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What is dieciseis (diez y seis) de
Septiembre? What importance does
this day have to Texans and its place
in Texas history?

September 16th is Mexico’s national
day of independence. It was so
declared on September 16, 1825.
Many in South Texas, including us in
Wilson County, remember festivals
and carnivals celebrating this
important day in history. See the
article on the next page for more
about this day in our shared history.

Diez y Seis

WEBSITE STORY LINK 

EL CAMINO DEL
CIBOLO

SEPTEMBER’S OPRY

YOU’RE INVITED
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September 16, 1810, the day Father
Hidalgo issued his cry for
independence, was an important day
in Texas as much as it has been for
Mexico. 

Father Hidalgo’s “grito” was heard
here in San Antonio and, like in
Mexico, thus began a revolution that
is not discussed much as a part of
Texas history. In January 1811, Juan
Bautista de las Casas overthrew the
Spanish Texas governor that was
based here in San Antonio. Months
later a counterrevolution resulted in
the arrest of Casas and the re-
installment of Spanish colonial rule. 

Battles and skirmishes plagued Texas
for several years following the Casas
revolt. The bloodiest of them all was
the 1813 battle of Medina. Eight years
later independence from Spain was
realized and Mexico became an
independent nation and included was
the state of Coahuila y Texas. 

September 16th is integral to Texas’
history. Floresville Chronicle, Friday, September 19,

1947, page 1, Newspaperarchive.com 

Note: The Floresville Chronicle is digitally archived and available for research either with a
paid subscription to Newspaperarchive.com or by visiting the Wilson County News office on C
Street in Floresville. 
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1 .  H i s t o r i c  S a n  A n t o n i o - G o n z a l e s  R o a d  ( 1 8 3 2 )  
2 .  M u e l l e r  B r i d g e  1 9 1 5  ( R T H L  &  N R  M a r k e r s )
3 .  B a r k e r  S c h o o l  1 8 7 1  ( P l e a s a n t  H i l l )  
4 .  B a r k e r - H u e b i n g e r  R o c k  H o u s e  1 8 7 1  ( R T H L  M a r k e r )  
5 .  P o t a s h  H i l l s  
6 .  P l e a s a n t  H i l l  S c h o o l  S i t e  ( D e e d e d  1 9 0 6 )  
7 .  L i n n e  O i l  F i e l d  1 9 5 5  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
8 .  P o l l e y  C e m e t e r y  1 8 4 8  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
9 .  P o l l e y  M a n s i o n  ( W h i t e h a l l )  1 8 5 0  ( R T H L  &  N R  M a r k e r s )  
1 0 .  R a n c h o  d e l  P a i s t l e  ( M o s s  R a n c h )  
1 1 .  H i g g i n s  G r a s s  F a r m s  1 9 3 9  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
1 2 .  N e w  T o w n  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  
     a .  H o t e l  S u t h e r l a n d  S i t e  (  c a .  1 9 0 9 )  
     b .  M o t i o n  P i c t u r e  S h o w  ( c a .  1 9 0 9 )  
     c .  F i r s t  S t a t e  B a n k  o f  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  ( c a .  1 9 0 9 )  
     d .  D u n c k e r ' s  L u m b e r  Y a r d  ( c a .  1 9 0 9 )  
     e .  S u n s e t  T r a i n  D e p o t  
1 3 .  T h e  S p r i n g s  a n d  R e s o r t  
1 4 .  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  M u s e u m  
1 5 .  W y a t t  C e m e t e r y  
1 6 .  J o h n  S u t h e r l a n d  W e l l  
1 7 .  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  -  O l d  T o w n  ( E s t .  1 8 4 9 )  H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r  
1 8 .  S i t e  w h e r e  1 s t  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  G o v e r n m e n t  m e t  ( 1 8 6 0 )
S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  
1 9 .  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  S c h o o l  S i t e  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )

HISTORIC SITES ALONG 

EL CAMINO DEL CIBOLO 

Several years ago, a group of Society members researched and created a llist of
historic sites that once existed along a trail that connected several
communities in present-day Wilson County. This trail was established by the
early Spanish families whose large ranches covered all of today’s Bexar, Wilson,
and Karnes counties. Fifteen of the fifty sites listed below have historical
markers. It would be a great tribute to this group of historians and to the
County to get the rest of the 35 sites marked.  
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2 0 .  T i n e r - H e n d r i c k s  H o m e  ( 1 8 8 0 ' s )
2 1 .  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  C e m e t e r y  ( 1 8 6 0 )  H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r  
2 2 .  K a y e  O i l  F i e l d  ( D i s c o v e r e d  1 9 5 6 )  
2 3 .  G r a s s  P o n d  
2 4 .  S h i l o h  C e m e t e r y  ( 1 8 8 4 )  H i s t o r i c  D e s i g n a t i o n  &  M a r k e r  
2 5 .  C a m p  G r o u n d  &  W e l l  
2 6 .  C a n a r y  I s l a n d e r  C e m e t e r y  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
2 7 .  P a t a g u i l l a  L a g u n a  ( S i t e )  
2 8 .  C i t y  C e m e t e r y  # 2  ( A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n )  D e s i g n a t i o n  P e n d i n g  
2 9 .  S A A P  T r a i n  D e p o t  ( 1 8 8 6 )  
3 0 .  R a i l r o a d  B e e r  W a r e h o u s e  
3 1 .  L o d i  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
3 2 .  L o d i  S c h o o l  S i t e  ( 1 8 8 6 )  
3 3 .  S i t e  o f  L o d i  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 8 2 )  
3 4 .  W a s h i n g t o n  P l a z a  ( 1 8 7 9 )  
3 5 .  S i t e  o f  C o o k ' s  S t o r e / P o s t  O f f i c e  ( 1 8 5 8 )  
3 6 .  C a n t a  R a n a  P a r k  
3 7 .  L o p e z - L e p o r i  C e l l a r  ( 1 8 8 6 )  
3 8 .  S i t e  o f  S h e r i f f  X i m e n e s  H o u s e  
3 9 .  S i t e  o f  G r a y ' s  B l a c k s m i t h  S h o p  ( 1 8 7 3 )  
4 0 .  P e d r o  d e  l a  Z e r d a  H o u s e - C o u r t h o u s e  S i t e  ( 1 8 6 7 )  
4 1 .  T h e  L o d i  F e r r y  ( 1 8 7 2 )  H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r  
4 2 .  D e  l a  Z e r d a  C e m e t e r y  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
4 3 .  S i t e  o f  B e n i t o  L o p e z  S t o r e  &  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 8 7 )  
4 4 .  S i t e  o f  S t a u d ,  J o h n s o n  &  F i s c h e r  G i n  ( 1 8 7 7 )  
4 5 .  T r i a l  C e m e t e r y  
4 6 .  F o r m e r  R o u t e  o f  S A A P  R a i l  R o a d - - F l o r e s v i l l e  E l  C a m i n o  T r a i l
4 7 .  G a r z a - V a l a d e z  C e m e t e r y  ( H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r )  
4 8 .  G o l i a d  R o a d - T h e  O l d  S a n  A n t o n i o  L a  B a h i a  R o a d  -  c a .  1 6 0 0 s  
4 9 .  O l d  M a r c e l i n a  B r i d g e  ( R e d  B r i d g e )  
5 0 .  L a b a t t  B r i d g e  –  P l a q u e

Whom among us is interested in researching and documenting the
history of one of these thirty-five, yet unmarked sites? Email us at
info@wilsoncountyhistory.org. We will gladly share whatever
documentation we have collected thus far on these sites. 

info@wilsoncountyhistory.org



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4  P A G E  5

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

 Floresville Opry Line-Up
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September’s Opry

September’s Opry was another successful event thanks to all of the
wonderful volunteers who graciously donated their time to assist the
producer extraordinaire, Viola Henke.  Here the Floresville Peanut Festival
Court is pictured alongside Opry volunteers led by Viola. September’s Opry
raised over $8,000 for the Society. 

Part of the money raised came from the long-
arm stretch raffle organized by Neila
Hopkins. Society members volunteered by
stuffing a basket with goodies which were
then donated as raffle prizes. The raffle
raised over $1,000. Great job Neila and thanks
to those Society members who donated a
basket.

We expect a large crowd at the October Opry
as it is already sold out. Please consider
volunteering. The more volunteers we have
the easier it is for all. Contact Viola Henke if
you’re available and willing to help out. 



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4  P A G E  7

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

Cop
y

You’re Invited
W h a t :  L a n d  L e g a c y  C e r t i f i c a t e  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o
L y d i a  W i s e m a n  J o n e s  a n d  R e a g a n  W i s e m a n

W h e n :  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 : 3 0  P M

W h e r e :  4 6 0  F M  2 7 7 2 ,  L a  V e r n i a ,  T X  7 8 1 2 1  ( R e c t o r
C e m e t e r y  R o a d )

M a p  f o r  4 6 0  F M  2 7 7 2

W h o :  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  J u d g e  H a n k  W h i t m a n ,  C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r  J e f f  P i e r d o l l a ,  a n d  W i l s o n  C o u n t y
H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  V i c e - C h a i r  M e l i n d a  C r e e c h

https://www.bing.com/maps?osid=db099067-181e-4ce1-ac08-7e202999240f&cp=29.362728~-98.096366&lvl=15&pi=0&v=2&sV=2&form=S00027


Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org
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Our Website Story Highlight:

Kasper School & Community History

https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45215/Kasper_School_and_Community_History20210325-5335-b8l7fv.pdf

