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WEBSITE STORY LINK 

BUSH BIRTHDAY BASH

MEMORIES
is in the air!

There have been tens of thousands of
songs over the years about love. Recently
Billboard Magazine published the top 50
love songs. The list includes the 1958 hit
“To Know Him is to Love Him” #15, “To Sir
With Love” #22, Diana Ross’s “Love
Hangover” #38, and one of my favorites,
#42, “I Just Called To Say I Love You” by
Stevie Wonder. What is your favorite love
song?

FEBRUARY PROGRAM

L O V E

STORY GATHERING DAY

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
MARKER DEDICATION
MARCH FIELD TRIP



1975
W a l e s

W a l e s  c e l e b r a t e s  S t .  D w y n w e n ’ s  D a y  o n  J a n u a r y  2 5
i n s t e a d  o f  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y .  C o u p l e s  e x c h a n g e  c a r v e d
w o o d e n  l o v e  s p o o n s ,  a  t r a d i t i o n  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .

D e n m a r k

I n s t e a d  o f  r e d  r o s e s ,  D a n e s  e x c h a n g e  p r e s s e d  w h i t e
f l o w e r s  c a l l e d  s n o w d r o p s .  M e n  a l s o  s e n d  h u m o r o u s
p o e m s  o r  r h y m e s  c a l l e d  “ g a e k k e b r e v ”  a n o n y m o u s l y ,
a n d  w o m e n  t r y  t o  g u e s s  t h e i r  a d m i r e r s ’  i d e n t i t i e s .

S o u t h  A f r i c a

W o m e n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  o l d  R o m a n  t r a d i t i o n  c a l l e d
Luperca l i a  b y  p i n n i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e i r  c r u s h  o r  l o v e
i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e i r  s l e e v e ,  l i t e r a l l y  “ w e a r i n g  t h e i r  h e a r t
o n  t h e i r  s l e e v e . ”

S a u d i  A r a b i a

I n  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  w h e r e  t h e  h o l i d a y  i s  i l l e g a l ,  t h e r e  i s
a  t h r i v i n g  b l a c k  m a r k e t  f o r  r e d  r o s e s  a n d  h e a r t -
s h a p e d  c h o c o l a t e s  i n  F e b r u a r y .
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Unique, Worldly Valentine Traditions 

Excerpts from “Valentines Day: The Unbelievable History Your Didn’t Know” found on
walksofitaly.com/blog/art&culture
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 Floresville Opry Line-Up

The monthly Opry is a great event but
it cannot happen without volunteers.
Please consider giving a helping hand.
The load gets lighter when others are

there to help carry it.
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Celebrating Johnny Bush



     This presentation covers folk/vernacular, concrete, hand-made grave
markers I have photographed in over 130 cemeteries in the South, Central
Texas region (Bexar and surrounding counties).  16 of these cemeteries are in
Wilson County.  These markers were made primarily during the first half of
the 20th century however, concrete is still being used today. I am currently
putting together a database archive of these photos to be accessed online for
scholars and interested persons. 
     Kent says he’s not a Cultural Anthropologist, or a Folklorist or a researcher
in Material Studies, but an artist, Professor of Art and an appreciator of all
things artistic.
     The presentation will explore who made these markers, how they were
made, reinforced, what forms they take, how they were inscribed and most
especially how they were decorated.

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L
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February Program

Program Synopsis

Handmade Concrete Gravemarkers in South Texas

Photo by Nancy de la Zerda, WCHS FB page



W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 5  P A G E  6

Contact Melinda Creech at mjcreech@mac.com 
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Viola Receives Special Recognition 

At the February 6th Floresville Opry, the Historical Society Board, led
by President Carol Chitty, bestowed special recognition upon Viola
Henke for her extraordinary efforts producing the monthly Floresville
Opry. Viola has been producing the Opry for more than fourteen
years. Carol said “Your efforts developed a community of Country &
Western enthusiasts and lifetime friends.” Carol went on to share the
fact that the money raised by the Opry funded most of the Jailhouse
Museum renovation; a treasure enjoyed by many. 
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Mark Your Calendars & Plan to Attend

Reception to follow
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March Field Trip to Panna Maria

Field Trip will replace March meeting



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org
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Our Website Story Highlight:
Click the link below to read a little history while also perusing our website.

D I E T R I C K  R I C H A R D  V O G E S

https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45203/DIETRICK_RICHARD_VOGES20210325-5335-3lmc5t.pdf

