
Dear Wesley, 

 

    July is a month all about freedomé and not just the 
fireworks and flag-waving kind. Galatians 5:1 reminds 
us, "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free." 

    Jesus didnôt just save us so we could follow a bunch of rules or 
live weighed down by guilt. He set us free ï free to love, to serve, to 
walk in grace, and to live with joy. Paul warns us not to slip back into 
old ways of thinking like trying to earn Godôs favor or letting fear run 
our lives. 

    This month, as we celebrate our countryôs freedom, letôs also    
celebrate the even greater freedom we have in Christ. Stand firm in 
it. Live like someone who's been set free ï because you are. 

 

Grateful to walk in freedom with you, 

  Pastor Kolby 

July 2025 



 
Wesley United  

Methodist Church 
Mission Statement: 

! 
 

 
 

Pastor Kolby Golliher 
 

826 NW 23rd Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 
32609 

Office: 352-372-2845 
 

We are on Facebook!!! 
 

Pastorôs E-mail: 
Kolby@gainesvillewesley.org 

 
Secretaryôs E-mail: 
Terri Manche 

secretary@wumc.cfcoxmail.com 
 
 

Witness Articles E-mail: 
Sharren Gibbs 

sharrenleegibbs2020@gmail.com 
Deadline for articles: 15th of each 

month 
 

Website: 
www.WesleyUMCon23.org 

www.facebook.com/WUMCGVL 
 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Worship @ 10:45AM 
(Sanctuary) 

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY-TIME Join 
us for an insightful time as we will study 
Magrey DeVega's Questions Jesus Asked 
during July and  August.  This is the book 
we're using as the basis for our Journey 

with Jesus worship series.  



Linda Baldwin Diane Blucher Harley & Pamela  

Marilyn Browning Helen Goddard    Christiansen 

John Hodges Paul Humphlett & family Betty Holder 

Rosie Leggett Barb Loehr Beth Loehr-Moody 

Frank Nosko Joe Reichert and family Chris Robinson 

Beth Senn Dale Smith Scott, Judy, Anne & Aden 

Carla, Robert, Steve, Molly & especially Buddy 

 

 

 

We all know they build houses, but thatôs not all!  They also build    
people!  To qualify for home ownership a person must be interviewed by a 
volunteer Family Selection Committee who looks at issues like a familyôs 
financial situation and stability.  Prospects must demonstrate a need for 
safe, affordable housing, have a steady job, and have bills which are less 
than 40% of their income. 

People who qualify for the program then must put in at least 400 hours 
of sweat equity (200 hours building homes for others and 200 hours  
building their own homes), must attend classes on home ownership, and 
must pay an affordable mortgage for 30 to 40 years.  Habitat is not a free 
ñgive awayò program by a long shot! 

Habitat was established in 1976 by Millard and Linda Fuller.  He was 

an attorney who gave up his fortune so others could have decent housing, 

and the initiative has since spread around the world.  The Gainesville 

Chapter started in 1989 and has built more than 100 homes, with more to 

be finished very soon!  Habitat has a Thrift Shop at 2301 Northwest 6th-

Street and welcomes volunteers in many capacities, not the least of which 

is financial!  The phone number is 352-378-4663 and their website is 

www.alachuahabitat.org. 
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COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR 

Join Pastor Kolby this month at Resident Coffee 
at 4401 NW 25th Pl. STE J (the former location 
of 43rd Street Deli) for some spirited conversa-

tion, good coffee and good company.   
See you there! 

Our Nightingales 

Circle and a 

guest met at the 

North Florida 

Sewing Center 

(right here on 

church grounds!) 

on Saturday, May 

17 to help sew 

items to fight    

period poverty!  Pictured left to right are Sherry Adams, Dorothy McCallister, 

Joyce Welsh, and Mary Harris. 



 

DONõT THROW AWAY THOSE PLASTIC BAGS OR PLASTIC FILM! 
Weôve been enjoying our bench out in the Memorial Garden, but it still looks kind of 
plain.  It needs flowers, or some gnomes, or mushrooms, or SOMETHING around it.  
And Iôm betting the Garden Committee is thinking the same thing.  Wonder what they 
will come up with? 

Now that we have met our goal, we are working to help other churches in the group 
meet theirs.  Temple Shir Shalom met their goal and their bench is on the way.  Help 
this interfaith endeavor keep going as we help the next church on the list get their 
bench! So donôt stop bringing in that plastic! 

Plastic films must be clean, 
dry and free of food and or-
ganic residue.  Please note 
that we still cannot take    
water bottles, cracker trays, 
plastic utensils, or berry-box 
type plastics.  If it crackles 
when you squeeze it, itôs not 
the Right Stuffé Youôve been 
doing a great job bringing in 
your plastic film waste.  
Thanks! 

 The planet thanks you, 
too! 

 
Sharren hauled 41.5 pounds of plastic film to the collection point.  Well done, Wesley! 

NEWS FROM THE CREATION CARE TEAM AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

We are encouraging 
UM congregations to 
create flood buckets in 
order to be ready for 
the hurricane season. 

UMCOR passes these 
out to hurricane      
victims who are clean-
ing up. Last year the 
conference ran out! 
Storms are stronger 
because of climate 
change. Thatôs why 
thereôs a big push to 
have congregations 
make flood buckets.                                 Far left:  Sara Nussel 



We have tools, or bring your own.  Water provided. 

Hat, gloves, seat, or kneeling pad recommended. 

The YAHs at their last fellowship luncheon of the 2024-2025 activity year.  We celebrat-
ed at a favoriteðNorthwest Seafoodðand had a good turnout.  Bon appetite! 

Left-right around the table:  Roy, Kathy, Paula, Sharren, Barbara, Pastor Kolby, Donna, 
Sonny, Joan, Mary, Jim, and Stan.   



Get your Flat Jesus, color him in, cut him out and paste to the provided handle 
(having the stick in a position to support as much as possible) and then é  Go 
somewhere!  Do something!  And be sure to take Jesus with you wherever you 
are!  Why, you might even get the chance to share him with someone! 

Here are a few of the photos submitted so far.  Wonôt you send us yours, too? 


