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It has brought me tremendous joy over the last couple of
weeks to see so many people in worship on Sundays,
especially as we celebrated Easter together and the good
news of Jesus’ resurrection. While there is so much about
our day-to-day lives that looks different due to the pandemic, it is a blessing to have our church family as a constant.
If you were in church the last Sunday in April, you might
have noticed that I had a special guest joining me.
Shane’s parents have gone north for the summer, so
Abigail gets to come to church with me now. I am excited
for her to get a chance to be loved on by our Wesley family
in the weeks to come.
As you might imagine, being a mom to Abigail is a full-time
job, and it is both the greatest and hardest thing I have ever done. Our lives are filled
with a lot of loud toys that sing songs and we are on constant high-alert to make sure
she doesn’t eat paper. But we are also filled with so much more joy as we watch
Abigail learn and grow! I’ve heard people talk about it before, but one of the greatest
joys of being a parent is getting to watch your child experience and discover the new
world around them.
Just the other night, Abigail learned how to splash in the bathtub, and she just
laughed and laughed at her newfound skill. She is also working really hard on learning
how to walk right now. She pulls up on everything and can fly as long as she has
something to hold onto. The hard part is that her balance hasn’t quite caught up to her
confidence. Even though that sometimes results in falls and shed tears, I love seeing
the way she has no fear (usually I still get very nervous…)
As I watch Abigail stand, stumble, fall, and get back up to try again, I can’t help but
think we can learn from that. As a church, are we willing to take chances and try new
things? Are we willing to take those tentative, early steps of faith even when are
unsure? Stepping out into the unknown can be scary and unsettling, but it just might
lead us to new wonders. As one of my favorite quotes says, “’What if I fall?’ Oh, but
my darling, what if you fly?”
Blessings,
Pastor Sarah
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ANNOUNCEMENT SUNDAY
Well, if you were in church on Sunday, April 25th, you know that
it was Announcement Sunday—that sad (or sometimes happy) day
when the announcement is made about pastoral changes in many
Methodist churches. And that Sunday was, for us, exceedingly
sad.
Yes, Jim Harris, our head of SPCR, gave us the word—Pastor Sarah is leaving
Gainesville to return to her beloved state of North Carolina. While not going back
to her home, she will be only a few hours away, instead of 12. We don’t have the
specifics yet, but she and her husband, Shane, will both be pastors in the Lake
Norman area of western North Carolina.
Plans are in the works for a festive (and probably somewhat teary) send-off.
Details will be shared with all of you as soon as they are known. So prepare
yourself to put on a happy face to send Sarah and Shane back to the mountains.
Oh yeah, there seem to be plans for them to take Abigail Grace with them, but
we’ll have to await confirmation on that...

Our Canasta Card Club has continued to meet every Thursday from
11:30 to 2:00 at Cindy Holmes' house. We usually have four or five
attendees and we have added another person recently. It is always a
fun time, win or lose!
Please have had both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS
On Sunday May 2nd, I played a song for the hymn of preparation that holds a
pleasant memory for me. In the early 1970’s, when I was a young guy in my 20’s
(if you can even imagine that!), I visited our church campground one summer day
in the mountains of West Virginia. There is a large, white wooden tabernacle
structure there for services that I found myself resting in during the heat of the
day. My solitude was interrupted by a young girl who went to the piano and
started playing softly, practicing for the evening service. The song she was
playing started out ever so peacefully and then she began singing these simple lyrics…
Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,
For we need you to help us find our way.
Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us,
For we need your strength from day to day.
There’s no other we can turn to
Who can help us face another day;
Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,
For we need you to help us find our way.
Although, she sang it over and over many times, I never grew tired of hearing it. The song
just sort of worked its way into my heart and provided a very peaceful moment. When she
finished and was about to leave, I went up to her and asked, “Who wrote that song?” She
looked down at the music and said, “Somebody by the name of…of Gaither.” And I said, “Let
me write that name down, G-A-I-T-H-E-R. You never know, they may write something else, I’ll
watch for that name.” “Well,” as they say, “the rest is history!”
Although this song is now nearly 50 years old, and the Gaither family did, of course,
become internationally famous for their music and their singing, I still find this little song so
charming and appealing. Also, the lyrics make for a meaningful prayer in our times!
Blessings,
Jim Arnett

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER
With the widening availability of COVID vaccines, we
have hopes we can be together soon! It’s still not time
for a return to fellowship dinners, but I think we can see
the light at the end of that tunnel!
In the meantime, stay safe, stay healthy, and stay in touch with friends and family.
And we hope to see you at our in-person Sunday worship services. They are
always important, but more so now. Isolation is not healthy!

UNITED METHODIST
COMMITTEE ON RELIEF
VISION

As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church,
UMCOR transforms and strengthens people and communities.
MISSION

Compelled by Christ to be a voice of conscience on behalf of the people called
Methodist, UMCOR works globally to alleviate human suffering and advance hope
and healing.
UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United States
and internationally. Their efforts are targeted in places where natural disasters, war,
or conflict have done so much damage that communities are unable to recover on
their own. While UMCOR is not a first-response organization, they stand ready to
accompany communities in need over the long haul of their recovery, until they are
well on their way to establishing a “new normal” after a crisis.
In addition, UMCOR helps communities in the United States and abroad prepare for
emergencies and reduce the risk of disasters through a roster of training programs.
They also are involved in global development work. Specific programs address
issues of health, sanitation, poverty, sustainable agriculture, nutrition, and food
security. Many development problems are interrelated, so UMCOR uses integrated
solutions to address their root causes. UMCOR seeks to empower local hospitals,
schools, churches, and other stakeholders by enhancing their capacity to address
these issues.
During this world-wide COVID-19 pandemic, UMCOR is active wherever needed,
whether overseas or here at home. One hundred percent of your donation goes to
programs, not to administration of the organization, so give like your life depends
upon it! Because it does.
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