
 

Dear Wesley, 

 

Hannah and I want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the 

love and joy you have shared with us as we welcome sweet Riley into 

the world. Your prayers, kind words, and thoughtful gifts have surrounded us with such 

grace and reminded us what a blessing it is to be part of this community of faith. We 

hope you enjoy some of our favorite moments with Riley so far! (See page 7 for the  

photo collage Sharren put together.) 

As we plunge head first into this 

new season of parenthood, we 

are especially grateful to know 

our child will grow up in a 

church family so full of love,   

encouragement, and Christôs 

spirit. Thank you for celebrating 

with us and for walking along-

side us in this sacred and joyful 

time. 

     Blessings, 

      Pastor Kolby 

September 2025 



 
Wesley United  

Methodist Church 
Mission Statement: 

! 
 

 
 

Pastor Kolby Golliher 
 

826 NW 23rd Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 
32609 

Office: 352-372-2845 
 

We are on Facebook!!! 
 

Pastorôs E-mail: 
Kolby@gainesvillewesley.org 

 
Secretaryôs E-mail: 
Terri Manche 

secretary@wumc.cfcoxmail.com 
 
 

Witness Articles E-mail: 
Sharren Gibbs 

sharrenleegibbs2020@gmail.com 
Deadline for articles: 15th of each 

month 
 

Website: 
www.WesleyUMCon23.org 

www.facebook.com/WUMCGVL 
 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY-TIME We 
are on hold for this activity until about the 
middle of October. 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you 
shall be happy, and it shall go well with you  

Psalm 128:2 



Chuck Adams & family Linda Baldwin Diane Blucher 

Marilyn Browning Harley & Pamela Christensen 

Helen Goddard John Hodges Betty Holder 

Rosie Leggett Loehr Family Beth Loehr-Moody 

Frank Nosko Joe Reichert & family 

Chris Robinson Beth Senn Dale Smith 

Scott, Judy, Anne & Aden Bill Woodõs family 

Carla, Robert, Steve, Molly & 

especially Buddy 

Barbie Loehr-Fox sent us a note: 
 

I'm writing to let you know that my mother and a long-term mem-
ber of Wesley UMC passed away peacefully on Thursday, August 
21st.  I'm sure there are members who will still remember mom, 
though as her dementia progressed she was not able to attend       
services. She was a faithful member of the choir for over 50 years, 
served on several committees - her favorite being Missions, worked 
with children in her younger years and raised all four of her children 
in faith there. 
  
Please keep the Loehr family in your prayers. 
  
Blessings, 
    Barbara Loehr-Fox 

WEôRE HAVING A HYMN SING! 

As part of our managing to keep the church 
moving along during Pastor Kolbyôs absence,  
we will have an old-fashioned hymn sing on 
Sunday, September 21st.   

Like we did two years ago, I have prepared the 
ñback storiesò on the nine hymns, chosen from 
our list of favorites the congregation selected    
for our first hymn sing.  Would you like to be a 
reader? 

I thought about listing the songs here, but Iôve 
decided to let them be a surprise on the 21st. 

I hope youôll join us for this fun and enlightening 
service! 

    Sharren 
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We have tools, or bring your own.  Water provided. 

Hat, gloves, seat, or kneeling pad recommended. 

 

SUPPLIES FOR METCALFE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Thank you, everyone, for your contributions for the teachers at our adopted school, 
Metcalfe.  Donna hauled our gifts to them on August 12th, just in time for the begin-
ning of the school year.  Thank you all!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

Since 1926, the home has opened its doors to children with a variety of special 
needs.  Some children are victims of abuse.  In other cases, the justice system     
requires troubled youths who have broken the law to live at the home.  Others at   
the home were abandoned and tried to survive on their own.  Fortunately, social  
services stepped in to place them in a safe environment, the United Methodist   
Childrenôs Home.  You have been told this story before, but it is a never-ending   
story, and Wesley United Methodist Church continues to dedicate its time, re-
sources, money, love, and prayers for these children.   

A tremendous period of growth began in 1998 with the addition of several build-
ings on their campus.  In 2002, they began Foster Care Services that currently li-
censes, trains, and supports foster parents in multiple counties.  The Independent 
Living program was created in 2007, and serves young adults who are 18-26 as 
they   transition into adulthood. 

The Madison Youth Ranch opened in 2014 in North Florida, providing specialized 
residential care as well as Equine Assisted Psychotherapy.  This has proven to be a 
very beneficial program for those children who donôt respond as well to more tradi-
tional therapy plans. 

Their Montessori program, originally opening in 1982 as In As Much, moved into 
the newly constructed Development Center in 2018.  The new facility allowed for  
increased enrollment as well as expanding the program through the sixth grade.  
Circle of Friends Services, now known as Residing Hope Outpatient Counseling, 
became part of our organization in 2019, allowing us to provide trauma-focused  
services to children and families in the home, at school, or in an office setting, in  
ten different counties.   

This month, September, is a month of five Sundays.  Donôt forget your change or 
checks that day.  After that, we will not have another 5

th
 Sunday for the rest of this 

year, but your donations for the children will still be welcomed any time!  In addition 
to our change (or checks), we at Wesley dedicate October as our month to open our 
hearts and our pocketbooks to help these precious children of God.  



Baby Riley Golliher was born on August 24, 2025 at 1:05 AM at the Shands Hospital 
at the University of Florida.  He weighed 7 pounds, 2 ounces and was 19.7ò long! 



HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 

September is the peak month for hurricane     
activity in Florida.  I pulled this information from 
the countyôs website to pass along to you.  
Good  information! 

To prepare for hurricanes in our area you must 
create a family emergency plan with a communi-
cation strategy; build an emergency kit with a 
minimum of three days of supplies like water, 
food, and medicine; secure your home by bring-
ing in outdoor objects and covering windows; 
and stay informed by monitoring weather alerts 
from the National Weather Service and local 
sources.  Additionally, fuel vehicles, know your 
evacuation zone (though Gainesville generally does not have oneï people evacuate 
TO this area), prepare for pets, and document important possessions and documents. 

 

BEFORE THE STORM 

Create a Plan: 

Family Emergency Plan:  Develop a plan for how your family will communicate, 
where you will meet if separated, and how you will care for children, pets, and 
individuals with special needs. 

Evacuation Zones:  While Gainesville is not in a hurricane evacuation zone, you 
may need to leave the area for a different location. 

Pet Plan:  Make arrangements for your pets, including gathering food, water, 
medications, carriers, and medical records. 

     Build an Emergency Kit: 

Supplies:  Pack at least three days' worth of non-perishable food, water (one  
gallon per person per day), flashlights with extra batteries, a battery-powered 
or hand-crank radio, a First Aid kit, and medications. 

Documents:  Place copies of insurance policies, identification, medical records, 
and bank account numbers in a waterproof container.  

Cash:  Keep a small amount of cash on hand, as ATMs and banks may be       
unavailable.  

Secure Your Home: 
Outside Items:  Bring in lawn furniture, trash cans, grills, and potted plants that 
could become dangerous projectiles in high winds.  

Windows:  Install shutters or prepare to cover all windows with plywood. 
Electronics:  Unplug and move electronics off the floor, especially if you antici-
pate flooding. 

(Continued on next page) 

Hurricane Ian  

2022 

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=1303f4ac0cfcdd3b&sxsrf=AE3TifO4UlJNxW6Hihmo-b2YHGsQc82PcA%3A1756503199051&q=Create+a+Plan&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj6hpCp_LCPAxViVTABHXVHLDwQxccNegQIDBAC&mstk=AUtExfBnSICSokQq-tutrkouH9DsGyKKES2_yLOlcwN7ZjLz8RY22oa0TGyZpcLHfV
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=1303f4ac0cfcdd3b&sxsrf=AE3TifO4UlJNxW6Hihmo-b2YHGsQc82PcA%3A1756503199051&q=Build+an+Emergency+Kit&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj6hpCp_LCPAxViVTABHXVHLDwQxccNegQIDRAC&mstk=AUtExfBnSICSokQq-tutrkouH9DsGyKKES2_yLOlcwN7ZjLz8RY22oa0T
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=1303f4ac0cfcdd3b&sxsrf=AE3TifO4UlJNxW6Hihmo-b2YHGsQc82PcA%3A1756503199051&q=Secure+Your+Home&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj6hpCp_LCPAxViVTABHXVHLDwQxccNegQIQRAC&mstk=AUtExfBnSICSokQq-tutrkouH9DsGyKKES2_yLOlcwN7ZjLz8RY22oa0TGyZpcL


Prepare Your Vehicle: 
Fuel:  Keep your car's gas tank full, as fuel deliveries can be disrupted during 
and after a storm.  

Emergency Supplies:  Include some emergency items in your vehicle.  

DURING A HURRICANE 

Stay Informed:  Listen to a NOAA weather radio or local radio/TV stations for      
official updates and advisories.  

Follow Guidance:  Monitor official information from Alachua County and the     
University of Florida for local instructions and updates.  

Protect Indoors:  Move beds and electronics away from windows and place loose 
items like papers and books in closets or drawers.  

 

DONõT THROW AWAY THOSE PLASTIC BAGS OR PLASTIC FILM! 
Weôve been enjoying our bench out in the Memorial Garden, but it still looks kind of 
plain.  It needs flowers, or some gnomes, or mushrooms, or SOMETHING around it.   

Now that we have met our goal, we are working to help other churches in the group 
meet theirs.  First UMC has collected over 500 pounds.  Help this interfaith endeavor 
keep going!  Donôt stop bringing in that plastic!  Do you realize that all together we have 
rescued over 4,400 pounds of plastic from the landfill!  I wonderðcan we keep this go-
ing and place more benches? 

Plastic films must be clean, 
dry and free of food and or-
ganic residue.  Please note 
that we still cannot take wa-
ter bottles, cracker trays, 
plastic utensils, or berry-box 
type  plastics.  If it crackles 
when you squeeze it, itôs not 
the Right Stuffé Youôve been 
doing a great job bringing in 
your plastic film waste.  
Thanks! 

The planet thanks you, too! 
 

Sharren hauled 70 pounds of plastic film to the collection point.  Well done, Wesley! 





FUN AND GAMES 
Join the Canasta card club at Wesley United Methodist Church!  Have fun and meet 
great people!  Invite family and friends, the more the merrier! 
When: Thursdays, 11:30 AM (except holidays) 

Where: Wesley United Methodist Church 
  826 Northwest 23rd Avenue 
  Fellowship Hall 
We have wonderful members waiting to teach you Hand and 
Foot Canasta!   
 

Card Club Guidelines 

¶ Bring a sack lunch and beverage if you wish.    

¶ Please arrive on time if possible. 

¶ Please help clean up after the games end. 

¶ Please give us your email address and phone number in case of scheduling   
changes. 

September Anniversaries 

22nd Linda & Frank Nosko 

27th Bonnie & Jim Carlin 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

9/7 Noon Leadership Board 

September Birthdays 

1st Sharren Gibbs 

2nd Richard Crenshaw 

11th Jade Marie Martin 

14th Sonny Robertson 

 Michael Weseman 

21st Stan Salisbury 

23rd Richard Yaxley, Jr. 

24th Chris Robinson  

29th Roy English 

Matthew 11:28 


