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Jewish Center Noting that one should spend time in close proximity to the Chanukah lights, the Rebbe would say,
(USPS 096-260) “We must listen carefully to what the candles are saying.” So what are the flickering flames telling us?
2959 Grand Avenue Here are some messages:

Baldwin,
New York 11510. a. Never be afraid to stand up for what’s right. Judah Maccabee and his band faced daunting odds,
(516) 223-8688. but that didn’t stop them. With a prayer on their lips and faith in their heart, they entered the battle
of their lives—and won. We can do the same.

Postmaster: . . .
Send change of b. Always increase in matters of goodness and Torah observance. Sure, a single flame was good
address to South enough for yesterday, but today needs to be even better.

Baldwin Jewish

Center c. Alittle light goes a long way. The Chanukah candles are lit when dusk is falling. Perched in the

doorway, they serve as a beacon for the darkening streets.

Centerpost is pub-

lished monthly, enough to be a Jew at heart, or even at home. Chanukah teaches us to shine outwards into our sur-

except for July and roundings with the GOdly glow of mitzvahs. From the Chabad website
August.

d. Take it to the streets. Chanukah is unique in that its primary mitzvah is observed in public. It's not
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South Baldwin Jewish Center
2959 Grand Avenue
Baldwin, NY 11510
DOV MWW m Phone: 516-223-8688 | Fax: 516-223-8689

Email. southBaldwinOffice@gmail.com

Co-Presidents Message

IT SEEMS THAT THE MONTHS ARE FLYING BY. THE SECULAR THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
LEFT US STUFFED AND THANKFUL FOR ALL WE HAVE, AND A RENEWED SENSE OF
BEING. SADELY WE MORN THE LOSS OF SHEILA GOLDSMITH, THE LAST OF OUR
FOUNDING MEMBERS. WE WISH TO THANK ALL THOSE THAT HAVE SPONSORED A
SHABBAT KIDUSH, AND LOOK FORWARD TO CELEBRATING ONE OF YOUR SPECIAL
MOMENTS IN THE FUTURE.

LOOKING AHEAD, THE CHUNAKKAH CANDLE LIGHTING WILL BE ON THE FIRST NIGHT,
12/25 AT 5:30. YES THAT IS CHRISTMAS NIGHT, HOWEVER THE BOARD DECIDED THAT WE
KEEP THE TRADITION OF LIGHTING ON THE FIRST NIGHT. THE FOLLOWING SHABBAT
12/28 SISTERHOOD IS INVITING YOU TO A CHANUKKAH PARTY FOLLOWING SERVICES.
WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR.

Stay warn and healthy,




FROM THE RABBI’'S DESK
Rabbi Jacob Rosner

Dear Friends,

It has become stylish to say that Hanukkah is the
least important of our festive days. | would argue
that, if observed properly, Hanukkah is thematically a very important
holiday to American Jews in the 21st century.

As children we learn about Hanukkah as a military victory against the
Greeks who tried to deny us our religious freedom.

The reality is that Hanukkah began as a civil war between pious and
assimilated Jews. In the Book of Maccabees we are given this example of
radical assimilation: “At that time, lawless men arose in Israel and seduced
many with their plea, ‘come, let us make a covenant with the idolaters
around us, because ever since we have kept each other separated from
them we have suffered many evils.” Thereupon, they built a gymnasium
in Jerusalem and underwent operations to disguise their circumcision,
rebelling against the sacred covenant.” (1 Maccabees 1:11-15)

Even today’s most distant Jews, the superstars of assimilation, don’t go
quite that far.

The story of Hanukah should be taught as the victory of the Maccabees
as defenders of the faith over the forces of assimilation in their time.

We all know that, in addition to antisemitism, assimilation and disinterest
are plagues that threaten the future of Diaspora Jewry. Hanukkah is a
season tailor made to confront those issues. (continued...)



How ironic that because of its proximity in time to Christmas, instead of
becoming a tool to fight assimilation, Hanukkah has devolved into an
instrument of assimilation.

Gift giving, decorations and parties are not part of the tradition. They are
all attempts to make ourselves and our children feel good during the
Christmas season.

It is a sad commentary of our times that we feel the need to turn
Hanukkah into the Jewish answer for Christmas. A child who experiences
Shabbat every week complete with guests, special meals, decorated
tables and blessings (Thanksgiving every week sans football), a family
that builds a sukkah in the back yard more pretty than any Christmas
tree, and eats, plays and even sleeps in it, a family that makes the seder
child friendly as it is supposed to be, telling the story and giving afikomen
gifts, will not have children jealous of their Christian friends.

On Hanukkah we should remind our children and ourselves of our

uniqueness as Jews and of the importance of waging war on the forces of
assimilation in our times.

Kkkhkhkhkkikhkkkhkhhkdhkhkkhhkhkhkhhkhhhhkkkkkhhkhhhkhkhkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhhhkkkhkkkrirk

Life is made of precious moments!




Notes From Sisterhood
Betty Arzt

Each night of Hanukkah the Shamash on our hanukkiah shares its flame to light the
other candles. The Shamash eagerly participates in this practice, night after
night. After it finishes its job, we place the Shamash in its proper place higher
than the rest of the candles.

Perhaps, like the Shamash, each of us is capable of passing on the light to inspire
others. Let's allow this holiday to energize us to serve as a Shamash to those
around us. How can we give others the spark that they need? How can we, in our
own way, help illuminate the world? We have the potential to shine.

Let’s be strong and strengthen each other.
Reflections:

Thank you to all who have responded to our Membership Invitation. As always, we
appreciate your support. Forgot to respond? There is still time. Dues are $40.00,
basic dues or $54.00, triple chai.

We are delighted to introduce to you the managers of our Gift Shop:

Carol Burker, Susan Lifshitz, and Rachel Rudich. We thank them for their
commitment and diligence. They look forward to helping you with your holiday and
personal needs.

With deep sadness, we mourn the passing of our dear friend, Sheila Goldsmith.
Her dedication and devotion to our synagogue are well recognized. Our sincere
condolences to her family. She will be missed.



Looking Ahead:

The Rosh Hodesh Study Group will be meeting on Sunday morning, December 8,
at 10:30, via Zoom. The link will be sent out when we get closer to the event.
We have created a comfortable, safe place to share our thoughts.

Comedy Night: We will be participating in a " joint program” with neighboring
synagogues. On Thursday evening, December 12, at 8:00 PM, we will be enjoying
a program featuring Allan Fuks. This promises to be an entertaining and delightful
evening. This will be an in person event as well as a Zoom event. Please find
information elsewhere in this Centerpost. Registration is required. Please note
that there is no charge for members of Sisterhood. Not a member of Sisterhood?
We ask for a $20.00 donations. Thank you to Marilyn Cohen for facilitating this
event.

Please join us for our Hanukkah Party on Saturday, December 28, after services.
Please find details in this Centerpost.

Join us for Canasta on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 and for Mah Jongg on
Tuesday evenings at 6:30, in the synagogue. New participants are welcome.

Torah Fund Cards are available for all occasions. Torah Fund strengthens Jewish
education by supporting scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti
institutes of higher Jewish learning.

Happy Hanukkah! Our prayers on Hanukkah | BTY 4

express our gratitude—gratitude for times ("
past and for times present. Let's remember P w &
to be thankful for everyday blessings. \ - £ é
o APP \
21 IS
HANUKKAH




MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Arnie Gewirtz

Segment three follows:

This year, may there be peace between the Jews of Israel and the Arabs...and
may there also be peace between the Jews of Israel, which, sometimes, seems
more difficult to achieve.

May your bank statement and your budget both balance and may they include
generous charitable amounts for our SBJC Synagogue.

May you have enough to give you contentment and enough left over so that
you can be generous.

May we learn in this new year that what really counts the most is, not the days,
not the machines we have in our lives, but the people we have in our lives; not
how much we can accumulate, but how much we can share and with whom.

And may we have peace in the world for all to enjoy.

And may Hashem always be with you and may you always know it.

Would you like to sponsor a kiddush or an oneg on Shabbat?

If you would like to acknowledge a special occasion or observe a yahrzeit, you may
want to congider gponsoring a kiddush on Saturday afternoon or an oneg on Friday
evening.

We invite a few families to join together to help defray the cost.
Please call the office if you are interested.




Shalom From The Ritual Committee.
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We frequently quote from Pirkei Avot reminding us
to not “separate ourselves from the community.”
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According to Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Community is
society with a human face - the place where we know we’re not alone.” He
continues to say, “We are not made to live alone.”

Our tradition values community. When we come to shul to pray, we pray
together, as a community. We pray for our families and our friends. When we
are praying for some personal concerns, we realize that we are not alone. The
person next to us or someone cross the room will reach out to offer comfort.

We enjoy Shabbat and Holy Days together. We celebrate happy occasions. We
acknowledge sad events. We enjoy having meals together. We may choose to
share our observances of personal events with the community.

Rabbi Rosner’s teachings have been meaningful and inspiring. We have been
enjoying intellectual study and spiritual growth. In addition to teaching a class
on Thursday evenings, Rabbi has initiated a Shabbat Study Session after the
Shabbat Kiddish. Rabbi has not hesitated to visit our sick congregants or
attend shiva minyons. Rabbi and Sari have radiated warmth and concern for our
congregation.

We invite everyone to join us as we journey ahead. Let’s continue to be a
supportive congregation. Our synagogue will grow when we gather together to
provide friendship and encouragement to each other. Show up for Shabbat!
Join us for our synagogue events. We all have talents and skills to share. We
welcome your involvement.

Don’t separate yourself from the community.



Reflections:

To be a Jew means to wake up and to keep your eyes open to the many
beautiful, mysterious, and holy things that happen all around us every day.

Many of them are like little miracles: when we wake up and see the morning
light, when we taste food and grow strong, when we learn from others and grow
wise, when we hug the people we love and feel warm, when we help those
around us and feel good. All these and more are there for us every day, but we
must open our eyes to see them.  -Rabbi Lawrence Kushner

Condolences

With sadness, we mourn the passing of Sheila Goldsmith, our dear friend
and beloved congregant. Our deepest condolences and love to Ron,
Leslie, grandsons Matthew and Joshua and the Goldsmith Family.

May G-d comfort you
together with all the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
May her memory be a blessing.

Don’t separate yourself from the community

12/7/24: Cheryl Cheron will chant the Haftarah
12/14/24: Nat Greenfeld will chant the Haftarah
12/21/24: Mike Eisman will chant the Haftarah
12/28/24: Ellen Shriki will chant the Haftarah
1/4/25: Mike Eisman will chant the Haftarah
1/11/25: Cheryl Cheron will chant the Haftarah
1/18/25: Ellen Shriki will chant the Haftarah
1/25/25: Cheryl Cheron will chant the Haftarah

Donations will appear in the January Centerpost



Hanukkah Message
We value kindness. Give the gift of kindness.

As we light our candles, our hope is for kindness, simple acts of kindness. Simple
acts of kindness are not small ones. It is our hope that individuals will embrace
kind words and actions. Kindness implies showing respect for family, friends,
acquaintances, and, yes, strangers. Kindness suggests concern at the workplace, in
the supermarket, even in the parking lot. It is certainly easier to be kind than not
to be. We only need to think about it, welcome it, and allow kindness to be part of
our lives.

A warm smile or a friendly “hello” will make the day brighter for the recipient as
well as for the giver. Simply holding the door for the person behind us shows that
we care. Allowing someone to feel comfortable sharing an opinion will allow that
person to feel that his/her thoughts matter. Focusing on the person with whom
you are speaking, as if you were the only two individuals in the room, will make such
a difference. And, of course, not speaking ill of someone is paramount. We could
go on and on.

There is so much talk about violence and terror and bullying. Perhaps we could
focus on words that heal and not words that hurt. Perhaps we could focus on
actions that show selflessness, compassion, and concern.

When does kindness begin? Is it in the womb? Is it learned from parents, family
and friends? Wherever it begins, we need to make certain that we are the aides,
not the inhibitors.

It is our belief that every act of kindness creates a ripple effect. It is our hope
that simple acts of kindness will generate tranquility and peacefulness.

May our Hanukkah celebration be joyful and meaningful.




What is the Hanukkiah?

Although most people use the word menorah in the context of Hanukkah,
what observers are actually lighting is called a hanukkiah (ha-noo-kee-ah).
It looks very similar to a menorah, but has eight prongs and has a ninth
candle, the Shamash, used to light the other candles.

When you light the Hanukkiah...

On the first night of Hanukkah, place a candle in the holder on the far
right, and light it with the shamash. Then put the shamash back in its spot.
On the second night, light the candle second from the right, then the candle
on the far right, and replace the lit shamash. Continue lighting a new
candle each night, in the same manner.

Lighting the Hanukkiah at the Baldwin LIRR Station

We will be meeting at the Baldwin LIRR Station
on erev Hanukkah, Wednesday, December 25, at 5:30,
to light the first candle on the Hanukkiah.

We welcome your participation.




Hanukkah Quiz @

1. What does the Hebrew word Hanukkah mean? ‘(
2. In English, Hanukkah has two names. The
Festival of and the Festival of

3. During which Hebrew month do we begin to celebrate

Hanukkah? On which day?

4. What historic event does Hanukkah commemorate?

5. Who was the Syrian-Greek ruler who tried to pull Jews away from
Judaism?

6. What is the name of the jelly donuts we eat during Hanukkah?

7. What Hebrew letters are on the four sides of the dreidel? What
do they mean in English?

8. The letter “paye” on an Israeli dreidel replaces which letter on an
American dreidel?

9. What is the name of the money or chocolate candy given to
children during Hanukkah?

10. What is the name of the candle used to light the others?

11. How many candles, including the shamash, do we need for all of
Hanukkah?

12. On the first night of Hanukkah, how many blessings are said
before the lights are kindled?

13. The sixth day of Hanukkah is the first day of which new Hebrew
month?

14. In what year did the historical event of Hanukkah take place?
15. Why do we light Hanukkah lights?

(Answers appear elsewhere in this EV&WW
Centerpost. Keep asking questions!) e e



South Baldwin Jewish Center

Rabbi
Jacob’s
CLASSES

EVERYONE IS Thursdays
WELCOME TO aF 7450
ATTEND in the

SBJC LIBRARY

“THE MIND IS NOT A VESSEL TO BE FILLED, BUT A FIRE TO BE
KINDLED” Piutarch

We can meet for dinner at 6 at the Baldwin Coach Diner before class



S\AVE/THE DATES abzilu

D ECEM B ER Or‘gomzobon

N, 6th&7th

"l & B

Friday, December 6th @ 7:30 pm

Please join us for this special service to support the Hatzilu
Rescue Organization, which helps Jewish people in need.
Alan Levine, Member and President of Hatzilu, will be
speaking at this Erev Shabbat Service.

Saturday, December 7th @ 4:00 pm

Immerse yourself in the beauty and rich history of Yiddish music
with a free concert and educational experience, presented by
Rabbi David Katz and Jessica Gerschitz.

Please consider bringing a -
non-perishable donation

Questions? Contact Laurel at friedworks@gmail.com

Temple Or Elohim, A Community Reform Congregation
18 Tobie Lane, Jericho | (516) 433-9888 | www.OrElohim.org



“Alan Puks by definitoly one to sen,
vou'll be laughing the whole time "

“The ultimate
mudtl-culitural
comedian’

°Hlaugnier is the best medicine..
then Allan Fuls is the cure!”

The Sisterhoods of
Congregation B'nai Sholom-8eth David, East Meadow Aeth-E1 lewish Cenler,
Hawlett-East Rockaway lewish Centre, Oceanside Jawish Center,
South Saldwin Jawish Center, and Temple Beth El of Cadarhurst

COMEDY NIGHT
ALLAN FUKS

and opening ect

ELON ALTMAN
Thursday, December 12 at 8:00 PM

Hewlott-Eas! Rocknway lewish Centre

298 Main Street, East Rockaway, MY 11518
FREE for membeta of our Sisterhoods,

$20 for non-Sisterhood members of our congregations. (Man are welcome too!)
Regster by Decomber 5 at:
hilps:/ Ditly, Shaterhood - Joint - Program- 2024
Questione ? Contact Ifarilyn Cohen at MarilynwldZ?@gmeil.com
The Zoom link will be emailed sfter you srgiaker
Please tell Niariyn [P you will g1tend br-person or on Zoom.

8= — Q=2 = d
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. Dedication
. The Festival of Lights and The Festival of

Answers to Hanukkah Quiz

Y

Dedication.

. Kislev, on the 25th day

The Israelites struggle for religious freedom against the Syrian-
Greeks

Antiochus IV Epiphanes

Sufganiyot

Nun, gimmel, hey, and shin, meaning “A great miracle happened
there.”

Shin. The meaning becomes “A great miracle happened here.”

Gelt

10.Shamash

11.44

12.Three

13.Tevet

14.165 B.C.E.

15.To recall the miracle of the oil that lasted for eight days when

the Temple was rededicated.

kkkkkkkrkhkkkkdhkkkkkkkdkhkkkhkhkhhhkkhkkkkhhikkkkkrdktdkkhkhkhhirrihix
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It's a Hanukkah Party!
Invitation From Sisterhood

Saturday, December 28, 2024
Service begins at 9:30
Lunch, songs, and games after the service

ML

N
HANUKKAH

~@p

Don't separate yourself from the community.



MAHJONG CARDS

It's time
e’ to order
B your
2025
cards
Name
Address
Phone Email

Enclose check made payable to Sisterhood SBIC.
Please date check for January 1, 2025 and send to office by
December 23, 2024

$ 14 regular card $ 15 large print
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DECEMBER & JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Eugene Hecht, Birthday, December 2

Nat Greenfeld, Birthday, December 11

Gloria Okin, Birthday, December 12
Sherry & Barry Ascher, Anniversary, December 14 \
Jeff Barkan, Birthday, December 17 A
Joan & Marty Sider, Anniversary, December 17 '
Robert Chorne, Birthday, December 20

Barbara Harris, Birthday, December 31

.- . N I
\ [ y - . ‘f_ s (
op BIRY Hp . K. ¢
N )"l'_;l-.-', \>

Cheryl Cheron, Birthday, January 3
Ethel Zamurut, Birthday, January 17
Marty Sider, Birthday, January 24

1Y 91

Please join us:
Simcha Shabbat

On the first Friday evening service
of each month we celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries and

joyous occasions




Ben's Is Proud To Support... | SIGNATURE & @i

PREMIER PROPERTIES

South Ba dwm ]eW1sh Center | sseomon o

Rockville Cenltre, NY 11570

VW, BensDeh net SignalurePremier.com
L BAYSIDE - o (718) 2292247
& 60CA RATGRL .15 1) 4705761
WA CARLE FLACE .. . .(514] 742:00 .
L AL, (:51(.): 1110 Mo{b'le' 516.521 '?337
W18 PoANBATIAN D (n2) avezd67 e )
KOSHER DE“EMESSEN Wt VIQODBURY. . .o voeee (518) 426 4236 (?f [ 516.766.7900
1IAS5AU 5. SHORE - (514) 8682072 Fax: 516.766.2900 [
SUFIOLK COUNTY.. (431} 7243000
RESTAURANT & CATERER VIESTCHESTIR ocuvrx'v-(v"u] Lietes . . Alan D. Levine, GPA
v Alonleving444@yohoo.com Liconsed Real Estale Associole Broke
UNGER ZABSINICAL SUFERVISION DAILY TR (e www.drewloren.com " III‘M'IIi ~r rSc;I OCP'O “' 1OKCH
o ulll-Milion Dollar Sales Proclucer

J' S
«\Qﬁ“\.’ﬁ%ﬂg@ﬁ& 7 -BarnagatPIumbmg |nc.

KOSh?/EATE\? iaé‘ﬁ‘é’s‘taﬁgiterers : all plumbing repairs & Installation residential épe_ul'alia't__'
Owners ‘1 ' camplete bathroom remodeling fullyinsured
641 East Park Avenue ast,, 1978
Long Beach, New York 11561 e ;
(516) 431-4411 » (516) 431-4457 - " office 516 764- D395
—gell 516 225-2854——
61 ALL OUR MEATS ‘835 Atlantic Avenue
516) 333-1616 / ATS !
E\mg ARE SOAKED AND SALTED Baldwin Harbor, NY 11510
MASHGIACH ON PREMISES
NASSAU
ﬁ KOSHER MEATS X& Lyndell Senior
ssistan! Vice Presiden
AND KITCHEN & Branch Manager Office: 516-223-2835
O D YWl Isenior@ridgewoodbank.com Fax: 516-377-0345
AN i _ —_—

Hq )\ \?ﬁ 495 Bellmore Avenue wwwitldgewooadbank.com '
East Meadow, N.Y. 11554 B e S S ey 3

Phones: |
Catering Mon, thru Thurs, 9 AM - 7:00 PM
(5 16) 766- 1581 Shiva Baskets ., Fri, 8 AM - Sundown
Gift Baskets WD Sat - Closed
Shipped Shomner Shabbat Sun - 9AM - 6 PM

Anywhere

Wholesale
405 Merrick Rd. & Retail TA V LIN
Bagels Mediterranean Food Market

OCG&HSlde NY g '/’/ FRESH MIDDLE EASTERN SALADS MADE DAILY - ALL NATURAL

S '/ & B|a|y3 2828 Merrick Road, Bellmore, NY 11710 (516) 221-9008
11572 WYORK L crrick [Koad, seilimore, 21-

(516) 766-1582




OVER A\YEARS OF
SERVICE

Gutterman’s

FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1892 INC

One of The Largest Family Owned & Operated Jewish Funeral Homes
Serving Long Island, New York & Florida

Directors: *STEWART GUTTERMAN ¢ PHILIP GUTTERMAN
STEVEN KANOWITZ « *HOWARD C. KOTKIN
¥*ROBERT SHERMAN * *ELLIOTT H.WOLFE

Chapels In: ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.I.: 175 N. Long Beach Rd. » 516-764-9400
WOODBURY, L.l.: 8000 Jericho Turnpike * 516-921-5757
BROOKLYN: 1283 Coney Island Avenue * 718-284-1500

" InFlorid:  GUTTERMAN-WARHEIT MEMORIAL CHAPEL * 1-800-992-9262
! A& ; SERVING MIAMI-DADE, BROWARD, PALM BEACH & MARTIN COUNTIES

| Arrangements for Out-of-State Burials * Of Bessed Hemory

[ MIONUMENTS BY GUTTERMAN'S

B www.guttermansinc.com

DY WY m USPS 096-260

Congregation Shaarei Shalom

South Baldwin Jewish Center
2959 Grand Avenue Baldwin NY 11510

516-223-8688 www.SBJC.NET



