown’s growing business community!

Triple C Feed 
& More
2249 N US Hwy 77
(361) 933-2000

Crossroads 
Event Center
500 N IH-69, # 605
(361) 442-4223

STX Powerhouse
407 E Main Ave
(361) 510-0800

Crossroads
Coffee Co.
500 IH-69, #408
(361) 446-6390


