
 

  

Industry Pioneers 

The free-paper industry has a rich history.  And, many people from the Midwest played an im-

portant role in its development and growth.  The caring, sharing and support members offer each 

other make this an industry like no other.  In this section we will share features from people past 

and present who helped create the unusual dynamic we enjoy today.  

  

If you know of a person or company that should be featured, please contact Lee at direc-

tor@mfcp.org 

 

This month we are featuring John and Michelle Adams from The 

Lakes News Shopper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exactly 50 years ago today, on December 12, 1973 the first-ever Lakes News Shopper was dis-

tributed to 7,000 homes and businesses in Dickinson County. My parents, John, SR and Mary 

had taken a huge risk with three young children all under the age of five, and steady jobs as 

teachers at Milford High School and Spirit Lake Elementary School to start this new brand of 

“Shopper” that also featured local news and current events. With a loan from my Grandma Ad-

ams, my mom and dad went all-in and gave up their teaching jobs to start The Lakes News Shop-

per, and what a journey this has taken the Adams Family and our wonderful community on! 
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My first job ever was delivering The Lakes News Shoppers with my dad driving as a 4th 

grader at Milford Elementary.  It didn’t seem much like a job though, as we got paid to de-

liver papers with a group of friends, and even got an additional $.50 to spend at Super Amer-

ica in Spirit Lake after the route.  We also got to travel every summer with all the carriers and 

drivers to Valley Fair and a Twins game, which was always a highlight of the summer, and 

helped make up for the cold days of delivering the paper.  When I “retired” from delivering 

The Lakes News, I figured that would be the last time I worked there.  However, back in 2006 

as I started to think about getting out of college coaching to spend more time with Michelle, 

Shaelyn, and Tyler, as well as getting closer to home, I visited with my mom and dad about 

the possibility of buying The Shopper from them.  We made that big leap in the spring of 

2006, and purchased The Lakes News Shopper from my parents in June of 2007.    

There are so many people to thank for the 50 years of success that this publication has en-

joyed. 

First and foremost, we must thank my parents, John SR and Mary for taking the leap of faith 

that they did back in 1973 to start something new in this area, as well as for having faith in us 

that we could continue the strong tradition that they started.  The countless hours of hard work 

and sacrifice that they put into The LNS is what this paper and our current staff is built upon. 

The biggest thing that I appreciate about the job that they did was it never interfered with our 

family life, as dad coached many of my sports teams growing up, mom hauled us around to 

all of our activities, and they were at all of my games as well as my sisters’ Heather and Julie.  

The family-first attitude that mom and dad held true was carried over at work, as they treated 

their employees like family and always made sure that their employees put their families 

ahead of their jobs.  This is one main reason that we have had such little turnover at The 

Shopper, with many of our loyal employees working for 20-40 years at The LNS. 

We must also thank all of the fantastic employees who have worked here, and who are cur-

rently working here.  This group of people work(ed) hard every week to put out a product that 

we are all so very proud of.  Every employee takes great pride in publishing The Lakes News 

Shopper and making it the most read paper in the surrounding area.  We truly have the best 

employees that anyone could wish for and could not do what we do every week without them! 

A huge thank you goes to all of our loyal advertisers, as without them we would not be able to 

offer the free paper to our readers and would not be in existence.  We have a great relation-

ship with many of these merchants and greatly appreciate the fact that they trust us with help-

ing grow their businesses. 

Last, but certainly not least, we thank our loyal readers.  You are the people who get out and 

support our local businesses who advertise with us.  You are the ones who are waiting for The 

Shopper every Tuesday, and who make it so enjoyable for us to publish it.  We love hearing 

the stories of how much you enjoy the ads and news stories in the paper and you help push us 

to publish the best product that we can.   

Here’s to another 50 years for The Lakes News Shopper.  

It is truly a privilege to publish The Lakes News Shopper every Tuesday and we do not take 

one day for granted. We realize how blessed we are to be a part of this paper and this area, 

and can guarantee that we will work hard every day to continue the tradition of connecting the 

community that started 50 years ago!  

 
 



 

  

 


