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MARKER DEDICATION

WCHS DONATES 35535 Lots of happenings in March. Women’s
PANNA MARIA TRIP History Month (March 1-31). Texas
OPRY LINE-UP Independence day (2nd). Battle of the
A SUCCESSFUL EVENT Alamo (March 6th). Pl day (14th). Saint
Patrick’s Day (17th). First of Spring (20th).
EXHIBIT TO END SOON Goliad Massacre (March 27th). The first
POLLEY MANSION quarter of the year comes to an end (31st).
TOURS
To learn more about Texas-related
WEBSITE STORY LINK historical events check out TSHA’s “Day By
Day” website:
https://www.tshaonline.org/texas-day-by-
day.
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Mark Your Calendars & Plan to Attend

Rancho de Pataguilla

The historic ranch of Mission San Juan

Historical Marker
Dedication & Unveiling
April 5, 2025
10:00 AM
Near 601 Goliad Road

Floresville, TX 78114

Event sponsored by:

LA

FLORESVILLE  __+

WILSONE  OUNTY

Image extract of 1780 Cabello Map

Reception to follow in our meeting room

Reception foods co-sponsored by:

@ Floresville H-E-B
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Stomping Ground Receives Donation

Photo courtesy of Carol Chitty

At our February 25th meeting, Vice-President Sarah Gella announced a
special fundraising event for Stomping Ground, a local non-profit
where, according to their website, “...adults with intellectual disabilities
find purpose, meaningful life experiences, and work.” Having heard the
organization’s mission and a personal testimony from VP Gella, the
membership appeared moved and unanimously approved donating
$1,000 to Stomping Ground. Sarah Gella is pictured here with
Stomping Ground Director, Susan Schwartz, and clients making the
donation on behalf of our Society.

To learn more about Stomping Ground, check out their website here:
https: / /www.stompinggroundadultdayservices.com /
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Polish History & Heritage Learned at Panna Maria

WCHS members visited the oldest
Polish community in the United
States, Panna Maria, last week. The
first stop on the day-long tour was
the multi-million dollar Polish
Heritage Center where members

| learned all about the historic journey
of a group of Silesian families that

- AlPrEn

Y B N R arrived in the area in 1854.

The center’s staff also shared the
the late Bishop Yanta’s vision of
center and its establishment.
Following the excellent our of the
center, its informative exhibits
and beautiful paintings, and
lunch, WCHS members were met
by the Panna Maria Historical
Society. The Historical Society
showed off the beautiful, historic
church and the double oak tree
where the first mass was held on
Christmas Eve in 1854. More
pictures are on the next page.

Those who visited recommend a return trip!
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Floresville Oprvy Line-Up
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Doresvitle Ofry with Dancing
Feb, 6, 2025  Scan OBrien

q0™ Birthday Bash Feb. 15, 2025 Celebrating the Music of Johnny
Bush featuring the Bandolero Band Members by the Justin Trevino 44
Band at the (Floresville Event Center)Doors open 5:30 pm Music g
7:00pm to 11:00pm Call #830-341-1062 for reservations

May. 6, 2025 Tony Booth
Apr. 8, 2025 Bobby Margucz
May 7, 2025  Bob Appel

Jun 5, 2026 Gabe Galvan
Jal 3, 2025  Freddy Craz
Aug.7, 20256  Wyatt Aleman

Dnformeation for Firot Dhensday of cack Month
Hhlson County gi: & Pommanity Centen (Show Bar)
435 St Py 97 East out of Floreswille, Tewas
Doors OQpen @ B:00 pm—niksic 6:00-9.786 pin
Info: Viola Henke 830-301-7062
Gen Admission $76.00 Reserred Table 8cats (8) $700.00
Dinner 872,00 Concessions Desserts $2.00
Benefit for the Wilson County Historicol Society
mmnnnanmmnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnnn
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The monthly Opry is a great event but

it cannot happen without volunteers.

Please consider giving a helping hand.

The load gets lighter when others are
there to help carry it.
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56«7 6M A Successtul €vent

Dr. Melinda Creech’s second
annual Story Gathering Day was a
huge success. Once again, Pastor
Ray Warren, Haven Oaks
Community Bible Church, hosted
the event where about forty
descendants of once enslaved
families in Wilson County came
together to learn about and share
information regarding their
family histories.

Dr. Creech has spent several
years researching the Wilson
County Freedom Colonies
and the results of which can
be seen on her “Stitched
Together” blog page as well
as the exhibit highlighting
the formerly enslaved at
Polley’s Whitehall plantation.

This year, several of the
— attendees are descendants of
the Nious family whose

| ancestor was one of enslaved at
the Polley plantation. You can
read about James Nious here:
https: / /www.polleyassociation.
org/single-post/james-nious-
1811-unknown

Photos courtesy of Robert Creech
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[AST WEEK FOR
WOMEN OF WILSON COUNTY EXHIBIT

Members of our Society, Dr. Melinda
Creech and Anthony Delgado, launced
the “Women of Wilson County” exhibit

(= L d& Arocha was the second of sight ey
Wignacia Urmutia v 1|n .r ocr\t:.ld;“;:\:ﬂ.-.'ur »

on March 3rd in recognition of G '{( e e
Women’s History Month. The twelve ;,.. ,;‘::“u‘j*:;’f:,;mj“” ".'j:”"f-"“ =

oy . . . Canary Ilsnder, 303 togethir thiy had mare than SRieen -'-"r"':igh,._-.,-'!
panel exhibit highlights seventeen e e et o | E AR
e tnaoe e (1

women, from the eighteenth century e e e G
through the twenty-first century, who bt et o

extenced family would pay & dear price for their

ol i Tha SrE T eetlation. Follswing thi

once called home the land that makes Sttt b ol o 123, [

Ang Maria, Joxcpain anc mansy of the Leal, Arocha and other
Famdie2 flad Eaoar and sought refupe in the neutrsl ground  coun

up modern-day Wilson County. Some vt e ot o T s ey G B iy

and led 0 Fort Trinidad vwhens be was

of the women highlighted include the m‘;““m?;,, N.M, e
county’s first and only woman sheriff, R

Jane Sample Booth. It also includes the o s "ir«m"r«f#?'m-?n-ww et

et 1A i St Raery by S8 Josapl's Cothals Chorch o Rivroenter Mol s Sonitdven
San Apmnic, -

county’s first and only woman County -

Judge, Honorable Martha Schnabel.
Other women highlighted in the
exhibit are Spanish colonial ranchers,
educators, four formerly enslaved
women, a Texas Secretary of State, and
a town doctor. You can see the exhibit
this week, Monday-Thursday, in the
Society’s meeting room. Check-in with
Sandra Smith in the Archives next door
for entry.

Stay tuned to learn the next location
where the Women of Wilson County
exhibit may be hosted.

WCHS THE JOURNAL



MARCH 2025 PAGE 9

Polley Mansion House Tours Aprll Sth

If you have not
yet toured the
Polley
Mansion, north |
of Sutherland {248
Springs on FM
539, you will
have an
opportunity on
April 5th from
10:00AM to
3:00PM.

The mansion is s L] . S
anineteenth | La Vernia, TX 78121
century, two- & -
story home ¥
that is listed on FE L e

the National Photo courtesy of Polley Mansion Facebook page
Register of Historic places as well as a Registered Texas Historical
Landmark.

Current owners, Robin and Keith Muschalek, a Society member, have
painstakingly restored, over the past several years, the once
neglected mansion and have acquired numerous artifacts associated
with the Polley family. Descendants of the Polley family have
graciously donated many of the historical relics on display while
others have been uncovered by Robin and Keith on the property.

Be sure to visit this fine example of our
county’s historical gems.
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Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

i
Wilson County Historical Society
QNI SWisonCountyHatoricalsecety  Norgeolit orgaration
. “  Eeets Moo s

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

Our Website Story Highlight:

“Gaiphas Jienard Jlam
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