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IN THIS ISSUE RENEW MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

MEETING LOCATION A friendly reminder that
SUGGEST A STORY Society memberships end
N.B. PATTERSON every September 30'". You

DIEZ Y SEIS can renew your membership

OCTOBER OPRY now. Simply fill out the
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM membership online at our
OPRY LINE UP website or download the form
WEBSITE STORY LINK and send it to Ruby Manen at
the address provided or bring
it with you to our Tuesday
evening meeting. You can get
the form here:

Membership Form
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https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/75978/MembershipApplication20231026-917566-l5di9y.pdf
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WCHS Meeting Location Reminder

A reminder--September meetings
will be held at Jack’s Cafe located
at 507 10" Street, Floresville.

Members are encouraged to have
dinner at Jack’s and we ask that you
plan to be there for dinner no later
than 5:30 so we can start our meeting
promptly at 6:00 and not interrupt
your meal. The meetings must
conclude not later than 7:45 PM.

. You can either order from the regular
et menu or from these options.

Cheeeburer w/fries or chips $10.80 plus tax

Chicken Salad sandwich w/fries or chips $11.32 plus tax
Caesar Salad w/crispy or grilled chicken $11.39 plus tax

Chicken Fried Chicken w/2 Sides & Ice Tea $10.99
Sides: Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Side Salad, Potato Salad,
Carrot Raisin Salad, Pea Salad, Cucumber Salad, Fried Okra

Ice Tea $2.99

Coffee $2.79

Sodas $1.73

Note: Tax plus 20% gratuity to be included

Suggest A Story

You will note that this edition of our Society newsletters is quite

sparse. I hope and encourage our members to share stories about
Wilson County so others will appreciate the rich history and learn
something we most likely did not know.

Send your story via email to info@wilsoncountyhistory.org
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Napoleon Bonaparte Patterson
By Sharon Barnette

My dad said that Napoleon Bonaparte Patterson was around
14 years old when he “went to war” during the Civil War. He was
considered too young of a boy to fight in the battle directly, so
he was assigned the job of feeding the horses of the soldiers
(cavalry?). But one night during the siege of Vicksburg, the
Confederates decided to stealthily try to swim out into the river
and capture a Yankee gunboat. He said the Confederates would
all strip down to their underpants and put a knife between their
teeth and then limb over the levee beside he River and begin
“dog-paddling” s quietly as they could toward the gunboat. The
men attacked in “waves” sliding over the levee, and Grandpa
Patterson was in the last wave to go over the levee. (I don’t
know if he was knowingly allowed to do that, or if in the dark he
just decided to join in during the nighttime confusion for some
real battlefield excitement as a 15-year-old.)

But unbeknownst to the Confederate attackers, apparently
the gunboat had figured out that people were swimming toward
them in the darkness but held their fire for a while until quite a
number of attackers were in the water. Suddenly the blackness
of night was lit up by the roar of cannons firing grapeshot from
the gunboat into the water and Granpa Patterson said men
began screaming out in the dark in pain and fear. Since he
personally wa sin the last wave to enter the water, I don’t think
he had yet made it out very far from the shore at that point.

My daddy must have been wide-eyed as he asked him, “So
Grandpa, what did you do?”

Grandpa Patterson told him that as the grapeshot raked the
water and ended the attack, he turned around and swam back to
the shore, hurried over the levee, put his clothes back on, and
went back to being a boy feeding horses for the rest of the war!

Note: Napoleon Bonaparte Patterson was born in Louisiana in 1848 and was buried in
Union Valley Cemetery in 1937. He served on the first Wilson County Grand Jury. You
can see the picture of the first grand jury by clicking “Wilson County Grand Jury”’--
it’s a link!
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https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth129907/?q=Wilson%20County%20Grand%20Jury
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September 16th--Independence Day?

September 16™ is recognized as
Mexican independence day. It was
on this day, back in 1810, that
Father Miguel Hidalgo issued his
famous “El Grito” (cry) on behalf of
the many who felt the crush of the ;
ii?zrleli? elite who rul.ed over jche o 4 i @ P
y across Spanish America. i
The subsequent skirmishes and
bloody wars following Father
Hidalgo’s act took place here in
Texas as well and involved many
Spanish Texas citizens that once
ranched on lands across Wilson
County.

DIEZ Y SEIS DE SEPTIEMBRE

In April 1813, the first Texas declaration of independence was declared by Jose
Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara in present-day San Antonio. In this 212-year-old
document is the first mention of Texas as a state.

Some of those families who sided with Gutierrez de Lara for an independent
Texas included the Seguins, Traviesos, Flores, Veramendis, Delgados, Arochas,
Carvajals, and many others. Many of the descendants of those that fought for an
independent Texas still live in the area today.

: AR : There once were annual week-long celebrations
Big Mexican Celebration at }
Yndo Park. held, going back as far as 100-plus years ago, to

_ Big preparations are being. commemorate Diez y Seis in and around
made for the Mexican cele-

bration at ¥Yndo Park at Can-. Floresville. Some in Lodi and others at Yndo Park.
ada Verde September 14-19.

The entertaingnent thisl year

promises to be on a larger . . . .

scale than ever. Watch this, Should we organize a Diez y Seis celebration next

saper for further notice. . . .
o : ) year to recognize the county’s connection to this
SNewvspapatiEe historic day?

Floresville Chronicle Journal, August 27, 1920 Pg. 4, Floresville, Texas, us  ViSit the WCN office to explore the online archive.
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0CTOBER OPRY

( OME LSTEN AND DANCE TO $OME
e (aAssie (ot Musicl

First Thursday
of every month!

To

Floresville Opry
House Band

* Fred Michalczak

* Doug McCollough
* Phil Telford

* John Schattenberg
« Sally Carlson

* Terrell O'Neal

* Alan Kolby

* Gary Trial-Manager
* Nell Baeten-Emcee
* Mark Odom-Sound
« Viola Henke-Producer

Concessions
| V/ Bring your own
Reserved adult beverages
Table W vV Set-ups
(Seats 8) :
B & soft drinks
3100 ® | available.
General
Admission

$1

OCT. 2, 2025

Wilson County Expo and Community Center
(formerly Show Barn)

435 Hwy 97 E, Floresville
6-9:15pm | Doorsopen @ 5 pm
Wilson County News

of 3@?{;‘:;;",?[?3"5” . HAMBURGER STEAK DINNER AVAILABLE — $12
gowilson360.com by Malcher’s Catering

FLORESyILLE

Benefit for Wilson County Historical Society
For info., or to reserve a table, call Viola (830) 391-1062

WCN GRAPHICS » B30-218-4519
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September Presentation Program

/\/’ee*ing Time: 6:00 PM
‘v‘ LOCOI'HOW JaC/QIS Cm[e,
' ), 501 /07% Street Floresville

CUEST SPEARKRKER: ST EVE RAAPRE

Steve Raabe, engineer, County Historical
Commissioner, and history enthusiast will share
with us the history of Southwest Wilson County
including the historic Dewees Ranch and adjacent
areas.
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Floresville Oprv Line-Up (0 Sept 2026
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Floresville Opry with Dancing

Oet 22025 Tommy Hooker

MNov, i, 2025 Grace Partridge & Guest Sean O'Brien
Dec. 4, 2025 Jody Jenkins

Jan. 1, 2026 Freddy Croz

Ieb. 5, 2026 Billy Mata

Feb. 28, 2026 91 Johnny Bush Birthday Bash
Justin Trevino (Floresville Event Cenler)
Mar, 5, 2026 Sean O'Brien
Apr. 2, 2026 Darrell & Mona MeCall
Mav 7, 2026 Tony Booth
Jun. 4, 2026 Randy Carson
Jul. 2, 2026 Johnny Blaine
Aug. 6, 20260 Wyatt Aleman
Sep. 3, 2026 Bobby Marquesz
Wilson County Expo & Commmunilty Center (Show Barn)
153 StL Hwy 97 Easl
Johnny Bush Birthday Bash--Deleon Event Center
GOO Hwy 97W
Doors Open @ 5:00 pm-—music G:00-9:15 pm
Info: Viola Henle £530-301-106G2
Gen Admission 515.00 Reserved Table Seals (8) S100.00

Dinner S12.00 Desserts S2.00 Arm Streleh 9 Coneessions
Quarterly Silent Auction ¢ Bring your own adull beverages

bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb LR E bbb b b b b b b b b b

Benefits the Wilson County Historical Society
RIS R R R R R RS R R B R R R RS 888

bbb bbb bbb bbb L b E LR L E bR bR b b b b b b b b b

The monthly Opry is a great event but it
cannot happen without volunteers. Please
consider giving a helping hand. The load
gets lighter when others are there to help
carry it.
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Be sure to check

out our Website ‘ .
and "like" our Historical Photos

FCICQbOOk pOge Through A

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org
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@ Wilsen County Historical Society
"ON T G isonCountyHatorncasocety « Norpeoft organization

20 Aot Evenls  Mose v e Likedd (=

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

Our WEBsITE STtorYy HigHLIGHT:

Click the link below to read a little history while also perusing our website.

Holish ommunities
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https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/talk-schools
https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/talk-polish

