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HONORING PAST ACHIEVEMENTS, while predicting a bright future. At the Weatherly Area School Board caucus meeting 
on November 5, girls’ and boys’ cross country coaches Ryan Kately, Rebecca Jones and Brandon Pugh recognized the 
members of the school’s junior high XC teams, and talked about the future of the program. For the first time in school 
history, both squads won Schuylkill League team championships. Mikayla Pugh became Weatherly’s first-ever female 
individual Schuylkill League Cross Country Champion. Both teams went on to compete at the state level. Coaches, some 
team members, and school board members are shown above.� Photo courtesy of Heather Moyer

Tax increase in Dennison
by Suzanne Winters

Secretary Kathleen Stortz did 
the first reading of the 2026 
budget at the November 5 
Dennison Township supervisors’ 
meeting. A motion to approve 
the budget was passed. It will 
now be advertised and board 
member Chris Bender will post 
it on the township website for 
review.

The 2026 tax rate will be 
raised from .5 mils to .75 mils.

The budget will be read again 
at the December meeting when 
it will be adopted.

The secretary read the 
September police report, which 
noted 53.42 hours of patrol 
and 23.02 hours dedicated to 
incidents. She was advised the 
October report would be late 
due to personnel changes.

Board chair Sheila Weaver 
said the Planning Commission 
reviewed the YMCA plans. The 
plans will be approved when the 

See DENNISON, page 6PAINTING POSTPONED: Michelle Lee Arts’ Facebook live 
session on the Community Paint Project for White Haven 
was postponed from this past week until this Sunday, 
November 16, at Noon. To see the painting shown above, 
started at the Jam Below the Dam, finished, visit https://
www.Facebook.com/MichelleLeeArts � JH: Ruth Isenberg
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Editorial
Thank you, veterans

by Ruth Isenberg

The cold, snow-flurry conditions on Tuesday morning were 
somehow fitting for Veterans Day. Veterans Day is not, and should 

not be, a sunny holiday perfect 
for picnics and clearance sales. 
Veterans Day is a much more 
serious occasion.

Veterans Day is a time to 
remember and appreciate the 
sacrifices that have been made, 
and continue to be made, by 
the men and women who serve 
our country by serving in the 
military. Whether living or dead, 
whether they enlisted or were 
drafted, everyone who has given 
their time to protect our country 
in war and in peace deserves our 
thanks.

They deserve more than just 
thanks. Retired veterans deserve good health care and support from 
county, state and federal agencies. They deserve recognition and 
appreciation. More needs to be done to provide housing and mental 
health services for those who need help.

Men and women currently serving in the military — our future 
veterans — deserve better pay. They should not need to rely on SNAP 
benefits to feed their families. They should not be used as pawns in 
the on-going political turmoil that has infected our nation. 

Our military, including our National Guard, exists to protect our 
nation from external enemies. Its primary mission, when you get right 
down to it, is to preserve peace. Veterans have done their part. Thank 
you to all of them.

Weatherly honor guard

From The Journal-Herald
November 3, 2005
Clara R. Holder, Publisher

Weatherly Borough Council 
candidates Tom Connors, 
Norm Richie and Tom Hiscar 
attended a candidates night at 
the Weatherly Area Community 
Library, describing their hopes 
for the community. All agreed 
on one thing — “Weatherly is a 
great place to live, one they each 
want to make even better.”

A nice crowd attended a 
Candidates Forum sponsored 
by the Greater White Haven 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Local and county candidates 
addressed the group.

There was a long list of 
candidates for office in the 
election. There was no contest 
for Weatherly Area School 
Board, with five candidates for 
five open seats. In Crestwood 
there were five candidates for 
four seats, so a contest. 

The front page, in addition to 
the candidates’ events, included 
a picture from the Halloween 
night safe house put on by the 
White Haven Police Department 
at the Ambulance building. 
Nearly 600 kids and parents 
stopped by over the course of 
the evening.

In Weatherly, the Rotary 
served hotdogs to 522 people 
out trick-or-treating in the 
borough.

The Weatherly Senior 
Citizens Friendship Club held 
a Halloween costume contest, 
with 41 members attending. 

The Weatherly Area High 
School senior class sponsored 
a Senior Slam event with two 
special basketball games, the 
first was a rematch of the 
Weatherly Elementary/Middle 
School teachers and staff against 
their rivals, the high school 
teachers. The E/M took home 
the trophy in 2004. The second 
game pitted the senior class 
against their parents.

Knights of Columbus officers 
for the Fourth Degree Assembly 

in the Hazleton area were 
installed at a special ceremony 
at the Church of St. Patrick in 
White Haven. Dignitaries from 
the Pennsylvania East District 
presided.

From The 
Weatherly Herald
October 27, 1955
Robert V. Faust, Publisher

Monday, November 14, was 
set as the date when members of 
the Weatherly Area Joint School 
Board were to be called together 
for the sole purpose of further 
discussing the proposition 
for construction of a new 
elementary school building, and 
broadening educational facilities 
in the Weatherly Area.

Following a custom which has 
been in vogue for some years 
past, the American Legion Post 
360 will attend church worship 
services in a body on Sunday, 
November 7. This year the group 
will go to the First Presbyterian 
Church, Rev. William J. Peck, 
pastor.

Contractor Walter Snell has 
completed a contract to replace 
the faces in the schwab school 
clock. The frames holding the 
faces were renewed, the first 
time this was done since the 
tower was built.

From The Journal
October 28, 1976
Jay & Clara Holder, 
Publishers

The White Haven 
Presbyterian Church will 
hold a special Bicentennial 
Communion service on Sunday. 
The service will be conducted in 
the manner of Colonial times, 
and it is hoped that many 
attending will wear Colonial 
costumes.

The White Haven Lions Club 
will meet permanently at Mr. 
Seafood. A letter expressing 
appreciation will be sent to 
the Sportsman Motel, the Club 
meeting place for many years, 
for favors rendered in the past.
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Public Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted to Brian Schell, 
of Cherryville, Pennsylvania, 
in the Estate of Lorraine Edith 
Schell, late of Mountain Top, 
Pennsylvania, who died on May 
30, 2025.  All persons indebted 
to said Estate are requested to 
make payment and those having 
claims or demands to present 
the same without delay to the 
Administrator named or to:

Alexis C. Falvello, Esquire
THE FALVELLO LAW FIRM, P.C.

641 State Route 93
Sugarloaf, PA 18249

11/20

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted to Elizabeth 
Caltabiano, of Sugarloaf, 
Pennsylvania, in the Estate 
of Patricia Walser, late of 
Sugarloaf, Pennsylvania, who 
died on September 25, 2025.  All 
persons indebted to said Estate 
are requested to make payment 
and those having claims or 
demands to present the same 
without delay to the Administrator 
named or to:

Alexis C. Falvello, Esquire
THE FALVELLO LAW FIRM, P.C.

641 State Route 93
Sugarloaf, PA 18249

11/20

PUBLIC NOTICE
The White Haven Fire Co. 

No. 1 hereby announces its 
intention to apply for a loan from 
the Volunteer Loan Assistance 
Program administered by 
the Office of the State Fire 
Commissioner. The White Haven 
Fire Co. No. 1 hereby certifies 
that:

The White Haven Fire Co. No. 
1 by-laws do not discriminate 
against applicants for. 
Membership on the basis of race, 
color, religious creed, national 
origin, sex, age or handicap, and

There is not an unwritten policy 
of discrimination for membership 
in the White Haven Fire Co. No. 
1.

Comments on this application 
should be forwarded to 212-214 
Main Street, White Haven, PA 
18661 and the Office of the State 
Fire Commissioner, Volunteer 
Loan Assistance Program, 2605 
Interstate Drive, Harrisburg, PA 
17110-9346.

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE 
ADOPTION 

DENNISON TOWNSHIP 
LUZERNE COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Notice is hereby given that 

the Board of Supervisors of 
Dennison Township, Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania, plan to 
adopt  an Ordinance to enact the 
new Code of Ordinances. 

The Ordinance adopts and 
enacts the “Code of Ordinances, 
Dennison Township, Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania,” 
published by CivicPlus, LLC, 
consisting of Chapters 1 through 
26, each inclusive. 

The Code consolidates 
all general and permanent 
ordinances of Dennison 
Township enacted on or before 
April 6, 2022. The Ordinance 
repeals certain ordinances 
not included in the new Code, 
provides penalties for violations, 
and establishes procedures for 
amending the Code. 

Copies of the complete 
proposed Ordinance and the 
new Code of Ordinances are 
available for public inspection at 
dennisontwp.org. 

Dennison Township
Board of Supervisors 

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS will be received by Carol Lenahan, Secretary, 
East Side Borough 100 N. Sheaman Road, White Haven, Pa. until 
12:00 Noon on Thursday, December 4, 2025 for the following:

SNOW REMOVAL SERVICES
DESCRIPTION:  Vendor to supply snow removal services for the 

Borough of East Side, beginning January 1, 2026 and ending December 
31, 2026, with the option of renewing the contract for an additional 2 - 1 
year periods. Bid to include the cost of equipment with operator(s) for 
the following:

	 Truck with snow plow and rock salt spreader
     	 Wheeled front end loader
	 Estimated cost for rock salt, including hauling
Bidders must be able to provide rock salt.  Location of storage area 

must be noted on bid proposal.
Bidders must provide proof of liability insurance coverage in the 

amount of $500,000 and Workman’s Compensation Insurance (if 
applicable) when submitting bid proposal.

Proposals must be upon the forms furnished by the Municipality.  
Forms can be obtained from the Secretary, Carol Lenahan, 100 N. 
Sheaman Road, White Haven, Pa. 18661. Phone Number:  570-443-
7011.               

Bids will be opened and publicly read at the regular monthly meeting 
of East Side Borough Council scheduled for 6:30 P.M. on Thursday, 
December 4, 2025 at the White Haven Library, 125 Towanda Street, 
White Haven, Pa.

East Side Borough Council reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals or portions thereof.

Carol Ann Lenahan, Secretary
11/20

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Dennison Township 2026 

proposed budget is available 
for public inspection on the 
Dennison Township web site at 
dennisontwp.org. Proposed tax 
rate for 2026 is .75 mills on each 
dollar of assessed valuation 
or the sum of .00075 cents on 
each One Hundred Dollars of 
Assessed Valuation. 

Kathleen Stortz 
Secretary

Visit our website at 
pocononewspapers.com 
for in-between-issue 
stories and events

Carbon Art League to meet 
in Lehighton, discuss A.I.

If you are a practicing artist, 
an artisan, or simply an art 
lover, join the Carbon County 
Art League’s upcoming meeting 
on Wednesday, November 19, at 
6 p.m. in Lehighton at Carbon 
Craft Beer Tap Room at 165 
South 1st Street. 

There will be open table 
discussion about A.I. and art 
censorship, while resources will 
be provided to artists interested 
in protecting their work from 
being scrapped by A.I. for data/
learning. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. Perhaps bring a friend 
who is interested in the arts and 

may consider becoming a CCAL 
member. We are a non-profit 
organization that supports the 
arts and artists in and around 
Carbon County.
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Obituaries
EDWARD E. GRAAF SR.

Edward E. “Ed” Graaf Sr., 
87, of Weatherly, passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
November 8, 2025, while a 
guest at Forest Hill Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center.

Born in Laurytown, 
Weatherly, on Sunday, March 
6, 1938, Ed was the son of the 
late Nelson M. and Mabel G. 
(Schnaufer) Graaf. A proud 
veteran, he served honorably in 
the U.S. Army Reserves.

Ed dedicated many years of 
service before retiring from the 
former White Haven Center. 
He was a member of Weatherly 
Faith Church and found great 
joy and peace in spending his 
time fishing. His quiet presence 
and gentle nature will be missed 
by those who knew and loved 
him.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and his sister, Betty 
Jane (Graaf) Hoffman.

Ed is survived by his loving 
son, Edward E. Graaf, Jr., 
and his fiancée, Thomasina 
Miller. He is also survived by 
his brothers, George Graaf and 
his wife Iona, and Russell P. 

Graaf and his wife Petrina; and 
his sister, Dolores Power. He 
leaves behind several nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Philip 
J. Jeffries Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services of 
Weatherly.

A Funeral service will be held 
on Wednesday November 12, at 
11 a.m. from the funeral home. 
Friends and neighbors may 
visit from 10 until the time of 
services.

Interment will be in Union 
Cemetery, Weatherly.

Memorials in Ed’s name to:
Weatherly Faith Church
202 Carbon Street
Weatherly, PA 18255

Online condolences may be 
made to the family at www.
griffithsfuneralhomes.com

Philip J. Jeffries
Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
A Branch of Holmes – Griffiths F.H., Inc.

211 First Street, Weatherly, PA 18255

570-427-4231
E. Franklin Griffiths III F.D.
Philip J. Jeffries F.D./Supervisor
www.griffithsfuneralhomes.com

A new approach to funeral and
cremation care. Looking forward to
serving White Haven, Dennison,
Lehigh, and Foster Townships.

All arrangements and consultations
from the comfort of your home.

Guiding families through
difficult times.

Lehman Family
Funeral Service, Inc.

White Haven, PA
PATRICK M. LEHMAN, PRESIDENT

RUSSELL C. TETER, JR., SUPERVISOR

Serving White Haven, Weatherly and surrounding communities

www.LehmanFuneralHome.com
Branch of Lehman Family Funeral Service, Inc.

(570) 443-9816

JOAN CAROL CERULLA

Joan Carol Cerulla, age 85, 
of White Haven, passed away 

peacefully 
on Saturday, 
November 8, 
2025, at her 
home above 
the diner, 
surrounded 
by her loving 
family. For 
45 years, 
she was the 

devoted owner of the White 
Haven Diner.

Born on March 18, 1940, 
in Hazleton, Joan was the 
daughter of the late Roy W. and 
Ruth (Reed) Minnick. She was 
also preceded in death by her 
husband of 58 years, Nicholas 
Cerulla; her brother, George F. 
Minnick; her sisters, Audrey 
Hill and Doris Reznick; and her 

grandsons, Herman A. Curry 
and Steven N. Curry.

Joan attended Weatherly 
schools and was a dedicated 
member of the Salem U.C.C. in 
Weatherly. Before the White 
Haven Diner, she and her 
husband, Nicholas, owned 
and operated the Madison 
Restaurant in Levittown. 

While running a diner was a 
significant commitment, Joan 
cherished her roles as a mother 
and grandmother. She instilled 
a strong work ethic and the 
value of kindness in her children 
and grandchildren, who often 
worked by her side in the diner 
from a young age. In her free 
time, Joan enjoyed trips to the 
casino, but she most treasured 
the time she spent with her 
family.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Vicki Cerulla, with 
whom she resided; her son, 
David A. Cerulla; her sisters, 
Pattie Mehalick and Violet 
Gregory, and her husband 
John. Joan also leaves behind 
her grandchildren, Joan Saxon 
and her husband Damon, Tricia 
Suveg, Nicholas Cerulla, and 
Jonathan Cerulla; as well as nine 
great-grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Philip 
J. Jeffries Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services of 
Weatherly.

A funeral service will be held 
on Monday November 17, at 
11 a.m. from the funeral home. 
Friends and family may call 
from 9:30 a.m. until the time of 
services.

Private interment will be in 
Union Cemetery, Weatherly.

Online condolences  or a 
fond memory of Joan may be 
made to the family at www.
griffithsfuneralhomes.com

Carbon Art League to meet 
in Lehighton, discuss A.I.

If you are a practicing artist, 
an artisan, or simply an art 
lover, join the Carbon County 
Art League’s upcoming meeting 
on Wednesday, November 
19, at 6 p.m. in Lehighton at 
Carbon Craft Beer Tap Room at 
165 South 1st Street. 

There will be open table 
discussion about A.I. and art 
censorship, while resources 
will be provided to artists 

interested in protecting their 
work from being scrapped by 
A.I. for data/learning. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. Perhaps bring a friend 
who is interested in the arts 
and may consider becoming 
a CCAL member. We are a 
non-profit organization that 
supports the arts and artists in 
and around Carbon County.

Visit our website at 
pocononewspapers.com 
for in-between-issue 
stories and events
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Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the proposed 2026 Budget for 
Lehigh Township, Carbon County has been prepared and is available 
for inspection in the windows of the municipal building located at 1741 
South Lehigh Gorge Drive, Weatherly PA 18255.  The budget, which 
totals $390,055.84 will be considered for adoption at a public meeting 
to be held on Monday, December 1, 2025 at 1:00 P.M. at the same 
location.

Please be further advised that the following tax and garbage fee 
resolutions will be considered for adoption at the same time:

A tax on all property within Lehigh Township in the sum of forty seven 
hundredths (0.47) mills on each dollar of assessed valuation.

A tax of 1% on salaries, wages, commissions and other compensation 
earned during the Year 2026 by residents and non-residents of the 
Township of Lehigh for work performed or services rendered within 
Lehigh Township.

A Per Capita Tax of $5.00 on each and every resident and inhabitant 
of the Township of Lehigh.

A Real Estate Transfer Tax of 1% on the selling price or value to be 
paid by the transferor on the transfer of real property situated in the 
Township of Lehigh.

An Amusement Tax of 5% on admissions to amusements within the 
Township of Lehigh.

A Local Services Tax of $10.00 on individuals for the privilege of 
engaging in an occupation within the limits of the Township of Lehigh.

A Mechanical Device Tax of $50.00 upon the privilege of using 
for profit within the Township of Lehigh, juke boxes or mechanical 
amusement devices.

A garbage fee of $380.00 per year, payable in four (4) equal 
installments of $95.00.   There is no increase in the garbage fee for 
2026.

Carol Ann Lenahan, Secretary
Lehigh Township

11/20

PUBLIC NOTICE
The proposed 2026 Budget for East Side Borough, totaling 

$569,025.05, has been prepared and is available for inspection in 
the windows of the Municipal Building, 170 Centre Street, East Side 
Borough.

Also scheduled for adoption is Resolution 2026-1 which relates to 
the following taxes and fees for 2026:

A tax on all property within East Side Borough in the sum of three (3) 
mills on each dollar of assessed valuation.

An Earned Income Tax of 1% on salaries, wages, commissions and 
other compensation earned during the Year 2026 by residents of East 
Side Borough and for work done or services performed or rendered in 
the Borough by non‑residents.

A Per Capita Tax of $5.00 on each and every resident and inhabitant 
of East Side Borough. 

A Real Estate Transfer Tax of 1% on the selling price or value to be 
paid by the transferor on the transfer of real property situated in East 
Side Borough.

An Amusement Tax of 5% on admissions to amusements within East 
Side Borough.

An Occupational Privilege Tax of $10.00 on individuals for the 
privilege of engaging in an occupation within the limits of East Side 
Borough.  

A garbage fee of $260.00 per year, payable in four (4) equal 
installments of $65.00. 

The proposed budget and tax/garbage fee resolution is scheduled 
for adoption at a public meeting to be held on December 4, 2025 at 
6:30 P.M. in the White Haven Public Library, 121 Towanda Street, 
White Haven, Pa. 
	 Carol Ann Lenahan, Secretary

11/20

Atty. Cindy Yurchak
Carbon County Law Office

since 1991

•Family Law
•Real Estate
•Civil Law
•Criminal Defense

Carbon, Luzerne & 
Schuylkill Counties

570-427-9817
121 Carbon St., Weatherly

Lehigh Gorge Notary
Liz Berger has been providing 
Tag & Title, DCNR, Boat and 
Fish Commission, and general 
Notary services in White Haven 
for over 30 years. As the local 
community Notary Public with 
years of experience, there is no 
question she can’t answer.
Find her at Lehigh Gorge 
Campground, 4585 State 
Street in East Side, or under the 
More tab at:
lehighgorgecampground.com

570-443-9191
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YMCA satisfies the remaining 
requirements, such as bridge 
access to the camp and water 
access for fire safety. A motion 
was made to send a letter to the 
YMCA approving the requested 
waivers.

Weaver also noted the 
Dennison Township Code is 
almost ready to post online. 
A motion was passed to 
advertise for the adoption of 
the new electronic code.

The township’s snow 
removal contractor increased 
rates for winter road clearing 
and treatment. This is the 
first time the provider has 
ever increased rates. A motion 
passed to approve the rate 
change in order to not have an 
interruption in this season’s 
snow removal.

There was a short discussion 
on sewer liens. It has been a 
year since they have issued 
liens, and there are more 
properties on the list of 
delinquencies over $500. The 
list will be sent to the attorney 
for action.

There was no zoning report 
this month, but one building 
permit was issued, per the 
secretary.

Roadmaster Jim Yackiel 
reported doing maintenance 
on the truck and the township 
building, cleaning gutters, 
cleaning the oil furnace, 
cutting branches on roads 
after storms, clearing some 

storm drains and cleaning 
stones from Red Shale Pit 
Road.

He also said there is one 
use of salt and anti-skid in the 
shed and then they will need 
to reorder.

Yackiel asked about some of 
the projects in the township. 
The Seventh Street culvert 
repair is working, but the 
township will continue to 
improve that area next year 
per Weaver. She also said 
the Ice Lake Bridge project 
is ongoing, albeit slowly, and 
that they may need to seek an 
extension on the grant that 
expires in June. 

The meeting ended with 
the secretary’s reading of the 
fire reports. In September, 
there were 3 calls, 19 ½ 
hours of service, 3 ½ hours 
of maintenance and 95 hours 
of fundraising with the Block 
Shoot. In October, there 
were 4 calls, 3 ½ hours of 
service and 3 ½ hours of 
maintenance.

Dennison
Continued from page 1

416 Main Street,White Haven

570-443-7000
Take-Out
or Delivery

www.JirehsPizzeria.com

Jireh’s
Pizzeria & Restaurant
Jireh’s

Pizzeria & Restaurant

Open 11 a.m. Mon.-Sat., Closed Sun.

Through American Legion Auxiliary Unit 360 in Weatherly, 
a check for $1,000 from a donation by Mark Anthony was 
presented to Mike Meining, veterans outreach coordinator 
at Valor Clinic. The Unit also donated another $750, 
along with 100 pairs of new socks, a number of bags of 
clothing, and 10 large bottles of laundry detergent at a 
Valor Stand Down in Lansford. Shown from left are ALA 
president Georgeann Herling, Meining, and secretary Judy 
Desrosiers.� JH: Ruth Isenberg
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H A Z L E T O N  •  P H I L A D E L P H I A

Library Corner
WHACL Small Business 
Saturday Plans

The White Haven Area 
Community Library is joining 
together with the Soapy Bee Café 
on November 29 to celebrate 
Small Business Saturday. Please 
join us at the Library from 1 to 
3 p.m. for some holiday games, 
snacks and an Elf Costume 
Parade judged by Santa himself. 
The event is free for all area 
children, and no registration is 
required. 

Our regular Book Club 
will meet on December 3 at 
6:30 p.m. This month’s read 
is Five Tuesdays in Winter 
by Lily King. Join us in your 
jammies for a cozy holiday 
feel while participating in a 
White Elephant gift exchange. 
Please bring a wrapped gift 
valued at $15 if you’d like to 

participate. As always, the book 
is available in the library or you 
can choose to borrow one of the 
library’s Kindles, with the book 
pre-downloaded. 

The library will host the 
annual Quilt and Craft show 
on Saturday, December 6. The 
cost is $5, and tickets will be 
available at the library during 
regular hours. Once again, a 
basket raffle will take place. 
Community members can 
help make this popular event 
a great success by donating a 
basket or Gift Card to add to 
our collection of items for the 
raffle. The deadline to contribute 
is November 13. All proceeds 
will go to supporting library 
programs such as Kid’s Summer 
Camp, weekend and evening 
children’s activities, the Book 
Clubs, and many more. If unable 
to contribute, consider coming 

in to try your luck winning a 
basket. Raffle tickets will be 
available at the library front 
desk during regular library 
hours, as well as during the 
event. 

There will be a meeting 
of Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren on November 
18 beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
The group is facilitated by 
Joan Gower and is open to all 
who are looking to receive or 
offer kinship support. Light 
refreshments will be offered. 

Please remember to look 
for and purchase delicious 
Gertrude Hawk Chocolate bars 
at many area merchants as well 
as at the library desk. Every 
bar purchased helps us to plan 
more exciting events for our 
community. 

If you are interested in 
volunteering at the library, we 
would love to meet you. There 
are a variety of opportunities 
available for you to share 
your skills and experience We 
are especially interested in 
individuals who would like to 
oversee a weekday morning Tot 
Play time.  Please call 570-443-
8776 or stop in during library 
hours if interested.

New books at WACL

Here are new books 
donated to the Weatherly Area 
Community Library:

For Richer For Poorer by 
Danielle Steel in Honor of 
my Family:  Emma & Warren 
Hinkle, and Justin & Heather 
Hill, donated by Mother, Lucille 
Hill.

The Portrait by Danielle Steel 
in honor of my Grandchildren: 
Ella & Waylon Hinkle and 
Rosalie Hill, donated by 
Grandmother Lucille Hill.

Yearbooks Wanted

The library is trying to 
complete its set of Weatherly 
Area High School Yearbooks, 
The Nugget.  The library is 
missing the following years from 
their collection: 1943, 1950, 
1952, 1974, 1975, 1983, 2003, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 
2014. If you would like to donate 
a copy of The Nugget for any of 
these years, please bring it to the 
library. Thank you.
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Anthracite Model Railroad Society 
to hold annual Holiday Open House

The Anthracite Model 
Railroad Society will begin its 
annual Holiday Open House on 
Thanksgiving evening.

The Model Railroad Society 
was originally founded in 1990, 
holding some of its first few 
meetings in the former Bishop 
Hafey High School. Upon the 
permission of Father Lawrence 
Homer, who was the Pastor 
of the former Holy Trinity 
Parish, it moved into the old 
Holy Trinity School where the 
first layout was constructed 
on the second floor. A few 
years later, the Association 
moved from that location to 
the present location of 1056 
Hanover Court in January 
of 1998. After necessary 
renovations were made to 
prepare for the construction 
of the second Model railroad, 
an HO Gauge Model railroad 
measuring 21 X 56 ft was 
constructed. 

Here is a brief description 
of our current Model Railroad 
Empire:

When entering the building to 
view the Large HO Scale Model 
Railroad, you will be greeted by 
the town of Mauch Chunk/Jim 
Thorpe. In this town, you will 
be able to see scale models of 
many of the familiar structures 
located in the downtown area 
such as the original Central of 

New Jersey Railroad Station, 
a building that has been 
razed being the original Central 
of New Jersey Freight Station, 
the Carbon County Court House, 
both Asa and Harry Packer 
Mansions, and the Lehigh 
Navigation Building to name a 
few. 

After leaving this area, you 
will proceed into our area of the 
Central Railroad of New Jersey 
Mauch Chunk Yard. Looking 
closely at our model railroad, 
you will notice that most of our 
railroad has been hand laid just 
like the real railroad is. 

Proceeding along, you will 
see our version of the City of 
Pottsville. If you look under 
the city, you can see a model 

railroading novelty, a Helix 
(similar to a corkscrew), which 
allows us to take our trains from 
the lower level to the upper level 
and vice versa.

Next you will come to a few 
new structures in the Borough 
of Weatherly, including the old 
Weatherly Steel Plant that was 
originally part of the original 
Weatherly Round House where 
many steam locomotives were 
erected back in the early 1900s. 
This plant was in operation 
until the beginning of the 
Ashmore Complex which was 
originally located about 5 
miles east of Hazleton. Also 
in the Borough of Weatherly, 
you can see a HO scale 3D 
printed version of the Lehigh 
Valley Railroad Passenger 
Station which still stands today. 

You can also see numerous 
other buildings such as the 
old Pool Room, the Weatherly 
Herald Building, and more.

The next building that you will 
see on our Pike is a scale model 
of the original Drifton Breaker. 
If you look closely, you can see 
the inside of a coal mine.

Keep going, and you will see 
the City of Hazleton. In this 
area, you will see numerous 
structures, some of which still 
exist today and some that have 
gone through revitalization 
or structure fires. One such 
building would be the old 
Powell Building that was located 
at Pine and Broad St. Other 
structures which are sadly gone 
are the original Lehigh Valley 
Railroad Station, and the Blue 
Comet Diner. Some of the 
structures that still exist are the 
Markle Building with the old 
marquee on top displaying “The 
Markle Building,” the Traders 
Bank building and more. 

Proceeding along, you will 
come to our version of the 
Ashmore Locomotive Facility. 
You will see the old roundhouse 
with the big turntable, the 
old coaling tower and a few 
water tanks in this area. You 
might even get to see a steam 
locomotive come out or into the 
roundhouse.

Next you will see the original 
Jeddo 7 Breaker which was 

See ANTHRACITE RR, page 9
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located in Harleigh, followed 
by an HO scale version of the 
town of Eckley with the original 
Eckley Breaker flanked by 
two churches and numerous 
company-style homes. 

Moving back downstairs, you 
will see a beautiful waterfall 
scene along with a few buildings 
including a big blast furnace for 
Bethlehem Steel Corp. If you 
look closely at this area, you will 
notice the different colors of 
the steel as it comes out of the 
furnace and begins to cool.

If you are a person who 
enjoys history, especially from 
the Hazleton area, this Model 
Railroad is a place that you 
definitely want to come and 
visit.

If you really want to see our 
railroad in detail, ask for a 
scavenger hunt when entering 

the building.
Holiday Open house hours 

are:
Thanksgiving evening, 

November 27 from 5-8 p.m.
Saturday, November 29, Noon 

to 4 p.m.
Sunday, November 30, Noon to 

4 p.m.
Saturdays, December 6, 20, & 

27, Noon to 4 p.m.
Sundays, December 7, 21, & 28, 

Noon to 4 p.m.
January 3 & 10, Noon to 4 p.m.

January 4 & 11, Noon to 4 p.m.
A few special guests will 

visit the Model Railroad on 
December 6, 7, and 21 and 
January 3 and 4, Thomas and 
all of his friends from the Land 
of Sodor. These trains are geared 
for younger patrons who like 
to watch Thomas and all of 
his Friends. These trains will 
operate on the Lower Level with 
regular trains traveling on the 
Upper Level.

Anthracite Model Railroad 
Society is located at 1056 
Hanover Court in Hazleton, 
between Peace and James 
streets, and 22nd and 23rd 
streets.

Admission is free, however 

donations are appreciated. 
You can check it out at: www.
amrclub.org or on Facebook 
at Anthracite Model Railroad 
Society

Anthracite RR
Continued from page 8

Open House for 
holidays set at 
Heritage Hill

Celebrate the spirit of the 
season at Heritage Hill on 
Saturday, December 6, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at 800 Sixth St., 
Weatherly.

See a dazzling display of trees 
decorated by Heritage Hill 
families, team members, and 
local organizations, and be sure 
to vote for your favorite. Inside, 
browse unique gifts from local 
crafters and vendors, snap a 
photo with Santa, and savor 
complimentary holiday treats. 
One lucky guest will take home 
our grand prize giveaway. 

Enjoy a festive day filled 
with joy, community, and 
holiday at Heritage Hill. For 
more info, call Rachael at 570-
427-4500 or email rtimm@
heritagehillsenior.com.   
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Blue Jays should have won the 2025 World Series, and here’s why
by Matthew Sieger

The 
reason is a 
fundamental 
of baseball 
that coaches 
drill into 
youth 
baseball 
players. 
If that 
fundamental 

had been executed, Isiah Kiner-
Falefa would have scored in the 
bottom of the ninth inning of 
Game 7 to break a 4-4 deadlock, 
and Toronto would be the World 
Series champ. Instead, Kiner-
Falefa was tagged out at the 
plate, and the game went into 
extra innings. The Dodgers won 
the game and the crown in the 
11th inning.

Let’s set up what happened. 
It’s the bottom of the ninth in 

the deciding game, and Toronto, 
the home team, is at bat, with 
the score tied 4-4. With one 
out and the bases loaded, the 
Dodgers’ infield is playing in. 
Daulton Varsho, the Toronto 
batter, hit a ground ball to 
second. Dodger second baseman 
Miguel Rojas fielded the ball 
cleanly, but he also slipped, 
almost falling backward before 
firing a hard, accurate throw 
to Dodger catcher Will Smith. 
Smith touched the plate to get 
Kiner-Falefa by inches for the 
second out.

Some fans were incensed that 
Kiner-Falefa took a short initial 
lead and then a short secondary 
lead, pointing out that he would 
have been safe had he taken 
a bigger lead. Kiner-Falefa 
explained that he was following 
the direction of his coaches, and 
there’s good reason to support 
his case and reject the criticism. 

That said, some critics still 
pointed out that the batter, 
Daulton Varsho, had not lined 
out to the left side of the infield 
the entire 2025 season. Still, the 
threat of a pickoff from Dodgers 
catcher Smith was undoubtedly 
real, especially since Varsho 
bats from the left side, giving 
Smith a clear throw to third 
base.

Former Blue Jay Whit 
Merrifield, who led the 
American League in stolen 
bases three times and knows 
a bit about baserunning, 
defended Kiner-Falefa: “He did 
exactly right here,” Merrifield 
wrote on X. “The #1 rule with 
bases loaded and less than 
two outs is you cannot get 
doubled up on a line drive to 
3rd baseman. So your lead is as 
far as the 3rd baseman is from 
the bag. He did this perfectly.” 
Another former Blue Jay, Chris 
Colabello, defended Kiner-
Falefa even more fervently.  

Fair enough, I say. But rather 
than focus on the lead, I’ll focus 
on something else, the slide. If 
Kiner-Falefa had sped through 
home plate standing instead 
of sliding, he almost certainly 
would have been safe. Why? 
Because there was a force play 
at home, there was no need for 
him to slide. All Smith had to 
do was touch the plate before 
the runner got there, which he 
did.

While some might think 
that’s an esoteric interpretation 
of the matter, it is anything but 
that. Indeed, there is research 
to support a “run through the 
base” strategy. For example, 
in a scientific study published 
in 2015 in the Journal of Sport 
and Health Science titled “A 
Comparison of Base Running 
and Sliding Techniques in 
Collegiate Baseball with 
Implications for Sliding 
into First Base,” researchers 
concluded: “the quickest way to 
the base is by running through 
it, followed by head-first, feet-
first, and running to a stop.” 
They added, “In situations 
where reaching first base as 
fast as possible is the objective, 
coaches should instruct 
players to remain upright and 
run through the base when 
possible.”

That approach would be 
just as true for home plate as 

for first base. It is also true for 
second base, and it is a ploy 
that major league teams have 
begun to use. It can be executed 
with two outs and runners on 
first and third or with the bases 
loaded, and a ground ball to 
the infield. How? Have the 
runner on first run standing up 
into second base and continue 
past the bag. Why? A runner 
can reach second base faster 
standing up than sliding. If 
he beats the throw, he then 
wanders well past second base. 
If the runner from third crosses 
the plate before the infielders 
can tag out the other runner, 
the run counts because the 
force play has been removed.

So if Kiner-Falefa had 
zoomed past home plate 
standing up, he almost certainly 
would have beaten the throw 
home, especially since catcher 
Will Smith’s foot came off 
home plate before he quickly 
stepped back onto the plate. 
Furthermore, Smith was not 
blocking the plate, so there was 
nothing to prevent Kiner-Falefa 
from running through home 
plate standing up. 

The only reason a player 
would slide in that situation 
is if he were trying to upend 
the catcher and prevent him 
from throwing to first base for 
a double play. But there was no 
chance of Smith nailing Varsho 
at first, and Smith didn’t even 
attempt to throw to first.

It pains me to say this 
because we’re talking about 
a play with an entire season 
and a world championship on 
the line. But the conclusion is 
indisputable: If Kiner-Falefa 
had run through home plate 
standing up, then Toronto, 
not Los Angeles, would have 
hoisted the World Series flag.

___________
A graduate of Cornell and 

Syracuse universities, Matthew 
Sieger was formerly a sports 
reporter and columnist for the 
Cortland (NY) Standard and 
The Vacaville (CA) Reporter. 
Sieger is also the author of The 
God Squad: The Born-Again 
San Francisco Giants of 1978, 
and he also writes about baseball 
for The Sports Column. You can 
read his work at https://www.
thesportscol.com/category/
rounding-third/

JOURNAL-HERALD 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Where to find what you need

Service Directory ads are 
$5/week, minimum of 6 

weeks. Email journalads@
pa.metrocast.net for info

YOUR BUSINESS
SHOULD BE 

HERE!
570-215-0204 XT2

Lehigh Gorge Notary
4584 State Street

East Side
570-443-9191

MTContracting.com
570-977-6308

From roof to crawlspace and 
everywhere in between

Total Bookkeeping 
Solutions

We’ll get you organized

570-390-2322

Rake’s Tree Service
Family owned and operated

Albrightsville, PA
fully insured

570.236.8001

Custom Ice Cream Cakes
for any occasion

Woods Ice Cream
570-443-9868

St. Mary’s
Monument Co.

Monuments | Lettering | Cleaning

570-829-8138
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Out in the Open

Sunday Hunting adds extra big game advantage
by Alex Zidock

The last three of the 13 
Sundays when hunting is 
allowed in Pennsylvania are 
November 23, November 30, 
and December 7.

The regular statewide bear 
season runs from November 
22 through the 25th, including 
Sunday, November 23, and the 
statewide deer season runs from 
November 29 through December 
13, including both Sundays.

In several Wildlife 
Management Units (WMUs), 
including those in the Pocono 
region, the bear season is 
extended to December 6.  In 
other WMUs the extended 
season runs until December 13. 
Check the Hunting and Trapping 
Digest for specific areas. Only 
one black bear may be harvested 

during a license year.
During the statewide antlered 

deer season, antlerless deer 
may be taken with the required 
antlerless license.  

Safety is always an essential 
factor in hunting, and the 
state digest says that during 
the regular, special firearms, 
and extended deer seasons, all 
hunters must wear at least 250 
square inches of fluorescent 
orange on the head, chest, and 
back combined. Camouflage 
orange may satisfy this 
regulation if the total amount is 
at least 250 square inches.

During the traditional, late 
flintlock season, December 26 
through January 19 (for most 
of our area) hunters using 
muzzleloaders are not required 
to wear fluorescent orange. 

If you harvest deer that 

you don’t want to consume, 
remember to donate them to 
Hunters Sharing the Harvest. 
One deer can produce 200 
servings for the needy. For 
more information go to www.
sharedeer.org.

To make sure you are 
following all specific dates and 
hunting laws, be sure to check 
the Hunting and Trapping 
Digest in printed form or online 
at www.pa.gov/PGC.

College Football 
Playoff Predictions:

by Ethan Barilla

With the College Football 
season coming to an end, I’m 
going to predict the bracket. In 
the bracket the top four teams 
out of the power 5 conferences 
get a bye. The teams that will 
get a bye are #1 Ohio State, #2 
Indiana, #3 Texas A&M, and #4 
Alabama. 

The rest of the teams will play 
based on seed. Starting off the 
round 1 games with #5 Georgia 
vs #12 BYU, I think BYU is a 
sneaky good team, but Georgia 
will take care of business to 
advance to the next round. 

Then we have #11 Oklahoma 
vs #6 Ole Miss. It will be a great 
offensive battle, but the Ole 
Miss defense will hold better 
than Oklahoma’s. Ole Miss will 
advance to the next round.

Next up we have #10 Texas vs 
#7 Oregon. I don’t think Texas 
is the team everybody thinks 
they are. In my opinion, Oregon 
easily wins. 

To wrap up the first round is 
a matchup between #9 Notre 
Dame and #8 Texas Tech. Texas 
Tech is having a great season 
going 9-1 and beating BYU 
just last week. Notre Dame has 
struggled a bit so I think Texas 
Tech will advance. 

That sets us up for the second 
round. The first game would 
be #5 Georgia vs #4 Alabama. 
This has been one of the biggest 
rivalries in recent years. The 
story has been Georgia can’t 
beat Alabama in the regular 
season. I think Alabama will win 
at home and advance to the semi 
finals. 

The next game is #6 Ole 
Miss vs #3 Texas A&M. This all 
depends on how Ole Miss can 
control the crowd noise. I think 
Texas A&M will win at home. 

Next up would be #7 Oregon 
vs #2 Indiana. Indiana beat 
Oregon in the regular season but 
both teams barely beat 3-6 Penn 
State. I predict that Indiana 
will have a good game and beat 
Oregon. 

Lastly in the second round 
we have #1 Ohio State vs #8 
Texas Tech. Texas Tech is a 
great team, but Ohio State has 
been dominant this year. Ohio 
State will win to advance to the 
semi-finals. 

Starting in the semi-finals 
would be #1 Ohio State vs #4 
Alabama. These two teams have 
been the most dominant for the 
last decade. Alabama has shown 
they can beat good teams but 
Ohio State on the other hand 
hasn’t played any good teams. 
I think Alabama upsets Ohio 
State to move to the National 
Championship.

On the other side of the 
bracket is #2 Indiana vs #3 
Texas A&M. These teams are 
opposites, with Texas A&M 
having great defense and 
Indiana having great offense. 
Indiana hasn’t been playing well 
so I think Texas A&M will play 
in the National Championship. 

That sets up #4 Alabama vs 
#3 Texas A&M in the National 
Championship. Texas A&M 
hasn’t won it all since 1939. 
With Texas A&M having a great 
defense I think they will win the 
2025 National Championship.
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Journal-Herald Classifieds
Deadline 5 p.m. Monday.  $13/col. in. Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, PayPal, cash, checks. Call 570-215-0204 xt 2  to place your ad.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do you have a business and 
love the results you get from 
advertising in this publication? 
Imagine more publications like 
this in Pennsylvania, Ohio, New 
Jersey, and Maryland that can 
provide you with even more 
business. One Affordable Buy 
for a 20-word classified, one 
invoice, 1.2 million households 
ready to discover your business. 
Give us a call at 484-269-6367 
and ask for Alyse or see all the 
publications that are part of 
MACnet at macnetonline.com

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-327-0686 today!

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-866-482-1576 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/macnet

AUTO DONATIONS

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-844-320-2804 today!

AUTO PARTS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Inflation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more in 
debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF and find out how to pay 
off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! FREE 
quote: Call 1-866-272-0492

Your ad can go here. Call 570-
215-0204 xt2 before 5 p.m. 
Monday to place your ad.

FOR SALE

Do you know what’s in your 
water? Leaf Home Water 
Solutions offers FREE water 
testing and whole home water 
treatment systems that can be 
installed in as little one day. 
15% off your entire purchase. 
Plus 10% senior & military 
discounts. Restrictions apply. 
Schedule your FREE test 
today. Call 1-866-996-1526

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-553-1891 www.
dental50plus.com/macnet #6258

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today! 1-844-317-5246

HOME

New windows from Window 
Nation. Special money saving 
offer – zero down, zero payments, 
zero interest for TWO years 
AND buy 2 windows and get 2 
FREE! Offer is valid for select 
models. Labor not included. Other 
restrictions apply. Call Window 
Nation today! 844-513-2646

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-569-3087

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
605-4028 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material - steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-290-9042

The bathroom of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-855-504-4710

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-833-356-1954

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
465-7624 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-338-4807

We transform your kitchen in 
less time, with less stress, at 
an amazing value. Since 1979, 
Kitchen Magic, a family-owned 
business offering cabinet 
refacing, new cabinetry, and 
luxury countertop throughout 
the Northeast. Call today 
for a free estimate 1-844-
887-5145 (PA017137)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
9/30/25.) Call 1-844-826-2535

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gutters Full of Debris? No 
more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-855-791-1626 to 
schedule a FREE inspection 
and no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 75% off installation 
and a bonus $250 discount! 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

MISCELLANEOUS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-833-926-4725

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
- Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-629-6086

DISH Satellite TV + Internet! 
Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-855-335-6094

TIMESHARES

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-402-5341

$100 Gift Card
November 30, 2025

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY+

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

*Promotional off er includes 20% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qual-
ifi ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation 
estimate valid for 1 year. +See Representative for full warranty details. 
See website for all license and registration numbers AR 366920923, 
AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA 
C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, 
MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 
262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-
23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 
218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, 
VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

CALL 855-595-2102 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
Promo Code: 285

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-350-2161 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

CALL (877) 791−5531

We Buy Houses!
Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 

with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 
No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees
• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
We work fast and are ready to help with your 
sale. Call today to see if our fast cash o� er 
aligns with your home sale needs!
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WANTED

WANTED! MOTORCYCLES & 
MINI BIKES! ANTIQUE AND 
CLASSIC. Honda, Kawasaki, 
Suzuki, Yamaha, Triumph, 
BSA, and other foreign models. 
$$PAYING CA$H$$ 717-577-
8206 KRMiller1965@yahoo.com

BUYING CLASSIC CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUVs **American and 
Foreign** Any Condition. Buying 
entire car collections. $$PAYING 
CA$H$$ Please call 717-577-
8206 KRMiller1965@yahoo.com

Want more online orders or more 
people in your store? Reach 
1.2 million households with one 
affordable ad buy. With MACnet, 
your 20-word classified runs 
across Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
New Jersey, and Maryland. One 
invoice. One call. Countless new 
customers. See all publica-
tions at macnetonline.com or 
call Alyse at 484-269-6367 to 
get started. Our BFF offer has 
you advertising in 1.2 million 
households for only $100 a week.

THEME: THANKSGIVING
ACROSS
1. Fresh Prince: 

“____ ya later!”
6. Say “no”
9. “Nana” author …

mile ____
13. Capital of Viet-

nam
14. The home of the 

brave, acr.
15. Increase rpms (2 

words)
16. Like yesteryear

17. Rejuvenating 
spot

18. Like a solder at 
attention

19. *Pumpkin pie or 
pecan pie, e.g.

21. *Plymouth ____
23. Seek damages
24. Light on one’s 

feet
25. Like The Beatles
28. Certain blast’s 

origins
30. *What tom said
35. Iranian money
37. Precedes GPT
39. Water nymph
40. Wisconsin’s 

western neighbor
41. One tenth
43. Mountain, in 

Germany
44. The Statue of 

Liberty island
46. Cat sound
47. Instinctive mo-

tive
48. 1970s dance 

clubs
50. Do like buffaloes
52. Distress acro-

nym
53. Opposite of 

genuine
55. Bow or bolo
57. *Moisturizing 

kitchen tool
60. *Turkey pre-

pared certain way
64. Bottom line
65. Pub offering
67. Alley cat, e.g.
68. Extreme suffer-

ing
69. International 

help, e.g.
70. Bullwinkle J. 

____
71. Fitness facilities
72. July-August sign 

of Zodiac
73. More so than 

#12 Down

DOWN
1. Not barefoot
2. Gender checkbox

3. Peters out
4. Loamy deposit
5. Form a queue (2 

words)
6. Head and shoul-

ders sculpture
7. Venomous snake
8. Civil rights organi-

zation, acr.
9. Whole number 

between -1 and 1
10. *Biscuit baker
11. *She took away 

the football from 
Charlie Brown

12. Mentally quick, 
e.g.

15. Put trust in (2 
words)

20. Respond

22. Website address 
ending

24. Eminence
25. *Deep-____, 

turkey prepared 
certain way

26. White condiment
27. Sheds tears
29. *Mayflower
31. Hindi courtesy 

title
32. Coffin holders
33. One of Florida 

Keys
34. Ruler sides, e.g.
36. Not of the cloth
38. Through, to a 

poet
42. Muse of love 

poetry

45. “Killing Me ____ 
with His Song”

49. Fraternity letters
51. Unwholesome 

atmosphere
54. Cattle enclosure 

in African village
56. Bar, legally
57. Unidentified 

aircraft
58. Niels Bohr’s 

study object
59. Without, ‡ Paris
60. Overhaul
61. *Turkey ____, 

5K run
62. “At ____!” mili-

tary command
63. Indigo user
64. “You’re it” game
66. Rest in state
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Crestwood field hockey season 
ends in state quarterfinals
Momentum fuels Mount Saint Joseph 
past the Lady Comets, 3-1

by Steve Stallone
Sports Editor

BETHLEHEM -- Momentum.
You’ll never see that word in 

a boxscore or on a stat sheet, yet 
when it comes to sports there 
may be nothing more important.

Mount Saint Joseph Academy 
was able to seize momentum 
with an early score on Saturday, 
and Crestwood was never able to 
overcome that.

The Lady Comets’ magical 
field hockey season came to 
an abrupt end, as District 1 
runner-up Mount Saint Joseph 
scored a 3-1 win in the PIAA 
Class 2A quarterfinal round at 
Liberty High School.

Mount Saint Joseph got goals 
from three different players, and 
has now outscored two PIAA 
opponents 14-2 as it sets its 
sights on a state championship.

Mount Saint Joseph (18-
6) moved on to Tuesday’s 
semifinals against District 
3 champ Palmyra, a 5-0 
quarterfinal winner over 
Hershey. That contest was slated 
for back at Liberty. 

The other semifinal pits 
District 1 No. 4 team Unionville 
and District 3 runner-up 
Warwick. Unionville stunned 
District 1 champ Kennett 1-0 
in the quarters, while Warwick 
bounced District l1 champion 
Salisbury 9-4.

The state championship game 
will be played this Saturday in 
Mechanicsburg.  

Crestwood, which won both 
the Wyoming Valley Conference 
and District 2-4 subregional 
titles, was looking to advance 
to the state semifinals for 
the first time since 2016. The 
Lady Comets finished up their 
memorable season at 17-3-2.

The two state powers battled 
back and forth throughout much 
of the opening period, but it 
was Mount Saint Joseph that 
drew first blood. After coming 
up empty on a pair of penalty 
corners, Mount Saint Joseph 
punched in the first goal when 
Katie Tropiano scored in front of 
the cage at the 2:13 mark. Julia 
McGlynn assisted.

“Whenever you score first that 
definitely does make a statement 
in the game, and I think being 
able to do that did help us,” said 
Keira Castano, Mount Saint 
Joseph’s head coach. 

“We came out tough from the 
start. I think it was pretty evenly 
matched,” noted Crestwood 
head coach Amanda Tredinnick 
said. “And then they put a ball 
in the back of the cage and they 
gained all the momentum.” 

Mount Saint Joseph went on 
to out-shoot the Lady Comets 
6-0 and dictate the offensive 
flow through much of the second 
period, but the Crestwood 

defense and goaltender Madi 
Geiger stood firm. In one 
exchange following a penalty 
corner, Geiger made a diving 
save and a kick save to thwart 
scoring chances.

Mount Saint Joseph got off 
one final shot right before the 
half, only to see Geiger brush 
aside the rebound shot as the 
horn sounded.

Crestwood stepped up its 
pressure in the third period, but 
a Mount Saint Joseph penalty 
corner turned into a second 
goal when Caitlin Paul sent 
it in to Nora Massella, whose 
immediate slap shot found the 
back of the cage for a 2-0 lead at 
the 5:34 juncture.

The Lady Comets broke 
through early in the third 
quarter, as Kasey Obes 
rebounded her own shot and 
centered it to Ally George, who 
slammed home a shot in front 
of the goal to cut the lead in half 
and give Crestwood momentum 
at long last.

That momentum lasted all of 
31 seconds on the game clock, as 
Mount Saint Joseph broke down 
the right side and McGlynn fired 
in an unassisted goal with 11:26 
to play.

“I always tell them the 30 
seconds that happens after 
a goal, whether we score or 
they score, is super important 
because it takes a long time for 
a team to get back into it after 
they just celebrated a goal,” 
Castano said. “Being able to 
convert there really helped.”

Crestwood continued to apply 
pressure on the Mount Saint 
Joseph defense, but could not 
cut into the lead again. Obes 
had what appeared to be a goal 
called off at the 8:50 mark as 
the shot came from just outside 
the circle. Three penalty corners 
in the final four minutes kept 
Crestwood’s hopes alive, but 
each was turned away.

“We just knew that they were 

Crestwood’s Lexi Zabroski, right, battles for possession 
with Mount Saint Joseph Academy’s Tess Hankins during 
Saturday’s PIAA Class 2A field hockey quarterfinal game at 
Liberty High School in Bethlehem.� JH Photo by Steve Stallone

See FIELD HOCKEY, page 15

Puzzle Answers
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a really good team,” Tredinnick 
offered. “They scored a lot of 
goals and had a lot of powerful 
players, and we knew we needed 
to play one of our best games to 
come out on top.”

Mount Saint Joseph’s coach 
felt ball movement was a key to 
victory.

“I think just lots of passing,” 
Castano said. “I was really, really 
happy with the passing. We had 
talked about it all week.”

Although things didn’t work 
out Saturday, there was no 
quit in the Lady Comets all 
afternoon.

“We’re so lucky. We always 
have a no-quit mentality and I 
think everybody gave everything 
they had out on the field today 
and that’s all you can ask 
of a group of young ladies,” 
Tredinnick said.

Mount Saint Joseph held the 
upper hand in shots on goal (17-
6) and penalty corners (11-9), 
while MSJ goalkeeper Kathryn 
Pedicino was credited with five 

saves.
Mount Saint Joseph moved 

within one win of the state 
finals.

“Since Day 1, which was 
August 11, we were shooting to 
continue to progress toward 
states,” Castano said. “We have 
the state championships circled 
on our calendar. We’re excited 
and ready.”

Madi Geiger recorded 13 saves 
in goal for Crestwood, one of 
nine seniors who Tredinnick 
must say goodbye to. That 
emotional process began 
immediately following the game.

“The end of the season is 
always a tough time. Unless 
you win it all, you’ve got to 
say goodbye at some point,” 
Tredinnick said. “This is my 
first group that I have coached 
solely and we have coached as 
a coaching staff, so it’s a pretty 
tough goodbye.”

It’s a group that won four 
district championships together, 
this year’s WVC title, and beat 
Northern 1-0 in the opening 
round of the state tournament 
earlier in the week to reach the 
Final 8 in the state.

“We set many goals at the 

beginning of the season,” 
Tredinnick said. “Our first goal 
was to win a Wyoming Valley 
Conference title for the first time 
in many years at Crestwood, 
and then we were fortunate 
enough to defend our district 
title and make a great run here. 
We played a really tough team 
(Northern) on Tuesday night 
and I’m very proud of my kids 
and the way things went for us.”

With several key 
underclassmen returning and 
a new wave of players set to 
join from the junior high ranks 

next season, the machine that is 
Crestwood field hockey is poised 
to reload again.

“We’ll graduate nine and we’ll 
have some young ones come 
up and join us next season, so 
it will be bittersweet,” noted 
Tredinnick, who will treasure 
the memories the 2025 team 
provided for years to come.

“I’m so grateful to have the 
opportunity to coach this group. 
They’re very special,” she said. 
“Every single day they gave us 
everything we could have asked 
for.”

Field Hockey
Continued from page 14

Crestwood’s Hayley Keiser eyes up an opportunity coming 
down the right sideline as Mount Saint Joseph Academy 
goalie Kathryn Pedicino prepares for the rush during 
Saturday’s PIAA Class 2A field hockey quarterfinal matchup 
in Bethlehem. � JH Photo by Steve Stallone

Crestwood’s Kasey Obes, left, closes in on Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy’s Molly Giordano during the PIAA Class 2A 
field hockey quarterfinal game Saturday in Bethlehem.

JH Photo by Steve Stallone

Crestwood’s Allie Myers puts the ball in play as Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy defenders move in to contest during action 
Saturday at the PIAA Class 2A field hockey quarterfinals in 
Bethlehem.� JH Photo by Steve Stallone
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Crestwood’s Andrews named conference MVP, 
All-State in girls soccer
Eleven Lady Comets chosen 
as all-stars in WVC Division 1 

Crestwood placed five 
players on the first team, with 
Jordan Andrews bringing 
home Most Valuable Player 
honors as the 2025 Wyoming 
Valley Conference Division 1 
Girls Soccer All-Star Team was 
announced.

Andrews led the team in goals 
scored, eclipsed the 100-goal 
mark for her career, and became 
the school’s all-time goal-scorer 
during this special season. She 
was also named to the All-State 
Team. 

The senior forward’s high-
level play helped power the 
Lady Comets to a 17-2 record, 
the WVC Division 1 title and the 
top seed for the District 2 Class 
3A tournament, finishing as the 
runner-up to Abington Heights.

Andrews had plenty of 
teammates doing some heavy 
lifting. She was joined on 
the Division 1 first team by 
Crestwood’s goalie Daisy West, 
defender Keira Dougherty and 
midfielders Sophia Kwarcinski 
and Sarah Kondraski. Crestwood 

had the most first team 
selections of any school with 
five.

The Lady Comets placed four 
players on the Division 1 second 
team, including midfielders 
Leah Brady and Mattie Divers, 
and defenders Lily Mead and 
Mia Manoski.

Crestwood’s Tristyn Divers 
and Bryn Grobelny earned 
honorable mention honors.

The entire WVC Division 1 
Girls Soccer All-Star Team, as 
selected by the coaches, is as 
follows, broken down by school:

WVC Division 1
Girls Soccer All-Stars

MVP - Jordan Andrews, 
Crestwood

First Team
Crestwood - Jordan Andrews, 

forward; Daisy West, 
goalie; Keira Dougherty, 
defender; Sophia Kwarcinski, 
midfielder; Sarah Kondraski, 
midfielder.

Berwick - Caitlyn Kukorlo, 
midfielder.

Dallas - Mia Delgaudio, 

defender; Teagan Cotter, 
midfielder; Gracie Coyne, 
forward.

Hazleton Area - Kayla Torres, 
defender; Jayla Thomas, 
midfielder.

Pittston Area - Isabella 
Dessoye, midfielder.

Wilkes-Barre Area - Leah 
Pryor, defender; Addison 
Corchado, forward.

Wyoming Valley West - 
Meghan Singer, defender.

Second Team
Crestwood - Lily Mead, 

defender; Mia Manoski, 
defender; Leah Brady, 
midfielder; Mattie Divers, 
midfielder.

Berwick - Elizabeth Rose, 
defender; Kaylie Fraind, 
forward.

Dallas - Paige Banks, goalie; 
Noelle Cunningham, 
defender; Leah Ricardo, 
forward.

Hazleton Area - Althea 
Ulanoski, midfielder; Ryleigh 
Snyder, midfielder; Isabella 
Ciaverella, forward.

Pittston Area - Isabella 
Pisano, defender; Kelcey 
Podwika, forward.

Wilkes-Barre Area - Victoria 
Luna, goalie; Lily Spokie, 

defender; Sarah Marin 
Orozco, midfielder; Ella 
Mahmoud, forward.

Wyoming Valley West - Nora 
Keating, midfielder; Stella 
Wojciechowski, forward.

Honorable Mention
Crestwood - Tristyn Divers, 

Bryn Grobelny.
Berwick - Lily Nespoli, Andrea 

Lubnicki, Ashlyn Klahold, 
Ashley Knorr, Gianna Traugh, 
Liliana Belles.

Dallas - Olivia Dunbar, Lucy 
Gibson, Lyla Wydra, Alex 
Bruno, Aly Aguilar, Emma 
Pitcavage, Riley Samanas, 
Brynlee Tabor, Macie Stauffer, 
Abby Radginski.

Hazleton Area - Ellie Merritt, 
Anna Shafer.

Pittston Area - Julia 
Menendez, Camryn Karp, 
Margaret Gruber, Adriana 
Wallace.

Wilkes-Barre Area - Alaina 
Reese, Alexa Prushinski, 
Anna Cielski, Jackelynn Rico, 
Elizabeth Pachucki, Kathryn 
Buczynski, Aliyah Baez.

Wyoming Valley West - 
Grace Lopez, Renny Riviello, 
Alyxandria Dick, Ava 
Woodruff, Emily Wheeler, 
Sophia Vassello. 

College Notebook
Bibla brothers wrestling at the next level 
for Coast Guard, Buffalo U.

Lincoln Bibla’s first taste 
of college wrestling proved 
memorable as he helped the 
Coast Guard Academy to a 
season-opening victory at the 
Roger Williams University 
Invitational in Bristol, R.I.

The Coast Guard freshman 
and Crestwood High School 
graduate from Mountain 
Top placed third in the 285-
pound division, one of 14 
Coast Guard place-winners 
in the event. The Bears edged 
defending NCAA Division III 

national champion Johnson 
& Wales University 188.5 to 
180.5 for the team title at the 
RWU Invite. 

Coast Guard entered 
the season ranked No. 15 
nationally in NCAA D-III. The 
Bears are back in action this 
weekend at the JMU Duals, 
which will feature nationally-
ranked D-III teams Johnson & 
Wales, Castleton, and Stevens 
Tech along with Division-II 
West Liberty.

0-0-0
Magnus Bibla is a junior 

wrestler for the University at 
Buffalo Bulls again this season.

Bibla, Lincoln’s older brother, 
is slated to see action in the 
285-pound division. In 2024-
25, the Crestwood High School 
graduate and two-time state 
place-winner started the first 
three duals of the season for the 
Bulls before suffering a season-
ending injury. He was 7-4 
overall and 2-1 in duals before 
the injury.

Bibla has not wrestled yet as 
the Bulls opened their season at 
the Clarion Open and then their 
home dual meet season against 
Pittsburgh on Saturday.

Pitt, which came into the 
match ranked 21st in the nation 
in NCAA Division I, had six 
nationally-ranked wrestlers in 
the lineup against Buffalo.

The Bulls will be back in 
action this Saturday at Purdue, 
where they will face the 
Boilermakers and American 
University in a tri-match.


