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NOVEMBER’S OPRY

MEMORIES

Wishing everyone a joyous
and safe holiday season.

CHANGE IS COMING
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Christmas party

The Society’s annual Christmas Party is planned for Tuesday, December
17th, at 6:00PM at the historic Dewees-Remschel House. We look
forward to seeing you there! Don’t forget your side dish. You can contact
Sarah Gella if you have not yet signed up to bring a dish. 

If you are unable to make it out, we want to take the time now to wish
you and yours a safe and joyous holiday season. Enjoy the time with
loved ones and we look forward to seeing you in the new year!
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 Floresville Opry Line-Up

The monthly Opry is a great event but
it cannot happen without volunteers.
Please consider giving a helping hand.
The load gets lighter when others are

there to help carry it.



“ I  w a s  b o r n  i n  t h e  u p p e r  P r u s s i a  J u n e  a n d  c a m e  t o
A m e r i c a  i n  1 8 5 4 ,  l a n d i n g  a t  o l d  I n d i a n o l a  o n  t h e  T e x a s
c o a s t .  W e  c a m e  t o  K a r n e s  C o u n t y  a t  o n c e  a n d  s t o p p e d  i n
t h e  f o r k s  o f  t h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  R i v e r  a n d  C i b o l o  C r e e k  o n
C h r i s t m a s  E v e .  H e r e  w e  f o u n d e d  P a n n a  M a r i a  o n  l a n d
b o u g h t  f r o m  J o h n  T h o w i g .  

I n  1 8 6 7  I  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  a  b i g  w a g o n  a n d  f i n e  y o k e  o f
o x e n  a n d ,  w i t h  a  l o n g  w h i p  i n  m y  h a n d  m a d e  m y  f i r s t
r o u n d  t r i p  t o  I n d i a n o l a .  I t  w a s  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d
a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  a n d  I  u s u a l l y  w a l k e d  b e s i d e  m y
w a g o n ,  s l o w l y  m a k i n g  t h e  r o u n d  t r i p  o f  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d
f i f t y  m i l e s .  I  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  t e a m s t e r s  b u s i n e s s  f o r  .
y e a r s .  I  t h e n  s t a r t e d  w i t h  h o r s e  t e a m s  a n d  s o  c o n t i n u e d
u n t i l  t h e  r a i l r o a d  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 6 .  I  h a v e  l i v e d  a l l  m y
l i f e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  r u n n i n g  c a t t l e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  p r a i r i e .  

I  a m  w i s h i n g  t h e  K a r n e s  C i t a t i o n  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s . ”
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Memories

J O H N  M A N K A

T h e  a b o v e  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  C l a r e n c e  E h l e r s .  I t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e
K a r n e s  C i t y  C i t a t i o n  i n  1 9 3 1 .  J o h n  M a n k a  w a s  C l a r e n c e ’ s  m a t e r n a l
g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  a n d  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  P a n n a  M a r i a .
 

Have a story about an ancestor who lived in the area that you would
like to share with us? Email it to us at info@wilsoncountyhistory.org
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November’s Opry

The November Opry was a huge
success and another sold-out
event. Wyatt Aleman was the
headliner whose outstanding music
kept everyone on the dance floor. 

A special “Thank You” was offered
to more than 50 veterans who
attended the Opry. 



The new year brings changes to Wilson County Historical Society.

Starting in January, our meetings will return to our meeting room
located in the Wilson County Archives Building located at 1144 C
Street in Floresville. 

Also, the meeting date will change. We will meet the FOURTH
Tuesday of every month starting in January so please mark your
calendars. January 28th will be our first meeting of the year. 

We will still meet at 6:00PM with “meet, greet, and eat” the first
half-hour, followed by our opening, guest speaker, and then our
regular business. 
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change is coming

JANUARY 2 8 ,  2 0 2 5
6 : 0 0  PM

SOCIETY  MEETING  ROOM
1 1 4 4  C  STREET



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4  P A G E  7

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

Our Website Story Highlight:

Freighting on the 
Alamo-La Bahia Road

Click the link below to read a little history while also perusing our website.

https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45188/FREIGHTING_ON_THE_ALAMO_-_LA_BAHIA_ROAD20210324-5342-1wwojq3.pdf
https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45188/FREIGHTING_ON_THE_ALAMO_-_LA_BAHIA_ROAD20210324-5342-1wwojq3.pdf
https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45188/FREIGHTING_ON_THE_ALAMO_-_LA_BAHIA_ROAD20210324-5342-1wwojq3.pdf

