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Independence Day

Every July 4th, we gather with family
and friends to celebrate our nation’s
independence. While the Continental
Congress declared independence
from England on July 2nd, the final,
formal declaration document was not
approved until July 4th and was not
signed until August 2nd, thirty days
following the formal declaration.
Interesting, eh? While Benjamin
Franklin was the oldest signer at age
70, who was the youngest signer and

What was his age? Source: National Archives
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July Meceting Program

WILGON COUNTY TEXAS RANGERS

July 16, 2024
6:00 PM
Wilson County Courthouse

&

2nd Floor Courtroom

Join us for an evening of socializing and learning
as we hear about an interesting aspect of Wilson
County’s history. Wilson County’s Director of
Libraries and Historical Commission member
Nicki Stohr will share some interesting stories
about some of the Texas Rangers who hailed from
Wilson County.
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Floresville Oprv Line-Up

Flonesvitle HEADLINER
Oty SCHEDULE

Call EARLY for April 4 — Billy Mata SOLD QU
reservations! May 2 - Randy Carson

June 6 - Jody Jenkins

Reserved Tables (Seat 8) - $100
General Admission - $15 July 4 - Freddy Cruz
Catered Dinner Aug. 1 - Jake Blocker

Desserts by WCHS Sept. 5 — Sean 0'Brien ;

6-9:15 pm * Doors Open @ 5 pm _
WILSON COUNTY EXPO AND Oct. 3 Derek Spence

COMMUNITY CENTER Nov.7 - Wyatt Aleman
435 Hwy 97 E, Floresville Dec. 5 — Mike Hughes

Floresville Opry House Band
Contact: Viola (830) 391-1062

Wilson County News, a proud sponsor of the Floresville Opry

\EED Yo, YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOUR HELP!
@ﬁ
K///;*\\ PLEASE CONTACT VIOLA TO LEARN HOW
m YOU CAN HELP OUR SOCIETY'’S BIGGEST,
w MOST SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER.

S
WENED O
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County Historical Commission Announced New
Legacy Awards Program

The Wilson County Historical Commission announced the creation of the
Legacy Business Award and Legacy Land Award programs, recognizing
businesses and families who have significantly shaped the county's
history. This program, approved by the Wilson County Commissioners
Court, honors the enduring contributions that have made Wilson County
the vibrant community it is today.

The program features two categories:

Legacy Business Award: This award recognizes businesses that have
continuously operated in Wilson County for a minimum of 25 years, with
milestones at 50, 75, and 100 years or more.

Legacy Land Award: This award honors families who have stewarded the
same piece of land in Wilson County for at least 75 or 100 years, passed
down through generations.

Anyone can nominate a deserving business or family for this prestigious

recognition. Here's what you need to know for nominations:

e Legacy Business Award: 1) Family- or corporate-owned business
registered in Wilson County; 2) Continuous operation in Wilson
County for 25+ years (with increments of recognition); 3) Current
ownership doesn't require being original founders, but the business
identity must remain consistent; and 4) Completed nomination form
with owner's consent and proof of continuous operation for the
nominated years

* Legacy Land Award: 1) Land located within Wilson County (any size); 2)

Owned by the same family for a minimum of 75 or 100 years; and 3)

Completed nomination form with owner's consent and proof of

continuous land ownership for the nominated years.

Honorees will receive a certificate from the Wilson County
Commissioners Court, acknowledging their lasting impact on the
community.

To inquire about the program or receive a nomination form, email
"Legacy Awards Program" to chc@wilsoncountytx.gov or call the Wilson
County Archives at (830) 393-7354.

The Wilson County Historical Commission is honored to celebrate the
legacy of our community's businesses and families. We look forward to
receiving nominations!

WCHS THE JOURNAL
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Camp Ranch was one of the large ranches in Wilson
County during the cattle trail driving times after the
Civil War. Ranching at that time dominated the Wilson
County economy. In addition to cattle ranching in
general, these ranches also served as a gathering point
of small herds to create larger herds of approximately
2500 head to trail up north.Through this period from the
Civil War until the arrival of the railroad in Floresville in
1886 and barbed wire fencing, the Camp Ranch was very
active in creating large cattle herds for trailing to
northern markets.

Mr. John F. Camp started developing his ranch in 1874
when he purchased 4428 acres or one league of land from
a Joseph Dwyer. Later in 1875, he purchased another
additional 1181 acres from Mr. Dwyer.

Most of these large ranches in Wilson County were
located to the south and west of the San Antonio River.
The Camp Ranch, which was west of the river, had its
northern boundary beginning at the Ferry Crossing in
Floresville. The eastern boundary followed the San
Antonio River southward until it reached the Dewees
brothers’ ranch. Also included in this ranch area was the
site of the old Rancho de las Cabras.

By 1904 the Camp Ranch having increased in size to 7839
acres through the years was sold to S.V. Houston, H.S.
Tom, and William Green. The new owners being land
developers, started dividing the ranch into smaller
acreage tracts which they sold to individuals for farming

or smaller ranching operations.
WCHS THE JOURNAL
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With the arrival of the new landowners, many of Czech
or German heritage from DeWitt, Lavaca, Columbus,
Guadalupe, and Gonzales counties, the small community
of Camp Ranch developed. To encourage community
development, the local landowners participated in
building a dance hall and the Evergreen Shooting Club,
developing a local school, creating a baseball field, and a
cemetery. Some of the family names included in the new
arrivals were Pundt, Albert, Boening, Frank, Ziegler,
Coldewey, Apts, Tkac, Rehfeld, Harrell, Svoboda, Burkett,
and Kenner. All this activity was along the present day
Farm to Market Road 1344 from State Highway 97 south
to County Road 134. At the intersection of County Road
132 and FM 1344 is the Evergreen Cemetery.

Across the road was the former baseball field. North of
the cemetery on FM 1344 was the location of the school
house. The first school was called the Green school
probably named after one of the developers. Later this
school was replaced with a larger structure and
renamed Camp Ranch. Further down the road towards
the Dewees Ranch was the dance hall and the shooting
club. In later years a government cattle dipping vat was
also constructed near here. Today the only site still
existing is the Evergreen Cemetery.

Reprinted from the August 2004 “Historical Moments” of the same title by the late Gene
Maeckel
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Historical Marker Scavenger Hunt

One way to
explore Wilson
Countyisto
participate in the
library’s Marker
Scavenger Hunt.

Visit any of the
Wilson County
libraries and ask
for the Marker
Scavenger Hunt
game sheets L-
then get ready to
learn all about
our remarkable
history and the
people that
made it.
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Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our

Facebook page

i
Wilson County Historical Society
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facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

Our Website Story Highlight:
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https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45201/Bubba_Walker20210325-5335-1lz6nr0.pdf

