
     Fall is a season of gratitude and grace. For farmers in our part  
of the world it has long marked the time of harvest. The work of 
spring tilling and planting, of summer watching and waiting, at last 
comes to fruition. There is work to be done, but rewards to be had, 
as crops are brought in from the field and prepared for sale or for  
winter storage. 

     In earlier times in this country, the fall was when families who 
depended on the harvest made their gifts in support of Godôs work. In those days rural 
churches didnôt pass the plate on Sundays. No one had anything to put in it. But when, 
as the Bible puts it, ñthe earth has yielded its fruit,ò the gifts of the congregation poured 
forth. People paid up their accounts at the general store, at the local feed and supply, 
and gave generously to the mission of their church. 

Even today most churches still hold their annual giving campaigns in the fall. Itôs 
part of our ancestral memory. In fact, it goes back not only to when ours was an agrarian 
economy, but much earlier. The Bible relates the peopleôs generosity to their experience 
of Godôs generosity at the time of harvest. ñWhen you have come into the land that the 
LORD your God is giving youéyou shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you 
shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his name.ò (Deuteronomy 26:1-2) 

Of course our generosity doesnôt end there. God sees and knows the need of 
those who have no land, whether they are priests in service in the temple, orphans or 
widows in the community, or even persons from other lands who reside among them. 
ñThen you, together with the Levites and the foreigners who reside among you, shall   
celebrate with all the bounty the Lord your God has given to you and to your 
house.ò (Deuteronomy 26:11) 

So this season of gratitude and generosity goes way back. And it continues here  
at WUMC in many ways. We give thanks for Godôs grace and goodness as we fill out  
our 2026 Pledge Cards this month in the sanctuary. Pledge Cards help us to plan the 
churchôs annual budget, allocate resources wisely, and they serve as a tangible way for 
you to commit intentionally to supporting the churchôs mission and ministries. Thank you 
for turning yours in by November 23rd!ñ 
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Celebrating God! 
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Changing the World! 
 

 
 

Pastor Kolby Golliher 
 

826 NW 23rd Avenue 
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32609 

Office: 352-372-2845 
 

We are on Facebook!!! 
 

Pastorôs E-mail: 
Kolby@gainesvillewesley.org 
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www.WesleyUMCon23.org 

www.facebook.com/WUMCGVL 
 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY-TIME  
We are studying church history through the 
lens of historic heresies and how the church 
has kept the message of Jesus clear and 
strong,.  Our Advent worship series this 

year will be based on ñThe Heart that Grew Three Sizes, 
by Matt Rawle on 11/18, 12/2, 12/9, and 12/16. 



Chuck Adams  Linda Baldwin Diane Blucher 

Marilyn Browning Harley & Pamela Christensen 

Helen Goddard John Hodges Betty Holder 

Rosie Leggett Loehr Family Beth Loehr-Moody 

Frank Nosko Joe Reichert & family Chris Robinson  

Beth Senn Dale Smith Scott, Judy, Anne & 

Carla, Robert, Steve, Molly &        Aden  

especially Buddy 

(Continued from Page 1) 

This Sunday, November 2nd, we will remember the lives of those who 
have touched our own and now rest in Godôs peace. All Saints Sunday is a     
reminder of how much we depend on the generosity and sacrifice of those who 
have gone before us. 

As a church, we are also collecting essential food items for Gainesville 

Community Ministries to be able to distribute to families in need for Thanks-

giving. You can find the full list of items weôre collecting under the Mission of the 

Month section of this newsletter. If you go back and look at last Decemberôs 

newsletter issue, youôll find the picture of Donnaôs back seat and trunk full of 

items we donated to this important ministry. My goal this year is for us to collect 

so many goods that it takes us two cars to deliver them! Now thatôs a harvest! 

   Blessings, 

    Pastor Kolby 
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We have tools, or bring your own.  Water provided. 

Hat, gloves, seat, or kneeling pad recommended. 

WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPERS 

Our next supper will be on Wednesday, November 12th; we are 
serving baked chicken with rice. Please RSVP to Terri in the    
office by Sunday, November 9th so we can plan our shopping list 
accordingly.  We will still charge $7 for each meal, and $21 for 

families of 3 persons and above.  You just canôt beat that price! 

We start up the serving line at 5:30, but try to get there a little before that to stake 
out your table and visit with your church family. 

Church directories are still available from Terri in the 
office, or from various people before and after the 
Sunday services. 

While there is no charge for these, we are asking for 
a $10 donation to offset the cost of printing and for 
those folks who cannot afford one. 

Kerry and Terri Faunce did a wonderful job on the 
directories, which will be an excellent reference to 
you at home.  Donôt miss out! 



 

BAPTISM OF RILEY PHILLIP GOLLIHER  

October 26, 2025  



YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP  

Here are the upcoming dates and places through the next few months.  As always, 
we meet at 11:30 AM for this fun and purely social event.  Also, as always, you need 
to RSVP to Donna the Tuesday before the meeting on Friday so I know how many    
tables and chairs to reserve.  By the way, the 14th IS a Tuesdayé  Join us!   

DATE  WHERE  RSVP BY: 

November 21 Covered Dish dinner  

NEW Weseman home  
November 16th 

December 19 
Covered Dish Dinner  

Weseman home December 14 

   

DECK THE HALLS WITH  

BOUGHS OF HOLLY! 

 

 

 

 

 
Would you like to help decorate the church for the 
Christmas holidays?  Join us on Monday, November 
24th at 9:30 AM in the sanctuary as we kick off our 
2,025th Advent season.  Advent begins on November 

30th, so we have to get ready!  After all, 
 isnôt that what Advent is all about? 



WHO IS THAT BUSYBODY HANGING AROUND THE CHURCH? 

Why, Itôs Roy English!  Roy has become a major fix-it man around Wesley and we 
thought it was time to recognize some of his efforts.   

Most recently, he      
refinished the water-
damaged top of our 
baptismal font and 
added a strip around 
the top to keep the 
cover in place. 

He also painted areas 
outside the sanctuary   
where we ripped up old 
carpet, and he repainted 
the yellow safety lines 
between the parking lot 
and the sanctuary. 

Here he is out on the 
street waving a sign 
advertising our    
rummage sale last 
spring.  What a guy! 

TIME TO SING! 

Wesley singersðitôs time to get ready for a Christmas musicalðI've been  
talking with Sara Nussel of SW Methodist about combining our choirs for an 
original Christmas musical this year, like we did for Easter.  She has written 
another inspiring and beautiful score, and she will accompany the perfor-
mance.  We are even going to be accompanied by the Handbell Choir of  
Crystal River UMC!  WOW!  This is going to be really big! 

We will begin practicing at Wesley UMC on Sunday, November 9th at 9:30 in the   
morning in the conference room.  Southwest UMC is already practicing on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:15 PMðand Iôm told we are MOST welcome to join them!  The dress re-
hearsal will be on Saturday, December 6th at Wesley at 10:00 AM. 

Our performance is Sunday, December 7th at 3:00 PM right here at Wesley UMC.  That 
only gives us a month to prepareðand isnôt that what Advent is aboutðPreparing!  
Sharren will direct our learning sessions.  See you there! 





COVERED DISH DINNER AND GAME NIGHT 
 

HALLOWEEN 
What a fun night we had!  Fried chicken and all the sides brought in by our faith      
families.  Such good food!  Some people were dressed in costumes and we played 
Halloween Bingo, and cornhole.  Carolyn Joiner won TWO bingo games, and Jan Kid-
ney won game 3.  A good time was had by all!  And thanks to the    
worker-bees behind the scenes who make 
things work and look pretty during all the  
seasons of Wesley life!   


