July 2021

Dear Wesley,
For those I have not yet had the pleasure of meeting, my
name is Ben Spangler and I am your incoming pastor!!! I have
already experienced deep hospitality from the Wesley
Community! I have loved getting to know those who have
welcomed me so far, and I am thrilled to get to know everyone
else in the coming weeks.
I grew up at Christ Church UMC in Ft. Lauderdale, where my
family became members when I was a small child, and I have
been a Methodist ever since! When I went to undergrad at FSU
(I know, I know) I became involved on staff at the Wesley
Foundation where I answered a call to ministry. After undergrad,
I took a few years off to follow in the family trade of air conditioning (which apparently
is very popular in South Florida!) before I headed off to Durham, NC. There I attended
seminary at Duke University.
I loved my time at Duke and learned a lot, both in the classroom and outside of it.
However, I am overjoyed to come down to Gainesville to do a little less paper writing
and spend a little more time serving in ministry. I can’t wait to share life together as
we grow with one another and in God in the time to come.
Over these first few weeks, my biggest goal is to get to know you all. That said, it
would be great to meet with folk one on one or in small groups. We can go for coffee,
meet at my office, go for a walk around the neighborhood next to Wesley. Or even
better, y’all can start showing me your favorite places in Gainesville! So, feel free to
reach out to me at the office, or be on the lookout for an email from me once I get my
official church email together and we can set a time to hang out and learn each other’s
stories!
In love,
Pastor Ben
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL—Welcome Pastor Ben Spangler
in true Wesley style—something to eat! Join us for an
ice cream social on Wednesday, July 7th, at 6:00 PM,
for ice cream, toppings, and cake.
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2019 TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN
For telephone prayer requests, please contact:
Yvonne Hodges
352-472-2039
Irma Hales (Back-up contact person)
352-376-7222
When called, take down the information accurately. IMMEDIATELY call the next
person below you on the list and repeat the prayer request. If you do not reach
the next person o the list, leave a message (if possible) and continue calling down
the list until you do reach someone. PLEASE KEEP THE CHAIN GOING!
EMAIL CHAIN, contact:
Terri at the church office (Monday-Friday)
352-272-2845
Donna Weseman (Saturday-Sunday)
352-331-7496
PRAYER WARRIORS ARE NEEDED FOR THE TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE AS A CALLER, PLEASE CALL YVONNE
HODGES AT 352-472-2039. THANKS!

Our Canasta Card Club has continued to meet every Thursday from
11:30 to 2:00 at Cindy Holmes' house. We usually have four or five
attendees and we have added another person recently. It is always a
fun time, win or lose!
Please have had both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.
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And so, I am now on my way to the friendly hills of home and to
Fairmont, West Virginia where I grew up. It has been a long time
since I have returned home, and too long since I have visited my
family there. Although I have lived here in Florida for the last 31
years, I am a person of the hills. Maurice Brooks once said, "Thus, it
is with those nurtured in Appalachia—they leave, but they look back,
remembering pleasant things. The land has claimed them, and its
ties will not be severed."
Please pray for Carmen and me as we travel there and back. Our plan is
to put our feet up and rest for a while. But know this…we will be thinking of you
and praying for you all as Wesley starts another chapter with Pastor Ben.
When I return our singing program will begin again. I have loved hearing
your voices out there praising the Lord. I eagerly await to see what GOD has in
store for us. We must endeavor to get excited about being the church, and about
actively worshipping the Lord. Well, blessings to you all. I will see you all soon.
I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? My help
comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.
Psalms 121:1
Blessings,
Jim Arnett

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER
We are thinking about restarting Wesley Wednesday
Suppers on the second Wednesday in October. We
would really like to have at least 40 people for dinner
on those nights. So, bring a friend or two. And/or
your neighbors. Dinners will be $7.00 starting this
year to reflect increased prices in the markets, but we’ll still have the salad
bar, a full dinner, and something for dessert.

Please call the office and let us know if you are or are not
interested in coming out for Wesley Wednesday suppers. We
really need your input.
Thanks,
Kitchen Committee

We all know they build houses, but that’s not all! They also build
people! To qualify for home ownership a person must be interviewed by a
volunteer Family Selection Committee who looks at issues like a family’s
financial situation and stability. Prospects must demonstrate a need for
safe, affordable housing, have a steady job, and have bills which are less
than 40% of their income.
People who qualify for the program then must put in at least 400 hours
of sweat equity (200 hours building homes for others and 200 hours
building their own homes), must attend classes on home ownership, and
must pay an affordable mortgage for 30 to 40 years. Habitat is not a free
“give away” program by a long shot!
Habitat was established in 1976 by Millard and Linda Fuller. He was
an attorney who gave up his fortune so others could have decent housing,
and the initiative has since spread around the world. The Gainesville
Chapter started in 1989 and has built more than 100 homes, with more to
be finished very soon! Habitat has a Thrift Shop at 2317 Southwest 13th
Street and welcomes volunteers in many capacities, not the least of which
is financial! The phone number is 352-378-4663 and their website is
www.alachuahabitat.org.

ATTENTION YOUNG AT HEARTS! Things are getting
better (pandemic-wise anyway) and I am ready to restart
our monthly lunch dates. I miss you all! Please call me at 352538-0559 and let me know what you think about this. I’m
looking ahead to October, so it wouldn’t be right away, but
I’d like to know your thoughts this month.
Hope to see you all again soon!
Donna Weseman
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