
Some Thoughts about the Times We Live In 

For seven months we have been dealing with pandemic, restrictions, unrest, and a    
divisive political scene.  Itôs all a lot to deal with and sadly it has caused considerable 
fear, depression, and anxiety in our lives.  I donôt think God wants that for us.  In fact, I 
know he doesnôt!  The truth is that what we focus on becomes our reality, so itôs really 
important to focus on the right things to restore inner peace and contentment in our 
lives.  Here are three things we can focus on that will make a big difference in how we 
feel. 

#1 ï Be Grateful!  Focus on being thankful for the blessings God has given us rather 
than the things that scare us.  Letôs think about the good things in our lives and thank 
God for his blessings.  For instance, I love it when the weather starts to turn cooler in 
October.  I love the days to come when we can get outside to do things without over-
heating.  Even now there are many things we can do together as a family.  I love to 
have the family gathered around sharing stories of the past and dreams for the future.  
Family movie nights in front of the tv with popcorn and snacks is also a fun thing to do 
together.  And donôt forget about ZOOM!  Our family has done a couple of ZOOM family 
game nights that were great fun and we were able to include those loved ones we canôt 
be around due to COVID.  In October I love the pumpkin carving and the dressing up.   
I even love the scary stories that go along with the holiday.  For a fun family activity at 
this time of year, try talking with your children and grandchildren about what you did for 
Halloween when you were a kid, or making pumpkin bread or cookies together.  Or pull 
out the old photo albums and enjoy them together as a family.  Everybody always     
enjoys these things.  These kinds of family activities are great times for bonding with 
our loved ones, and Iôm thankful that even during a pandemic we can still do these 
things. 

#2 ï Be Helpful!  We are thankful that we still have many things we can do together 
during COVID, but this is also a time to be thinking of those who are suffering through 
very difficult times.  As a family, talk about the needs in our community and think about 
ways you can help.  For instance, there is a great demand on food pantries and soup 
kitchens because many people are out of work.  Donations of food and money are 
greatly appreciated there.  Communities in many places are also suffering the effects of 
wildfires and floods, and donations are needed at UMCOR to provide relief for them.  
Helping as a family in these ways sets a wonderful example of Christian love in action 
and gives you purpose. 

    (Continued on Page 3) 
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Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Sunday School 
Adult Ages @ 9:30AM 
Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

Come join our speaker via Zoom from 
noon to 1:00PM on Tuesdays.  See the 
schedule for topics on Page 5.  All are 
welcome and we would love to have 
you join us!  

ATTENTION ADULT SUNDAY SHOOL MEMBERS:  
Classes resumed on September 13th.  I hope that 
youôve saved your Spring Quarterlies.  We are using 
them for our lessons this month.  We are practicing 
good stewardship!  And I hope you are practicing good 
anti-COVID hygiene and distancing!  See you Sunday! 
   Yvonne Hodges 



 

Barbara Baldwin Linda Baldwin 

Micke Bergeron Diane Blucher 

Carolyn Clarke Mary Jo Davis 

Nancy Hardee Rachelle Hines 

Barb Loehr Beth Loehr-Moody 

Paula Mathis Billy Moring 

Clydia Reichert Beth Senn 

Clarence Witt 

Even though we have started back up with in-
person, brick-and-mortar church services, donôt 
forget you can still find our Sunday Sermons on 
YouTube, FaceBook, and the church website.  
Each speaker includes some hymns to comple-
ment the sermon, also found on YouTube.   

Jim Arnett, our music director, provided our     
sermon on September 27th.  We hope you will 
check it out and enjoy.  And we hope to SEE you 
next Sunday! 

(Continued from Page 1) 

#3 Be a Peacemaker!  We also have a very divisive election coming up next month.  
Whoever you choose to vote for, do not demonize those who chose differently than you.  
In every situation, try to be the person who brings others together in Christian love and 
cooperation, rather than the one who emphasizes differences.  In choosing your candi-
date look not for outward displays of religiosity, but instead look for displays of character 
in daily life showing a love for other people as Jesus taught us to do.  And within your 
family, (and outside of it), if you canôt talk about politics without causing division, talk 
about other things.  Both your biological family and the family of God need to put Jesus 
and his teachings first rather that politics.  We need each other.  Words spoken in anger 
now may cause a permanent rift in your relationships.  Donôt allow that to happen.  Be 
understanding, be forgiving, and be a peacemaker.   

In conclusion, stay strong, keep close to your loved ones, and give God the glory for all 
the blessings you do have rather than focusing on what you donôt have or canôt do. 

      Nancy Case 
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY  

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ŀǊŀƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  WƛƳ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ 
ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦ  
Wǳǎǘ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ½ƻƻƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ         
LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƭƻǳƎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ        
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Dh5 ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ  
9ŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ό/ŀǊƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘǿƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƴύΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎΦ 

млκс !ƴŀƴƛŀǎ !Ŏǘǎ фΥм-мф 

млκмо ¢ƘŜ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ ²ƻƳŀƴ WƻƘƴ пΥм-пн 

млκнл tƘƛƭƛǇ !Ŏǘǎ уΥнс-оф 

млκнт wƘƻŘŀ !Ŏǘǎ мнΥм-мф 

ммκо ¸ƻǳǊ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ōǳǘΣ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ 9ǾŜΣ aƻǎŜǎΣ 9ǎǘƘŜǊΣ bƻŀƘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ wǳǘƘΣ ƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΦ  ¸Ŝǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ       
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dh5 ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎΗ  

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘ 
ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ½ƻƻƳΦ  Wǳǎǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΦΦΦ 

       /ŀǊƳŜƴ ϧ WƛƳ !ǊƴŜǧ 

      Wesley's Annual Charge Conference will be October 18th at 4 p.m.  

At this point I don't know whether leaders only or the whole church 

is invited, but someone will get you the information before that 

weekend.  The regular paperwork for the conference may also come 

via email this year as we are not handing out paperwork.  As a re-

minder, if you are a leader in the church or on committees, you are 

being asked to remain on that committee for another year due to 

circumstances related to the virus.  Please call the office, Nancy Case, 

or Carmen if you do not  want to serve next year.  Thank you. 



     Well, it has been such a joy to be back in the sanctuary for     
Sunday service!   

     It certainly is quieter than usualðwe arenôt any singing, and there 
isnôt a choir.  No passing the peace of God.  Instead of that, we wave 
all around, using the American Sign Language sign for ñI love youò - 
No germs get passed, but the message does! 

Now, you know we canôt do this without some new rules.  They are 
designed to keep us all safe, and put together by a committee of your fellow        
congregants, keeping in mind the guidelines put out by the Centers for Disease 
Control.  Carmen Arnett posted this information last month, but it bears repeating.  
Be sure to read the next page closely, as it will tell you exactly how things will work 
on our Sunday services in the sanctuary! 

 

Office Hours:  Terri is now in the office on Mondays 9-12 noon and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the 
rest of the week.  If you plan to drop off your offering, please give Terri a courtesy call.  You 
may also continue mailing your offering into the office. 

Sunday School and Choir:  Adult Sunday school classes will resume on September 13th.  
There will be no choir rehearsals on Wednesday nor a choir on Sunday.  There will be no     
singing in worship but there will be meditative worship music of different forms during the    
service. 

Worship:  The sanctuary will look different when you come in to worship on September 6th. 
There will be social distancing, no hugs or handshakes.  We will be creative in saying hello to 
each other behind masks.  Remember that a mask will be required during service.  If you do 
not have a mask, one will be provided for you in the narthex.  

We understand:  If you feel unsafe in any way about returning to in-person worship, please feel 
free to stay home and watch the virtual worship that will be posted on Monday morning.  It will 
take some time to get the service from Sunday uploaded to YouTube, but it will be in your        
in-box on Monday along with specific prayer concerns and announcements. 

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER  

Youôve heard it over and overðwe will not have a supper 
meeting this month due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Itôs 
looking like October will still not be time for a return to fel-
lowship dinners; we will have to wait to see how things go. 

In the meantime, stay safe, stay healthy, and stay in touch 
with friends and family.  And we hope to see you at our in-
person Sunday worship services.  They are always important, but more so now.  Iso-
lation is not healthy! 


