August 2021

Planted in the Garden
WOW!!! It has already been a month! I can’t believe what a full month it
has been. We have enjoyed some ice cream, shared in communion with each
other, I have gotten to meet so many folks, and we have worshiped our loving
God together!
I cannot tell you how grateful I am for the love and welcome I have received from our
community in our short time together. I have been blessed by our conversations, learning
the story of Wesley through the years, and how God has and continues to use our humble
congregation planted in our little corner of creation.
One of my favorite passages that I am sure will come up in the future is Genesis 2:7-8.
The Hebrew language here is really interesting - we miss a lot in the translation into English.
Hebrew, like Spanish, French, and Italian, is a very poetic language. It plays a lot with words
in really beautiful ways.
Genesis 2:7-8 tells us that God created the adam (man) from the adama (dust). So, in
English we might say rather that God created man from the dust of the earth which is the
literal translation. That God created the earthing from the earth.
That’s not quite right either though. Maybe it is, as Ellen Davis, one of my professors,
suggested in her book Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture: An Agrarian Read of the Bible.
God created humans from humus. She uses this word because the Hebrew here is very
specific about the dirt. It isn’t just any dirt. Genesis says that God used a very rich soil, a soil
where plants would thrive, and, maybe most importantly, a soil specific to a particular place.
It was a rich reddish brown mulch, like the skin of the people who worked it. The early
Israelites understood something very important that we often miss.
God has planted us humans in a particular corner of creation and called us to care for it.
Whether that be engaging in the communities that surround our church directly, tending the
ground itself (as Dale has faithfully done for so many years), or cultivating the community
garden next to the playground.
So, Church, I am excited to tend this soil together, sow some seeds, and wait and listen
as God does the growing.
If you are interested joining me a few Thursday mornings a month, I will start taking care
of some of the landscaping and garden areas around property, tending our little corner of
creation. I invite you to join me!
In God’s Love and Grace,
Pastor Ben

Wesley United
Methodist Church
WEAR YOUR MASKS—with this new
Delta variant of COVID-19 that we have
been seeing (Florida is #5 in the nation!)
we need to double our efforts to mask up
before coming into the church. If you
forget, we have masks available for you.
Let’s stay safe!
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Weekly Sunday Activities
Worship @ 10:45AM
(Sanctuary)

Barbara Baldwin
Diane Blucher
Helen Goddard
Rachelle Hines
Beth Loehr-Moody
Billy Moring
Margie Sapp
Clarence Witt

Linda Baldwin
Carolyn Clarke
Nancy Hardee
Barb Loehr
Paula Mathis
Clydia Reichert
Beth Senn

Last month, Dale Smith announced his retirement from working in
the Wesley grounds and garden spaces. Pastor Ben has suggested
Thursday morning workdays to continue Dale’s lead. We will begin
on Thursday, August 12th at 7:30 AM. Yes, that does sound pretty
early, but it’s cooler then. We will adjust the
start time as the temperature and sunrise time
change. We think we have sufficient tools for
everyone (hint, hint!) so come help us honor
Dale by continuing his faithful deeds.
There might even be
some coffee and
donuts!
Wear gloves!

2019 TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN
For telephone prayer requests, please contact:
Yvonne Hodges
352-472-2039
Irma Hales (Back-up contact person)
352-376-7222
When called, take down the information accurately. IMMEDIATELY call the next
person below you on the list and repeat the prayer request. If you do not reach
the next person o the list, leave a message (if possible) and continue calling down
the list until you do reach someone. PLEASE KEEP THE CHAIN GOING!
EMAIL CHAIN, contact:
Terri at the church office (Monday-Friday)
352-272-2845
Donna Weseman (Saturday-Sunday)
352-331-7496
PRAYER WARRIORS ARE NEEDED FOR THE TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE AS A CALLER, PLEASE CALL YVONNE
HODGES AT 352-472-2039. THANKS!
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My dear friends of Wesley UMC,
Carmen and I have had a wonderful vacation and we are now descending from
the hills and finding our way home. We will have been through 13 states and
have seen so many beautiful places and had the opportunity to reunite
with many family members and friends. We are anxious to see you all
again and hope you are well. I am looking forward to worshipping with you in our church. I will be anxious to
get our choir going again (I have even
dared to think of
Christmas!). We still
need to turn the tide
on this virus thing
that seems to be
raising its ugly head
again. But Jesus,
our shepherd, will
lead us safely and
we will win! Keep
the faith.
Blessings,
Jim and Carmen
Arnett

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER
The usual supper, priced at $7.00 this year. We
want to start on October 13th at 5:30

Please call the office and let us know if you
are or are not interested in coming out for
Wesley Wednesday suppers. We really need your input.
Thanks,
Kitchen Committee

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR
METCALFE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

There’s a box in the Narthex for our Metcalfe collections. This year, we are looking
for the following:

Pencils & red rubber erasers
Glue sticks
Bottles of school glue
Hand sanitizer
Dry erase markers & erasers
Notebook paper
Boxes of facial tissue
Spiral bound notebooks
3-ring binders
Disinfectant wipes

ATTENTION YOUNG AT HEARTS! Do you want to

start our luncheons again in October? Please call
me and let me know!
Hope to see you all again soon!
Donna Weseman

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
You’ve seen bits and pieces of these activities all year long,
but this month we turn our focus to the ways that Wesley UMC contributes to the
well-being of our local community. These are in no special order whatsoever...


Blessing Bags: Personal care items, snacks, and clean t-shirt are packaged,
ready to hand out to those in need



BOGO food basket for Bread of the Mighty Food Bank



Neighborhood Thank You Program: our good cooks bake cookies for nearby
schools (JJ Finley, Sidney Lanier, Gainesville High School, Metcalfe Elementary,
Glen Springs Elementary, Westwood Middle School, and Stephen Foster Elementary), Fire Station #5, and the police station



Mentoring students and supporting teachers at Metcalfe Elementary School. See
the article on page 6 for ways you can help



Whitie Tighties—collection of new underwear and socks for children and adults
for Arbor House, St. Francis House, Grace Market Place, and the Stephen Foster
Elementary School clinic



Prayer Shawl ministry: Knitted or crocheted shawls are blessed and given to
those in need of a “warm fuzzy”



Random Acts of Kindness: Small cards can be handed out to let a person know
that someone from Wesley UMC has performed an act of kindness for them



Benevolence Fund: Help both church members and members of community with
funds when an emergency occurs



Alachua Girls Academy/Steadfast Ministries ministers to teenage girls at risk



Girl Scouts of America—one troop has been meeting here for three years; we
hope to add more this school year



Veteran Support Committee—We help provide necessities for veterans
transitioning from homelessness, Veteran Moms Support Group, Wesley
Whittlers, Neighborhood Garden, with more plans every day

I’m sure I’ve forgotten something, but the deadline for publication is approaching so
I must get this out! Money is always welcome. Please give generously!

July 7, 2021

Welcome,
Pastor Ben Spangler

August Birthdays
1st

8/7

7:00PM

Finance Committee

2nd
9th
10th
16th
20th
24th
25th
30th

Austin Holder
Bradley Omdahl
Edgar Voyles
Nancy Slaydon
Debbie Taylor
Becky Knight
Linda Smith
Robbyn Perkins
Suzanne Posselt
Betty Brand
Jane Nelson
Dee Boyle
Dale Smith

August Anniversaries
2nd
6th
8th
9th
31st

Dee & Tim Holder
Jim & Mary Harris
Bonniesue & Paul
Humphlett
Jackie & Tim Davis
Nancy & Ron Case

FUN AND GAMES
Join the Canasta card club at Wesley United Methodist
Church! Have fun and meet great people! Invite family and
friends, the more the merrier!
When:
Thursdays, 11:30 AM (except holidays)
Where:
Wesley United Methodist Church
826 Northwest 23rd Avenue
Fellowship Hall
Call Cindy Holmes at 352-256-9485 for information.
We have wonderful members waiting to teach you Hand and Foot Canasta!. Please
have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccination!





Card Club Guidelines
Bring a sack lunch and beverage if you wish.
Please arrive on time if possible.
Please help clean up after the games end.
Please give us your email address and phone number in case of scheduling
changes.

