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THE JOURNAL
The unofficial newsletter of Wilson County Historical Society

Our annual membership drive will be
held on Tuesday, May 21st,6:00PM, at
the historic Dewees-Remschel House.
Society members are asked to bring a
dish and a new member. If you have not
already signed up to bring a dish, please
contact Sarah Gella.

For those not familiar with the location
of the historic home, here’s a link to
help you navigate:

https://maps.app.goo.gl/2tZpC87W3nax
gSks7

See you there!
 

Membership Drive

R A N G E R  H O N O R E D

COUNTY CLERK QUERY

AI AND FAMILY
HISTORY RESEARCH

PAVE THE MUSEUM 

SCAVENGER HUNT

https://maps.app.goo.gl/2tZpC87W3naxgSks7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2tZpC87W3naxgSks7
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special ranger honored

Owen Edward Gentry was born July 30, 1893, in Cuero, DeWitt County,
Texas, to John Baker Gentry and Josie Henrus. Owen stood 5ft. 7in.
tall, had light brown eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. He was a
game warden on the King Ranch in Kingsville, Kleberg County, Texas.
Owen enlisted in the Texas Rangers as a SPECIAL RANGER on July 2,
1917 thru December 1917, attached to Co. C. His commission was
cancelled because he ceased working for the King Ranch. Gentry said
he had been a SPECIAL RANGER under Captain Sanders from Oct 1916
thru December 1917. He was a ranchman in Hebbronville, Jim Hogg
County. He was again a SPECIAL RANGER on August 12, 1932 thru
January 18, 1933. In 1920, Owen was an oil company foreman in
Ranger, Eastland County, Texas and in 1930, he was a cattle raiser in
Jim Hogg County. Owen Edward Gentry died November 1, 1969, in
Atascosa County. He was buried in Fairview Cemetery, Wilson County,
Texas.

Photo and bio courtesy of Margie Hayden

Margie Hayden and a fellow resident of Fairview honored Mr. Owen
Gentry this past week with a Texas Ranger Memorial Cross. 
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 Floresville Opry Line-Up

Do not take your chances by waiting to purchase your tickets at
the door. Viola and her team have SOLD OUT the previous months
and this will likely continue. Reserve your seats now!
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A.I. & Family History Research

Artificial intelligence has been a topic of discussion lately and many
are leery of how it is being leveraged. While any technology can be
used nefariously, many of today’s modern technologies offer a variety
of advantages. Here is one example of how genealogy tools, like
Ancestry.com, are employing artificial intelligence technology.

One helpful resource in family history research is the census. Here is a
snapshot of an extract of the 1900 Census pertaining to former Wilson
County Clerk, John McDaniel.  (Zoom in to see the details)

by Anthony Delgado

When enlarged, you can see row-by-row of information pertaining to
John and his family members. Besides the name and age of each
enumerated person, the 1900 census also captured one’s
occupation, literacy, home ownership, employment, and place of
birth for the enumerated and their parents. All of this information is
indexed for each person.

Ancesty.com’s artificial intelligence takes the indexed information,
analyzes it and offers the data in paragraph form. On the next page is  
how Ancestry.com presents John McDaniels’ static census
information. 



W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

M A Y  2 0 2 4  P A G E  5

B a s e d  o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  1 9 0 0  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F e d e r a l
C e n s u s  J o h n  M c  D a n i e l ,  a  4 1 - y e a r - o l d  w h i t e  m a l e ,  w a s  b o r n  i n
N o v e m b e r  1 8 5 8  i n  A r k a n s a s ,  U S A .  I n  1 9 0 0 ,  h e  r e s i d e d  i n  J u s t i c e
P r e c i n c t  7 ,  W i l s o n ,  T e x a s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  d w e l l i n g  n u m b e r  2 6 1 .
J o h n  w a s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  h i s  w i f e ,
V i r g i n i a  J  M c  D a n i e l ,  a g e  4 0 ,  a n d  t h e i r  t e n  c h i l d r e n .

J o h n  a n d  V i r g i n i a  h a d  b e e n  m a r r i e d  f o r  2 0  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e i r
u n i o n  i n  1 8 8 0 .  T h e y  o w n e d  t h e i r  h o m e ,  w h i c h  w a s  f r e e  f r o m
m o r t g a g e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a  l e v e l  o f  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y .
J o h n  w o r k e d  a s  a  f a r m e r ,  a  c o m m o n  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s
d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e .

D e s p i t e  b e i n g  o c c u p i e d  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  J o h n  h a d  b e e n
u n e m p l o y e d  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s .  T h i s  d e t a i l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e  m a y
h a v e  f a c e d  c h a l l e n g e s  o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  h i s  f a r m i n g  e n d e a v o r s
d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .

J o h n  w a s  l i t e r a t e ,  a b l e  t o  r e a d ,  w r i t e ,  a n d  s p e a k  E n g l i s h .  T h i s
s k i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  v a l u a b l e  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d
c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

L i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  M c  D a n i e l  f a m i l y  w a s  E d w a r d  N o r w o o d ,  a  4 2 -
y e a r - o l d  b o a r d e r .  T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  u n c l e a r ,  b u t
i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  E d w a r d  w a s  a  f r i e n d  o r  r e l a t i v e  w h o  n e e d e d  a
p l a c e  t o  s t a y .

T h e  h o u s e h o l d  w a s  b u s t l i n g  w i t h  a c t i v i t y ,  a s  J o h n  a n d  V i r g i n i a
h a d  t w e l v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e i r  r o o f .  T h e i r  c h i l d r e n
r a n g e d  i n  a g e  f r o m  1  t o  1 9  y e a r s  o l d .  T h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n
w e r e  C l e m e n t e ,  M a t t i e  E ,  F i t a  A ,  J o h n  H ,  E d m o n d  L ,  W i l l i e  M ,
M a r y  A ,  D e l f i n a ,  a n d  R a y  H .

T h e  d a t a  p r o v i d e s  a  g l i m p s e  i n t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  J o h n  M c  D a n i e l ,  a
h a r d w o r k i n g  f a r m e r  a n d  f a m i l y  m a n ,  w h o ,  d e s p i t e  f a c i n g
t e m p o r a r y  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  m a i n t a i n e d  a  s t a b l e  h o m e  a n d
p r o v i d e d  f o r  h i s  l a r g e  f a m i l y  i n  r u r a l  T e x a s .

Now writing your family history book just got easier. Happy writing! 
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AdGravestone Dedication - May 25th, 1:00PM
 Walker-Edwards Cemetery
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Historical Marker Scavenger Hunt

One way to
explore Wilson

County is to
participate in the

library’s Marker
Scavenger Hunt.

Visit any of the
Wilson County

libraries and ask
for the Marker

Scavenger Hunt
game sheets

then get ready to
learn all about

our remarkable
history and the

people that
made it.



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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How many acres of land did John Sutherland
leave Ann Sutherland in 1860? How many
acres did he set aside for the cemetery?



Congratulations and Thanks!

Congratulations Neila on your
successful jailhouse
fundraising campaign selling
more than 200 bricks sold thus
far.

Thanks to each of you who
purchased a brick that now
graces the entry to our
Jailhouse Museum. Proceeds
from brick sales directly
contributes to funding
museum renovations.

If you have not yet purchased
a brick paver, or wish to
purchase another, feel free to
contact Neila or Viola. 
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