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SUGGEST A STORY

OPRY LINE UP

RENEW MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

A  f r i e n d l y  r e m i n d e r  t h a t
S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s h i p s  e n d
e v e r y  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 .  Yo u
c a n  r e n e w  yo u r  m e m b e r s h i p
n ow.  S i m p l y  f i l l  o u t  t h e
m e m b e r s h i p  o n l i n e  a t  o u r
we b s i t e  o r  d ow n l o a d  t h e  f o r m
a n d  s e n d  i t  t o  R u b y  M a n e n  a t
t h e  a d d r e s s  p r o v i d e d  o r  b r i n g
i t  w i t h  yo u  t o  o u r  Tu e s d ay
e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g .  Yo u  c a n  g e t
t h e  f o r m  h e r e :

t h

M e m b e r s h i p  Fo r m

https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/75978/MembershipApplication20231026-917566-l5di9y.pdf
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WCHS Meeting Location Reminder
A reminder--September meetings
will be held at Jack’s Cafe located
at 507 10  Street, Floresville.th

Members are encouraged to have
dinner at Jack’s and we ask that you
plan to be there for dinner no later
than 5:30 so we can start our meeting
promptly at 6:00 and not interrupt
your meal. The meetings must
conclude not later than 7:45 PM. 

You can either order from the regular
menu or from these options.  

Suggest A Story
You will note that this edition of our Society newsletters is quite

sparse. I hope and encourage our members to share stories about

Wilson County so others will appreciate the rich history and learn

something we most likely did not know. 

Send your story via email to info@wilsoncountyhistory.org

C h e e s e b u r g e r  w/ f r i e s  o r  c h i p s                         $ 1 0 . 8 0  p l u s  t a x
C h i c k e n  S a l a d  s a n d w i c h  w/ f r i e s  o r  c h i p s          $ 1 1 . 3 2  p l u s  t a x
C a e s a r  S a l a d  w/c r i s p y  o r  g r i l l e d  c h i c k e n          $ 1 1 . 3 9  p l u s  t a x
C h i c k e n  Fr i e d  C h i c k e n  w/ 2  S i d e s  &  Ic e  Te a       $ 1 0 . 9 9
S i d e s :  M a s h e d  Po t a t o e s ,  G r e e n  B e a n s ,  S i d e  S a l a d ,  Po t a t o  S a l a d ,
C a r r o t  R a i s i n  S a l a d ,  Pe a  S a l a d ,  C u c u m b e r  S a l a d ,  Fr i e d  O k r a

Ic e  Te a  $ 2 . 9 9
C o f f e e   $ 2 .7 9
S o d a s   $ 1 .7 3
No t e :  Ta x  p l u s  2 0 %  g r a t u i t y  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d
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     My  d a d  s a i d  t h a t  N a p o l e o n  B o n a p a r t e  P a t t e r s o n  wa s  a r o u n d
1 4  ye a r s  o l d  w h e n  h e  “ we nt  t o  wa r ”  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r.  He  wa s
c o n s i d e r e d  t o o  yo u n g  o f  a  b o y  t o  f i g ht  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  d i r e c t l y,  s o
h e  wa s  a s s i g n e d  t h e  j o b  o f  f e e d i n g  t h e  h o r s e s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s
(c ava l r y ? ) .  B u t  o n e  n i g ht  d u r i n g  t h e  s i e g e  o f  V i c k s b u r g ,  t h e
C o n f e d e r a t e s  d e c i d e d  t o  s t e a l t h i l y  t r y  t o  s w i m  o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r
a n d  c a p t u r e  a  Ya n k e e  g u n b o a t .  He  s a i d  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  wo u l d
a l l  s t r i p  d ow n  t o  t h e i r  u n d e r p a nt s  a n d  p u t  a  k n i f e  b e t we e n  t h e i r
t e e t h  a n d  t h e n  l i m b  o v e r  t h e  l e v e e  b e s i d e  h e  R i v e r  a n d  b e g i n
“d o g - p a d d l i n g ”  s  q u i e t l y  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  t owa r d  t h e  g u n b o a t .  T h e
m e n  a t t a c k e d  i n  “ wav e s ”  s l i d i n g  o v e r  t h e  l e v e e ,  a n d  G r a n d p a
P a t t e r s o n  wa s  i n  t h e  l a s t  wav e  t o  g o  o v e r  t h e  l e v e e .  ( I  d o n ’ t
k n ow  i f  h e  wa s  k n ow i n g l y  a l l owe d  t o  d o  t h a t ,  o r  i f  i n  t h e  d a r k  h e
j u s t  d e c i d e d  t o  j o i n  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g ht t i m e  c o n f u s i o n  f o r  s o m e
r e a l  b a t t l e f i e l d  e x c i t e m e nt  a s  a  1 5 - ye a r - o l d . )
     B u t  u n b e k n ow n s t  t o  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  a t t a c k e r s ,  a p p a r e nt l y
t h e  g u n b o a t  h a d  f i g u r e d  o u t  t h a t  p e o p l e  we r e  s w i m m i n g  t owa r d
t h e m  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  b u t  h e l d  t h e i r  f i r e  f o r  a  w h i l e  u nt i l  q u i t e  a
n u m b e r  o f  a t t a c k e r s  we r e  i n  t h e  wa t e r.  S u d d e n l y  t h e  b l a c k n e s s
o f  n i g ht  wa s  l i t  u p  b y  t h e  r o a r  o f  c a n n o n s  f i r i n g  g r a p e s h o t  f r o m
t h e  g u n b o a t  i n t o  t h e  wa t e r  a n d  G r a n p a  P a t t e r s o n  s a i d  m e n
b e g a n  s c r e a m i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  d a r k  i n  p a i n  a n d  f e a r.  S i n c e  h e
p e r s o n a l l y  wa  s i n  t h e  l a s t  wav e  t o  e nt e r  t h e  wa t e r,  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k
h e  h a d  ye t  m a d e  i t  o u t  v e r y  f a r  f r o m  t h e  s h o r e  a t  t h a t  p o i nt .  
My  d a d d y  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  w i d e - e ye d  a s  h e  a s k e d  h i m ,  “ S o
G r a n d p a ,  w h a t  d i d  yo u  d o? ”
     G r a n d p a  P a t t e r s o n  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  a s  t h e  g r a p e s h o t  r a k e d  t h e
wa t e r  a n d  e n d e d  t h e  a t t a c k ,  h e  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  a n d  s wa m  b a c k  t o
t h e  s h o r e ,  h u r r i e d  o v e r  t h e  l e v e e ,  p u t  h i s  c l o t h e s  b a c k  o n ,  a n d
we nt  b a c k  t o  b e i n g  a  b o y  f e e d i n g  h o r s e s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  wa r !
 
No t e :  Na p o l e o n  B o n a p a r t e  Pa t t e r s o n  w a s  b o r n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  i n  1 8 4 8  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d  i n
U n i o n  Va l l e y  C e m e t e r y  i n  1 9 3 7.  H e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  G ra n d  J u r y .  Yo u
c a n  s e e  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  g ra n d  j u r y  b y  c l i c k i n g  “ W i l s o n  C o u n t y  G ra n d  J u r y ” - -
i t ’ s  a  l i n k !

Napoleon Bonaparte Patterson
B y  S h a r o n  B a r n e t t e

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth129907/?q=Wilson%20County%20Grand%20Jury
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September 16th--Independence Day?

September 16  is recognized as
Mexican independence day. It was
on this day, back in 1810, that
Father Miguel Hidalgo issued his
famous “El Grito” (cry) on behalf of
the many who felt the crush of the
Spanish elite who ruled over the
citizenry across Spanish America.
The subsequent skirmishes and
bloody wars following Father
Hidalgo’s act took place here in
Texas as well and involved many
Spanish Texas citizens that once
ranched on lands across Wilson
County. 

th

In April 1813, the first Texas declaration of independence was declared by Jose
Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara in present-day San Antonio. In this 212-year-old
document is the first mention of Texas as a state. 

Some of those families who sided with Gutierrez de Lara for an independent
Texas included the Seguins, Traviesos, Flores, Veramendis, Delgados, Arochas,
Carvajals, and many others. Many of the descendants of those that fought for an
independent Texas still live in the area today. 

There once were annual week-long celebrations
held, going back as far as 100-plus years ago,  to
commemorate Diez y Seis in and around
Floresville. Some in Lodi and others at Yndo Park.

Should we organize a Diez y Seis celebration next
year to recognize the county’s connection to this
historic day?

Visit the WCN office to explore the online archive. 
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october Opry
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September Presentation Program

Meeting Time: 6:00 PM

Location: Jack’s Cafe, 

507 10  Street, Floresville th

Guest Speaker: Steve Raabe

Steve Raabe, engineer, County Historical
Commissioner, and history enthusiast will share
with us the history of Southwest Wilson County
including the historic Dewees Ranch and adjacent
areas. 
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 Floresville Opry Line-Up to Sept 2026

The monthly Opry is a great event but it
cannot happen without volunteers. Please
consider giving a helping hand. The load
gets lighter when others are there to help
carry it.



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org
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Our Website Story Highlight:

Click the link below to read a little history while also perusing our website.

Polish Communities

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/talk-schools
https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/talk-polish

