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From the Rabbi’s Desk
Rabbi Jacob Rosner

Iy
Poor Shavuot SHAVUOT

Of all the Biblical festivals in the Jewish calendar, Shavuot is clearly the one
most ignored. For one thing, Shavuot has no ritual that captures the
imagination. Passover has its seder and all the hametz cleaning preparations, on
Sukkot we either build a sukkah or visit the one in shul, on Purim we dress up
and give each other gifts, in addition to the noise making during the megillah
reading. And on the Days of Awe have crowded synagogues, shofar blowing and
fasting to etch them into our memories. Poor Shavuot. | imagine that many
Jews, even those who affiliate with a Synagogue, will allow Shavuot to come
and go without knowing it was here. Clearly she is in need of better public
relations.

Yet, Shavuot commemorates the most important event in Jewish history.
According to Rabbinic tradition it is the anniversary of the revelation of the
Torah. On that day 3000+ years ago, God descended upon Mount Sinai and
spoke His Word to our people.

The word “Shavuot” means weeks. It refers to the commandment to count the
49 days between the second day of Passover and Shavuot. In its original
incarnation, the festival, like the other two pilgrimage festivals, Passover and
Sukkot, was associated with the agricultural cycle. We were commanded to
count between Passover, when the barley harvest was celebrated, and Shavuot
when loaves made of newly harvested wheat were offered to God.

In time, the agricultural theme was de-emphasized and a new historical reason
was stressed. Today, the themes in our siddurim and Torah reading emphasize
the festival as the season of revelation of Torah.



There is a midrash that teaches that the soul of every Jew, past and present,
was at Sinai. According to that teaching each of us signed that long ago
covenant. Each of us was there. Each of us heard The Voice.

Traditionalists take this midrash literally. If we are partners in a covenant with
God, we had to sigh the contract. Otherwise, why should we be bound for the
response made by our ancestors, “we will do and we will hear.”

Other take the midrash as metaphor. We were not at Sinai. We did not see the
mountain quake, nor did we hear The Voice. But each year we have the
opportunity to read the story of Sinai and dedicate ourselves to Torah. Each
year we can allow the echo of the voice to speak across the generations.

Revelation may have been a one time event frozen in history. But each
revelation, each covenant, requires two parties, One who reveals and those who
accept. Each year Shavuot gives us the opportunity to accept Torah once again.
And when we do so, we allow our souls to stand with our ancestors at Sinai.

Hag sameach
Rabbi Jacob

F*hkhhkhhhkrkhkhhkhkhkhkhhrrhrkrkrhrkhdrkhkdhrkrhhhdhkhrdrrhrhrrhrkrddxhhrrrhrrrrrrrrrrridirs

Reflections:

To be a Jew means to wake up and to keep your eyes open to the many
beautiful, mysterious, and holy things that happen all around us every day. Many
of them are like little miracles: when we wake up and see the morning light,
when we taste food and grow strong, when we learn from others and grow wise,
when we hug the people we love and feel warm, when we help those around us
and feel good. All these and more are there for us every day, but we must open
our eyes to see them. -Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
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Co-Presidents Message

It is hard to believe that it is already June. May was another tough month with the loss of
congregants. We thank the Eisman’s for hosting the annual Lag B’Omer picnic at their
home.

Thank you to all that attended the congregational meeting. The budget, slate and
adjustment to the number of board members were all approved.

Good news was reported by Stuart that we burned through less reserves this past year but
the writing is on the wall. We have a limited amount of reserves and when these are
depleted------- .

Please take a few minutes to look through this Centerpost, as it has the most current
information about all that is going on at SBJC. We thank Betty for all the hard work she
puts in to publish this Centerpost every month. Just a reminder that the next Centerpost
will be in September.

One last request is if you know someone that is not receiving this or any other notice,
please have them call Leslie and give her their current Email address.

All the best to you and your families,

EVelyn qjcff

-




Notes From Sisterhood

Betty Arzt, Carol Burker

Courage does not suggest the absence of fear.

Each of us experiences loss, iliness, and other tragedies in our lives. How do we
handle these situations and move toward finding happiness? How and where do we
reach out to find our strength and courage? Is there some inner strength that we
need to muster courage? How can we be resilient when we face a difficult
situation? Can we find help from other sources?

During this month we will be celebrating Shavuot. Ruth and Naomi, the heroines of
the story, seem to find the strength to handle terrible losses and difficulties.
They experienced the loss of loved ones and famine. As we move through the
story, we wonder, what motivated Ruth to want to stay with Naomi, a woman who,
on the surface, had nothing beneficial o offer her? What motivated Naomi to
allow Ruth to stay with her and to teach her the ways of the Israelites? As we
travel through the story, we learn that Ruth and Naomi were, indeed, supportive of
each other.

Do we recognize ways that we can be helpful to others who are experiencing a
difficult time? This also requires strength and courage. Are we being respectful?

Are we showing humility? Are we being empathetic?

When we work together our limits are lessened.



Reflections:

On Sunday morning, May 4, 2025, we joined together to celebrate Torah Fund.
Sincere gratitude to Rabbi Jacob for sharing his reflections about his JTS
experiences. His presentation was refreshing and inspiring. His love of learning is
evident in his teaching. Thank you to Rowena Weinstein, our Torah Fund

Vice President and Margie Miller who have been diligent in their preparation and

implementation of this event.

"Whoever welcomes a friend with a smile, it's as though he gave his friend the
finest gift in the world.” (Proverbs) Our Sisterhood works as a team of friends.
We are keenly sensitive to the interests and concerns of our community. Our team
learns together, prays together, laughs together, and cares about each other and

our congregation. We'll continue to think in creative ways to connect.

Looking ahead:

The Book Club has selected the next book to review. We will be reviewing

The Love Elixir of Augusta Stern b nda Cohen Loigman. Please watch for
date and time of the meeting. As always, we thank Cindy Gunther for her
preparation and for facilitating the meeting.

The next Rosh Hodesh Study Meeting is scheduled for Sunday morning, June
22, at 10:30, via Zoom. The Zoom link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Sisterhood is delighted to provide a Shavuot Kiddish/Lunch on Tuesday,
June 3. This is the second day of Shavuot. Yiskor will be recited.

Join us for Canasta on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 and for Mah Jongg on
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 in the synagogue. New attendees are welcome.

Torah Fund Cards are available for all occasions. Thank you to Rowena Weinstein
for her dedication to Torah Fund.



As we celebrate Shavuot this year,
we'll reflect on the strength of our ancestors,
be thankful for what we have today,

and look forward to joyous tomorrows.
AAAAAKAAAKAKAKXAKAAAAAKRARAAAAAAKAAAKRAAARRARKRAARAX A AR IR Ahhhhkkhdhkkk

We are proud to present our Sisterhood Executive Team
Co-Presidents..Betty Arzt, Carol Burker

Membership Vice President..Joan Finkelman

Corresponding Secretary..Gloria Okin

Recording Secretary..Joan Finkelman

Treasurer..Rachel Rudich

Torah Fund Vice President..Rowena Weinstein

Ways and Means Vice President...Marilyn Cohen

Programing Vice President..Marilyn Cohen, Pam Guttman

Book Club Chairperson..Cynthia Gunther

Gift Shop Managers...Carol Burker, Susan Lifshitz, Rachel Rudich
Parliamentarian..Margie Miller

Appreciation and gratitude to our magnificent team members for their dedication
and commitment to Sisterhood and SBJC.

Happy Father's Day! Best wishes to the fathers,

grandfathers, sons, uncles, and other men in our lives. Whatever a4
way you celebrate Father's Day, we wish the men in our lives £
good health, joy, and peace. - G y

Graduation Time is herel We are proud of all of our graduates 440
and applaud their accomplishments. We send our best wishes.



Torah Fund Breakfast

May 4, 2025

Don't Separate yourself from the community!







MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Arnie Gewirtz

Dear Congregants:

Attending a SBJC Service conducted by our Rabbi
Jacob is always an enriching experience for many
reasons. From his Cantorial Liturgy, to his engaging “Drash,” he delivers many
powerful, inspiring messages and wonderful stories that are quite memorable.

Moreover, Davening together in the same Sanctuary, helps build our relationship
with each other, providing us with many vital elements and of course, Spiritual
Nourishment.

Won't you make the time to join our welcoming atmosphere? Try your best to
come to our Shul House for a Shabbat or Thursday night Adult-Education class.
You will feel connected, | promise.

Make Shavuot Your Simcha

Sunday evening, June 1, 2025 at 7:00: Service and Study Session
Everyone is invited for cheese cake and coffee after the study session.

Monday morning, June 2, 2025 at 9:30: Service
Tuesday morning, June 3, 2025 at 9:30: Service, Yizkor, Reading Ruth

Sisterhood is delighted to host lunch after the service.




Shalom From The Ritual Committee

So, what do you do on Shabbat?

Attending Shabbat services is comforting. We are with

friends and neighbors who are sharing a common purpose.
The atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming. Of course, there

are always many opportunities for learning.
Being at the kiddish allows us to experience a wonderful sense of community. Enjoying
a slice of challah and a sip of wine has special meaning. Sharing lunch and chatting

with someone sitting at the table allows us to slow down.

Shabbat is a time for us to unwind and de-stress. Each of us needs Shabbat.

xxxxx Thhkkhkrhhhhhkhkdrhkdrrrhhhhhrrkrhhd R R s R e T e L I e e s R Lt et e e

In case you missed it...

In case you missed it...on May 4, Sisterhood hosted a meaningful Torah Fund
event. We remember that Torah Fund strengthens Jewish education by supporting
scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti institutes of higher Jewish

learning.

In case you missed it...After a lovely lunch enjoyed by the attendees, Rabbi Jacob
reflected on his experience and connection with the JTS. Margie Miller explained the

importance of our support of Torah Fund. Rowena Weinstein coordinated the program.

Appreciation is extended to Rabbi Jacob, Rowena, and Margie for their sincere
dedication to making this important event happen. This was a wonderful opportunity
for our community to join together. Thanks to the generosity of our congregants, we

were able to present a significant donation to Torah Fund. Thanks to Margie for

sponsoring the lunch.



RITUAL RAYDIBLING

During the past 10 years we have had all of our Torahs ex-
amined and repaired by a sofer (scribe). However Torahs, like
bridges, need constant repairing. When you finish fixing them you
have to examine them and start over. While rolled, letters stick to
the parchment that presses against them and peel off, the ink used
fades after time, the stitches that hold the parchment together
loosen or tear and other defects appear. Any defect renders the To-
rah non-kosher and it may not be used during services.

We had a repair fund of over $20,000 but it is now de-
pleted. The Ritual Committee has decided to start a campaign to
replenish this fund. If you would care to participate in this cam-
paign, please send a check to the office and write Torah Repair
Fund in the memo line or attach a post-it to the check noting that
it is for the Torah repair Fund.

The committee thanks you in advance for your generosity
which will allow us to be sure that all of our Torahs remain ko-

sher.



Thank you to
Phyllis and Mike Eisman
for opening their home

and hosting the
Lag B’Omer celebration.
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Many people will walk in and out of your life,

\ but only true friends will leave footprints in your heart.

Eleanor Roosevelt




Shavuot at SBJC

Sisterhood

invites you to
Make Shavuot Your Simcha
Shavuot, Day 2, June 3, 2025, 7/Sivan

Service will include reading The Book of Ruth and recitation of Yizkor.
Shavuot Kiddish will follow the service.
Please call the SBJC Office, 516-223-8688,

to confirm your attendance.

Hag Sameach

Join us in prayer, study, and eating cheese cake.

Don’t separate yourself from the community.



A few reminders...

Each Thursday evening, at 7:30, Rabbi Rosner facilitates a study session. Topics
are relevant and discussion is encouraged.

Every Shabbat morning, after the kiddish, congregants and the rabbi engage in
Torah Study.

Congregants are invited to participate in Friday evening services on Zoom if

they are unable to attend in the shul.

Don’t separate yourself from the community.

6/2/25: Claire Cohen will chant the Haftarah
6/3/25: Mike Eisman will chant the Haftarah
6/7/25: Nat Greenfeld will chant the Haftarah
6/14/25: Ellen Shriki will chant the Haftarah
6/21/25: Claire Cohen will chant the Haftarah
6/28/25: Cheryl Cheron will chant the Haftarah
7/5/25: Mike Eisman will chant the Haftarah
7/12/25: Claire Cohen will chant the Haftarah
7/19/25: Ellen Shriki will chant the Haftarah
7/26/25: Claire Cohen will chant the Haftarah

Would you like to sponsor a kiddush or an oneg on Shabbat?

If you would like to acknowledge a special oceasion or observe
a yahrzeit, you may want to consider sponsoring a kiddush on
Saturday afternoon or an oneg on Friday evening.

We thank our econgregants who have been generous sponsors.



Condolences

With sadness, we mourn the passing of
Hy Kapito,
our dear friend and beloved congregant.
Our deepest condolences and love to Elle and the Kapito family.
May G-d comfort them
together with all the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

May Hy's memory be a blessing and an inspiration.

Condolences

With sadness, we mourn the passing of
Glen Lachow
brother of Jackie Zuckerman.
Our deepest condolences and love to Jackie and the Lachow / Zuckerman family.
May G-d comfort them
together with all the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

May Glen's memory be a blessing and an inspiration.

It is not incumbent upon you to finish the work,
but neither are you to desist from it entirely.

Pirkei Avot 2:21




Cheryl & Marc Cheron
Cheryl & Marc Cheron
Goldie Kieval

Goldie Kieval

Goldie Kieval

Goldie Kieval

Goldie Kieval

Goldie Kieval

Joan Sider

Joan Sider

Irene Wool

Mark & Pam Guttman
Richard Zuckerman
Arnold Gewirtz

Carol Burker

Carol Burker

Carol Burker

Carol Burker

Evelyn Estrine

Nat Greenfeld

Nat Greenfeld

Nat Greenfeld

DONATIONS: MAY, 2025

in memory of

in memory of

Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday

Get well soon

Thanks for Lag B’Omer
50t Anniversary

in memory of

in memory of

in memory of

Happy Birthday

in memory of

in memory of

Happy Birthday
Thanks for Lag B’Omer
Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday

in memory of

Thanks for Lag B’Omer
in memory of

in memory of

Hy Kapito

Glen Lachow

Eleanor Epstein
Sherry Ascher

Barry Ascher

Margie Miller

Mike & Phyllis Eisman
Egalitarian services at SBJC
Albert Tenenhaus
Teddy Tenenhaus
Martin Wool

Eleanor Epstein
Dorothy Zuckerman
Samuel Gewirtz
Eleanor Epstein

Mike & Phyllis Eisman
Sherry Ascher

Barry Ascher

Glen Lachow

Mike & Phyllis Eisman
Glen Lachow

lvy Feld’s mother

Thank you for your generous donations.
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JUNE, JULY, & AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Cheryl & Marc Cheron, Anniversary, June 1
Goldie Kieval, Birthday, June 11 Y -

Eugene & Carolyn Hecht, Anniversary, June 13 )
Yosef & Marilyn Weiss, Anniversary, June 21
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Merril Kahn, Birthday, July 1
Joan Zeitlin, Birthday, July 12
Helen Gittleman, Birthday, July 24

Lynn Klausner, Birthday, August &

Mike Eisman, Birthday, August 9

Yaacov Shriki, Birthday, August 11

Larry & Joan Feldman, August 22

Jean Silvers, Birthday, August 25

Jackie & Richard Zuckerman, Anniversary, August 25
Joan Edwards, Birthday August 28

Alan Levine, Birthday, August 28

Y A

Please join us: AR
Simcha Shabbat |5 = |

On the first Friday evening service T -
of each month we celebrate %
birthdays, anniversaries and |

joyous occasions




Ben's Is Proud To Support...
South Baldwm ]ew1sh Center

vevew.BensDeli.net
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KOSHER DELICATESSEN
RESTAURANT & CATERER

UNDER #SBSINICAL SUFERVISION DAILY

PIASSAU . SIICRE-
SUFTOLK COUNITY - [&51) 724300

WESTCHESTI R DEUVERY - (314] 2462347
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Kosher Restaurant & Caterers
WALLY & RUSS GOETZ
Owners

W LE

I

2]

¥

A 3

o

i
0
3
b

641 East Park Avenue
Long Beach, New York 11561
(516) 431-4411 - (516) 431-4457

ALL OUR MEATS
ARE SOAKED AND SALTED
MASHGIACH ON PREMISES

(516) 333-1616
ALFIE

NASSAU
g E KOSHER MEATS ﬁx
AND KITCHEN
SO W2
,L-f. E 495 Bellmore Avenue (D4,
East Meadow, N.Y. 115654 A
Phones: Fax

(516) 766-1561

(516) 766-1582 Whesgle

& Retail
Bagels
& Bialys

405 Merrick Rd.
Oceanside NY
11572
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SIGNATURE =

PREMIER PROPERTIES

75 Seaman Avenue
Rockville Cenlre, NY 11570
SignalurePremier.com

Mobile:  516.521.6637
Office: 516.766.7900
Fax: 516.766.2900 ’ ¢

Alan D. Levine, GPA

Licensed Real Estate Associole Broker
Mulli-Million Dollar Sales Producer

AlanLevined4d4écyahoo.com
www.drewloren.com

aIl plumbing rapalrs & installation
camplete bathroom remodeling
tile grouting & caulking

iul!i;insured b
est.. 1978

_____________ a4

‘835 Atlantic Avenue
Baldwin Harbor, NY 11510

Lyndell Senior

Assistant Vice President

& Branch Manager
Isenlor@ndgewoodbclnk com

Office: 516-223-2835
ch 516- 377 0345

www rldgewoodbank com.

Catering Mon. v Thuns, 9 AM - 7:00 PM
Shiva Baskets . Fri. 8 AM - Sundown
Gift Baskets "o Sut - Closed
Shipped Shomer Shabbat Sun-9AM -6 PM
Anywhere

TAVLIN

Mediterranean Food Market
FRESH MIDDLE EASTERN SALADS MADE DAILY - ALL NATURAL
2828 Merrick Road, Bellmore, NY 11710 (516) 221 -9008




OVER /\YEARS OF
SERVICE

Gutterman’s

FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1892 INC

One of The Largest Family Owned & Operated Jewish Funeral Homes
Serving Long Island, New York & Florida

Directors: *STEWART GUTTERMAN ¢ PHILIP GUTTERMAN
STEVEN KANOWITZ « *HOWARD C. KOTKIN
*ROBERT SHERMAN « *ELLIOTT H.WOLFE

8 Chapels In: ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.L: 175 N. Long Beach Rd. » 516-764-9400
' WOODBURY, L.1.: 8000 Jericho Turnpike » 516-921-5757
BROOKLYN: 1283 Coney Island Avenue * 718-284-1500

~ | InFlorida:  GUTTERMAN-WARHEIT MEMORIAL CHAPEL - 1-800-992-9262
-5 SERVING MIAMI-DADE, BROWARD, PALM BEACH & MARTIN COUNTIES

£ Arrangements for Out-of-State Burials 2 QiessedWienony

.| MONUMENTS BY GUTTERMAN'S

@ www.guttermansinc.com

DY MYV W USPS 096-260

Congregation Shaarei Shalom

South Baldwin Jewish Center
2959 Grand Avenue Baldwin NY 11510




