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THE JOURNAL
The unofficial newsletter of Wilson County Historical Society

Every July 4th, we gather with family
and friends to celebrate our nation’s
independence. While the Continental
Congress declared independence
from England on July 2nd,  the final,
formal declaration document was not
approved until July 4th and was not
signed until August 2nd, thirty days
following the formal declaration.
Interesting, eh? While Benjamin
Franklin was the oldest signer at age
70, who was the youngest signer and
what was his age?

Independence Day

J U L Y  P R O G R A M

WEBSITE STORY 

HISTORICAL
COMMISSION CREATES
AWARD PROGAM

SCAVENGER HUNT

Source: National Archives
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July Meeting Program
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 Floresville Opry Line-Up

Your Society Needs Your Help!
Please contact viola to learn how
you can help our society’s biggest,

most successful fundraiser.
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C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  A n n o u n c e d  N e w
L e g a c y  A w a r d s  P r o g r a m

 T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e
L e g a c y  B u s i n e s s  A w a r d  a n d  L e g a c y  L a n d  A w a r d  p r o g r a m s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  w h o  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h a p e d  t h e  c o u n t y ' s
h i s t o r y .  T h i s  p r o g r a m ,  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s
C o u r t ,  h o n o r s  t h e  e n d u r i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  m a d e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y
t h e  v i b r a n t  c o m m u n i t y  i t  i s  t o d a y .
T h e  p r o g r a m  f e a t u r e s  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s :

L e g a c y  B u s i n e s s  A w a r d :  T h i s  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  h a v e
c o n t i n u o u s l y  o p e r a t e d  i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2 5  y e a r s ,  w i t h
m i l e s t o n e s  a t  5 0 ,  7 5 ,  a n d  1 0 0  y e a r s  o r  m o r e .
L e g a c y  L a n d  A w a r d :  T h i s  a w a r d  h o n o r s  f a m i l i e s  w h o  h a v e  s t e w a r d e d  t h e
s a m e  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  f o r  a t  l e a s t  7 5  o r  1 0 0  y e a r s ,  p a s s e d
d o w n  t h r o u g h  g e n e r a t i o n s .

A n y o n e  c a n  n o m i n a t e  a  d e s e r v i n g  b u s i n e s s  o r  f a m i l y  f o r  t h i s  p r e s t i g i o u s
r e c o g n i t i o n .  H e r e ' s  w h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  k n o w  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n s :

L e g a c y  B u s i n e s s  A w a r d :  1 )  F a m i l y -  o r  c o r p o r a t e - o w n e d  b u s i n e s s
r e g i s t e r e d  i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y ;  2 )  C o n t i n u o u s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  W i l s o n
C o u n t y  f o r  2 5 +  y e a r s  ( w i t h  i n c r e m e n t s  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n ) ;  3 )  C u r r e n t
o w n e r s h i p  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  b e i n g  o r i g i n a l  f o u n d e r s ,  b u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s
i d e n t i t y  m u s t  r e m a i n  c o n s i s t e n t ;  a n d  4 )  C o m p l e t e d  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m
w i t h  o w n e r ' s  c o n s e n t  a n d  p r o o f  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e
n o m i n a t e d  y e a r s

•   L e g a c y  L a n d  A w a r d :  1 )  L a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  ( a n y  s i z e ) ;  2 )
O w n e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l y  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  o f  7 5  o r  1 0 0  y e a r s ;  a n d  3 )
C o m p l e t e d  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m  w i t h  o w n e r ' s  c o n s e n t  a n d  p r o o f  o f
c o n t i n u o u s  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  n o m i n a t e d  y e a r s .  

H o n o r e e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  C o u r t ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e i r  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .

T o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  o r  r e c e i v e  a  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m ,  e m a i l
" L e g a c y  A w a r d s  P r o g r a m "  t o  c h c @ w i l s o n c o u n t y t x . g o v  o r  c a l l  t h e  W i l s o n
C o u n t y  A r c h i v e s  a t  ( 8 3 0 )  3 9 3 - 7 3 5 4 .

T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  h o n o r e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e
l e g a c y  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
r e c e i v i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s !
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C a m p  R a n c h  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  r a n c h e s  i n  W i l s o n
C o u n t y  d u r i n g  t h e  c a t t l e  t r a i l  d r i v i n g  t i m e s  a f t e r  t h e
C i v i l  W a r .  R a n c h i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  W i l s o n
C o u n t y  e c o n o m y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c a t t l e  r a n c h i n g  i n
g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  r a n c h e s  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  g a t h e r i n g  p o i n t
o f  s m a l l  h e r d s  t o  c r e a t e  l a r g e r  h e r d s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
2 5 0 0  h e a d  t o  t r a i l  u p  n o r t h . T h r o u g h  t h i s  p e r i o d  f r o m  t h e
C i v i l  W a r  u n t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e  i n
1 8 8 6  a n d  b a r b e d  w i r e  f e n c i n g ,  t h e  C a m p  R a n c h  w a s  v e r y
a c t i v e  i n  c r e a t i n g  l a r g e  c a t t l e  h e r d s  f o r  t r a i l i n g  t o
n o r t h e r n  m a r k e t s .

M r .  J o h n  F .  C a m p  s t a r t e d  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  r a n c h  i n  1 8 7 4
w h e n  h e  p u r c h a s e d  4 4 2 8  a c r e s  o r  o n e  l e a g u e  o f  l a n d  f r o m
a  J o s e p h  D w y e r .  L a t e r  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  h e  p u r c h a s e d  a n o t h e r
a d d i t i o n a l  1 1 8 1  a c r e s  f r o m  M r .  D w y e r .

M o s t  o f  t h e s e  l a r g e  r a n c h e s  i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  w e r e
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  R i v e r .
T h e  C a m p  R a n c h ,  w h i c h  w a s  w e s t  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  h a d  i t s
n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  b e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  F e r r y  C r o s s i n g  i n
F l o r e s v i l l e .  T h e  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  S a n
A n t o n i o  R i v e r  s o u t h w a r d  u n t i l  i t  r e a c h e d  t h e  D e w e e s
b r o t h e r s ’  r a n c h .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r a n c h  a r e a  w a s  t h e
s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  R a n c h o  d e  l a s  C a b r a s .

B y  1 9 0 4  t h e  C a m p  R a n c h  h a v i n g  i n c r e a s e d  i n  s i z e  t o  7 8 3 9
a c r e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  w a s  s o l d  t o  S . V .  H o u s t o n ,  H . S .
T o m ,  a n d  W i l l i a m  G r e e n .  T h e  n e w  o w n e r s  b e i n g  l a n d
d e v e l o p e r s ,  s t a r t e d  d i v i d i n g  t h e  r a n c h  i n t o  s m a l l e r
a c r e a g e  t r a c t s  w h i c h  t h e y  s o l d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  f a r m i n g
o r  s m a l l e r  r a n c h i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .

Camp Ranch Community
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Museum Plans New Exhibit

A c r o s s  t h e  r o a d  w a s  t h e  f o r m e r  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d .  N o r t h  o f
t h e  c e m e t e r y  o n  F M  1 3 4 4  w a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
h o u s e .  T h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  G r e e n  s c h o o l
p r o b a b l y  n a m e d  a f t e r  o n e  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s .  L a t e r  t h i s
s c h o o l  w a s  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  a n d
r e n a m e d  C a m p  R a n c h .  F u r t h e r  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  t o w a r d s
t h e  D e w e e s  R a n c h  w a s  t h e  d a n c e  h a l l  a n d  t h e  s h o o t i n g
c l u b .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  a  g o v e r n m e n t  c a t t l e  d i p p i n g  v a t  w a s
a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  h e r e .  T o d a y  t h e  o n l y  s i t e  s t i l l
e x i s t i n g  i s  t h e  E v e r g r e e n  C e m e t e r y .

W i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  n e w  l a n d o w n e r s ,  m a n y  o f  C z e c h
o r  G e r m a n  h e r i t a g e  f r o m  D e W i t t ,  L a v a c a ,  C o l u m b u s ,
G u a d a l u p e ,  a n d  G o n z a l e s  c o u n t i e s ,  t h e  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y
o f  C a m p  R a n c h  d e v e l o p e d .  T o  e n c o u r a g e  c o m m u n i t y
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  l o c a l  l a n d o w n e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
b u i l d i n g  a  d a n c e  h a l l  a n d  t h e  E v e r g r e e n  S h o o t i n g  C l u b ,
d e v e l o p i n g  a  l o c a l  s c h o o l ,  c r e a t i n g  a  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d ,  a n d  a
c e m e t e r y .  S o m e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  n a m e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  n e w
a r r i v a l s  w e r e  P u n d t ,  A l b e r t ,  B o e n i n g ,  F r a n k ,  Z i e g l e r ,
C o l d e w e y ,  A p t s ,  T k a c ,  R e h f e l d ,  H a r r e l l ,  S v o b o d a ,  B u r k e t t ,
a n d  K e n n e r .  A l l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  a l o n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y
F a r m  t o  M a r k e t  R o a d  1 3 4 4  f r o m  S t a t e  H i g h w a y  9 7  s o u t h
t o  C o u n t y  R o a d  1 3 4 .  A t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  C o u n t y  R o a d
1 3 2  a n d  F M  1 3 4 4  i s  t h e  E v e r g r e e n  C e m e t e r y .

Reprinted from the August 2004 “Historical Moments” of the same title by the late Gene
Maeckel 
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Historical Marker Scavenger Hunt

One way to
explore Wilson

County is to
participate in the

library’s Marker
Scavenger Hunt.

Visit any of the
Wilson County

libraries and ask
for the Marker

Scavenger Hunt
game sheets

then get ready to
learn all about

our remarkable
history and the

people that
made it.



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org
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Our Website Story Highlight:

Richard “Bubba” Walker

https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45201/Bubba_Walker20210325-5335-1lz6nr0.pdf

