December 2021

Advent is upon us!
Advent, along with Lent, are my favorite times in the church
calendar year. They are a time of Holy preparation and anticipation.
We have just entered a new year in the church calendar. During
Advent we rest our hope in a little baby born in a manger all those years ago. The
word Advent comes to us from the Latin Adventus which means “coming.” We
celebrate both that Christ has come, and we anticipate his coming again. We celebrate
both that Jesus came and walked among us, and we sit with the Hebrews of old, who
anticipated their coming king.
In church we often talk about Heaven as both the here and the not yet. We talk
about the ability through the Spirit to bring Heaven to earth, that God’s Peace may
reign -that God’s Love and Joy may flow. We also talk about the Not yet - that we are
not totally there yet. That our world still has strife, still has hate, and still has despair.
That is why our Hope is still in Christ who is always calling us closer, drawing us
nearer, into that active waiting - active participation in God’s peace, in God’s Love, in
God’s Joy. We believe that in the end God will make all things new, that as Christ
comes again, all creation will be made new. Our hope is both that through the power
of the Spirit the present will change, and in the end all things will be made new.
Advent, is one of the clearest times in the church calendar of the here and the not
yet of Heaven. It’s when we celebrate the coming of Christ and we also anticipate the
coming of Christ. We sit in the holy in between, that holy tension of so many Christians
throughout history.
During Advent we call on Christ. We call on Emanuel, or “God with us!”
So church, I wonder where in each of our own lives we are sitting in that “here and
not yet” anticipation. Where are we resting our active hope in Christ - one that is both
ultimately out of our hands, yet calls us to participate nonetheless?
Where is your heart breaking and how might you be the inbreaking of Christ this
Advent season?
In God’s love and grace,
Pastor Ben
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PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY—Come join Pastor
Ben in person in the conference room or via
ZOOM from noon to 1:00 PM on Tuesdays. All
are welcome and we would love to have you join
us as we study Philippians. Contact the church
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Pastor Benjamin Spangler
On December 8th, we will celebrate Christmas
with our Wesley family and friends. On the menu
are ham, cornbread dressing, green beans, tasty
salads, and (of course) yummy desserts! Please
RSVP to the office by noon on Sunday,
December 5th even if you had your name on
the list for the November dinner.
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Weekly Sunday Activities
Worship @ 10:45AM
(Sanctuary)

Barbara Baldwin
Sena Bergeron
Helen Goddard
Rachelle Hines
Barb Loehr
Paula Mathis
Clydia & Joe Reichert
Beth Senn

Linda Baldwin
Carolyn Clarke
Mary Harris
Betty Holder
Beth Loehr-Moody
Billy Moring
Margie Sapp
Clarence Witt

Let’s celebrate the season with our annual Christmas fellowship dinner on December 8th at 5:30 PM. We are serving
ham, cornbread dressing, cranberry sauce, green beans, and
rolls, with our usual salad bar and dessert bar. Look for
some special desserts that night!
Please RSVP by Sunday, December 5th to Terri. Don’t miss
this yearly dinner - conversation, music, and good food!
The Young At Heart senior fellowship covered dish
luncheon is on December 10th at 11:30. Like our
November luncheon, we will meet at the Weseman
home. Please RSVP by December 5th to Donna and
let her know what covered dish you are bringing.
Donna will provide the meats.
Ps - I know you men enjoyed yourselves at our last
luncheon, so tell your buds to come, too. This is not just a
“ladies tea party”!
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COVID 19 NEWS AND HOW IT APPLIES TO WESLEY UMC
The Administrative Council held an ad hoc meeting on Sunday, 10/31, to discuss how Wesley
will continue to keep you safe. The Admin Council has voted to make some adjustments in our
COVID protocol here at church. These new decisions are based primarily on CDC data that
Alachua County has decreased from a “high transmission” risk of COVID (anything above 10%
positive testing or greater than 100 cases per 100,000 persons) to a “substantial transmission”
risk of COVID (positive testing rate 8-10% or 50-99 cases per 100,000 persons). The CDC transmission data can be found at this link. https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view If
we return to a “high transmission rate” then we will return to our previous COVID protocol. I am
hopeful and constantly praying the worst is behind us.
What will these changes look like? That answer will vary depending on the space, though we
are setting clear guidelines, because clarity is important. As always, if you are experiencing
symptoms or have potentially been exposed to COVID we ask that you wait a week and monitor
your symptoms before returning to church property. If you had a serious exposure or have
serious symptoms, as always please receive a negative COVID test before returning for the wellbeing of yourself and the community.
Sunday Worship: We will continue with our current COVID procedures of remaining masked,
and keeping socially distanced while indoors for the time being. This is a beautiful way for us to
be in community with the most health-vulnerable of our community that are still unable to return
to Sunday worship at this time.
Small Groups & Meetings: For groups of 15 people or less, indoor masks will be optional at
this time. However, if you choose to travel or attend a large group setting where social distancing
is not possible, then we ask that you wear a mask the following week while on property in any
setting. For example: On 10/24 I drove back from Broward County where I attended my friend’s
funeral, so I would wear a mask in all spaces on church property until 10/31, even if in a group of
15 people or smaller.
Wesley Wednesdays: We hope to return with Wesley Wednesday suppers as you might in a
restaurant setting, that is, taking COVID precautions seriously. This means…
 Mask on if not seated at your table eating
 No more than 6 people to a table
 Tables will be spread out with social distancing
 Food, desserts, and drinks will be served to you cafeteria-style. There will be no selfserve. We may also offer to-go options for those who would be more comfortable stopping
in to say hello, then taking a meal home.

So, where does all that delicious food come
from? Why, our Wonderful Wesley Cooks,
that’s where! L to R: Linda, Becky, Sharren,
Donna, Cindy, and Barbara.
Here we are mixing up the cornbread
dressing, for our Christmas dinner in
December, using a recipe passed to us from
Marilyn Browning’s mother. It’s quite a
handful!
UMW COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
Yes, Ladies! It is that time of year when each one of us must make a decision
about how much effort we are willing to put forth for the cause of furthering the
purpose of United Methodist Women and for the cause of being in global mission to
care for the needs of women and children. Yes, it is election time again. However, we
must first have a slate of nominees to present to our unit of United Methodist Women
for their approval.
Yes, we have had a couple of abnormal years with many obstacles to overcome.
With the help of the Lord, the current officers have made a valiant effort to get things
accomplished. It hasn’t been easy, but we hope and pray that we’ve made it through
the worst and that 2022 will bring a return to normalcy.
Have you ever been an officer, or considered being an officer, but weren’t asked?
If so, we want to know it. The district does provide leadership training every January.
Let’s hope and pray that it will be in-person in 2022. Another thing to consider is that
we don’t expect perfection. What we do expect is a love of God and a commitment to
do the best that you can with the knowledge that you have. Please pray about your
individual situation and let the Committee on Nominations know if you are interested
in becoming an officer. Remember that God doesn’t always call the qualified, but He
will qualify the called.
Yvonne Hodges & Cindy Holmes

L to R: Jim, Sonny, and
Nancy

Cindy at the kitchen table
with Donna (who is taking
the photos)

The YAHs are back together!!! !
Here we are at the Weseman home enjoying the fruits
of our labors at a covered dish luncheon. The food was
wonderful, and Jim and Sonny livened up the conversation with some hilarious stories. TRUE stories…

L to R: Sonny, Nancy, Becky, Sharren, Helen, Joan, and Mary

December Birthdays
1st
2nd
3rd
6th
9th
10th
13th
18th
19th
27th
28th
29th

December Anniversaries

Cathy Clarke
11th Pamela & Harley
Christensen
Jason Dotts
th
18
Kitty & Skip Manasco
Leisa Baldwin
20th Susie & Danny Aguila
Kevin Hales
Billy Reeves
Pamela Christensen
Marilyn Browning
Jason Yaxley
Harley Christensen
Sherry Adams
Carolyn Clarke
Betty Holder
Leonard Giddeon

FUN AND GAMES
Join the Canasta card club at Wesley United Methodist
Church! Have fun and meet great people! Invite family and
friends, the more the merrier!
When:
Thursdays, 11:30 AM (except holidays)
Where:
Wesley United Methodist Church
826 Northwest 23rd Avenue
Fellowship Hall
Call Cindy Holmes at 352-256-9485 for information.
We have wonderful members waiting to teach you Hand and Foot Canasta! Please
have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccination!





Card Club Guidelines
Bring a sack lunch and beverage if you wish.
Please arrive on time if possible.
Please help clean up after the games end.
Please give us your email address and phone number in case of scheduling
changes.

