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One of the biggest challenges for me personally during the pandemic
was not getting to see people that I care about, especially friends and
family with chronic illness. In Bible Study a few weeks ago we read
through a chapter from Kathy Black’s book “A Healing Homiletic.” That
week we talked a lot about the difference between our modern understanding of CURE vs. a biblical understanding of HEALING.
In our modern understanding. If you have a physical ailment (like when I tore my
ALC), then we look for a physical CURE to end that ailment like surgery and physical
therapy.
However, in the Bible the understanding of healing is a lot more complex. Like most
things in scripture, they have to do with relationships. In the Bible, sometimes healing
and cure happen together. Other times, healing occurs even when cures do not.
Healing has to do with how we are stewarding our relationships with God, our
community and neighbors, creation, and last but not least ourselves and our bodies.
In the past few months that I have been here at Wesley you have shared deep love
with me. You have also shared stories of deep and loving relationships between each
other. AND, I have also had the honor to walk with folks through deep pain as well.
Still others have shared the ongoing pain from the loss of relationships that have faded
over the years, and still others that left abrupt gaps in their lives during the pandemic.
I would love to tell you that when the pandemic is over everyone who used to be in
person at church on a Sunday morning will be back. I would love to say those relationships broken by the pandemic will be CURED and everything will be back to how it
was. And, however hard it is to hear, I think we both know that just isn't the case for
everyone.
YES, I do think a good number of folks will be able to return when it is safe for them
to do so. I look forward to that day, I pray for that day, and if that is you, I am looking
forward to being with you when that time comes. Then there are some people who
may not come back because they were just coming out of habit in the first place. Now
that habit is broken and we might not see them again. But I don't think that is most
folks at Wesley – no, not from what I have heard. Not from who I have talked to on the
phone. Not from the stories of pain and loss you have shared with me.
(Continued on Page 7)

Wesley United
Methodist Church
Mission Statement:

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY—Come join
Pastor Ben in person in the conference
room or via ZOOM from noon to 1:00 PM
on Tuesdays. All are welcome and we
would love to have you join us as we walk
with Jesus through the gospels. Contact the church
office if you need a link for ZOOM.

!

Pastor Benjamin Spangler
826 NW 23rd Avenue
Gainesville, FL
32609
Office: 372-2845
Fax: 372-9544
We are on Facebook!!!
Pastor’s E-mail:
Ben@GainesvilleWesley.org
352-234-6708
Secretary’s E-mail:
Terri Manche
secretary@wumc.cfcoxmail.com
Witness Articles E-mail:
Sharren Gibbs
sharrenleegibbs2020@gmail.com
Deadline for articles: 15th of each
month
Website:
www.WesleyUMCon23.org

Weekly Sunday Activities
Worship @ 10:45AM
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Barbara Baldwin
Sena Bergeron
Carolyn Clarke
Rachelle Hines
Barb Loehr
Paula Mathis
Clydia & Joe Reichert
Beth Senn

Linda Baldwin
Diane Blucher
Helen Goddard
Betty Holder
Beth Loehr-Moody
Billy Moring
Margie Sapp
Clarence Witt

YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP:
the YAHs will meet on Friday, October 1st, at
Northwest Grille at 11:30 AM. Please get your
RSVP to me or the office by September 26th so I
can make a reservation for us. I’m excited about
meeting and dining with you all again in person!
Donna Weseman

Florida United Methodist Childrens’ Home
Since 1926, the home has opened its doors to children with a
variety of special needs. Some children are victims of abuse.
In other cases, the justice system requires troubled youths who
have broken the law to live at the home. Others at the home
were abandoned and tried to survive on their own. Fortunately
social services stepped in to place them in a safe environment,
the United Methodist Children’s Home. You have been told this
story before, but it is a never-ending story, and Wesley United
Methodist Church continues to dedicate its time, resources, money, love, and
prayers for these children.
This month, October, is a month of five Sundays, with the 5th one being on
Halloween! Don’t forget your change or checks that day. After that, we will not
have another 5th Sunday for the rest of this year, but your donations for the children
will still be welcomed any time! In addition to our change (or checks), we at Wesley
dedicate October as our month to open our hearts and our pocketbooks to help
these precious children of God.
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Thank you to all who purchased school supplies for
Metcalfe Elementary. We delivered the items that had
been collected early in September to Ms. Robbins, the new
principal, who was thrilled with the items you had donated.
The collection box will remain in the Narthex for the next
couple of months if you run across some "deals" for the
students and/or teachers. Some items they really need
are disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizers... not what one often considers as
"school supplies"!
The new construction at Metcalfe is nearly finished. The two-story building is
closer to NE 15th Street. Ride by and take a look! The school is still closed to
visitors so there are no volunteers at this time.
We will soon make more Blessing Bags for the people in need in our community.
There are only a few remaining on the cart by the dismissal door and/or in the
office. Terri often has people stop by during the week looking for things like
shampoo, deodorant, and/or light snacks, so we keep some there in the office.
Thank you for your generosity in making sure we have what we need!
Bread of the Mighty Food Bank has a continuous need for food items. Since our
Veteran's ministry is not as active as it has been in the past, any food items not
taken by that group end up with Bread of the Mighty.
Pastor Ben has an idea on how to make the food items available around the clock
here at Wesley. More on that later!
The Samaritan's Purse or Operation Christmas Child boxes will not be delivered
until mid-October so when you have filled one, return it to the altar and place it
under the table there. There are only a few empty boxes, but the ones on the cart
in the Narthex already have a lot of items in them but still need a few things like
washcloth/soap, or a special toy for boy/girl, and $9.00 cash. The boxes are
labeled for a boy or girl and an approximate age range.
Blessings on you,
Cindy Holmes











WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER
Well, we continue to juggle our starting date for the
WW Suppers—so sorry! Right now, we are planning
to begin on November 10th at 5:30 PM.
Our usual supper (main dish with sides, dessert, and
salad bar) is priced at $7.00 this year, with families of three or more paying
a flat rate of $20.
Thanks,
Kitchen Committee

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
James Arnett

The “fire” and movement of the Methodist church in North America has always been centered around the salvational aspects brought forth in the New
Testament. Repentance, life in the Spirit, grace, and of course eternal life has
always been in the forefront of our theology and preaching since the beginnings
of this great country of ours. However, we often neglect other aspects of JudeoChristian teachings such as the one Pastor Ben presented to us on Sunday last concerning
creational aspects of GOD’s shalom. In reading the opening stories of Genesis one can
quickly see how humans are so closely tied to the rest of GOD’s creation (earth) and what
our priorities should be that link us to the blessed shalom that GOD has for us. I don’t think
I have ever heard a sermon so well preached as this one was on the topic.
On thinking on all of these things, I have been looking differently at the “out of doors.” I love
the bucolic scene out my back window and am thankful for this wonderful setting that GOD
has placed me in. To behold such beauty there is no cost, it is a free gift of GOD. But in that,
GOD did bestow on us the commitment of caring for all of this world. Pastor Ben reminded
us of that awesome responsibility. I guess the small plot of ground that I live on would be a
good place for me to start. I remember as a young Boy Scout, the general rule about our
campsites was to leave them in better shape when we left than it was when we got there. I
guess if we think about the world as our campsite, it is truly going to take all of us. Thank you,
GOD, for our earth. Help us to be more mindful of our responsibilities towards it.
Many years ago (19th century), in the area of Bath, England, a young man by the name of
Folliot S. Pierpoint, a Cambridge graduate, was walking through the countryside observing the
true beauties that GOD was supplying that day. Robert J. Morgan writes in his book, Then
Sings My Soul:
“He (Pierpoint) saw the ocean of green, the blue dome of heaven, and the
winding Avon River cutting through the flowery landscape. Overwhelmed
by GOD’s creative brilliance, he wrote this poem.”
For the beauty of the earth, For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies;
For the wonder of each hour, of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale and tree and flower, Sun and moon and stars of light
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent child,
Friends on earth and friends above; for all gentle thoughts and mild:
For Thy Church that evermore lifteth holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore her pure sacrifice of love:
For Thyself, best gift divine, to our race so freely given:
For that great, great love of Thine peace on earth and joy in heaven:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
May GOD bless you and your family as we enter into the Fall of this year!

(Continued from Page 1)

No, I think, just maybe there are also good number of folks who will quite simply
not be able to come back in person. I think for many of you reading this, you are in a
different stage in life now. The end of the pandemic will not be a social cure for many
of you. Many have moved to live with kids. Still others now have very limited mobility,
a limitation you did not experience before the pandemic.
Yet do not lose hope! For we believe in a God bigger than cures, no matter how
much we may want them. We believe in the great physician, Jesus, God of healing,
who as he walked on earth was never only concerned with people’s physical ailments.
More importantly, he was concerned with how folks related to God, creation, each
other, and themselves.
So, the Church, because the end of the pandemic may not be a cure for broken
relationships, means we have the opportunity right now to live into the healing of
relationships. The healing of our community, even in spite of a cure that brings everyone back into the building. Because ya know what? The Holy Spirit, that scattered at
the tower of Babel, swept in like a violent wind, and rained down like tongues of fire,
gathering people at Pentecost - that Spirit is not bound by space and distance.
That said, I was told that y'all had a phone tree at the start of the pandemic. Now,
I am inviting you into something a little different. I am inviting you into SACRED
CALLING. Instead of a phone tree we will have a phone club. This will be different
because there will not be one person who is in charge of calling a group where most
people only interact with their group leader. Rather, everyone who is participating
will have a partner they will call that week. The following week it will rotate and you
will call someone new. The person leading the ministry will tell you at the beginning of
the week who your SACRED CALLING partner is. I would like to emphasize that this
is not just for folks who currently are unable to come to the church house in person.
We are all the Church and we are all invited to be the Church, the Body of Christ together.
We are grateful that one of our veterans, James Knight, has volunteered to help us
get this off the ground for the next few months, at which point, if folks enjoy it, we
would need someone to step up and fill in for James.
So, if you would like to join me and be a part of SACRED CALLING. If you have
felt a brokenness in relationships and want to participate in healing together by
picking up the phone and calling your church family, then call or email Terri or me at
the church office. We would love to add you to the already growing list! So be on the
look-out for a call from James in the coming weeks!
In God’s grace,
Pastor Ben

There are still some incomplete
Operation Christmas Child boxes
in the narthex that need to be
filled—can you help? In addition,
each box requires $9.00 to cover
the cost of shipping. Please help
us make a bright Christmas for
children who otherwise wouldn’t
have one. The deadline is
October 24th!!

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries

2nd

Shane McIntosh

13th

8th
9th

Susie Aguila
Sarah McIntosh

22nd

13th

Misty Jacquin Martin
Jim Harris

21st

Richard Yaxley, III
Beth Senn

23rd
28th

Sharon Easter
Linda Baldwin

29th

Kelly Crenshaw

Ashley & William
Weseman
Sarah and Shane McIntosh

FUN AND GAMES
Join the Canasta card club at Wesley United Methodist
Church! Have fun and meet great people! Invite family and
friends, the more the merrier!
When:
Thursdays, 11:30 AM (except holidays)
Where:
Wesley United Methodist Church
826 Northwest 23rd Avenue
Fellowship Hall
Call Cindy Holmes at 352-256-9485 for information.
We have wonderful members waiting to teach you Hand and Foot Canasta! Please
have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccination!





Card Club Guidelines
Bring a sack lunch and beverage if you wish.
Please arrive on time if possible.
Please help clean up after the games end.
Please give us your email address and phone number in case of scheduling
changes.

