
 

Happy New Year, Wesley! 

 As we step into a new year, January invites us to pause, 
breathe, and listen again for Godôs gentle voice. New calendars 
and fresh starts have a way of awakening hope within us, a sense 
that God isnôt finished with us yet. Itôs in this spirit that Iôm excited 
to introduce our new worship series centered on ordinary practices 
that open us to Godôs extraordinary love: ñAwakened to Grace.ò 

 This six-week Epiphany journey will invite us to rediscover 
simple, transformative practices that help us meet God in everyday 

life and grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. Other United Methodist Churches all across 
our Florida Conference are being invited and encouraged by Bishop Tom Berlin to 
participate in this journey too. Each week weôll explore a different theme that helps 
awaken our hearts to Godôs presence and grace, including: 

¶ Prayer 

¶ Scripture 

¶ Silence 

¶ Fasting 

¶ Sabbath 

¶ Service 

These practices arenôt just things to do; theyôre rhythms that shape our lives and open 
us more deeply to Godôs presence and Godôs work in the world. In the Wesleyan 
tradition, grace isnôt a one-time gift we check off a list. It is the ongoing, loving, unearned 
presence of God that meets us wherever we are, calls us deeper into relationship with 
Jesus, and equips us for lives of faithful love and service. Through this series, weôll see 
how grace is encountered in both quiet moments ð like silence and prayer ð and in 
outward acts of compassion and justice. 

As a church family, weôre invited not simply to hear about grace, but to experience it 
together. Whether youôre familiar with these spiritual practices or trying them for the first 
time, may Godôs grace awaken you in fresh ways, inviting us into deeper love for God, 
our neighbors, and our world. 
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Wesley United  

Methodist Church 
Mission Statement: 

Celebrating God! 
Growing in Faith! 

Changing the World! 
 

 
 

Pastor Kolby Golliher 
 

826 NW 23rd Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 
32609 

Office: 352-372-2845 
 

We are on Facebook!!! 
 

Pastorôs E-mail: 
Kolby@gainesvillewesley.org 

 
Secretaryôs E-mail: 
Terri Manche 

secretary@wumc.cfcoxmail.com 
 
 

Witness Articles E-mail: 
Sharren Gibbs 

sharrenleegibbs2020@gmail.com 
Deadline for articles: 15th of each 

month 
 

Website: 
www.WesleyUMCon23.org 

www.facebook.com/WUMCGVL 
 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY-TIME  
Please join us in person every Tuesday 
beginning January 13th from noon to 
1PM for Bible Study as we'll be starting a 
new study on the Gospel of Matthew. 



I pray this Epiphany series will be a time of renewal, a season when you 
sense God close, guiding, and calling you ever more fully into the life Jesus 
offers. May this Epiphany season help us see clearly, live faithfully, and walk 
confidently into the year ahead, grounded in the abundant grace of God. 

 

   Blessings, 

    Pastor Kolby 

(Note from the Pastor, Continued from Page 1) 

COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR 

Join Pastor Kolby this month at Coffee Culture at 2020 NW 
13th Street for some spirited conversation, good coffee (or 
other libations are available) and good company. We will 
gather at 9:00 AM on January 15th. See you there!  

Dear Wesley Family,  

Thank you so much for all the Christmas cards, 

goodies, and gifts. What a blessing to me and my 

family! Your generosity is so appreciated.  

Happy New Year,  

     Terri  

Chuck Adams  Linda Baldwin Diane Blucher 

Marilyn Browning Harley & Pamela Christensen 

The Crenshaw family Helen Goddard John Hodges 

Betty Holder Rosie Leggett Loehr Family 

Beth Loehr-Moody Terri Manche Frank Nosko 

Chris Robinson Beth Senn Dale Smith 

Carla, Robert, Steve, Molly &                         Scott, Judy, Anne &   

   especially Buddy                                                         Aden 
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WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPERS 

Our January supper will be on Wednesday, January 14th; we are 
serving pasta with all the usual things that go with it, including 
rolls, and a salad and dessert bar. Please RSVP to Terri in the 
office by Sunday, January 11th so we can plan our shopping list 
accordingly. We still 

charge $7 for each meal, and $21 for families 
of 3 persons and above. We need at least 25 
people to sign up for this to happen, so come 
and get a meal, either take-home or dine-in, 
and we hope youôll stay to eat with your faith 
family and enjoy the fellowship. 

We start up the serving line at 5:30, but try to 
get there a little before that to stake out your 
table and visit with your church family. 

Hope to see you ALL there! 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS HOUSE  
Mission Statement:  The overall mission of St. Francis 

House is to provide emergency food, temporary shelter, 

transitional housing, and related support services in a safe, 

secure environment for people in the Alachua County region 

who, for whatever reason, find themselves confronted with 

homelessness and hunger.       

This ministry was established in 1980 by Father Baker, with a 

goal to provide the basic necessities to help the impoverished 

and hungry in the community.   

Contributions may be marked on your check or envelope and placed in the      

collection plate or on the altar. You may also mail your checks for St. Francis 

House to the church office during the entire month of January. 

The Kitchen Crew at our Christmas 
dinner. L-R:  Kathy, Barbara, Elaine, 
Paula, Linda, Donna, and Sharren. 



YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP  

Here are the upcoming dates and places through the next few months.  As always, 
we meet at 11:30 AM for this fun and purely social event.  Also, as always, you need 
to RSVP to Donna the Tuesday before the meeting on Friday so we know how much 
food to buy and tables to set.  Join us!   

DATE  WHERE  RSVP BY: 

January 9 Piesanoôs  January 4 

February 19 
Valentineôs Luncheon 
Weseman Home 

February 15 

   

YAHs lunch at the Weseman Home - Standing: Barbara, Sonny, Joan, Mary, Riley, Pastor Kolby, 
Christie, Roy, and Stan. Seated: Nancy, Sharren, Kathy, and Jim.  



SIGHTS & SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS AT WESLEY UMC  

This yearôs Christmas 
celebration included a 
Cantata with the combined 
choirs of Wesley UMC and 
Southwest UMC, plus the 
Citrus Ringers Community 
Hand Bells from Crystal 
River. 

Pastor Kolbyôs Advent 
messages took us on a 
joyful journey up to a very 
unexpected place ï all the 
way to Mount Crumpit 
where the Grinch helped 
us prepare for Christmas. 
Each week of worship 
paired an Advent theme 
with a moment from the 

Grinchôs story, 
helping us see 
how the Holy 
Spirit expands 
our hearts as 
we prepare for 
the miracle of 
Christmas. 



Mark your calendars!! 

On March 20-21, 2026, the NW District UWF will hold a Spiritual 
Growth Retreat on the Suwannee River. Our guest speaker will be  

the Rev. Catherine Fluck-Price. 
 

More information to come. 

MISSION OF THE MONTH REPORT 
Wesley UMCðyou did it again! Donna delivered 

our collection from the church (canned goods) to 

the Salvation Army, and from the Sisters in Faith 

UWF circle (blankets, mittens and hats) to Grace 

Marketplace with a little help from one of their staff. 

ñI was at Lowe's and I was leaving, and a truck 

from market was pulling up to pick up some 

things,ò she said. ñAnd I went over and I talked to 

the girl driving the truck and she said she would 

take them out to Grace Marketplace. That was on 

Monday, and you know how cool the weather was.ò 

Thank you, Donna! 

 

Donna delivered our collection from the 
church (canned goods above) to the 
Salvation Army. Blankets, mittens, and 
hats (right photo) were also delivered to 
Grace Marketplace in time for the first 
cold snap of the season. 


