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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
TOWN AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

By VIRGINIA GEE
Urbandale Historical Society

In April, more than 100 years
ago, a decisive action was taken to
establish the Urbandale community.
Years earlier, residents in rural
Webster Township met at the
Center School, a country school
in the west area. The families
decided it was important to build
a community school closer to the
streetcar turn-around at 70th and
Rosalind where more families
were settling. They worked to
raise $2,000 and, with the help
of volunteers, by 1916, a tworoom school house was ready for
occupancy at 70th and Douglas.
There were two teachers, and the
children were divided with younger
children in four grades in one
room and the older grades in the
adjoining room.
During this time, there was state
URBANDALE

FRIDAY HIGH 80 | LOW 57

Partly sunny and pleasant

SATURDAY HIGH 81 | LOW 61
A thunderstorm in the a.m.

The Olmsted-Urban House is a furnished period house turned museum operated
by the Urbandale Historical Society.

legislative emphasis on school
consolidation. To avoid having
to become part of the Johnston
Consolidated District, Urbandale
needed to form its own independent
school district. This could be done
only if the town itself was legally
SUNDAY HIGH 75 | LOW 60
Low clouds

MONDAY HIGH 70 | LOW 58

Cloudy with a t-storm or two

TUESDAY HIGH 73 | LOW 57
A couple of showers

incorporated. The proposed town
was about 3 miles west of Des
Moines. There were approximately
350 inhabitants in this area of the
township with 60 eligible voters.
HISTORY, CONTINUED ON BACK
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PHOTOS — A DEVELOPING SUBJECT

I have four pictures of my
grandfather. Four. That’s it. To be
honest, he probably only allowed
his photo to be taken five or six
times throughout his life, so four
isn’t bad. I have one image of
him as a young man in his work
clothes (shown here). Another of
him with one of his prized horses.
One of him and my grandmother
and their five children at their
50th wedding anniversary. And
one of him and Grandma taken
at my aunt’s kitchen table just a
few hours before they died in an
auto accident. I treasure those four
photos.
My youngest daughter takes at
least four pictures of herself every
hour and posts them on various
social media apps. I sometimes act
like I am doing the same to annoy
her. She doesn’t fall for it.
The whole selfie rage seemingly
came out of nowhere. Who would
have thought that taking pictures
of yourself would be a thing? I
remember a timer on a film camera
I once had that could be set and
would allow 15 seconds to get
ready before it snapped a shot.

Of course, you
couldn’t see the
image until the
prints were made.
Even so, I thought
that was hightech.
I am not
amused by selfies. I am amused
by “smelfies.” Yes, smelfies. This
was demonstrated to me by a young
female employee of ours who took
a sniff of her armpit to see if she
needed a deodorant refresh. She
called it a smelfie. Now that’s
funny.
Back to photos. Some of you
may remember the Polaroid rage
in the 1970s when photos could be
viewed almost instantly. This seems
archaic today, yet Polaroids have
made a comeback in recent years.
When my youngest daughter isn’t
taking selfies, she actually uses
Polaroids — sparingly.
When we used film cameras
and had prints made, we valued
those photos, often storing them
in scrapbooks. Polaroid photos
were kept in those as well. Then
we saved digital photos sparingly
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on small storage cards, then larger
storage devices, and now in the
Cloud. Most of us feel that our
images are safe in this mysterious
storage place, even though we
recognize that Big Tech is somehow
tracking, sorting and selling the
data from it in some way.
When our company websites
were down in recent months, and
the data was potentially lost, it
made me think twice about relying
on people I don’t know to be in
charge of storing our valued files
and images. Then the sites were
restored, and I am back to having
faith in the Cloud again. Although
my grandfather didn’t seem to
see much value in photos, I am
guessing that this kind of trust
would have made him sweat. He
might have even tried a smelfie.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading. n
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305
News contact
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515-953-4822, ext. 302
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com
Advertising contact
Jolene Goodman
515-326-0082
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COUNCIL RECAP

The Mayor and City Council met Tuesday, May 17, and the Mayor began
the meeting with a proclamation designating May 18 as AAPI Day Against
Bullying and Hate. The Mayor and Council also received public input and
discussed the City’s $6.6 million American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA)
allocation.
The Council approved a site plan for a new elementary school for
Waukee Community School District at 156th Street and Waterford Road.
Classes are expected to begin at the new school in the fall of 2024.
The Council approved a $354,000 bid for the sanitary sewer lining
program. The sewer lines being repaired were chosen based on a review
of past inspections. The lines were rated for the severity of failures, the
structural condition of the pipe, infiltration, root intrusion, and line capacity.
At the end of the meeting, the Mayor and Council met in a closed session
regarding real estate. The City Council will meet again on Tuesday, May
31, for a regular meeting. n

SUMMER STORY TIME AT ST. MARY’S

The public is invited to Story Time on Wednesdays from 9:30-10 a.m.
now through Aug. 10, on the patio, between the mansion and electronic
sign. Stories, games, snacks, and songs are included in this free event. No
reservations required. If it rains or is too hot, the event will move inside to
the Parish Hall. St. Mary of Nazareth is located at 4600 Meredith Drive in
Des Moines. For more information, call the Faith Formation office at 515276-7589. n

MEDIACOM PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIPS

Four seniors graduating from metro-area high schools have been selected
as the newest recipients of the Mediacom World Class Scholarships.
The students are being recognized for high performance in academics
and leadership, and each receives a $1,000 scholarship from Mediacom
Communications. The Des Moines-area scholarship recipients are: Mooka
Shaw, Hoover High School; Jennifer Leong, Urbandale High School; Uma
Dukle, Valley High School; and Kendall Jorgensen, Ankeny Centennial
High School. They are among 60 high school seniors selected from more
than 1.200 applications Mediacom received from students in 21 states.
Iowans graduating from 14 other high schools across the state were also
selected to receive Mediacom scholarships this spring. n
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UHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
Friday, June 3
Soccer: Boys Varsity State
TBD
vs. TBA @ James Cownie
Soccer Complex
Baseball: Varsity @
5 p.m.
Davenport West
5:30 p.m. Softball: Varsity vs.
Council Bluffs Thomas
Jefferson @ Gale
Wickersham Athletic
Complex
7 p.m.
Baseball: JV @
Davenport West
Saturday, June 4
Soccer: Boys Varsity State
TBD
vs. TBA @ James Cownie
Soccer Complex
Monday, June 6
Softball: JV @ Johnston
3 p.m.
5 p.m.
Baseball: 10th vs.
Johnston
5 p.m.
Baseball: Varsity @
Johnston
Softball: Varsity @
5 p.m.
Johnston
Tuesday, June 7
11:30 a.m. Baseball: JV vs. Ankeny
High School

Father’s Day

BRUNCH
JUNE 19
9AM - 3PM

CALL FOR
RESERVATIONS

4900 86th St., Urbandale
M-Sa 11am-10pm | Su 11am-9pm

TODAY!

JUNE 3-9, 2022

URBANDALE

Living Weekly

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

SUMMER FUN WITH
URBANDALE PARKS &
RECREATION

OPEN
NOW!
JUNE
1-JULY
6
3081 NW PRAIRIE LN. DES MOINES
OUR INDOOR LOCATION!
Hours Vary, Please See Website

AWESOME
CUSTOMER
SERVICE!

GREAT
PRICES!

QUALITY
PRODUC TS!

4 CONVENIENT

TENT
LOCATIONS
Open June 18 - July 5

CANOYER GARDEN CTR.
BOMGAARS
3355 SE Gateway Dr.Grimes 151 SE 11th St., Grimes
10am - 9pm
10am - 9pm
WAUKEE
CARLISLE
175 NW 10th St., Waukee 2925 Gateway Dr., Carlisle
10am - 9pm
9am - 9pm

BRING IN THIS
AD & GET

10%
OFF!

BLAZINGGLORYFIREWORKS.COM

Urbandale Parks & Recreation will host three fun
activities for the whole family to kick off the summer. The
public is invited to enjoy a party in the park, free movies and
recreation that comes to you.
• Party in the Park: Friday, June 17 at Walker Johnston
Regional Park. Party in the Park features fun activities for
the whole family. There’s a beer garden for adults, food
trucks, live music, and free kids’ activities including bounce
houses, laser tag, and lawn games. Music is by Faculty
Lounge and adult beverages provided by Rolling Taps.
• Free Friday Flicks: Bring your lawn chair, blankets,
etc. and enjoy a movie with neighbors and friends. No
registration is needed. Events are held at various parking
lots, which will be open an hour prior to the show. Food
trucks will be onsite. Movies and locations are:
June 3: “National Treasure” at the City Hall parking lot,
3600 86th St.
July 29: “Encanto” at Walker Johnston Regional Park
Giovannetti Parking Lot, 9000 Douglas Ave.
Aug. 26: “Guardians of the Galaxy” at the large shelter
at Walnut Creek Regional Park, 4100 Walnut Creek Park
Road.
• Mobile Recreation: Mobile Rec is a summer program
that brings the fun to you. The Parks & Rec van is scheduled
to stop at different Urbandale parks each week. Enjoy
activities, meet new friends and beat summer boredom.
June 8: Walker Johnston Park, 9000 Douglas Ave., near
the playground, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; All Inclusive
Playground, 4871 78th St. No. 1068, 1-3 p.m.
June 9: Murphy Park, 3299 67th St., 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.; Rocklyn Park, 70th Street and New York Avenue, 1-3
p.m.
June 10: Jeff Harm Park, 128th Street and Aurora Avenue,
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Walnut Creek Regional Park,
153rd Street and Horton Avenue, at the new large shelter,
1=3 p.m.
Additional locations and schedule changes will be posted
on the Parks & Rec Facebook page, https://www.facebook.
com/UrbandaleParksAndRec. n
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FUNERAL NOTICES
Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com

THOI VAN NGUYỄN

Thoi Van Nguyen died May 28, 2022. He
was born in Hue, Vietnam to Kien and Phan
Nguyen. He joined the 20th class of the Junior
Military Academy of the Vietnamese National
Army (TVBQVN) in Vung Tau, Vietnam in
1963 and graduated in 1965. He then served in
the 21st division in Ca Mau, Vietnam, as a military official.
He was then promoted to the position of District Major of
Kien Hung, Chieng Thien.
He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Tu Nguyen; children
Nga (Binh), Phuc (Mai), Ky (Huong), Hung (Oanh), Bich, and
Thoa (An); 12 grandchildren; one granddaughter-in-law; three
great-grandchildren; and four siblings. He was preceded in
death by his siblings So and Lan, and son Tho.
A mass of Catholic burial was held at noon on Thursday,
June 2 at St. Peter’s Catholic Church. n

ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE: 128TH
STREET FROM DOUGLAS
PARKWAY TO AURORA AVENUE

The City of Urbandale will be replacing pavement on
128th Street from Douglas Parkway to Aurora Avenue this
summer. On June 2, 128th Street was closed to traffic from
Douglas Parkway to Aurora Avenue. The intersections of
Douglas Parkway and Aurora Avenue will remain open. The
intersections with Timberline Cottages, Airline Avenue and
Prairie Drive will be closed and re-constructed. Detours
will be posted. Local traffic will be maintained. 128th Street
is expected to be re-opened to traffic by mid-August. The
project is expected to be completed by early October. Updates
are available at www.urbandale.org under the “City Projects”
link. n
WE WILL RUN YOUR URBANDALE NEWS ITEMS FOR FREE.
Email your news by Wednesday at 5 p.m. to:
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com or call 515-953-4822, ext. 302
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MOSQUITO CONTROL
PROGRAM TO BEGIN

Mosquito spraying in Urbandale
neighborhoods began on Monday, May 23,
weather permitting, and continue until fall or
when mosquito population thresholds are no
longer exceeded. City staff will be treating
area neighborhoods
with EPA-approved
mosquito control
product between the
hours of 9:30 p.m. to
3 a.m.
Spraying will be done with City of
Urbandale trucks when there is no rain or
winds stronger than 10 mph. All City trucks
are white, with a blue diamond Urbandale
logo, and will have an amber warning light
blinking to alert residents that City staff are in
the area.
While spraying reduces the mosquito
population, it is still recommended that
residents use mosquito repellent when outside
early in the morning and late in the evening.
Residents can do their part in the battle against
mosquitos by eliminating sources of standing
water such as old tires or containers that
collect and hold water. Maintaining gutters
also helps prevent mosquitoes. Pet dish and
bird bath water should be changed every two
days.
New residents and residents with apiaries
or pollinator gardens who would like to opt
out of mosquito spraying near their home
should email their name and address to Scott
Hock, assistant director of Parks, Recreation,
and Facilities at shock@urbandale.org. If you
have called in before to ask to be placed on the
no treatment list, you are already on the list.
Residents with any questions concerning this
program should contact the Urbandale Parks
& Recreation Department at 515-331-6799. n
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EVENTS IN THE AREA
30 DAYS OF PRIDE
Every day in June
Various locations
Capital City Pride will offer
30 events scheduled on more
than 30 days in honor of Pride
Month this June. Individuals
and families can celebrate all month long through
educational activities, parades, concerts and other
family-oriented events all can enjoy. The main
event of the month, Pride Fest, will take place June
10-12 with headliners Todrick Hall and Matt &
Kim, plus the annual Pride Fest parade through the
East Village. A full list of events can be found at
capitalcitypride.org.
SHAUN CASSIDY
Friday, June 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Hoyt Sherman Place, 1501
Woodland Ave.,
Des Moines
1980s heartthrob Shaun
Cassidy will visit Des Moines
for one night only. The singer,
actor, writer and producer rose
to fame in high school with hits like “Da Doo Ron
Ron,” “That’s Rock n’ Roll” and “Do You Believe In
Magic?”
BACOON RIDE
Saturday, June 18
Waukee Northwest High School, 655 N. 10th St.,
Waukee
If you like biking and bacon, you’ll love the
BACooN Ride. The annual 71-mile bike ride takes
you along the Raccoon River Valley Trail, with
several stops featuring bacon snacks and samples,
plus bacon-themed drinks at bacon party stops. Start
between 6 and 9 a.m. in Waukee, traveling counterclockwise towards Dallas Center to finish back in
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

Waukee between 2 and 8 p.m. Find more information
at bacoonride.com.

BACooN Ride photo by Matthew King, Sara Moody, Bert Moody

NEIGHBORS DAY — JUNETEENTH
Saturday, June 18
Western Gateway Park, 1000 Grand Ave.,
Des Moines
Celebrate 32 years of Juneteenth in Iowa at the
annual Neighbors Day festival. Proclaimed a federal
holiday in 2021, Juneteenth celebrates the end of
slavery in the United States. It marks the date in 1865
when the last slaves in Texas received word of the
Emancipation Proclamation. Neighbors Day will run
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Find more details at www.
iowajuneteenth.org.
MUSIC UNDER THE STARS
June 12, 19, 26, July 3 and 10, 7-8:30 p.m.
West Capitol Mall (rain location is Drake Fine
Arts Center)
Every summer since 1947, Music Under the Stars
has entertained central Iowans of all ages with free
band concerts on Sunday evenings in the shadow of
the Capitol. This season marks the 75th anniversary
of the concerts. Admission is free. Featured guests
are: June 12, vocalist Jackie Schmillen; June 19,
vocalist Scott Smith; June 26, vocalist Max Wellman;
July 3, vocalist Gina Gedler; July 10, vocalist Tina
Haase-Fundlay. For more information, visit www.
musicunderthestars.org. n
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2022

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

PARTICIPATE IN
ONE OR BOTH
SUMMER STIR EVENTS.

JUNE 24, 2022
COURT AVENUE

JULY 22, 2022

EAST VILLAGE
10 SAMPLE
DRINKS FOR
JUST $20!
*$30 AT THE DOOR
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL

The Urbandale Historical Society will host an Ice Cream Social Sunday,
June 26 from 2 to 4 p.m. The ice cream will be made onsite. The house
and barn will be open for viewing, older vehicles will be on display, and
children’s games of old will be offered. Come socialize and enjoy ice
cream, served with pie or cake, coffee, lemonade, and water for a freewill
donation designated for the preservation of the house and to honor
Urbandale’s history. n

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION RATE INCREASE

Effective July 1, Urbandale’s solid waste fee will increase from $13 to
$14.50 per month. The residential solid waste fee includes weekly garbage
collection, recycling collection, the annual Spring Cleanup event, and other
special programs throughout the year. This rate change is primarily due to
the increased cost of collecting and processing recyclables. n

HISTORY, FROM FRONT
Several area men, led by Millard
Olmsted, a local farmer who was
one of the first graduates of Drake
University, met with a district
judge to determine how to proceed.
Millard and his father-in-law, J.D.
Stuart, posted the $2,000 bond to
file the necessary papers to begin
the process to incorporate the
town.
An election was set for April
5, 1917, at the new school house.
Notices were posted in public
places and published in the Des
Moines Daily Record, a newspaper
published in Des Moines, “there
being no newspaper within the
limits of the proposed town.”
The vote was unanimous with 49
votes cast in favor and non against.
(Mothers had worked to give their

support but women could not yet
vote.)
The name Urbandale was
officially adopted. On May 3, the
new Urbandale citizens elected
Otto Laverrenz as the first mayor.
Councilmen were E.T. Botsford,
G.W. Mead, Mark Stuart and J.C.
Witmer. Walter Parmenter was
chosen treasurer and Millard
Olmsted assessor. The mayor was
to receive $1 for each council
meeting, and the other officials
were to get 25 cents each. Meetings
were held at the school house for
many years and the town records
kept in a locker in the building.
The new independent Urbandale
Community School District was
established. The 1920 census for
the town showed the population of
the new Urbandale as 298. The rest
is history. n
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ENGLISH BULLDOG PUPPY: Ready for
new home. Up to date on shots and gets along
with other pets. Contact mercyadams350@
gmail.com.
LAWN TRACTOR: Troy-Bilt Twin Bagger,
42-inch deck, 18 HP Twin Briggs and Stratton
engine. $400.00. Call 515-360-0931.
BICYCLES WANTED: Any age or condition for
parts or repair. Phone 515-238-3343.
JOIN OUR TEAM! Weekend Kennel Assistant
for Handsome Hounds Boarding and Grooming in
Adel. We would love for you to join our team.
To learn more and apply visit our website at
https://adelgroomingboarding.com/were-hiring.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay
cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as
jazz and blues. Please call Brian at 515-3265033.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s, 10 years
old & under, repair hopefuls. Call 515-238-3343.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler
Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-2383198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles.
Asking $750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5
miles from Grimes.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY WEDNESDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

JOKE OF THE WEEK

Why do cows wear
bells?
Because their horns
don’t work!

