January 2021

If ever there was a year that we have been ready to turn
over the calendar and start a new one, it would definitely be
this year. 2020 has been a year for the record books in any
number of different ways. It has been a year of challenge,
change, and trial, but despite all of that, we have made it through. I believe the reason
we have made it through this tough year is because we have stuck together.
It’s kind of funny isn’t it, that a year when social distancing and staying at home has
been necessary, that community and fellowship have become more important than
ever? But it’s true – this year has reminded all of us just how much we value and
cherish being together with the people we love.
Whenever starting a new year, we’re encouraged to reflect on the past year as we
look at goals we have for the year ahead. It can be a two-fold consideration – the
things we’d like to take with us and the things we’d like to leave behind.
As I look back on 2020, I don’t think I am alone in saying that I’d like to leave the
COVID-19 pandemic behind. I know this won’t happen immediately, but I am hopeful
that the approval and distribution of vaccines will allow for improved numbers and the
ability for gatherings with friends and family. I would also like to leave behind all the
division this year has brought with the presidential election. I hope that 2021 might be
a year of building unity and healing the divides that 2020 brought.
In terms of what I’d like to take with me, I want to keep my new-found appreciation
for being together with loved ones. Until 2020, I never knew how much I cherished little
things like hugs and seeing bright smiles, but I never want to forget it. I also hope that
we bring the sense of cooperation and kindness that has emerged throughout 2020.
We shouldn’t need a year of mass chaos and unrest to motivate us to love and care for
one another. We need one another. And the world is a much better place when we are
all committed to seeking the common good of our neighbors.
As we enter into 2021, I encourage you to reflect on the same questions. Looking
back on 2020, what do you want to take with you and what do you want to leave
behind? I’d love to hear any of the things you come up with!
Blessings,
Pastor Sarah

Wesley United
Methodist Church
Come join Pastor Sarah via Zoom from
noon to 1:00PM on Tuesdays for her
on-line Bible class. All are welcome
and we would love to have you join us!
We’re slipping a little with our social distancing. As
wonderful as it is to put our heads together
and have a nice visit, please keep six feet
apart. We don’t want to have to close our
doors again with a COVID-19 outbreak.
And we especially don’t want to be on the
6 o’clock news as a “super-spreader” spot!
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32609
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We are on Facebook!!!
Pastor’s E-mail:
pastorsarah826@gmail.com
Secretary’s E-mail:
Terri Manche
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Witness Articles E-mail:
Sharren Gibbs
sharrenleegibbs2020@gmail.com
Deadline for articles: 15th of each
month
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Weekly Sunday Activities
Worship @ 10:45AM
(Sanctuary)

Barbara Baldwin
Micke Bergeron
Carolyn Clarke
Rachelle Hines
Beth Loehr-Moody
Billy Moring
Margie Sapp
Clarence Witt

Linda Baldwin
Diane Blucher
Nancy Hardee
Barb Loehr
Paula Mathis
Clydia Reichert
Beth Senn

Dear Wesley Family,
I want to express my appreciation and gratitude for your cards, gifts, and kind words. I really
enjoy working here each day and expect a great 2021. Happy New Year!
Terri
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 I will always rejoice because of the Wesley Family that has been so good to my family. Thank you for the gifts and
love and support over the years.
William

IT’S TIME FOR A NEW DIRECTORY!
Our current directory was published five years ago—that’s a
VERY long time in the life of a church directory. So let’s get
busy making a new one.
Sharren will set up a photo studio in the conference room
beginning Sunday, January 10th, and leave it there throughout the month. Each Sunday immediately following the
service, come over to the conference room where Jane and
Jim Nelson will help register each of you, making sure your
information cards are correctly filled out, and Sharren will
pose you and snap your photo..
No, you will not have to have your photo taken in a mask!
Ladies, be sure to bring your make-up so you can freshen up before you sit for your
photo!
The background will be black this year, so please don’t wear black the day you plan
to get your photo made.
We will maintain social distancing as usual, lining up outside the conference room
on the covered sidewalk. You will enter through the door on south side next to the
pastor’s office, and exit through the back door near the fellowship hall.
Families and groups are most welcome, but I ask that you wait until after 12:30 due
to the extra time required to get everyone ready.
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826 Northwest 23rd Avenue
Gainesville, Florida 32609
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All meetings cancelled until
Resolution of pandemic

Worship Service—10:45AM

In case you didn’t see or hear about this, I offer it for your information. The “click
here to register” link does not work in this copy, but the call-in information is
included here, too. So call in NOW!
Sharren

Pastor Sarah preached her annual
Christmas Eve Service as a virtual
service. It can still be seen on
YouTube at
https://youtu.be/QGdcAeboxdk

Pastor Sarah lights the Advent
Candles while Pastor Shane
reads the scripture. Other
readers included Nancy Case,
Jim Harris, and Jim Arnett.
Carmen Arnett sang a most
beautiful solo, accompanied by
her husband.

Shane leads communion.

The McIntosh family led the way in this service. Even
Baby Abigail Grace got into the action during the readings. She was intrigued by Dad’s candle and microphone.
I’ll bet he reads to her at bedtime every night...

This was a gloriously lit candlelight service. Thanks to
Sharren Gibbs for setting them up and orchestrating the
take-down afterwards.

January Birthdays

Well, you’ve probably
guessed this, but the YAHs
will not meet for lunch anywhere in the state. I hope
you all have found a way to
enjoy spending time alone at
home. Hopefully, we’ll see
you soon when things around
town loosen up a bit more!
Donna Weseman

1st

Irma Hales

2nd
5th

Joyce Welsh
Joe Reichert

8th
10th

Paula Mathis
Ron Case

14th
20th

27th
28th

Linda Yaxley-Nosko
Christopher Blake
Grayson Nosko (Linda
Yaxley-Nosko’s
grandson)
Paul Humphlett
Jim Nelson

31st

Bob Bulatewicz

January Anniversaries
19th Lisa & Matt Alday

ST. FRANCIS HOUSE
Mission Statement: The overall mission of St. Francis House
is to provide emergency food, temporary shelter, transitional
housing, and related support services in a safe, secure
environment for people in the Alachua County region who, for
whatever reason, find themselves confronted with homelessness and hunger.
This ministry was established in 1980 by Father Baker, with a
goal to provide the basic necessities to help the impoverished
and hungry in the community.
Contributions may be marked on your check or envelope and placed in the
collection plate or on the altar. You may also mail your checks for St. Francis
House to the church office during the entire month of January.

