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HISTORICAL MARKER UNVEILED

The First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs unveiled their historical
marker on Saturday, October 5th. The unveiling and dedication event was well
attended. A reception was held following the unveiling at the Sutherland
Springs Historical Museum. Photos below courtesy of Tambria Read.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SUTHERLAND SPRINGS

ORIGINALLY CALLED SUTHERLAND SPRINGS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH, THE
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SUTHERLAND SPRINGS WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1926,
PRIOR TO THIS DATE, CITIZENS OF THE COMMUNITY HEARD SERMONS FROM
CIRCUIT RIDERS TRAVELING THROUGH THE AREA AND MET IN EACH OTHERS
HOMES. IN 1926, A GROUP OF PEOPLE GATHERED TO FORM A BAPTIST CHURCH,
INITIALLY MEETING IN THE OLD SUTHERLAND SPRINGS SCHOOL BUILDING.
SO0N, THE CONGREGATION ERECTED A FRAME BUILDING ON THE SITE OF THE
HOME OF DR. JOHN SUTHERLAND, THE FOUNDER OF THE COMMUNITY. DR.
SUTHERLAND'S HAND-DUG WATER CISTERN LINED WITH LIMESTONE IS STILL
VISIBLE. IN 1949, THE ORIGINAL CHURCH WAS REPLACED WITH A NEW, MODERN
FACILITY ON THE SAME SITE USING LUMBER FROM THE OLD BUILDING. THE
FARMERS, LABORERS AND TRUCK DRIVERS WITHIN THE CONGREGATION

ADEPTLY CONSTRUCTED THE 1949 SANCTUARY THEMSELVES. DURING THE
CONSTRUCTION, THE CONGREGATION MET AT THE OLD TOWN SUTHERLAND
SPRINGS SCHOOL GYMNASIUM.

MEMBERS ENGAGED WITH EACH OTHER AND THE LARGER COMMUNITY
THROUGH REGULAR EVENTS. FIRST BAPTIST'S CALENDAR INCLUDED VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL, FALL FESTIVAL, SUNDAY SCHOOL AND MEETINGS OF THE
WOMEN'S MISSIONARY UNION AND BAPTIST TRAINING UNION. BAPTISMS WERE
CONDUCTED IN CIBOLO CREEK. REGULAR OUTINGS INCLUDED TRIPS TO THE Z0O
AND AQUARIUM, OLD TOWNE DAYS PARADE AND CAMP OUTS WHICH FEATURED
SERMONS BY THE LAKE. MEMBERS ORGANIZED COMMUNITY OUTREACHES
SUCH AS A FOOD AND CLOTHING PANTRY; A TWICE-ANNUAL TENT REVIVAL AND
THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY DINNER.

TRAGEDY STRUCK THE CHURCH ON NOVEMBER 5, 2017, WHEN A GUNMAN

KILLED 26 CHURCH MEMBERS, TO HELP HEAL FROM THE HORRIBLE EVENT, THE

i CHURCH BUILT A NEW SANCTUARY ON THE PROPERTY, DETERMINED TO
= CONTINUE ITS HISTORY OF SERVICE AND LOVE IN THE COMMUNITY.
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MARKER 1S PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Top Left:
Eileen
Anderson,
Tambria Read, A I
County Judge L\

Here Zoe Zavala and Evelyn Hill
unveil the new historical marker.

Hank Whitman | S =~ &8
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Floresville Oprvy Line-Up
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Aug.1.2024 Jake Blocker
Aug. 17, 2024 Western Shindig/Saturday (ShowBarn)
Freddy Cruz & the Noble Outlaws :
Doors open 6:00 pm Music from 7:00pm-10:30pm H—l—-

Sept 5,2024 Sean O'Brien "

Oct. 3,2024 Derek Spence = e
L _i_;_i

Nov. 7,2024 Wyatt Aleman L

Dec. 5,2024 Mike Hughes
Jan. 2,2025 Jody Jenkins
Feb. 6,2025 Sean O'Brien

Mar. 6,2025 Tony Booth

Feb. 15, 2025 90th Birthday Bash Celebrating the Music
- ﬁ of Johnny Bush featuring the Bandolero Band Members jj_f*—_—
= by the Justin Trevino Band at the (Floresville Event _5_-7

;],vp b Center) Doors open 6:00pm
";;'J—f ‘;' Music 7:00pm to 11:00 pm
1 Ly

—=F Monthly Floresville Opry is held at the

- e
%" Wilson County Expo & Community Center (Show Barn) 2+

— 435 St Hwy 97 East out of Floresville, Texas 8 i
?’jﬁj E Doors Open @ 5:00 pm--music 6:00-9:15 pm LT

Info: Viola Henke 830-391-1062
= Gen Admission $15.00; Reserved Table Seats (8) $100.00 ﬂ__H:
ﬁf, Dinner $12.00 Concessions Sweets Silent Auction CE
-
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IL.AND LEGCGACY

RECOGCGINI=ZED

1 E Wiseman family members, Lydia Wiseman

'] Jones and Reagan Wiseman, receive the first
Land Legacy Award certificates recognizing

their family’s more than 150 years of continuous
land ownership in Wilson County. The
certificates were presented by County Judge

Hank Whitman and County Commissioner Jeff

Pierdolla. The event was held on the grounds of
the historic

Wiseman
property
with
Historical

Commission
Vice-Chair,
Dr. Melinda
Creech,
serving as
the
ceremonial
¥ 1host. Photos
il courtesy of
Melinda
Creech.

Business and Land Legacy criteria and nomination forms can be
found here on the Historical Commission’s website.
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https://www.wilsoncountytx.gov/page/wilson.CHC

Novembers & pry
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Come listen and dance to some
Live Classic Country Music!

First Thursday of every month!

Foneswille Oy
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2024

Wilson County Expo and Community Center (wormerly Show Barn)
435 Hwy 97 E, Floresville | 6-9:15 pm ~ Doors open @ 5 pm

« Concessions « Sweets Silent Auction

' Bring your own adult beverages!

General V' Set-ups & soft drinks available. Wilson County News
Admission A proud sponsor
TURKEY & DRESSING DINNER AVAILABLE | of the Floresville Opry
$ 1 5 $12 by Outlaw Catering gowilson360.com

Reserved Table
(Seats §) Floresville Opry House Band
$ 1 00 Roger Edgington, Fred Michalczak, Larry Horwedel, John Schattenberg,
Solly Carlson, Terrell O'Neal, Alan Kolby, Gary Trial-Manager,
Nell Baeten-Emcee, Mark Odom-Sound, and Viola Henke-Producer

Benefit for Wilson County Historical Society
For info., or to reserve a table, call Viola (830) 391-1062

WON GRAMCS « 196 296-4510

Reserve your table/seat early before it’s sold out!
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SOCIETY OFFICERS CHOSEN

At our September meeting, the
officers for the FY 25-26 term were
chosen. The new officers are:
President: Carol Chitty
Vice-President: Sarah Gella
Secretary: Sharon Meyer
Treasurer: Clarence Ehlers™
Membership: Ruby Manen
Fundraising: Viola Henke
/ Member at Large: Neila Hopkins

*Until  December 2024.  Clay
I I Maeckel will become Treasurer in
January 2025.

Reminder: Our fiscal
year started October
1st. Have you paid your
membership dues for FY
2025?
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Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our

Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

Our Website Story Highlight:
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https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45224/THE_PANDORA_QUAIL_PROJECT20210325-5335-x94l5l.pdf

