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Hi, Wesley!
Can you believe another month has flown by? We have shared some incredible
joy and deep sorrow in so brief and yet so full a time.
I wanted to let everyone know that Charge Conference is just around the corner
on Sunday October 3rd, Trinity UMC, at 4 pm and will last approximately one hour.
Y’all know I am very, very Methodist! Ha ha!!!
For those who are new to the workings of the Methodist Church, Charge Conference is one of
our yearly times of holy conferencing - a time where we get together with other United Methodist
churches in our area to worship, discuss, and set the work of the church for the next year in
transparency and accountability. Now, I get it. You know I can be real with you. Holy
Conferencing just sounds like Ben dressing up our having a big long meeting where we take care
of a lot of church business with a bunch of other local United Methodist churches. AND… sometimes you are right. Sometimes, that is what all these types of conferences become - a big, long
meeting where it feels like we are just checking off a box on someone else’s list.
Yet, that is not the history of Methodism. The history of Methodism is that all conferencing is
to be holy conferencing, believing that preparing the work of the church now leaves us most open
to God’s movement in the future. The first Methodist conference happened in 1744 when it was
just the brothers John and Charles Wesley with eight other people (half clergy and half laity [nonclergy]). They met at the Foundry, which was the first building owned by the Methodist movement
before we ever became an official church. The Foundry was set apart as a hospital for the sick
who could not afford a doctor, the hungry who needed a meal, and a school for children. It was
here that the model for Methodist conferencing was set. These ten folks came together to
worship God, testifying in community the work of God in their own lives and the lives around
them. They praised, they thanked, and they did the business of preparing for the work to come.
This is our tradition of conferencing passed down to us, generation upon generation. AND ...
this is the tradition of conferencing that I invite all of us, Wesley, as a church to participate in
together.
Again, Charge Conference will be at Trinity UMC on October 3rd, at 4:00 pm. There will be
both in-person and online opportunities to worship. We will celebrate the work Wesley has done,
prepare for the work to come, and celebrate the work of our Methodist siblings around us. This
time will be wrapped in worship as is our Methodist tradition, including communion with our many
siblings in Christ. So come on out and let us make a joyful noise together as we join together in
the faithful work of Holy Conferencing!
(Who knows, we may even make some new friends along the way???)
Pastor Ben
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YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP:
This is the message you’ve been waiting for – the
YAHs will meet on Friday, October 1st, at Northwest Grille at 11:30 AM. Please get your RSVP to
me or the office by September 26th so I can
make a reservation for us. I’m excited about
meeting and dining with you all again in person!
Donna Weseman

2019 TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN
For telephone prayer requests, please contact:
Yvonne Hodges
352-472-2039
Irma Hales (Back-up contact person)
352-376-7222
When called, take down the information accurately. IMMEDIATELY call the next
person below you on the list and repeat the prayer request. If you do not reach
the next person on the list, leave a message (if possible) and continue calling
down the list until you do reach someone. PLEASE KEEP THE CHAIN GOING!
EMAIL CHAIN, contact:
Terri at the church office (Monday-Friday)
352-272-2845
Donna Weseman (Saturday-Sunday)
352-331-7496
PRAYER WARRIORS ARE NEEDED FOR THE TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE AS A CALLER, PLEASE CALL YVONNE
HODGES AT 352-472-2039. THANKS!
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Good Morning, Wesley!
I just wanted to reach out and let everyone know that we will
have our annual nominations meeting after church on Sunday
September 12th! I would love for all who are able to hang out
for a little bit after church.
For those who are currently participating online, or unable
to attend in person, please reach out to me and/or Terri in the
office and we will be sure to make a ZOOM link available to you.
“What is the nominations meeting?” you might ask: This is the time of year
when we thank those who have faithfully served our church community here at
Wesley throughout this past year. It is also when we, as a church body, volunteer
and nominate each other (preferably with consultation, please talk to people
before nominating them) for this coming year’s committees and teams.
These teams and committees are the mechanics that keep our church running
smoothly behind the scenes. Without y’all, we wouldn’t be able to pay bills, buy
light bulbs for the sanctuary, cook meals, or plan worship, just to name a few.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank so many of you for your years of
service that have brought so much life to Wesley. I also want to thank you for
making my transition so easy! In United Methodist Churches, pastors are called
to be servant-leaders who empower the community. I hope that we can build that
type of relationship together - one of empowerment to be the Body of Christ in
Gainesville.
So come on out, and with prayer and discernment I am excited to see where
God leads us this coming year!
Much love,
Pastor Ben

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER
We are still waiting for the Daughters of the
American Revolution group to make a decision
whether they are restarting in-person meetings—
they are scheduled for October 13th, but…
Our usual supper (main dish with sides, dessert, and salad bar) is priced at
$7.00 this year, with families of three or more paying a flat rate of $20.
We want to start on October 13th at 5:30, but watch for more information in
next month’s Witness. We should have a decision from the DAR soon!
Thanks,
Kitchen Committee

Thank you for your generosity to our community and
beyond.
 The boxes in the Narthex get emptied periodically. If
the foodstuffs for veterans are not picked up in a timely
manner, they go to Bread of the Mighty Food Bank. The
clothes go down to the 3rd classroom to be available when
needed.
 The school items for Metcalfe go to a central storage area at Metcalfe so as new
children come in or things change for individuals, the items are there for them to
pull what is needed.
 As most of you have heard, volunteers at any public school are not allowed until
further notice. When I deliver to them, I call the office and they come out and
remove the items from my car.
 The Samaritan’s Purse boxes are available in the Narthex for you to add
items...$9 and perhaps soap and washcloth...unless you want an empty shoe box
to fill yourself! See page 7 in this issue for information to guide you. We ask that
these boxes be returned by October 24th at the very latest.
Again...thank you for your generosity and caring for our fellow residents in and
around Gainesville, and now including some far-away areas on the planet!
Blessings on you,
Cindy Holmes

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Hello ladies!
Just an update on UMW activities going on. The spiritual
retreat will be held on September 9th,10th, and 11th via ZOOM.
I have the registration link if anyone is interested.
Registration is $20, and there are scholarships available.
Act now if you are interested!
Echoes of Mission U is also on ZOOM on September 25th at
10:00 AM. This is an overview of the three mission studies. If
you are interested in the link, please contact me. Registration is required by
September 15th .
Our unit needs officers for 2022. At a minimum, these are President, Secretary, and
Treasurer. Please let Cindy Holmes or Yvonne Hodges (the Nominating Committee)
if you are interested in any of these positions.
All ladies are welcome to join our unit. You do not have to be a member or even
attend Wesley UMC. So, please know you and a friend are always welcome!
Peace and Blessings,
Joyce Welsh

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
(SAMARITAN’S PURSE)
Operation Christmas Child is upon us once again. The deadline to have your
boxes packed and ready is October 24th (we will post a reminder in the bulletin).
These “flying” shoeboxes are definitely on our radar this year! We didn’t do this
mission as a church last year, but Donna Weseman packed up a lot of goodies left
over from the previous year and sent them out. So now we want to make 2021 look
real good. Below is a list of suggested gifts with which to pack your shoeboxes.
Once again, Donna filled a bunch of boxes which are in the Narthex. We welcome
your donation of the $9 to cover the shipping cost!
For more information about these boxes, please contact Donna Weseman or the
church office.

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
James Arnett

I would imagine most of you remember the TV show, “The Waltons.”
I enjoyed this show because it took place near my home area of the
country and I could relate to many aspects of who they were. The show’s
story ranged from the age of the Depression through the Post World War
II days. As the last show aired, their lives had all drastically changed and
the Walton Mountain Community was now not the same at all. Many had
died and many had moved away and the world had gotten a lot smaller.
In the last episode, The Revel, two ladies, the Baldwin sisters, who seemed to remain
a constant in values and virtues throughout the years, gave a final speech to the
remaining members who had come in to save a party that they were giving. The
sisters said this as a thanks to all who had come:
“We’re here for such a brief time. But, if we can make some sense
out of life and look at it with wonder and amazement, and leave some
record of it behind for those who follow us, then we have made a
contribution, and it has all been worthwhile.”
John Boy adds a hearty, “Amen.”
We live in difficult times when optimism seems sparse. We are in survival mode,
wondering how we can ward off the next threat that may come our way. I wonder
when it was that we last looked at life with wonder and amazement? I remember as
a child returning outdoors in the Spring of the year and lying on my back in the soft
grass gazing at the clouds with wild and wondrous imaginings. I breathed in life and
felt at one with the earth. How I yearn for experiences like that!
In thinking about these things, I wonder, too, when it was that we looked at the
church with wonder and amazement? Our church here at Wesley is like many
churches today, dwindling in numbers and fighting to stay afloat. Perhaps it’s time
that we dare to have a new look at who we are and what we can do. I’m so tired of
carrying the weight of negativity and doom that circumstances have placed on us. I
dream of holding the church up to GOD and saying, “Lord, you are an awesome
GOD. Take this place back into your hands and show us amazing and wonderful
things. Help us to behold the wonder of who you are. Lord, we are tired of the stench
of failure and death, help us again to breathe in life and health. Help us, Lord, not to
merely survive, but help us to be alive and relevant in our world today!”
As the Baldwin sisters said, “We are here but a brief time.” In my 70th year I
struggle with these things, but O, how I long for the energy to burn brightly as a flame
for Jesus! I think if we all join together, we can still make good light for our world.
To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill:
O may it all my powers engage to do my Master's will!
Charles Wesley

NUMBERS FROM August 29, 2021
Capital Account Received
$0
Capital Checking Balance
$7,549.05
Operating Received
$913.00
NUMBERS TO DATE FOR 2021
2021 Operating Budget
$203,686.00
Revenues to Date
$118,999.60
Revenues Needed to Date
$137,096.05
Revenues Needed by 12/31/21
$84,686.40
APPORTIONMENTS
Apportionments for 2021
Paid
Balance due for 2021

$16,571.00
$11,318.00
$5,253.00

At the Finance Committee
meeting last month, they
commented on the lack of
regular financial information
available for the congregation
(like we had in the weekly
bulletin) and how it may
impact giving. So they
requested it be added as a
regular column in the
Witness. Be sure to look for it
every month for a snapshot of
our finances. I’ll try to find a
regular place to put it.

There are lots of incomplete Operation Christmas
Child boxes in the narthex that need to be filled—
can you help? In addition, each box requires $9.00
to cover the cost of shipping. Please help us make
a bright Christmas for children who otherwise
wouldn’t have one.

YOUR REGULAR GIVING
TO WESLEY UMC: In this
time of reduced in-person
services or sequestering ourselves at home, don’t forget to
send in your regular offerings
and/or tithes to the church.
Our expenses don’t stop and,
in reality, neither does our
church. You’re just participating in a different manner. So
please mail in your offering to
the church office. Terri is in
the office each weekday
morning. Please call ahead to
let her know you are coming if
you plan to stop by.
And please, wear a mask!

September Birthdays

9/12
9/14
9/15
9/28

Noon
7:00PM
7:00PM
7:00PM

Nominating Comm
Trustees
Admin Council
Finance Committee

1st
2nd
8th
11th
14th
17th
21st
23rd
26th
27th

Sharren Gibbs
Richard Crenshaw
Barb Loehr
Jade Marie Martin
Sonny Robertson
David Dishong
Michael Weseman
Debra Johnson
Richard Yaxley, Jr.
Dee Holder
Robert Reeves
Sean Boyle

September Anniversaries
22nd Linda & Frank Nosko
27th Bonnie & Jim Carlin

FUN AND GAMES
Join the Canasta card club at Wesley United Methodist
Church! Have fun and meet great people! Invite family and
friends, the more the merrier!
When:
Thursdays, 11:30 AM (except holidays)
Where:
Wesley United Methodist Church
826 Northwest 23rd Avenue
Fellowship Hall
Call Cindy Holmes at 352-256-9485 for information.
We have wonderful members waiting to teach you Hand and Foot Canasta!. Please
have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccination!





Card Club Guidelines
Bring a sack lunch and beverage if you wish.
Please arrive on time if possible.
Please help clean up after the games end.
Please give us your email address and phone number in case of scheduling
changes.

