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I remember back in March of 2020 when I thought moving
all of our activities online was going to be a two-week thing.
Oh, how wrong I was…
Now here we are, a year later, celebrating our second
Easter during this pandemic. I still remember the last song
we sang together as a congregation was, “God Be with You

‘til We Meet Again.”
Even though so much of our day-to-day lives still looks very different, I find myself
feeling profoundly grateful for the simple gift of being together each week. I am
especially glad that we will be able to be together in person to celebrate Easter this
year. I have been thinking a lot about how different it will be to not be singing together
as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. I am by no means a talented singer, but oh how I
miss singing hymns and praise songs as a congregation. (These days most of my
singing is a nice combo of Amazing Grace, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, and
Goodbye Earl as I try to get Abigail to sleep…)
Many of you have shared the same sentiment about how much you miss being
able to sing together in worship. The good news is that I believe the day when we will
be able to sing safely is on the horizon. But, even as we wait, I wonder if these
celebrations of Easter in the midst of a pandemic have been more like the first ever
Easter morning.
On the first Easter morning, there weren’t huge crowds gathered in sanctuaries
wearing fancy outfits. There weren’t egg hunts, chocolate bunnies, or baskets filled
with goodies. Instead, there were women venturing out in the dark to embalm a body
only to find an empty tomb. There were whispers that Jesus was risen and a general
sense of disbelief and awe. That’s the thing about the resurrection – the real fanfare
and excitement is not about what we do, wear, or say – it is all about the good news
that Jesus is risen! So, even though our Easter season might look a little different this
year, may we never forget the awe and wonder that Jesus is risen. He is risen indeed!
Blessings,
Pastor Sarah

Wesley United
Methodist Church
FLOWER CROSS: Good news! The
flower cross is up and ready for your
flowers on Easter Sunday—let’s make it
bloom!
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Pastor Sarah Kiviniemi McIntosh
Come join Pastor Sarah via Zoom from
noon to 1:00PM on Tuesdays for her
on-line Bible class. All are welcome
and we would love to have you join us!
HOLY WEEK: We will not have
any in-person services for Holy
Week, but we will pre-record
worship for both Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday. Those services
will be available on our church's
YouTube page, on our church website
(WesleyUMCon12.org) on the Sermon Archives tab,
and a link will be sent out as well. We hope many will
be able to join us as we journey to the cross. We will
have live face-to-face church as usual on Easter
Sunday – join us wearing your favorite mask!
The office will be closed Good Friday, April
2nd and Easter Monday, April 5th .
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Weekly Sunday Activities
Worship @ 10:45AM
(Sanctuary)

Barbara Baldwin
Micke Bergeron
Carolyn Clarke
Rachelle Hines
Beth Loehr-Moody
Billy Moring
Margie Sapp
Clarence Witt

Linda Baldwin
Diane Blucher
Nancy Hardee
Barb Loehr
Paula Mathis
Clydia Reichert
Beth Senn

Our Canasta Card Club has continued to meet every Thursday from
11:30 to 2:00 at Cindy Holmes' house. We usually have four or five
attendees and we have added another person recently. It is always a
fun time, win or lose!
Please have had both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS
Pressing On
As we head into April, I will report that in the year of COVID2020, our pianist,
Wenxin Song, has finished her work at UF, and now she will be moving to Tampa
to begin Medical School. We will miss her for she was a fine pianist and a
wonderful person. Wenxin wanted me to pass along her warm regards to
everyone. She loved being here and says her experience, “was an unforgettable
one.” Please remember her in your prayers.
So, when will we be singing again? Good question. In a recent letter from Bishop Carter, he
recommends that we keep on the path that we have been on for a while longer. I know we are
all getting a bit antsy about getting back to normal, especially for vocal singing and praise. With
vaccines coming on stronger everyday it looks like we will get there. Bishop Carter continues to
say, “We appreciate your perseverance. We are a people of hope who continue to press on as
we remain On Mission Together.”
Press on. Press on is a familiar phrase found in Philippians 3:14. Paul says, “Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” As a church, I think that this will be a
good posture for us to take here at Wesley. Wesley has a marvelous tradition and many of you
have told me of Wesley’s exciting past. The Apostle Paul tells us that to win the race we must
press on. Our past is a beautiful memory that we should cherish. Paul continues to say, “We
must live up to what we have already attained.” But as the dark tent of COVID continues to be
lifted we must assess where we’re at and begin to think critically of what we can do for Jesus
now. I don’t know yet what that will mean for us in the music department, but I am beginning to
think and dream of what it is that we can do. Continue to lift us up in prayer. Let us press on
together. How many of you remember this old hymn?
HIGHER GROUND
I’m pressing on the upward way, new heights I’m gaining every day;
Still praying as I onward bound, “Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”
Lord, lift me up and let me stand by faith on Canaan’s tableland;
A higher plane than I have found, Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.
My heart has no desire to stay where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Though some may swell where these abound, my prayer, my aim, is higher ground.
I want to live above the world, though Satan’s darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound, the song of saints on higher ground.
I want to scale the utmost height and catch a gleam of glory bright;
But still I’ll pray till rest I’ve found, “Lord, lead me on to higher ground.”
Blessings,
Jim Arnett

Heifer International's mission is to work with communities to end world hunger
and poverty and to care for the Earth.
Dan West was a farmer from the American Midwest and member of the Church
of the Brethren who went to the front lines of the Spanish Civil War as an aid worker.
His mission was to provide relief, but he soon discovered the meager single cup of
milk rationed to the weary refugees once a day was not enough.
And then he had a thought: What if they had not a cup, but a cow?
That "teach a man to fish" philosophy is what drove West to found Heifer
International. And now, nearly 70 years later, that philosophy still inspires our work
to end world hunger and poverty throughout the world once and for all.
How it Works
We empower families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity – but
our approach is more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities
and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with a long history
of poverty. Our animals provide partners with both food and reliable income, as
agricultural products such as milk, eggs, and honey can be traded or sold at market.
When many families gain this new sustainable income, it brings new opportunities for building schools, creating agricultural cooperatives, forming community
savings, and funding small businesses.
Passing on the Gift
The core of our model is passing on the gift. This means families share the
training they receive, and pass on the first female offspring of their livestock to
another family. This extends the impact of the original gift, allowing a once
impoverished family to become donors and full participants in improving their
communities.
The goal of every Heifer project is to help families achieve self-reliance. We do
this by providing them the tools they need to sustain themselves, thanks to the
generosity of donors like you.
You have the power to give a hungry family the training it takes to feed themselves and their children; to give a young girl a chance at an education; to empower
a woman to have a voice in her community. Together, we can change the world,
one family, and one community at a time. And it all starts with a gift.
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WESLEY WEDNESDAY
SUPPER
With the widening availability
of COVID vaccines, we have
hopes we can be together
soon! It’s still not time for a
return to fellowship dinners,
but I think we can see the
light at the end of that tunnel!
In the meantime, stay safe,
stay healthy, and stay in
touch with friends and family.
And we hope to see you at
our in-person Sunday
worship services. They are
always important, but more
so now. Isolation is not
healthy!

5th
6th
8th
10th
11th
12th
15th
17th
18th
22nd

Emily Newstadt
Yvonne Hodges
Tom Adams
Shaina Boyle
William Weseman
Mary Harris
Jessica Alday
Joan Siegel
Barbara Baldwin
Sara Reeves

4th

Jim and Carmen Arnett

16th
19th

Linda & Richard Crenshaw
Sandy & Robert Reeves

28th Diana & Keith Holder

We filled twelve Blessing Bags this month. Thank you for making sure
the needy in our community have items like water, cans of Vienna
sausages, crackers, and dried fruit, as well as a T-shirt and socks and other
personal hygiene items ... deodorant, comb, shaving cream, and razor.
We delivered14 Character Counts bags to Metcalfe Elementary for their
assembly on March 31. The bags include cake mix, icing, pans and decorative bags to
help a student from each class celebrate his or her recognition as a person with good
character.
The food items you have donated were taken to Bread of the Mighty Food Bank for
distribution. They were also available while awaiting transport to the food bank for our
veterans. Any leftover clothing donations were also given to Bread of the Mighty.
Thank you for your continued generosity to our community and for our "adopted"
elementary school. They are always so appreciative of your efforts on their behalf.
Blessings!
Cindy Holmes

