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òWell, in Whoville they say that the Grinchõs small heart grew 

three sizes that day. And then the true meaning of Christmas 

came through, and the Grinch found the strength of ten Grinches 

plus two.ó 

 

Dear Wesley, 

This Advent, weõre taking a joyful journey up to a very unexpected place ð yes, all 

the way to Mount Crumpit ð and letting The Grinch help us prepare for Christmas. 

Now, donõt worry. Weõre not trading Bethlehem for Whoville! Instead, weõre letting 

this whimsical story shine light on a deeply biblical truth: the coming of Christ grows 

the human heart in ways we could never manage on our own. 

You know the tale. The Grinch, isolated and aching, tries to stop Christmas from 

coming. He thinks that if he can silence the songs and steal the gifts, then he can  

snuff out joy altogether. But when Christmas morning dawns, something astonishing 

happens: Christmas comes anyway. The Grinch encounters a love he can neither 

break nor block, and that love expands his tiny, tight, fearful heart ð three sizes! ð and 

transforms his life. 

Isnõt that the story of Advent in a nutshell? Christ comes ð even when we least    

deserve it, even when the world feels cold, even when our hearts feel two sizes too small. 

This December, each week of worship will pair an Advent theme with a moment 

from the Grinchõs story, helping us see how the Holy Spirit expands our hearts as  

we prepare for the miracle of Christmas. My prayer is that this season fills you with 

wonder large enough only for an intervention and transformation from God to fill. 

May God stretch us with grace, enlarge us with compassion, and help us love with a 

Christ-like warmth that makes room for all. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Wesley United  

Methodist Church 
Mission Statement: 

Celebrating God! 
Growing in Faith! 

Changing the World! 
 

 
 

Pastor Kolby Golliher 
 

826 NW 23rd Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 
32609 

Office: 352-372-2845 
 

We are on Facebook!!! 
 

Pastorôs E-mail: 
Kolby@gainesvillewesley.org 

 
Secretaryôs E-mail: 
Terri Manche 

secretary@wumc.cfcoxmail.com 
 
 

Witness Articles E-mail: 
Sharren Gibbs 

sharrenleegibbs2020@gmail.com 
Deadline for articles: 15th of each 

month 
 

Website: 
www.WesleyUMCon23.org 

www.facebook.com/WUMCGVL 
 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY-TIME  
We are studying church history through the 
lens of historic heresies and how the church 
has kept the message of Jesus clear and 
strong.  Our Advent worship series this year 

will be based on ñThe Heart that Grew Three Sizes,ò by 
Matt Rawle on 11/18, 12/2, 12/9, and 12/16. 



Chuck Adams  Linda Baldwin Diane Blucher 

Marilyn Browning Harley & Pamela Christensen 

The Crenshaw family Helen Goddard John Hodges 

Betty Holder Rosie Leggett Loehr Family 

Beth Loehr-Moody Terri Manche Frank Nosko 

Chris Robinson Beth Senn Dale Smith 

Carla, Robert, Steve, Molly &                         Scott, Judy, Anne &   

   especially Buddy                                                         Aden 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The Grinch tries to ruin Christmas by stealing every tradition he can. He 

steals decorations, trees, gifts, and even the Who-hash from the fridge. The 

Grinch tries to steal Christmas, only to discover that Christmas arrives all 

the same. Even if every tradition were taken from us, Christmas will still 

come, because Christ came. Love lives in us, because Christ has been born in 

us. 

    Join us for worship every Sunday of Advent at 10:45 AM or online as we 

continue the conversation. 
   Blessings, 

    Pastor Kolby 

Thank you for the cards, prayers and well wishes!  My recovery is going 

great. Thanks be to God!  Can't wait to see my church family soon.  

     Joyce Welsh  
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We have tools, or bring your own.  Water provided. 

Hat, gloves, seat, or kneeling pad recommended. 

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPERS 

Our annual Christmas supper will be on Wednesday, December 
10th; we are serving ham, cornbread dressing, and cranberry 
sauce as well as green beans, rolls, and a salad and dessert bar. 
Please RSVP to Terri in the office by Sunday, December 7th so 
we can plan our shopping list accordingly.  We will still charge  

$7 for each meal, and $21 for families of 3 persons and above.  You just canôt beat 
that price! 

We start up the serving line at 5:30, but try to get there a little before that to stake 
out your table and visit with your church family.  We are also going to have a few fun    
activities and some singing, too!  Hope to see you ALL there! 



YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP  

Here are the upcoming dates and places through the next few months.  As always, 
we meet at 11:30 AM for this fun and purely social event.  Also, as always, you need 
to RSVP to Donna the Tuesday before the meeting on Friday so we know how much 
food to buy and tables to set.  By the way, the 19th IS a Friday againé  Join us!   

DATE  WHERE  RSVP BY: 

December 19 
Covered Dish Dinner  
Wesemanô new home December 14 

January 9 Piesanoôs  January 4 

February 19 
Valentineôs Luncheon 
Weseman Home 

February 15 

 

DONõT THROW AWAY THOSE PLASTIC BAGS OR PLASTIC FILM! 
Weôve been enjoying our bench out in the Memorial Garden, but it still looks kind of 
plain.  It needs flowers, or some gnomes, or mushrooms, or SOMETHING around it.   

Now that we have met our goal, we are working to help other churches in the group 
meet theirs.  First UMC has met their goal and other churches are set to go.  Help this 
interfaith endeavor keep going!  Donôt stop bringing in that plastic!  Do you realize that 
all together we have rescued over 5,000 pounds of plastic from the landfill!  Can we 
keep this going?  Yes, WE CAN! 

Plastic films must be clean, dry and free of food and organic residue.  Please note that 
we still cannot take    
water bottles, cracker 
trays, plastic utensils, or 
berry-box type plastics.  
If it crackles when you 
squeeze it, itôs not the 
Right Stuffé Youôve 
been doing a great job 
bringing in your plastic 
film waste.  Thanks! 

The planet thanks you, 
too! 

 
 

Sharren hauled another 20.5 pounds of plastic film to the collection point.   
Thanks, Wesley! 



Mark your calendars!!  On March 20-21, 2026, the 
NW District UWF will hold a Spiritual Growth      
Retreat on the Suwannee River.  Our guest   
speaker will be Rev. Catherine Fluck-Price.  

More information to come.   

March  

7 

2026 

LETôS GET COOKING! 

Thanks to all the ladies of the church who baked their favorite cornbread and 
brought it to the church so we could make cornbread dressing for our Christmas 
dinner.  But it wasnôt just cornbreadðwe boiled and chopped eggs, mixed secret 

potions of milk and eggs and soda crack-
ers and well, itôs a secreté  Then we put 
everything together, and put it in the freez-
er, ready to cook on the 10th.  Yum!! 
 

Here Barb, Paula, and Elaine get ready to 
put chicken in the ovens for last monthôs 
dinner.  We were too busy cooking to take 
photos, but Iôm sure you know how we do 
things. 



MISSION OF THE MONTH   
REPORT 

Wesley UMCðyou did it again!  
No matter how much is asked of 
us, we come through with the 
donations needed!  Thank you 
all so much!  Donna hauled our     
offerings for Gainesville Com-
munity Ministries (including $150 
in gift cards) to them in time for 
preparation of the Thanksgiving 
meal boxes.  This means so 
much to those in need. 

And thank you, Donna, too! 

Christmas is coming!!  Let's remember our 
church staff by stufɤng their stockings!!  
Stockings will be out soon so watch for 
them in the Narthex!!  If you wish to  
write a check, please make it out to 
WUMC or Wesley United Methodist 

Church.  Thanks! 





I want to thank my Wesley family for all your prayers, 

cards, well wishes, and food during the time of my      

surgery and recovery.  Also, I appreciate your generosity 

in extending my sick leave and allowing me the time I 

needed to recover.  Many thanks to Sharren Gibbs, Sherry Adams,  

and Kathy English for all their help in keeping the office running 

while I was out.  They are the best!  I hope to be back in the office  

by early December.  Iõm cancer-free and truly thankful.  

     Terri Manche 

A big thank you goes out to the Kitchen Committee.  Donna and the committee   
offered to set up a mini nursery above the narthex.  They 

bought a Pack óN Play, 
sheets, diapers, wipes, 
and new coloring books, 
crayons and markers. 
Now we can offer babies, 
visitors, and children   
options for their church 
visits.  Thank you so very 

much!!! 
 

Pastor Kolby and Riley 
took advantage of this 
lovely place for a quick 

snack.  Yum! 



Joyce, Charlotte, Riley, and Blakely get ready for Christmas Eve 

Back row:  Baby Riley, Pastor Kolby, Sharren, Kerry, Joyce, and Richard.   Front row:  Kelly, Linda, Granger, 

Blakely, Charlote, Riley, Nancy, and Terri.  And Anne, who had to leave before the group photo was taken.  

Donna was taking the photo, but she worked on everything, too. 


