I October 2025 \

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16 NRSV)

Dear Wesley Family,

October is one of my favorite times of the year. Although not as dramatically as in
northern states, the leaves turn and begin to fall. More importantly, the air cools, and
porch lights glow a little longer into the night — especially on Halloween, when children
fill the streets with laughter and neighbors reconnect in simple, meaningful ways.

As United Methodists, we believe that grace is always at work — before we even
recognize it, as we grow in it, and as we share it with others. So even in something as
ordinary (and often misunderstood) as Halloween, we have the opportunity to be
channels of grace in our neighborhoods.

Historically, Halloween has deep and varied roots. It's connected to All Hallows’ Eve,
the night before All Saints’ Day. All Saints’ Day is a sacred time in the Christian calendar
when we honor those who have gone before us in faith. In worship, we will light candles
— as we do each year — to remember our beloved friends and family who we have laid
to rest this past year.

Over time, cultural traditions merged with this observance, resulting in the Halloween
we know today. But rather than dismissing the day because of its history or commerciali-
zation, | think we can choose to redeem it. We can choose to bring light, love, and
presence into our communities on a night when many people are, quite literally, opening
their doors.

Some in our church may feel a tension around Halloween. That’s okay. We hold space
for diverse understandings. But | encourage you to consider: what would it look like to
approach this day with a Wesleyan heart... one centered on personal holiness and social
holiness? One that seeks to “do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God”?

Here are four simple ways | believe we can live our faith this season:

1. Be pr eSitemthe porch, pass out candy, and greet your neighbors by name. (Or
maybe try asking their names for the first time!)

2. Practi ce hS3ndle listem Dffet warmth in a world that often feels cold.

(continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 1)

3. Ext end .\Yhethar ®omeone is dressed as a superhero, a princess,
or something spooky, remember they are beloved by God.

4. Cel ebr at e .{Takedimeson AlliSairds’ Day (November 1st) to
remember and give thanks for those who’ve shaped your faith.

At our best, we United Methodists are a people of open hearts, open minds, and
open doors. Let’s live into that this October! May we be a church where grace
shows up, even in costumes and candy bowls. And may our light shine, not only

on Halloween, but every day after.

Blessings,

Pastor Kolby
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Chuck Adams Linda Baldwin Diane Blucher

Marilyn Browning Harley & Pamela Christensen

Helen Goddard John Hodges Betty Holder

Rosie Leggett Loehr Family Beth LoeHvloody

Frank Nosko Joe Reichert & familyChris Robinson

Beth Senn Dale Smith Scott, Judy, Anne &
Carla, Robert, Steve, Molly & Aden

especially Buddy

G Al 5% Pastor appreciation month is in October. It’s on the
Q'Oj;;mj church calendar for the 19th. We will present pastor
= Kolby with our cards, gifts and prayers. You can send
& | your cards to Terri in the office, or give them to Joyce
or Sharren on Sunday mornings.

But don’t wait too long!
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WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPERS
gb 5 Yes, they are BACK! | know you're happy about this—we've

missed getting together over the summer.

We will start back on Wednesday, October 8th with a potato
bake and all the trimmings. Please RSVP to Terri in the office

by Sunday, October 5th so we can plan our shopping list accordingly. We will still
charge $7 for each meal, and $21 for families of 3 persons and above. You just

can’t beat that price!

We start up the serving line at 5:30, but try to get there a little before that to stake
out your table and visit with your church family.

I IE PR IE S I

GARDEN WORKDAYS
1 and 3" WEDNESDAY 9:00 — 10:00

NEXT GARDEN DAYS OCTOBER {st AND 15th

| Pull dead stuff. Questions?

Prune things that Call Jan:
SHCKOLE 321-427-5760
Spruce up.

We have tools, or bring your own.
Hat, gl oves, seat, or kneel il ng pad




COVERED DISH DINNER AND GAME NIGHT

Remember how much fun you had last year dressing up as your favorite old-timey
TV character for our Halloween party? Let's do it again! Not the TV characters
again, though—I think | can think of something else. Maybe...

Sunday, October 26th 4: 30 PM
Bring a side dish or dessert that can feed 12 people
We will provide fried chicken again—(everybody loves fried chicken, right?)
We will celebrate

00eeee HALLOWEIOOOOOE

Dress up in your favorite costume—whatever it is. We will have games, too. | am
making a Halloween Bingo game, and there’s always cornhole. If you have ideas

for others, please let me know!

YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

Here are the upcoming dates and places through the next few months. As always,
we meet at 11:30 AM for this fun and purely social event. Also, as always, you need
to RSVP to Donna the Tuesday before the meeting on Friday so | know how many
tables and chairs to reserve. By the way, the 14th IS a Tuesday... Join us!

RSVP BY:

October 14th Cedar River Seafood Restaurant October 12th

Covered Dish dinner
November 21 Weseman home (new one!)

November 16th

Covered Dish Dinner

December 19 Weseman home December 14




WESLEYWEAL TRAI N

Pastor Kolby returns to the pulpit on Sunday, October 12th, after his “child-
bonding leave” (as my new Al bot tells me it is called now) since Little Riley
arrived back in August. We've missed him and Hannah, and we thank all those
people who stepped into the pulpit to provide us with a lovely Sunday service
each week.

Thanks to Nancy Case, Robert Peasy, and Norah Pancoast for sermons,
Sharren for arranging the Hymn Sing, and those
who stepped up to make the announcements,
lead the prayers, and keep some semblance of
order: Chuck Adams, Roy English, Sharren
Gibbs, and Darryl Davis-Schulz.

Thank you to the folks who helped the Food Train
make a stop at the parsonage with a full dinner
for the Gollihers: Susie & Danny Aguila, Jim &
Mary Harris, Joyce Welsh, Jan Sims, Sharren
Gibbs, Nancy Slaydon, Nancy & Ron Case,
Elaine Brevoort & Linda Smith, Paula Mathis,
Joan Siegel, and Donna Weseman.
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Do you need some more Thanksgiving and/or Christmas decorations? We have a
deal for you! Donna has a good bit left after her estate sale last week and wants to be
sure you get a chance at it. On Sunday, October 5th, the conference room will be
open for you to browse and shop. All monies will go to our Missions Fund.

Come on by!
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DONOT THROW AWAY THOSE PLASTI C BAG

We’ve been enjoying our bench out in the Memorial Garden, but it still looks kind of
plain. It needs flowers, or some gnomes, or mushrooms, or SOMETHING around it.

Now that we have met our goal, we are working to help other churches in the group
meet theirs. First UMC is approaching their goal and other churches are set to go.
Help this interfaith endeavor keep going! Don’t stop bringing in that plastic! Do you
realize that all together we have rescued over 4,600 pounds of plastic from the landfill!
Can we keep this going? Yes, WE CAN!

Plastic films must be clean, dry and
free of food and organic residue.
Please note thatwe stilc ann ot
take water bottles, cracker trays,
plastic utensils, or berry-box type
plastics. If it crackles when you
squeeze it, it’s not the Right Stuff...
You’ve been doing a great job
bringing in your plastic film waste.
Thanks!

The planet thanks you, too!

Sharren hauled another 47 pounds of plastic film to the collection point.
Thanks, Wesley!




OctoberisPast or Appr e c iRastarsoften ddroyrsignificant spiritual,
emotional and relational burdens. Behind every sermon, visit, and meeting is a pastor
carrying the silent weight of many. While they give so much to others, they often carry
their own burdens in silence. They are expected to be available around the clock, offer
wise counsel, preach with passion, and lead with vision. While they long to serve
faithfully, many also wrestle with loneliness, discouragement, stress, fatigue, and a high
risk of burnout.

Here are a few ways churches can care well for their pastors:
1. Encourage healthy boundari es.

Encourage your pastor to model rhythms of rest—protecting family time, taking a full day
off each week, using vacation without guilt, and, when possible, enjoying sabbaticals.
Rested leaders model something vital for the whole church.

2 . Support through prayer and partnershi

Pray regularly for your pastor. Pray for your pastor’s spiritual vitality, emotional strength,
and family life. Then go a step further: ask, “How can | lighten your load this month?”
Shared ministry—whether by leading a group, visiting someone in need, or covering a
small task—blesses everyone.

3. Practice regul ar encouragement .

Simple expressions of appreciation can be life-giving—whether it's a kind word, a
handwritten note, or a quick text to say you're praying. A simple note like, “Thank you
for walking with us through hard times—you’re not alone either,” can mean more than
you know. Pastors often hear far more criticism than encouragement, so consistent
affirmation helps build resilience and joy in their calling. Sometimes a single word of
encouragement is the spark that keeps a pastor going.

4 . Care f aw ftahmei Ipyast or

Ministry is often a family calling—and a family sacrifice. Pastors’ spouses and children
sometimes feel pressure to perform or live in a glass house. Show them love by re-
specting their boundaries, celebrating their individuality, and offering practical care. Look
for ways to bless them—through encouragement, respecting their privacy, or offering
practical support such as childcare, meals, or opportunities for rest.

5. Honor the role of the pastor.

One of the ways we honor the Lord is by caring for those He has entrusted to lead us.
As 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 urges: “Respect those who work hard among you... Hold
them in the highest regard in love because of their work.”

When pastors are spiritually, emotionally, and physically healthy, they are far better
equipped to lead, teach, and shepherd the church. Investing in your pastor’s well-
being is not only a gift to them—it is a direct investment in the flourishing of the entire
congregation.

When we care for our pastors, we help sustain the very ones who care for us. A thriving
shepherd nurtures a thriving flock—and a healthy flock brings joy to its shepherd.

Harold Best is the Kentucky Baptist Convention Financial Support and Pastoral Wellness
Consultant.




Dear Church Family at Wesley UMC,

Thanks so much for letting us use your WMM
facilities last Sunday for our Solar Celebration. LR 1
The event went off quite well. We had some \ AND CREATION
city and county dignitaries attend. All our DN
performers did great and everyone had a good
time.

The groups sponsoring the event were the
Climate Reality Project, the CLEO Institute,
and the Sierra Club. Though these are not
Christian organizations, God can still use them to get His work done.

We were especially grateful to you for letting Daryl help us behind the scenes. His
contribution was invaluable. He went above and beyond what was expected of him.
You are truly lucky to have him as a member of the church staff.

God is Green!

_ _ Bob Norberg and Bob Tancig
Yours in Christ, holding up the Proclamation
Sara Nussel from the City of Gainesville

FLUMC Creation Care Task Force Member

Mandy Fugate, our MC, introducing the
ensemble from 7,000 Voices

Caring & Sharing School Choir led by Angela Terrell




Thank you to the people who covered the pulpit over the last couple of months—we
really enjoyed them!

Norah Pancoast spoke about her mission work
in Kenya with

She was only

13 when she
went the first B8
time. This mis- EEE=2 =g

sion is about S
caring forthe =
“least of these”
and was truly
moving.

Rev. Bob Peasy was with us for the first two
Sundays. We enjoyed his sermons very much.
His hip was bothering him so he sat on a stool
out front. It looks as though the Spirit was with
him that morning!

Church directories are still available from Terri in the | Wesley United Methodist Church
office, or from various people before and after the 2005 Diectory
Sunday services. .

While there is no charge for these, we are asking for
a $10 donation to offset the cost of printing and for
those folks who cannot afford one.

Kerry and Terri Faunce did a wonderful job on these,
and they will be an excellent reference to you at
home. Don'’t miss out!

, Thank you for your prayers, sympathy cards, emails and

W‘ [‘th:‘ Facebook posts. The Loehr family is grateful for every one

Apfw o of them. We are very touched by the memorial gifts given in
her name, as well.

A graveside memorial service will be held on October 18,
2025, at 1:00 pm at Daytona Memorial Park, 1425 Bellevue Ave, Daytona Beach,
FL 32144.
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8"  Susie Aguila 13" Ashley & William
13" Misty Jacquin Martin Weseman
Jim Harris

10/28 6:00PM Leadership Board

h .
COMMI TTEE ME g|114" Kathy English
10/5 Noon  Ad hoc Leadership| 217 Richard Yaxley, Il

Board Beth Senn
239 Sharon Easter

28" Linda Baldwin
29" Kelly Crenshaw

Greetings from Pastors
Sarah and Shane
Mclintosh. This is their
youngest girl, Ellie. Pastor
Sarah says she thinks of us
often and remembers her

3= Celebratel

October Birthdays October Anniversaries

FUN AND GAMES

Join the Canasta card club at Wesley United Methodist Church! Have fun and meet
great people! Invite family and friends, the more the merrier!
When: Thursdays at Noon (except holidays)

Where: Wesley United Methodist Church
: 826 Northwest 23rd Avenue

Fellowship Hall

We have wonderful members waiting to teach you Hand and
Foot Canasta!

Card Club Guidelines
Bring a sack lunch and beverage if you wish.
Please arrive on time if possible.
Please help clean up after the games end.

Please give us your email address and phone number in case of scheduling
changes.
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