
       

At the end of August, I had the pleasure of going to northeast Pennsylvania.  
I went to a running camp for four days with over 300 other women from 
around the country, and even from around the world.   As you might          

imagine, we spent a lot of our time running in the four days we were together.  But, the 
best part was the opportunity to build community and get to know women from so many 
different walks of life. 

 

On the first night we were gathered together, one of the professional athletes there gave 
a talk to kind of set the stage for the weekend.  She talked a lot about teams and the 
power of having a community of people to support you not only in your highest highs but 
also in your lowest lows.  She also talked about how the gold is in the room ï this was 
her way of acknowledging that the power and energy and gifts that would make our 
camp experience were right there in the room with us.  And that reminded me of this 
church because the same is true for us; the gold is in the room.  

 

We talk a lot in the church about things we would like to accomplish, changes we would 
like to see, or even growth we would like to attain.  We dream about having young     
people in the church and having a vibrant ministry with children and young families.  We 
imagine a fresh sense of life and vitality in the church.  Hereôs the thing though ï the 
gold is in the room ï the gifts, skills, strengths, and passions that it will take to get us 
from here to there is already in the room.  This church is full of a diverse array of gifts 
and skills.  The key to growth or revitalization lies in figuring out how to tap into those 
gifts and skills.  It lies in figuring out how the unique strengths of our congregation line 
up with the needs of the community around us.  And it lies in each and every one of us 
using the gifts God has given us to serve a common purpose as we work towards a 
common goal.  

 

Instead of seeing our lives or our church with eyes of scarcity, may we see the        
abundance of gifts, skills, and strengths God has blessed us with.  Because the gold is 
in the room. 

     Grace and peace, 

          



 
Wesley United  

Methodist Church 
Mission Statement: 

! 
 

 
 

 

826 NW 23rd Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 
32609 

Office: 372-2845 
Fax: 372-9544 

 
We are on Facebook!!! 

 
Pastorôs E-mail: 

pastorsarah826@gmail.com 
 
 

Secretaryôs E-mail: 
Terri Manche 

secretary@wumc.cfcoxmail.com 
 
 

Witness Articles E-mail: 
Sharren Gibbs 
sharren2@cox.net 

Deadline for articles: 15th of each 
month 

 
Website: 

www.WesleyUMCon23.org 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Sunday School 
Adult Ages @ 9:30AM 

Sunday School in the Park @10:00AM 
(Greentree Park) 
Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

 

Come join Pastor Sarah from noon to 1:00PM in the 
Conference Room on Tuesdays.  We 
discuss a variety of themes and topics, 
but there is always rich discussion.  All 
are welcome and we would love to 
have you join us!  



 

Barbara Baldwin Micke Bergeron 

Agnes Burke Carolyn Clarke 

Joan Croft Betty Dees 

John Easter Rachelle Hines 

Sonya Hodges Cindy Holmes 

Barb Loehr Paula Mathis 

Beth Loehr-Moody Billy Moring 

Clydia Reichert Sonny Robertson 

Beth Senn Dale Smith 

Polly Teele Clarence Witt 

Wesley United Methodist Women will have a General Meeting on Saturday,       
September 14th at 10:00 AM.  We will have a speaker from SIRA/Embrace Grace.  
SIRA offers services for women, such as sonograms, at little or no cost.  They have 
partnered with Embrace Grace to offer spiritual based programs for women.  The 
general meeting will follow the speaker. 

The District ñEchoesò of Mission U will be held on September 
21st at Zion UMC in Ocala.  Summaries will be given of each 
of the three classes taught at Mission U, which include the 
following: 

1. Gospel of Mark (Radical Discipleship), 

2. United Methodist Women History, and 

3. What About our Money? 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us.  More information will be available at the 
September General Meeting. 

    Blessings, 
      Susie Aguila and Yvonne Hodges. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

(SAMARITANôS PURSE) 
Operation Christmas Child is upon us once again.  The deadline to have your 

boxes packed and ready is October 20th (we will post a reminder in the bulletin).  
These ñflyingò shoeboxes are definitely on our radar this year!  This mission was a 
great success last year and we look forward to making 2019 even greater.  Below is 
a list of suggested gifts with which to pack your shoeboxes.  Shoeboxes that have 
been partially filled are available in the Narthex on September 8th. Donôt forget to 
include $9 to cover the shipping cost!  

For more information about these boxes, please contact Donna Weseman or the 
church office.  




