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THE JOURNAL
The unofficial newsletter of Wilson County Historical Society

Every year, the Atascosa County
Historical Commission organizes the
Battle of Medina Symposium. This
year, the 15th annual event, the
speakers will share various aspects
of the battle’s history. Of particular
interest is the presentation by
Martin Gonzales who will share
details about the recent discoveries
of one of the likely battle sites. The
symposium will be held indoors at
the old Leming school. For
symposium details, see the
advertisement on page 7.
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August Meeting Program

Wilson County Cattle Brands

Volume II

by Allen Kosub

August 20, 6:00 PM

Wilson County Courthouse

2nd Floor Courtroom
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Floresville Opry Line-Up



F l o r e s v i l l e ’ s l o n g f e l t d e s i r e t o g e t e l e c t r i c i t y b e g a n t o m a k e
p r o g r e s s i n F e b r u a r y , 1 9 1 5 b y B . J . C a r r i c o , a c o n s u l t i n g e n g i n e e r
a n d c o n t r a c t o r o f F o r t W o r t h . H e w a s t h e m a n o f m e a n s a n d
m o v e m e n t t o p u t i n a n e l e c t r i c s y s t e m t h a t w o u l d b e a c r e d i t t o
F l o r e s v i l l e .

I n A p r i l , 1 9 1 5 e l e c t r i c i t y w a s n o l o n g e r a d r e a m . F l o r e s v i l l e ’ s
l o n g t a l k e d o f l i g h t p l a n t w a s a t l a s t t o b e c o m e a r e a l i t y . W . T .
P i t m a n , o f F o r t W o r t h , o n e o f t h e p r o m o t e r s b e g a n a c t u a l
o p e r a t i o n s , a c c o m p a n i e d b y J o h n B a r n e r , a n e x p e r t e l e c t r i c i a n o f
M a r i e t t a , O k l a h o m a .

A c a r l o a d o f p o l e s w a s s o o n u n l o a d e d . T h e f r o n t e n d o f t h e
B a l l a r d b u i l d i n g n e x t t o J o h n W . W o o d ’ s s t o r e w a s r e n t e d f o r a n
o f f i c e a n d e l e c t r i c s u p p l y s t o r e . T w o l a r g e M u n c i e c r u d e o i l
e n g i n e s , o n e a 9 0 H P a n d t h e o t h e r a 5 0 H P w e r e o r d e r e d . W o r k
o n t h e p l a n t ’ s h o m e b e g a n . I t w a s e r e c t e d a t t h e C i t y W a t e r w o r k s
P l a n t a n d w a s a 3 0 x 5 0 s t r u c t u r e a n d m a d e o f b r i c k a n d h o l l o w t i l e .

T h e F l o r e s v i l l e L i g h t a n d P o w e r C o m p a n y w o u l d b e t h e n a m e o f
t h e n e w c o n c e r n . T h e p l a n t ’ s p r o p o s e d s i z e w o u l d t a k e c a r e o f a
t o w n t w i c e t h e s i z e o f F l o r e s v i l l e a t t h a t t i m e . I t w a s t h e
i n t e n t i o n o f t h e p r o m o t e r s t o s u p p l y t h e s u r r o u n d i n g t o w n s a n d
r u r a l c o m m u n i t i e s p o w e r i f t h i s e n d e a v o r p r o v e d t o b e a s u c c e s s .

J u n e 1 9 , 1 9 1 5 a t 7 : 3 0 p . m . w a s t h e d a t e t o r e m e m b e r . T h a t w a s
t h e d a t e M a y o r S . V . H o u s t o n c o n s e n t e d t o p r e s s t h e b u t t o n
t u r n i n g t h e l i g h t s o n i n t h e C i t y o f F l o r e s v i l l e . H e e x p r e s s e d a
d e s i r e t o h a v e a t l e a s t t h r e e o f t h e p r e t t i e s t g i r l s o f F l o r e s v i l l e t o
a c t a s h i s a t t e n d a n t s , s o t h a t h e m a y b e p r o p e r l y c a r e d f o r , s h o u l d
h e t o u c h t h e w r o n g w i r e . S o t h e c i t i z e n s s e l e c t e d t h e y o u n g
l a d i e s b y s e c r e t b a l l o t v o t e s .
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Floresville--From Darkness to Light

By Viola Henke
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T h r o w i n g  t h e  s w i t c h  a n d  t u r n i n g  o n  F l o r e s v i l l e ’ s  f i r s t  l i g h t s  t o o k
p l a c e  a t  t h e  p o w e r  h o u s e  b y  M a y o r  H o u s t o n  a s s i s t e d  b y  t h e  t h r e e
p r e t t i e s t  y o u n g  l a d i e s ,  N o r a  H o u s t o n ,  R o b b i e  S m i t h  a n d  C l a r a
C u l p e p p e r ,  w h o  w e r e  t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  c o n t e s t .  A  l a r g e  c r o w d
a t t e n d e d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n .  A  f u l l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f  t h e
p l a n t  w a s  g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  l i g h t s  w e r e  t u r n e d  o n .   I t  i n d e e d  w a s  a
m e m o r a b l e  e v e n t  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  F l o r e s v i l l e .   A f t e r  t h e  l i g h t s  w e r e
o n ,  t h e  c r o w d  o f  e x c i t e d  p e o p l e  m a r c h e d  t o  t h e  O p e r a  H o u s e  f o r  a
d e l i g h t f u l  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o g r a m .   T h i s  e v e n i n g ,  J u n e  1 9 ,  1 9 1 5
w e n t  d o w n  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  F l o r e s v i l l e  f o r  t h i s  d a t e  t h e  o l d  t o w n
t o o k  a  s t e p  f o r w a r d .   R .  L .  E s c h e n b u r g ,  S r . ,  p r o m i n e n t  b u s i n e s s m a n
a n d  a l d e r m a n ,  t h e n  g a v e  a  b r i e f  t a l k  a n d  t o l d  o f  t h e  m a n y
i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r w a y .   I t  d e f i n i t e l y  h a d  a  r i n g  o f  a
b o o s t e r  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .
     I n  J u l y ,  1 9 1 5  t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  C o m p a n y  t o o k  o v e r
t h e  C i t y  W a t e r w o r k s  P l a n t  a n d  t h e  c i t y  w a t e r  w a s  p u m p e d  f r o m  t h e
p o w e r  h o u s e .   A  n e w  4 0  H P  M u n c i e  o i l  e n g i n e  w a s  a d d e d  t o  o p e r a t e
t h e  d a y  c u r r e n t  a n d  t o  p u m p  m o s t  o f  t h e  w a t e r .
     H o m e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e  s o o n  w i r e d  a n d  s t r e e t  l i g h t s  w e r e
b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d .   T h e  p r o m o t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t
b e i n g  a c c o r d e d  a n d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  e q u a l l y  a s  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h
t h e  n e w  s e r v i c e .
     I n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 2 5 ,  F l e m  S p r u c e ,  M g r .  o f  t h e  N e w  L o n e  S t a r
S t a t e  P o w e r  C o m p a n y ,  t h e  n e w  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  p l a n t  t h a t  t o o k  o v e r
t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  C o m p a n y  i n f o r m e d  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t
n e w  h i g h  p o w e r  l i n e s  w o u l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d .   T h e s e  l i n e s  w e r e  t h e
l i n e s  b e t w e e n  F l o r e s v i l l e  &  P o t h  a n d  F l o r e s v i l l e  &  S t o c k d a l e .   I n
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  M r .  S p r u c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  w o u l d
i n s t a l l  a  n e w  d i e s e l  e n g i n e  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  2 0 0  H P  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f
a l l  t h e  n e e d s  o f  F l o r e s v i l l e ,  S t o c k d a l e  a n d  P o t h .
     I n  1 9 2 8 ,  S a n  A n t o n i o  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  C o m p a n y  p u r c h a s e d  t h e
a s s e t s  o f  t h e  p o w e r  c o m p a n y  w i t h  F l e m  S p r u c e  s t i l l  t h e  m a n a g e r .   
T h e n  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  F l o r e s v i l l e  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  S y s t e m  w a s
f o r m e d  b y  t h e  C i t i e s  o f  F l o r e s v i l l e ,  S t o c k d a l e  a n d  P o t h  b y
p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  C o m p a n y .
     F E L P S  1 9 4 2  a u d i t  s h o w  4 8 9  c u s t o m e r s  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e ,  1 3 5
c u s t o m e r s  i n  P o t h  a n d  1 7 8  c u s t o m e r s  i n  S t o c k d a l e ,  a  t o t a l  o f  8 0 2
c u s t o m e r s .  



A great way to understand the history of a place is to explore the lives of the
families that called that place home. Such is the case of our wonderful
Wilson County. What family history stories do you have of your ancestors
who called present-day Wilson County home? Maybe their history in the area
pre-dates the county’s foundation? Such is the case of Vicente Carvajal. 

We know a little about Vicente Carvajal from the excellent research of our
long-time historians from whom we appreciate Vicente’s story published on
our website. As indicated in Vicente’s story is the fact that his family line
extends back to Spanish Texas (1690-1821). 

Vicente’s paternal grandmother, Maria Gertrudes Sanchez, was one of the
women who suffered tremendously at the hands of the Spanish army
following the 1813 battle of Medina. His father and uncle, Jose Maria Jesus
Carvajal, who were about nine and four years old respectively at the time,
and like many of the children of the named rebels, were left on the streets to
fend for themselves. Vicente’s grandfather, Jose Antonio Carvajal, is one of
the ninety-six named rebel insurgents whose property was seized by the
Spanish authority for his involvement in the rebellion.

It is from this family that we appreciate the long tradition of saddle makers
from the area including the late Frank Vela. 

Consider sharing your family’s history with us. 

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

A U G U S T  2 0 2 4  P A G E  6

Exploring Family History

info@wilsoncountyhistory.org

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/carbajal-jose-maria-jesus
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/carbajal-jose-maria-jesus
https://pac.alamo.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=39056956
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Battle of Medina Symposium



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org
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Our Website Story Highlight:

William Waldo

https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45199/A_VERY_BENEVOLENT_CITIZEN_OF_SUTHERLAND_SPRINGS20210325-5335-1okr187.pdf



