THE PANDORA QUAIL PROJECT

A unique project, formally known as The Pandora Quail Management Project began in
1946 in Wilson County in the Pandora and Union Valley Area. Its intent was to
repopulate the native quail in this area and secondly to provide a cash producing venue
for the local landowners. By providing for increased quail population with adequate
nesting areas and native food, the area could be leased to bird hunters for their sporting
enjoyment.

T

he project involved three different parties developing a coordinated working
relationship. The landowners would make available approximately 10,000 acres of land
located mostly in areas between Stockdale and Nixon. The Texas Game, Fish and Oyster
Commission as it was called, would provide the expertise to promote an increased quail
population. The San Antonio Bird Dog and Quail Club would participate by providing
hunting dogs and hunters to demonstrate the viability of the project.

This hunting area involved some 26 land owners who cooperated by providing cover,
nesting areas and native food for the quail. In addition it would allow hunters access to
the properties. Bob Mauermann, a State Game and Fish Commission Biologist was
assigned by the State of Texas to develop a plan for Quail restoration in this local area.
The intent was to increase the number of birds in the area to support competitive bird
dog field trials. The San Antonio Bird Dog and Quail Club would be responsible for
conducting the field trials and providing the bird dogs and promoting the area for
national competitive trials which normally extend to three days of competition.

Mr Mauermann of the commission moved to Nixon to oversee this operation for three
years. He worked with the landowners to create sanctuaries, plant cover and feed crops
and do whatever possible to restore the former heavy quail crop which was then
practically non- existent. After two years, the quail population had increased from one
bird to 25 acres to one bird every 6 acres. The San Antonio Bird Dog and Quail Club
provided the funds needed for seeding, fertilizing and providing good conservation
practice. A Game Warden was hired in bird season and gates and gaps were installed to
enable field trials to be held with the least damage to the property and fencing. After
ten years the State of Texas ended its participation in the project as it was considered to
be a great success. The landowners continued their commitment to the project for
another 25 years because of its many benefits to them and the area.

James Foster and Haywood McDaniel of the San Antonio Bird Dog and Quail Club, with
the leadership of Bob Mauermann of the State Fish and Game Commission, developed
the quail restoration program to increase the bird population to a level to support
competitive bird dog field trials. In time the fields and bird population were developed
to such an extent that the area qualified for the holding of National Bird Dog Field trials.



The big open fields provided an ideal habitat for the Bobwhite quail, a native of the
area. This kind of native environment provided ideal conditions for bird hunting with the
classic bird dog. In classic game bird hunting with a pointing dog, the Pandora area
became well suited to this type of hunting. With the hunter on horseback or riding in a
vehicle in the available open areas for the dogs to search and point the setting quail, it
provided enough area for the judges to follow and observe the action of the dogs and
hunters. It also permitted the observers to view the movements of the hunt without
impeding the dog’s natural hunting ability.

The San Antonio Bird Dog and Quail Club would also hold an annual party at the Union
Valley Community Tabernacle. The Club would host a barbeque supper for all the local
land owners and their families participating in the Pandora Quail Management Project.
Perhaps the most colorful person present at these gatherings was Claud Chessher, who
became known as the “John Wayne of Bird Dog Field trials”. Chessher knew every fence
line and trail in the hunting area and would lead the hunters. With his good horse, he
would ride ahead of the hunting groups to open the many gaps and gates in the area. He
remained to close the pathways after the hunters passed through and then he mounted
his horse to catch up and lead the group to the next fence closure. During the time of
the trials, he would make this circuit of almost nine miles twice daily for each day of the
three day trials.

Haywood McDaniel, Bob Mauermann and Claud Chessher were attributed with being
the most responsible for these annual successful events. This annual party also enabled
the many other persons who were involved in starting and keeping the project going to
visit with each other and their families. Another individual who was always at each of
these events was Mrs. Molley Hewell. She was famous for bringing her watermelon
pickles for the trial crew lunches and became known as the “watermelon queen”.

The Pandora project became an unbelievable successful event and the only one in
Texas. It created many mutual benefits for the area. It also demonstrated an awareness
of how much a cooperative effort can accomplish.
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