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Neal Center Staff and Contact Information
Have a question? A specific need? Not sure what to do?
Neal Center main number: 704/482-3488
Paulette Putnam, Executive Director

Daniel Dedmon, Program Director

Teresia Ladd, Administrative Assistant

Dolores Ashworth, Volunteer Coordinator

Mary Hamrick, Secretary

Heather Ledbetter, Nutrition Coordinator

Charles Walls, Bookkeeper

Linda Geter, Housing Director/Rental Coor.
Stephanie Baxter, Housekeeping

IT’S BACK AND IT’S FREE!
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
AT THE NEAL CENTER FRONT LOBBY
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
JUST SHOW UP!
MONDAYS ONLY FROM 11AM-3PM
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THIS IS ONE PIECE OF GOSSIP THAT’S SAFE
TO SHARE!

JOIN THE NEAL CENTER FOR THE

RETURN OF
MONDAY NIGHT BINGO!
MONDAY, APRIL 4th, 2022 AT 5:00PM
(PLEASE NOTE NEW TIME!)
Food will start being served at 5:00PM
(Due to current conditions, there will be a price increase in all food
items)
Early Bingo will start at 5:30PM
Regular Bingo will start at 6:30PM

Doors will be locked at 6:30PM
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THE NEAL CENTER’S RESTART OF BINGO
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Why were the Bingo games cancelled for two years?
Due to the pandemic, the Neal Center had to abide to all local and state
regulations for safety, including crowds. Bingo draws a large number of participants and because the regulations mandated a limit on the number of people in
a public area, the center had no option except to close the Bingo games, per
the directions of local and state authorities. We had hoped to restart Bingo
before now, but with the constant fluctuation of the number of COVID cases,
the center could only restart Bingo when it was declared safe by local and
state authorities.
Are there any changes now that Bingo has restarted?
Yes. The biggest change is with the Bingo schedule. Food will start being
served at 5:00pm. Early Bingo will start at 5:30pm and Regular Bingo will
start at 6:30pm. The doors will be locked at 6:30pm. We plan to be finished
by 8:30pm. Another change is in the prices of food that is sold. You will still
be able to purchase hot dogs, nachos, candy, chips and cold drinks, but due to
current conditions, most of the food prices will go up. Prices on Bingo cards
will remain the same.
What’s the reason for filling out an “Information Card”, asking for personal
information?
The Neal Center is compiling a database of all Bingo participants. This is
to keep Monday Bingo participants alerted of any cancellation due to unforeseen events, such as bad weather, a power outage, etc. The fastest and easiest way to be notified is by email, but if you don’t have an email address, be
sure to put an active and reliable phone number on your card. The center can
call you to let you know of any changes. We’re doing this for convenience to
save everyone time, gas, money and frustration.
If all else fails, is there another way to see if Bingo has been cancelled?
Yes. Simply call the Neal Center Weather Line at 704/481-7398. It is regularly updated and you will hear the most current information as to whether or
not the center will be offering Bingo.

5

Let’s Eat!

HAM, EGG & CHEESE MONKEY BREAD

-6 eggs
-1-1/2 cups diced, cooked ham (about 8 ounces)
- ⅓ cup milk
-1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
- 2 cans (10.2 oz. each) refrigerated biscuit dough -1/4 cup finely chopped green onions (optional)
In large bowl, beat eggs and milk with whisk until smooth. Separate biscuit dough; cut each biscuit into quarters. Gently stir biscuit pieces into egg mixture to coat evenly. Fold in ham, cheese
and onions. Spoon mixture into sprayed dish; arrange biscuit pieces in single layer. At this point,
this can be covered and refrigerated to sit overnight before baking. If preparing in advance,
cover the bowl and refrigerate for up to 12 hours. To bake right away, preheat the oven to 350
degrees F. Spray a 2-quart baking dish with cooking spray. Stir the biscuit mixture well to make
sure that all of the ingredients are evenly combined. Transfer mixture to the prepared baking
dish. Bake, uncovered, at 350° F for about 25-30 minutes, or until golden brown and eggs are
cooked through. It's done when it's no longer jiggly in the center. If the biscuits start to brown
too much on top, just cover loosely with foil until the inside finishes cooking. (From the seasonedmom.com)

LAFF-A-LITTLE!

6

Off The Books
The late Erma Bombeck was well-known for her humorous stories about her family, neighbors, friends and everyday problems. Her column was seen in more than
500 newspapers nationwide. She also became the author of several books, each
of which told how she made the best of being a housewife before it brought out
the worst in her!
The following is an except from one of her books, “If Life’s a Bowl of Cherries,
What am I Doing in the Pits?”
There are some who say giving children responsibility makes them grow. There are others who contend it
increases your insurance rates. Whatever, there are some ground rules that must prevail while a mother
is employed outside the home. First, when to bug and when not to bug. In other words, when do you call
Mom on the phone at work? Emergencies do arise. There’s no doubt about that, but some guidelines must
be established at the top of the page. Before a child calls his mother at work he must ask himself: (1) Will
Mom drop dead when she hears this? (2) Can she find a plumber after five? (3) Will she carry out her
threat to move to another city and change her name? If the answers are “Yes, No, Yes,” the child might try
putting the incident in a proper perspective. For example, if there is blood to report, consider these questions, Is it his? His brother’s? Is there a lot? A little? On the sofa that is not Scotchguarded? Or the eightydollar one that they are still making payments on? Will the bleeding stop? Was it an accident? A loose baby
tooth? Can he shut up about it and pass it off as an insect bite?
Another example: When every other kid in the neighborhood decides your child’s house would be a neat
place to play because there is no adult at home, he should ask himself, “Do I want to spend my entire puberty locked in my room with no food and no television? Do I need the friendship of a boy who throws ice
cubes at the bird? Will Mom notice we made confetti in her blender?”
Other situations to be definite about:
-When a group of children decide to wash the cat and put him in the dryer and want to know what setting
to use ….CALL.
-When he and his brother are hitting and slapping over the last soft drink and he wants a high level decision on who gets it…..DON’T CALL.
-When a couple of men in a pickup truck tell him his Mom is having the TV slipcovered, the silverware
stored, her jewelry cleaned and his ten-speed bicycle oiled...CALL.….AND FAST!
-When his sister chases him into the house with the garden hose and the furniture is turning a funny looking white….RUN.
-When he is bored and has nothing to do and just wants to talk...CALL HIS FATHER.
-During the summer months when children are too old for a sitter and too young for sense, I find that a
“Primer for Imaginative Children” is a must just to set down what you expect of them.
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WARMING UP THE VINTAGE TV
The show: “PEYTON PLACE”
The network: ABC
Broadcast history: September 15, 1964–June 2, 1969
Format: Black & White & Color/60 minutes
Number of Episodes: 514 total episodes
Produced by: 20th Century Fox, with producer Bruce Geller
Where to watch: DVD Boxed Sets
In Great Britain, there was a popular prime-time soap opera entitled “Coronation Street”, to which ABC Television
hoped to bring the success of this British serial to America. Inspired by that serial, it was decided that it would be
titled “Peyton Place” and would be aired in prime time. Producer Paul Monash wanted to launch a revival of Grace
Metalious' 1956 novel and the 1957 film of the same name. He refused to acknowledge it as a “soap opera”, calling it
a “high-class anthology drama”. An hour-long pilot was shot in 1962. Originally, the Cross family from the novel was
included, but when soap writer Irna Phillips was contracted to change the pilot, she decided to scrap it. Various disagreements between the makers ensued and the official pilot was not aired until the show’s premiere on September
15, 1964.
Its premiere marked the birth of the prime time American soap opera. The early stories were adapted from the
book and the film, although some principal character names, backstories and occupations were changed or simply
eliminated. The time setting was changed from the early 1940s, when the novel and film took place, to the present
day. The town's location, which had previously been unidentified, was established as being in the commonwealth
of Massachusetts in the fourth episode. Some sensational plot lines from the novel were replaced with less controversial themes. The series, nevertheless, was immediately criticized for the subjects with which it dealt. The show
earned the title of “the show that should come in a brown wrapper.”
The show was an instant hit, especially in the early years, when it had a loyal following from fans around the world.
Originally, it was aired twice a week, but because of its success, it was increased to three airings a week by the end of
its first season. Though successful, it wasn’t exempt from drama of its own. When Dorothy Malone, who portrayed
“Constance MacKenzie”, was in real-life rushed into emergency surgery, the producers were faced with the dilemma
of what to do with her character. For storyline reasons, the character was too deeply involved in the plot line to disappear without a logical explanation. Until Malone was able to return, actress Lola Albright was hired to temporarily
take over the role.
The show's downfall began at the start of the show’s third season, beginning in September 1966. Actress Mia Farrow,
who portrayed the emotionally unstable “Allison MacKenzie”, never expected the show to become a success and immediately tried to get out of her contract when the show started its third year. On the urging of her then husband,
Frank Sinatra, the producers decided to write her off the show in the summer of 1966. The character of “Rachel
Welles”, portrayed by Leigh Taylor-Young, was written into the show as her replacement. Unfortunately, the addition
of this character was not successful in increasing the audience viewership, so the show was eventually cut back to two
airings a week.

By the end of the fourth season in 1968, most of the original characters had been written out of the show, in many
cases at their own request. Critics agreed the show had become 'dated' and because of the constant change in characters, the show was confusing, as well. The writers, already beginning work on what would be the final season, announced several new characters would be written into the show. They would deal with “electrifying subjects” including the Vietnam War, riots, music, God, and godlessness. The show was one of the first seen on American network
television to talk about touchy subjects in a frank manner. For this reason, ABC executives would only allow the show
to be aired at 9:30 p.m. Eastern/Pacific time, a time at which many children and teenagers were expected to be in
bed. With the show in a ratings slump in 1968, it was moved to 8:30 p.m. in order to draw the viewers they once had
shunned. Although several well-known actors were added to the cast , this failed to reverse the declining ratings and
it was cancelled in 1969 at the end of its fifth season. (Continued on the next page)
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The series was revived on NBC as a daytime serial from April 3, 1972 to January 4, 1974 as Return to Peyton Place.
Three of the actors from the primetime series reprised their roles on the daytime series – Frank Ferguson as Eli
Carson, Patricia Morrow as Rita Harrington, and Evelyn Scott as Ada Jacks. However, the daytime series did not
prove to be as successful as the primetime series had been.
Two television movies followed. The first, Murder in Peyton Place, was broadcast on NBC in the fall of 1977. Promoted as a reunion movie, it reunited original cast members Dorothy Malone, Ed Nelson, Tim O'Connor, Joyce
Jillson, and Christopher Connelly. The second movie, Peyton Place: The Next Generation, which aired in the spring
of 1985 on NBC, was conceived as a one-shot sequel that would hopefully revive the popular series and was promoted as a television pilot. Although a new series never happened, the film did reunite original cast members Dorothy Malone, Ed Nelson, Tim O'Connor, James Douglas, Christopher Connelly, Ruth Warrick and Barbara Parkins,
who had declined to appear in Murder in Peyton Place.
What became of the cast of “Peyton Place”?
Dorothy Malone (Constance Mackenzie)-Malone completed a number of movies, then returned to guest-starring on TV series
such as The Bold Ones: The New Doctors , Ironside, and Ellery Queen. In 1981, Malone made her stage debut in the Canadian
version of Butterflies Are Free. She was suffering from financial troubles at the time due to two expensive divorces and a lifethreatening pulmonary embolism. In 1984, the producers of prime-time soap Dallas approached her to step into the role
of Miss Ellie Ewing when Barbara Bel Geddes vacated the part due to illness, but Malone declined. Malone died of natural
causes in 2018, ten days before her 94th birthday, at a nursing facility in Dallas, Texas.
Mia Farrow (Allison Mackenzie)- Farrow's first leading film role was in the psychological horror film, “Rosemary’s Baby”
(1968) which was a critical and commercial success and continues to be highly regarded as a classic of the horror genre. Her
performance earned her numerous awards and established her as a leading actress. She also became a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in 2000 and is a high-profile advocate for human rights in Africa, particularly for children's rights. Now 77 years of age,
Farrow has four biological children and nine adopted children, six biological grandchildren and nine grandchildren from her
adopted children.

Christopher Connelly (Norman Harrington)- In 1974, he starred in the television series “Paper Moon”, with a young Jodie Foster playing his daughter. The series was based on the film of the same name, but was cancelled after only a few months. Connelly made guest appearances in various television shows including “Airwolf”, “CHiPs”, the miniseries “The Martian Chronicles”
and the television movie “Return of the Rebels”. Following a two-year battle with lung cancer, Connelly died in 1988 at the age
of 47.
Ed Nelson (Dr. Michael Rossi)- Nelson had guest-starring roles on many of the popular dramas of the 1970s and 1980s, including Marcus Welby, MD, Night Gallery, The Mod Squad, Mission: Impossible, and The Streets of San Francisco. During the
1980s, Nelson took on the role of patriarchal Senator Mark Denning in the CBS daytime serial Capitol. In late 1986, Nelson was
upset to discover that the show's writers had completely changed the persona of his character and quit the show in disgust in
January 1987, two months before the show's cancellation. Nelson died in 2014 from congestive heart failure at the age of 85.
Barbara Parkins (Betty Anderson)- Producer Paul Monash was planning to develop a spin-off series, “The Girl from Peyton
Place”, for Parkins. However, when co-star Ryan O'Neal, who played her husband, declined to participate, the project was cancelled. She appeared in the cult classic, “Valley of the Dolls”, portraying Anne Welles, a character based on author Jacqueline
Susann. Although the film was trashed by the critics, it was a commercial success and became a cult classic. Now 79 years of
age, she is divorced with an adopted daughter and is now a photographer and an advocate for endangered wildlife.
Ryan O’ Neal (Rodney Harrington)-O’Neal is now age 80, though in frail health. He did a quite a number of movies, including
“Love Story”, “What’s Up, Doc?” and “Paper Moon”, which included his daughter, Tatum. He and Farrah Fawcett (his thenpartner) made a short-lived CBS series entitled “Good Sports”, in 1991, which lasted 15 episodes. O'Neal had a regular part on
the TV series “Miss Match” (2003) with Alicia Silverstone which ran for 18 episodes. He guest starred on shows such as
“Desperate Housewives” and “90210.” In 2001, O'Neal was diagnosed with chronic myelogenous leukemia and then prostate
cancer several years later, which he continues to battle.
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WANT TO DO SOMETHING REWARDING?

BECOME A DRIVER FOR THE
“MEALS-ON-WHEELS PROGRAM”!

The Neal Center is looking for truck
drivers for their “Meals-On-Wheels”
program. The program operates Monday
thru Thursday. As a driver, you would be
able to choose which days you’d like to
volunteer, for three hours per day. You
must be able to lift 10 lbs. and you will
receive complete training.
For further information, please contact
Paulette Putnam, Executive Director, at
704/481-7380
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Just So You’ll Know...

HOW EASTER IS CELEBRATED IN OTHER
COUNTRIES

From chocolate bunnies to Easter eggs to family gatherings, Easter is a major holiday for
Christians all over the world. But despite the common ground at the center of the celebrations — Jesus rising from the dead on the third day after his crucifixion, death, and burial
— not everyone around the world celebrates the holiday in the same way or with the
same traditions. Here are some unique Easter celebrations from around the world:
Guatamala- The Easter Festival in Antigua, Guatemala, is the largest Easter celebration in
the world. It’s a week-long celebration during which the community commemorates the
passion and crucifixion of Jesus by conducting somber processional marches, carrying
floats with large sculptures of Jesus and Mary. Sand and colored sawdust are painstakingly designed and laid in the streets in intricate patterns for the march to proceed over. On
Easter Sunday, the city joyously celebrates the resurrection of Jesus with fireworks and
the solemnity of the Lenten season is over.
Norway– The Norwegians celebrate Easter in a very unusual way: by reading and watching stories about crime! This “Easter crime” tradition is unique to Norwegians, as no other country around the world celebrates this sacred holiday by obsessing over mysteries,
murders, and violence. Perhaps it’s because the holiday “days off” make the perfect excuse to cozy up with a good book while the snowy winter continues on outside. Regardless of the reason, more crime novels are displayed in bookshop windows than chocolate
bunnies and Easter scenes, if you visit Norway around Easter time.
Greece-Over 80 percent of the population of Greece belongs to the Eastern Orthodox
Church. Accordingly, Easter holidays are sacred and celebrated with great devotion and
fanfare, but differ in scope and tradition all over the country. On the island of Spetses,
for example, fireworks are set off from churches all over the island to mark the turn of
midnight on the night of the resurrection, as Easter Saturday turns to Easter Sunday. Fireworks are a common way for Orthodox Christians to celebrate, especially in Greece, but
they’re usually set off on Easter Sunday. Then, in the afternoon, the people conduct the
“Burning of Judas” in the main square in Kounoupitsa. On the island of Folegandros, the
emphasis is on the Virgin Mary, and people clean and wash their homes in preparation
for the passing of an icon of the Virgin Mary.
Bermuda-Easter on the island of Bermuda is a colorful affair. People all over the island
head out to fly vibrantly decorated homemade kites together, creating a beautiful display.
In addition, the traditional foods of codfish cakes and hot cross buns are consumed to
mark the holiday, usually after attending a sunrise Easter service on the water. Don’t plan
to skip out on the Hot Cross Bun: Bermudians used to have a superstition that if you
didn’t eat a hot cross bun on Good Friday, your house would burn down!
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Spring has
SPRUNG!!!
CELEBRATE SPRING AT THE
NEAL SENIOR CENTER WITH
A DANCE!
Music provided by “Union Express”
Thursday, April 21, 2022, at 6PM
$6.00 advanced tickets
$8.00 at the door
(a minimum of 50 tickets must be
sold in advance to hold the event)
SPECIAL REMINDER!
THE DEADLINE TO PURCHASE
ADVANCED TICKETS IS
MONDAY, APRIL 18 AT 12 NOON
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HOW CAN YOU RETIRE IN THE HOME YOU WANT AND
NEED?

Come

to a free seminar to find out how!
Charles Tarlton, realtor and Senior Real Estate Specialist, along with
mortgage representative Laura Brannock, invites you to learn about the
many financial programs available to seniors for home purchases.
Join us at the Neal Center, 100 T.R. Harris Drive, Shelby, on
Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 10AM.
A light breakfast will be served. Please call 704/482-3488 to make a
reservation. Deadline for reservations is Wednesday, April 13, 2022
at 12 noon.
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Blood
Pressure
Left-Handed
Crocheting
Checks
10-10:30AM
Mondays
11:003:00

Gentle Yoga
9:30-10AM

Monday
Morning Bridge
9:00-12:00

Left-Handed
Chair Yoga
Crocheting
9:30-10:30
10-10:30AM
Monday

Afternoon Bridge
1:00-3:30
Video Tai-Chi
1:00-2:00

Gentle Yoga
9:30-10AM

Monday
Morning Bridge
9:00-12:00

Left-Handed
Chair Yoga
Crocheting
9:30-10:30
10-10:30AM

Monday
Afternoon Bridge
1:00-3:30

Carolina Line
Dancers
9:45-10:45
Gentle
Yoga

9:30-10AM
Chair Volleyball
1:00-2:30

Acrylic Painting
10:00-12:00

Carolina Line
Dancers
Gentle
Yoga
9:45-10:45

9:30-10AM
Genealogy
10:30

Chair Volleyball
1:00-2:30
Acrylic Painting
10:00-12:00

Gentle Yoga
9:30-10AM

Left-Handed
Chair Yoga
Crocheting
9:30-10:30
10-10:30AM
Monday
Afternoon Bridge
1:00-3:30

EASTER

Video Tai-Chi
1:00-2:00

Oil Painting
9:00-3:00

Monday
Morning Bridge
9:00-12:00

Gentle Yoga
9:30-10AM

Left-Handed
Chair Yoga
Crocheting
9:30-10:30
10-10:30AM
Monday

Afternoon Bridge
1:00-3:30
Video Tai-Chi
1:00-2:00

The Sewing Circle
9:00-12 Noon
Chair Yoga
Tai-Chi
9:30-10:30
Piedmont
Rook
10-10:30AM
11:00-3:30
Zumba Gold
11:00-12 Noon

Zumba
Gold
Knit Pickers
12:30-3:30
11-11:30AM
Euchre
2:00-3:30

The Sewing Circle
9:00-12 Noon

Carolina Line
Dancers
Gentle
Yoga
9:45-10:45

9:30-10AM

Chair Volleyball
1:00-2:30
Acrylic Painting
10:00-12:00

Video Tai-Chi
1:00-2:00
Monday
Morning Bridge
9:00-12:00

Tai-Chi
10-10:30AM
Zumba Gold
11-11:30AM

Carolina Line
Dancers
9:45-10:45

Gentle Yoga
Genealogy
9:30-10AM

Chair Yoga
9:30-10:30

Piedmont Rook
11:00-3:30
Zumba Gold
11:00-12 Noon

Zumba
Gold
Knit Pickers
12:30-3:30
11-11:30AM

Euchre
2:00-3:30
The Sewing Circle
9:00-12 Noon
Chair Yoga
9:30-10:30

10:30

Piedmont Rook
11:00-3:30

Chair Volleyball
1:00-2:30

Zumba Gold
11:00-12 Gold
Noon
Zumba

Acrylic Painting
10:00-12:00

Knit Pickers
11-11:30AM
12:30-3:30

Euchre
2:00-3:30
The Sewing Circle
9:00-12 Noon

Carolina Line
Gentle
Yoga
Dancers
9:45-10:45
9:30-10AM
Chair Volleyball
1:00-2:30
Acrylic Painting
10:00-12:00

Chair Yoga
9:30-10:30
Piedmont Rook
11:00-3:30
Zumba Gold
11:00-12 Noon

Zumba Gold
Knit Pickers
12:30-3:30
11-11:30AM
Euchre
2:00-3:30

Daytime
Friends
Gentle Yoga
10:009:30-10AM
12:00
April 14 &
Basic Spanish
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1:00-2:00PM

Chair Volleyball
9:30-11:00

Gentle
Yoga
Basic
Spanish
1:00-2:00
9:30-10AM

Thursday Afternoon
Bridge
1:00-3:30
Mexican
Train
Basic
Spanish
Dominoes
1:00-3:00
1:00-2:00PM
Chair Volleyball
9:30-11:00
Welcome Wagon
Meeting
11:00 Yoga
Gentle
Basic Spanish
9:30-10AM
1:00-2:00

Coffee & Chat
Zumba
9:30-10AM

Gold
11:00-12
Noon

Coffee & Chat
Zumba
9:30-10AM

Gold
11:00-12
Noon

Coffee & Chat
9:30-10AM

Thursday Afternoon
Bridge
1:00-3:30

Good Friday
Basic Spanish Center Closed
Mexican Train
Dominoes
1:00-2:00PM
1:00-3:00

Chair Volleyball
9:30-11:00
Basic
Spanish
Gentle
Yoga
1:00-2:00

9:30-10AM

Coffee & Chat
9:30-10AM

Zumba Gold
11:00-12
Noon
Basic Spanish
Mexican
Train

Thursday Afternoon Bridge
1:00-3:30
Dominoes

1:00-2:00PM
1:00-3:00
Chair Volleyball
9:30-11:00
Basic Spanish
1:00-2:00
Thursday Afternoon Bridge
1:00-3:30
Mexican Train
Dominoes
1:00-3:00
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