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Battle of Medina

Every vyear, the Atascosa County
Historical Commission organizes the
Battle of Medina Symposium. This
year, the 15th annual event, the
speakers will share various aspects
of the battle’s history. Of particular
interest is the presentation by
Martin Gonzales who will share
details about the recent discoveries
of one of the likely battle sites. The
symposium will be held indoors at
the old Leming school. For
symposium details, see the
advertisement on page 7.
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AUGUST ‘MEETING ‘PROGRAM

Wilson County Cattle Brands
Volume I
by Allen Kosub
August 20, 6:00 PI1
Wilson County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom
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Floresville Oprvy Line-Up

s R

rﬂ Floresville Opry with Dahcing

Aug.1.2024 Jake Blocker =,
Aug. 17, 2024 Western Shindig/Saturday (ShowBarn) 4
Freddy Cruz & the Noble Outlaws

e .
H_--,-,-, Doors open 6:00 pm Music from 7:00pm-10:30pm {__‘_1_,
Faee Sept 5,2024 Sean O'Brien e

Oct. 3,2024 Derek Spence e
Nov. 7, 2024 Wyatt Aleman ==
Dec. 5,2024 Mike Hughes u
Jan.2,2025 Jody Jenkins Jf_i_:

Feb. 6,2025 Sean O'Brien
Mar. 6, 2025 Tony Booth

Feb. 15, 2025 90th Birthday Bash Celebrating the Music

1_‘*—_!_ «» of Johnny Bush featuring the Bandolero Band Members E—Z
i by the Justin Trevino Band at the (Floresville Event e
35_ el | Center) Doors open 6:00pm L“;i
e Music 7.00pm to 11:00 pm Fal
:;j— : Monthly Floresville Opry is held at the ;f: |
EF‘_ Wilson County Expo & Community Center (Show Barn) =+
— pr— 435 St Hwy 97 East out of Floresville, Texas by
ﬁ;}i Doors Open @ 5:00 pm--music 6:00-9:15 pm Pt
Info: Viola Henke 830-391-1062

Dinner $12.00 Concessions Sweets Silent Auction
Bring your own adult beverages.

_@ . Gen Admission $15.00; Reserved Table Seats (8) $100.00 _4_.7:'_
-
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Floresville~From Darkness to Light

By Viola Henke

Floresville’s long felt desire to get electricity began to make
progress in February, 1915 by B. J. Carrico, a consulting engineer
and contractor of Fort Worth. He was the man of means and
movement to put in an electric system that would be a credit to
Floresville.

In April, 1915 electricity was no longer a dream. Floresville’s
long talked of light plant was at last to become a reality. W. T.
Pitman, of Fort Worth, one of the promoters began actual
operations, accompanied by John Barner, an expert electrician of
Marietta, Oklahoma.

A carload of poles was soon unloaded. The front end of the
Ballard building next to John W. Wood’s store was rented for an
office and electric supply store. Two large Muncie crude oil
engines, one a 90 HP and the other a 50 HP were ordered. Work
on the plant’s home began. It was erected at the City Waterworks
Plant and was a 30x50 structure and made of brick and hollow tile.

The Floresville Light and Power Company would be the name of
the new concern. The plant’s proposed size would take care of a
town twice the size of Floresville at that time. It was the
intention of the promoters to supply the surrounding towns and
rural communities power if this endeavor proved to be a success.

June 19, 1915 at 7:30 p.m. was the date to remember. That was
the date Mayor S.V. Houston consented to press the button
turning the lights on in the City of Floresville. He expressed a
desire to have at least three of the prettiest girls of Floresville to
act as his attenday hat he may befygr«
he touch the =" S0 “the. cimze

WCHS THE JOURNAL



AUGUST 2024 PAGE 5

Throwing the switch and turning on Floresville’s first lights took
place at the power house by Mayor Houston assisted by the three
prettiest young ladies, Nora Houston, Robbie Smith and Clara
Culpepper, who were the winners of the contest. A large crowd
attended the celebration. A full explanation of the workings of the
plant was given before the lights were turned on. It indeed was a
memorable event for the City of Floresville. After the lights were
on, the crowd of excited people marched to the Opera House for a
delightful and appropriate program. This evening, June 19, 1915
went down in the history of Floresville for this date the old town
took a step forward. R. L. Eschenburg, Sr., prominent businessman
and alderman, then gave a brief talk and told of the many
improvements that would be underway. It definitely had a ring of a
booster to the community.

In July, 1915 the Floresville Light and Power Company took over
the City Waterworks Plant and the city water was pumped from the
power house. A new 40 HP Muncie oil engine was added to operate
the day current and to pump most of the water.

Homes and businesses were soon wired and street lights were
being installed. The promoters were very pleased with the support
being accorded and the residents were equally as well pleased with
the new service.

In November, 1925, Flem Spruce, Mgr. of the New Lone Star
State Power Company, the new public utility plant that took over
the Floresville Light and Power Company informed the public that
new high power lines would be installed. These lines were the
lines between Floresville & Poth and Floresville & Stockdale. In
addition to these lines, Mr. Spruce stated that the company would
install a new diesel engine of not less than 200 HP to take care of
all the needs of Floresville, Stockdale and Poth.

In 1928, San Antonio Public Service Company purchased the
assets of the power company with Flem Spruce still the manager.
Then in 1942, Floresville Electric Light and Power System was
formed by the Cities of Floresville, Stockdale and Poth by
purchasing the assets of the San Antonio Public Service Company.

FELPS 1942 audit show 489 customers in Floresville, 135
customers in Poth and 178 customers in Stockdale, a total of 802
customers.
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A great way to understand the history of a place is to explore the lives of the
families that called that place home. Such is the case of our wonderful
Wilson County. What family history stories do you have of your ancestors
who called present-day Wilson County home? Maybe their history in the area
pre-dates the county’s foundation? Such is the case of Vicente Carvajal.

We know a little about Vicente Carvajal from the excellent research of our
long-time historians from whom we appreciate Vicente’s story published on
our website. As indicated in Vicente’s story is the fact that his family line
extends back to Spanish Texas (1690-1821).

Vicente’s paternal grandmother, Maria Gertrudes Sanchez, was one of the
women who suffered tremendously at the hands of the Spanish army
following the 1813 battle of Medina. His father and uncle, Jose Maria Jesus
Carvajal, who were about nine and four years old respectively at the time,
and like many of the children of the named rebels, were left on the streets to
fend for themselves. Vicente’s grandfather, Jose Antonio Carvajal, is one of
the ninety-six named rebel insurgents whose property was seized by the
Spanish authority for his involvement in the rebellion.

It is from this family that we appreciate the long tradition of saddle makers
from the area including the late Frank Vela.

Consider sharing your family’s history with us.

M info@wilsoncountyhistory.org
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https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/carbajal-jose-maria-jesus
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/carbajal-jose-maria-jesus
https://pac.alamo.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=39056956
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Battie of Medina Symposium

ATASCOSA & MEDINA COUNTY
HISTORICAL COMMISSION PRESENTS

TherBattle gf Medin

9.00 am: Opening
Ceremony

Noon: Lunch

4:00 pm: End of the
symposium

Address: 25 E 5th St,
Leming, TX 78050 :
o

RobertiBenavides:WFArredondo I{mel on 'l] 1ejene
"l

Breakfast Fundraiser
Provided by the
DAR-Atascosa Chapter

Lunch fundraiser
Provided by the

Leming Fire Department

Contact: 850-480-2741, Historicalcommission@atascosacounty.texas.gov
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Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

i
@ Wilsen County Historical Society
O «:’,0 EWitsonCourtyHrtncalSocety « horge il rgarston

Aot Events  Bose

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

Our Website Story Highlight:
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https://02f0a56ef46d93f03c90-22ac5f107621879d5667e0d7ed595bdb.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/sites/33158/uploads/45199/A_VERY_BENEVOLENT_CITIZEN_OF_SUTHERLAND_SPRINGS20210325-5335-1okr187.pdf



