oowwes[ Y Y Y Y L

CENTERPOST

South Baldwin Jewish Center—Shaarei Shalom

December
2025

nan—15o3
5786
1"/9mwn

South Baldwin
Jewish Center is
affiliated with The
United Synagogue
of Conservative
Judaism.

Centerpost is the
official publication
of South Baldwin
Jewish Center
(USPS 096-260)
2959 Grand Avenue
Baldwin,

New York 11510.
(516) 223-8688.

Postmaster:
Send change of
address to South
Baldwin Jewish
Center.

Centerpost is pub-
lished monthly,
except for July and
August.

The dreidel or sevivon is perhaps the most famous custom associ-
ated with Hanukkah . Indeed, various rabbis have tried to find an
integral connection between the dreidel and the Hanukkah story;
the standard explanation is that the letters nun, gimmel, hey,

shin, which appear on the dreidel in the Diaspora, stand for nes
gadol haya sham—“a great miracle happened there,”while in Isra-
el the dreidel says nun, gimmel, hey, pey, which means “a great
miracle happened here.”

One 19th-century rabbi maintained that Jews played with the
dreidel in order to fool the Greeks if they were caught studying
Torah, which had been outlawed. Others figured out elabo-
rate gematriot [numerological explanations based on the fact that
every Hebrew letter has a numerical equivalent] and word plays
for the letters nun, gimmel, hey, shin. For example, nun, gimmel,
hey, shin in gematria equals 358, which is also the numerical

equivalent of mashiach or Messiah!
From My Jewish Learning
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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK |
Rabbi Jacob Rosner 11l Il il
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Hanukkah, Shabbat, and War and Peace

According to Jewish law, the Hanukkah candles
cannot be used for any secular purpose. One cannot,
for example, read by their light. They are solely meant to remind us of the
events of Hanukkah.

So important is this concept in the eyes of our sages, that they decreed that

there must be another source of light in the room where the menorah is kindled.
The shamash that we light is meant to fill that requirement, another light in the
room, lihishtamesh I'orah---to be used for other mundane and secular purposes.

Our tradition is teaching us a lesson about holiness. What is truly holy? What is
it that kindles a flame in our souls? Only that which is not used and manipulated.
We create holiness in our lives when our relationships are loving and caring,
rather than taking and using. We bring holiness into the world when our
relationships are I-thou rather than I-it. We nourish our souls when we allow God
to be part of our lives, not when we expect God’s gifts.

Holiness means not using. It means lighting a flame, kdei lihodot ulihallel, to
praise God’s name. On Hanukkah we light the candles and pray that the
metaphoric lights we kindle throughout the year be holy. That we never use and
manipulate others.

But is it true that all holy lights cannot be used? We light holy candles every
Friday evening to welcome the Shabbat queen. Are these lights also kindles only
to be admired and not used? After all they are also holy.

The Shabbos candles, however can be used. They are not forbidden. We can
read a book by their light. Strange! On Shabbat we are forbidden to light a fire.



The candles we kindle just prior to shabbat can be used, and we need no other
source of light. On Hanukkah we are allowed to kindle the flame, but the lights
cannot be used and we need another source of light.

The truth is that Shabbat and Hanukkah represent different levels of holiness.
On Shabbat we can only use a fire that has been kindled before sundown. On
Shabbos we accept the world as it is. We accept our place as part of a holy
community spreading light to the world. We remember our heritage. We use
what light has already been lit for us throughout our ages. Such light can be
used within the limits of Shabbat. We can study our heritage by these candles.
We can read a good book. We can look into the eyes of those we love. On
Shabbos we need no reminder not to use and manipulate, because that is what
Shabbat is all about.

The lights of Hanukkah are very different. Its origin was a war fought against
the forces of oppression and assimilation. It was a just war. The victory of the
Maccabees ensured the survival of our people.

These lights are flashing bright flames. They are miracle lights. Our tradition
decrees that we kindle lights on Hanukkah to celebrate the meteor like events
of their time....to celebrate an extraordinary victory.

This kind of shooting flame must be handled with great care. Sometimes the
spirit of Hanukkah must serve as inspiration. Sometimes battles must be waged.
Sometimes we must take stands and sound battle cries. But we have to be very
careful with these types of flames. These fires can burn! These flames can be
out of control, and so we need another light, the light of faith and tradition to
guide us: to remind us that these fires are to be kindled only on extraordinary
conditions.

These past years there were warriors in Israel kindling Maccabean flames. Hamas
must be destroyed. The number one function of government is to protect her
people. Israel faced an existential threat. She could not allow Hamas to rebuild
and once again threaten innocent men, women and children. Hamas has no



desire for a just peace involving Israel and Palestine. The goal of Hamas is to
destroy Israel and kill Jews.

This war has been on all our minds since that horror filled October day. | have
been sharing my prayers from this pulpit not only for our hostages and our IDF
soldiers, but for the innocent civilians of Gaza caught in the crossfire. They too,
are victims of Hamas. There have been those who have criticized such prayers
even for innocent children.

But God willing there will be a time, let it be soon, when our modern Maccabees
will have accomplished their goal: when Hamas will be destroyed, when the
Hanukkah flames will be set aside, when we will rest from war.

And when that time comes, we must light Shabbos candles of peace and
tranquility, and find a just peace for our Palestinian brothers and sisters, a
peace that allows for dignity and self determination of all. There will be a time
to return to a vision that will allow a Sabbath of rest and an Abrahamic
covenant between the children.

“Who is wise? One who learns from every man... Who is strong?
One who overpowers his inclinations... Who is rich? One who is
satisfied with his lot... Who is honorable? One who honors his
fellows.”

Ben Zoma, Ethics of the Fathers, 4:1
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Co-Presidents Message

December has arrived, and with it the cold and nasty weather. We know it is hard to
get out, but now more than ever, we need you to make an effort to attend services.
Many of you are sponsoring Kiddush luncheons and that is wonderful. The next one
is this Shabbat. Come worship and have lunch.

If anyone has an idea for fundraising, please let us know. Our reserves are shrinking
and we want SBJC to remain all that is Jewish in Baldwin for years to come.

Please take a few minutes to look through this Centerpost. Betty puts in an
extraordinary amount of time to put this together.

Mark your calendars for our candle lighting ceremony at the train station on Sunday
December 14™ at 5:30pm. Details to follow.

Wishing you a very happy and healthy New Year. Let’s make 2026 a year to
remember!
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Notes From Sisterhood
Betty Arzt, Carol Burker

Each night of Hanukkah the Shamash on our hanukkiah shares its flame to light the
other candles. The Shamash eagerly participates in this practice, night after
night. After it finishes its job, we place the Shamash in its proper place higher
than the rest of the candles.

Perhaps, like the Shamash, each of us is capable of passing on the light to inspire
and help others. Let's allow this holiday to energize us to serve as a Shamash to
those in our paths. How can we give others the spark that they need? How can we,
in our own way, help illuminate the world? We have the potential to shine. Let's be
strong and strengthen each other.

Reflections:

We are delighted to be acknowledged by Women's League for Conservative
Judaism for our support of Torah Fund. Thank you to our members for
recognizing the important work of Torah fund. Torah Fund strengthens Jewish
education by supporting scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti
institutes of higher Jewish learning. We look forward to our annual Torah Fund
event in the spring. We remind you that we have Torah Fund greeting cards

available for purchase.

Thank you to all who have responded to our Membership Invitation. Your support
is appreciated. Forgot to respond? There is still time. Dues are $40.00, basic
dues or $54.00, triple chai.



We are delighted to introduce to you the managers of our Gift Shop: Carol
Burker, Susan Lifshitz, and Rachel Rudich. We thank them for their
commitment and diligence. They look forward to helping you with your holiday and
personal needs.

Looking Ahead:

The Book Club has selected the next book to review. We will be reviewing The
Griffin Sisters’ Greatest Hits by Jennifer Weiner. We will be meeting

on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 10:30 in the shul library. A Zoom option
will be available for our members who are unable to attend in person.

The Rosh Hodesh Study Group will be meeting on Sunday morning, December
21, at 10:30, in the shul library. The Zoom option will be available to our
members who are unable to attend in person. The link will be sent out when we
get closer o the event. We have created a comfortable, safe place to share our
thoughts.

Please join us for our Hanukkah Celebration on Saturday, December 20, after
the service. Please find details in this Centerpost.

Join us for Canasta on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 and for Mah Jongg on
Tuesday evenings at 6;30, in the synagogue. New participants are welcome.

Happy Hanukkah! Our prayers on
Hanukkah express our gratitude—gratitude
for times past and for times present. Let's
remember to be thankful for everyday
blessings.




MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Arnie Gewirtz

| had a brainstorm the other day and came to the conclusion
that we're all visionaries...we long for a brighter future in an age
of deep change in Baldwin, some of which can be a mass distraction.

Inwardly, we want SBJC to succeed and help Rabbi Jacob to produce
monumental work and supreme results for and in our Synagogue.

We hope for peace in our country and more love in people's hearts.

| am certain that your visions are alive, in spite of hardships that may
have "dimmed the fire.” Let's continue to higher strength within our
congregation. Continue to dream big without being discouraged. Enjoy
laughing again and rediscover old friendships within our shul.

Stand the test of time and keep moving forward! And just for the record,
BECOME PART OF A MINYON...you'll be rewarded spiritually.

Be Well.
Arnie Gewirtz, President, SBJC Men's Club




Shalom From The Ritual Committee.

When we study The Prophets, we learn: Those who

laughed and cried together are no longer strangers.

From the moment we open the door to our shul and
enter the building, we feel as if we belong. We don’t feel that we are strangers.

Yes, we have laughed and cried together. We have celebrated happy occasions
and shared sorrowful ones. We have been supportive of each other and have,
at times, needed comfort from others.

Friendships have been built. New friendships are established.

We will continue to be diligent in our efforts to create a comfortable, welcoming
ambience. We will continue to be earnest in our efforts to be supportive when

“we laugh and cry together.”
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Join us for our pre Hanukkah and Hanukkah festivities....

....Community Candle Lighting at the railroad station on Sunday evening,
December 14, at 5:00. Supper at the synagogue will follow. Your check for ten
dollars per person will confirm you attendance. Please find details elsewhere in
this Centerpost.

....Hanukkah celebration, Saturday, December 20. Sisterhood will provide a
holiday lunch after the service. Please call the office to confirm your
attendance. Please find details elsewhere in this Centerpost.

....Service and breakfast with friends, Sunday

morning, December 14. There is no charge for E E ( mw

the breakfast, however we ask that you call the

office to confirm your attendance. LI\ i I Ui
CUALL Y DO



Sunday Service and Breakfast

Sunday morning, December 14
Service: 9:30 —

Breakfast following service. T
There is no charge, but we ask TN
for reservations before

December 10.

Thank you to Mike Eisman for preparing the breakfast.

Don’t separate yourself from the community.
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In case you missed it...

In case you missed it...on Shabbat, November 29, Phyllis and Mike Eisman
celebrated their sixty second wedding anniversary with friends at SBJC. Of course, we
were treated to a delicious lunch. We thank them for their graciousness and for
providing an opportunity for the community to join together to celebrate. We extend

best wishes for good health and joy.

In case you missed it...on Mondays at 2 o’clock a group of us meets in the library to

share thoughts and ideas about contemporary issues. Topics tackled emerge from the

interests of the attendees. Discussions are lively and interactive. Kudos to Nat

Greenfeld who facilitates the conversation.



Hanukkah Candle Lighting

South Baldwin Jewish Center
invites you to join us at the

Baldwin Train Station

Sunday, December 14, 2025
at 5:00pm
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Soup, latkes to follow candle lighting at
South Baldwin Jewish Center
2959 Grand Avenue, Baldwin

Please call the office at 516 223-8688 to reserve a place for dinner.
$10.00 per person
Please make your check payable to SBJC.



It's a Hanukkah Celebration!
Invitation From Sisterhood

Saturday, December 20, 2025

Service begins at 9:30
Lunch, songs, and games after the service

1SYRET1LL

Pl w ,,.._7-:.-::--
GHAPRY &
HANUKKAH
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Don't separate yourself from the community.

Please call the SBJC office to confirm your participation.
Thank you.



Don’t separate yourself from the community

12/6/25: Mike Eisman will chant the Haftarah
12/13/25: Nat Greenfeld will chant the Haftarah
12/20/25: Ellen Shriki will chant the Haftarah
12/27/25: Cheryl Cheron will chant the Haftarah

Nat Greenfeld and Gloria Okin
will sponsor the Kiddush on
December 13,
in honor of their birthdays.

Condolences
With sadness, we mourn the passing of

Rae Theise
Mother of Marc Cohen.

Our deepest condolences and love to Marc and his family.

May G-d comfort them

together with all the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.




BookClub

We will be reviewing

The Griffin Sisters’ Greatest Hits by Jennifer Weiner.

We will be meeting on
Tuesday December 9, 2025, at 10:30
in the synagogue

A Zoom option will be available.

SAVE THE DATE

Thursday, March 12, 2026 at 8pm

at Hewlett East Rockaway Jewish Centre
Our Sisterhood will be joining with five other synagogues.

CAROLE KING TRIBUTE SHOW,
featuring Alice Leon and her band.

A Zoom option will be available.
Any questions? Please contact Marilyn Cohen.




DONATIONS NOVEMBER, 2025

Phyllis & David Foodim  in memory of Richard Kaplan

Joan Finkelman & Michele Kahn in memory of Richard Kaplan

Rachel & Steven Rudich

Carol Burker

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Eisman

Natalie Zeiger
Joan Sider

Jack Bloom

J. Parnes
Stuart Rosen
Judith Wechsler
Cheryl Cheron
Cheryl Cheron

Yevette & Joel Boikess

in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of
in memory of

in memory of

Richard Kaplan
Richard Kaplan
Richard Kaplan
Richard Kaplan
Shirley Koenig
Seymour Bloom
Michael Parnes
Hy Rosen

Violet Wechsler
Jeffrey Cohen
Mary Cheron
Alan Morgenthal

Carol Burker in memory of Rae Theise
Rachel & Steve Rudich In memory of Rae Theise
June & Harvey Mitnick in memory of Rae Theise
Cheryl & Marc Cheron in memory of Rae Theise
Phyllis & David Foodim  in memory of Rae Theise

Rose Schulman

Helen Asarch in memory of

Helen Asarch

Helen Asarch

in memory of

in memory or

Thank you for your generous donations.

Joseph Asarch

Benjamin Asarch
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DECEMBER & JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Eugene Hecht, Birthday, December 2

Nat Greenfeld, Birthday, December 11

Gloria Okin, Birthday, December 12

Sherry & Barry Ascher, Anniversary, December 14
Jeff Barkan, Birthday, December 17

Robert Chorne, Birthday, December 20

Barbara Harris, Birthday, December 31

Cheryl Cheron, Birthday, January 3
Ethel Zamurut, Birthday, January 17
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Please join us: P
Simcha Shabbat |2 =

On the first Friday evening service
of each month we celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries and

joyous occasions
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OVER /\YEARS OF
SERVICE

Guttermans

FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1892 INC

One of The Largest Family Owned & Operated Jewish Funeral Homes
Serving Long Island, New York & Florida

Directors: *STEWART GUTTERMAN ¢ PHILIP GUTTERMAN
STEVEN KANOWITZ - *HOWARD C. KOTKIN
*ROBERT SHERMAN ¢« *ELLIOTT H.WOLFE

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.1.: 175 N. Long Beach Rd. » 516-764-9400
WOODBURY, L.1.: 8000 Jericho Turnpike ¢ 516-921-5757
BROOKLYN: 1283 Coney Island Avenue » 718-284-1500

e Chapels In:

GUTTERMAN-WARHEIT MEMORIAL CHAPEL * 1-800-992-9262

" InFlorida:
i SERVING MIAMI-DADE, BROWARD, PALM BEACH & MARTIN COUNTIES

. Arrangements for Out-of-State Burials + o lessed emor

8| MONUMENTS BY GUTTERMAN'S

www.guttermansinc.com
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Congregation Shaarei Shalom

South Baldwin Jewish Center
2959 Grand Avenue Baldwin NY 11510




